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- Geographical and Organizational ACC Australian Council of Churches 


- Subject ae { AUCECB : All Union Council of Evangelical 
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Stories are MERFE zi fePeMR Pee lagi CCA : Christian Conference of Asia 
according to the number of the lssue 1n w GCC: China Christian Council 
each appeared. CCIA Commission of the Churches on 


pe ; etd PL International Affai 
CATEGORY I :. GEOGRAPHICAL & ORGANIZATIONAL ag 


CCMWE : Churches Committee on Migrant 
Countries : oe Workers in Europe 
“International, Ecumenical and Regional © CCPD : Commission on the Churches’ 
Christian Bodies Participation in Development 
International Organizations CCSA : Christian Concern for Southern 
Ecumenical Patriarchate Africa 
Roman Catholic Church CEBC : Council of European Bishops' 
World Christian Communions Conference 
World Council of Churches CEC : Conference of European Churches 
Ven e TN. Cole Na CICARWS : Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
CATEGORY II : SUBJECTS Refugee and World Service 
“Riticas Gemecees © CIMADE : Inter-Movement Committee. for Evacuees 
Assemblies and Meetings ria epee CLAG Latin American Council of Churches 
Christian Unity and Bomeni cas hers tudes CWME Pea World Miktt ee and 
Church Leaders Evangelism 
Church-State Relations + DEL : Dialogue with People of Living 
Church Union Negotiations fe tand deoloni ov 
Communication 


ECCSEC : Ecumenical Commission for Church and 


Confessional, Denominational and Organizational ee. Het anean, Communi ty 
egy 20d Structure ECLOF Ecumenical Church Loan Fund 
Development, EDCS Ecumenical Development Cooperative 
Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and eheeaie 
Ideologies Lea ; EKD : Evangelical Church in Germany 
mL Serhiainens and, M112 Cerin ELTSA : End Loans to Southern Africa 
 Sapabiaidede: FPC : Federation of Protestant Churches 
pled La : FRG : Federal Republic of Germany 
Bvarige sam FSPC : Federation of Swiss Protestant 
Faith and Order 
‘ ) Churches 
Financial apters.. BOGE”. Yt he a .GDR : German Democratic Republic 
Festivals and Anniversaries penne IAC ho tee ee 
Hood Gris ae CET CS : JWG : Joint Working Group 
Health and Healing LCA : Lutheran Church in America 
Human Rights ; LWF : Lutheran World Federation 
Inter-Church Aid i / MECC : Middle East Council of Churches 
Inter-Faith Relations, Contacts & Exchanges necc eieciams  eacahaniane daceihes in 
International Affairs, War and Peace (CCIA) dines cane dauck GA 
ia teracure and Publications f NCCNZ National Christian Council of 
‘Liturgy and Forms of Worship . | New-Zealand 
heciphyubstlean OAS : Organization of American States 
Methodases PCC : Pacific Council of Churches 
ie ide . ‘ PCR : Programme to Combat Racism 
po Se PTE : Programme on Theological Education 
Orthodox, mii SACC South African Council of Churches 
Peace . : SCEM : Swiss Council of Evangelical Missions 
OM \ aeeengs SWAPO : South-West Africa People's Organization 
; SYNDESMOS : World Fellowship of Orthodox Youth 
Race Relations Or ee 
: ganizations 
oo e. sates TNCs : Transnational p tustapanite 
ang OURS ; UCMS - : United Christian Missionary Society 
50CG1al., Political, Economic and Legal URC Wuinived) Ratoraed Churet 
problems any Chri gan Doiion WARC : World. Alliance of Reformed Churches 
Spiritual Life WSCF : World Student Christian Federation 
Theology , 6 “YMCA : Young Men's Christian Association 
wracspa gional Corporstsons YWCA : Young Women's Christian Association 


Violence, Non-Violence 
Women 
WSCF 
YWCA 
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Countries: 


AFGHANISTAN 
Afghan irefugees’scontinue to flee to’-Pakistan .... «+s. 0» sssumepels 2 SE SEY eee. Syn See seit 9 
ANGOLA 
Food airlift to help Namibian refugees in Angola .........cs0ccees 5S Ara oe byotelehs Moe Bo) SAN 16 
AUSTRALIA 
hnternationab churchi#uction.on Aboriginal/mining.iessue ‘Ho; «cease. ss os eee 6 
Melbourne ieontinues) ito, challenge: European Churches 6p wie temiea cian “eerie cicine. 0 #40 +is-slereuahe avait ats 
WCC team visit draws state criticism ........ epg e ores ICRI RSIESCL ACR ORO OO) No os Sin CaO tc gy: | te WE 
Aborigines welcome WCC's controversial team visit ........... Pan.o Oe S ob do> OOO Ce Aee we < sitsuy 5 dite! 
AUSTRIA 
Eminent ecumeniGal tigure' dies in! Austria. ssi en pe sone « ook eros oe area eee 2io'd oS ere 16 
BELGIUM 
Church must now face TNCs on home ground says consultation ..............- ATS Here a pete ee ectene s3, LS 
BOTSWANA 
Community breaks down, religious, barriers. ....¢.ekenrs~ ss eoereee Se ata aera ante Gs soho. « Cate Paes aon 
BRAZIL 
Latin Americans address US- involvement ...... Seater sbsapene Teter cs Ri. chal lsd eMeuenchomebe sbabeitess 6 =. <uniel eit aol | 
CHINA 
Christian delegation from the People's Republic of China visits Hong Kong ........... Mil dcvieds: 6 9 
Consultation with Chinese Church leaders ........ Scans dle isrer sree sich ols 4alsiG) MMe Rea ee LANs oots slater R RMS « « 11 
CYPRUS 
Ane licans! ne-halfow Middle! Baste Centre 2.5. ssye6s ovse SENDS OHO ENOey OG 6G Sn olds Qaseas.o ob d Hilt alos 17 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
200th antiiversary, of the, Act. of Toleration in’ Czechoslovakia tn. «cc csiesscts - cea CARA ASS 5's 10 
EL SALVADOR 
Fighting in El Salvador-calls for increased church aid ......... ath Deel Boo aes DUO L Serie Oar 3 
Disciplesiptotests USiremeval of BihSalvador Ambassador <1, 00a circa ss eos es Wisma ss « 3 ca 2 has ees 
Statement on El Salvador’ (1 Executive + 1 Central Committee) ..........:.. Sy ee Or oh 8 Oe 5 
Human rights violations in El Salvador documented at UN Commission meeting ........... suede sibh 107 
FRANCE 
Day of Prayer cailed in France ‘for, persecuted Churches <4s 25. ce suet o s.+ o> siete sos A epeRRt anne 3 
Death of French pioneer of the ecumenical movement .......-e+eeeeeee> Ett oho tel lie tts se 's\'o4 seek delietiets) ais 3 
WCC expresses support’ for Lyon hunger Strikers: fyi <u ss» sv sine sis ees ole siete lo oils s tole eee tet sl 2 
GERMANY 
loterfiiim awards atyBerlincFiidm) Fes paiva). vias 2 s'so sels ce eo «aie ere wie anetieiete ares tiless, © we. eesuunete aUsmtiace ss 6 
New ecumenical commission to meet shortly in the Federal Republic .............ee0e0. HAR AHOR 7 
500th anniversary preparations of Martin Luther's birth DEY Rie toupee gh Aan ant tea aes oe SOs BAS 9 
Berlin-Brandenburg chooses new bishop ........+..se8- Sater oVelehetelshe) ctatarara's) segs) i netsneiene ea Bn ist aes 12 
Mornemwomensinyparish@than town coumenls).. sass secre eee teen SE TO a 6-5 6 OO Rn en ae Oo thc 12 
World Council to receive official visit of GDR State Secrecy OS Religious ,Atfairs... .cssaun ve 
GDR Protestants send 40,000 bibles to Vietnam ...... vo ale io'rs ioviole 1eielle a's a 0scice Sot ee MOMATOROM ST + 0\" 0) «, outallol ois tel aaa folie 
First Bible Congress to be held in the German Democratic Republic in 1982 ......... < actin REE 16 
Documentation: GDR State Secretary for Religious Affairs visits Ecumenical Centre ............ 16 
1305000Rattendechumehhies t tva. li". s ccky cous sits volscsiehe een ohene eee oie et kta eee aetine wickets ‘ Ae: Oo hie 2 Se 18 
GREECE 
marthquake-hit Greece fo? cet immed1 ate) ard ys .%escie + <iaiel = oie celele clei ten eneReksienete\ rol ch oereta shed Mel be 3 7 
HONG KONG 
Christian delegation from the People's Republic of China visits Hong Kong .........ceeeeee eee ae 
Hong Kong church worker honoured ......... A re Mn Se ee ey | 
HUNGARY 
Peace - God's most important gift say Hungarian Church and Jewish people ....eeewserrersveeees 7 
Psalnidistributiontins Hungary, 6. ROU aisine hae. as sie cle acd ea) e wlth apnea eee i PTS caitlin ae 
Transnationals - concern of Eastern Europeans ......-.. nS Soemas OO Com he DORE EOI mIe IC 17 
INDIA | 


First international dialogue for Hindus and Christians ........ceeeeeesesacees «4-01 ah oes Ree cea 
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INDONESIA 

Remote. Indonestanvemoumenii taneaence DV eCaLENQUakKGuis taps sce sce ome ce vecee tees coaa « AML RMR .« 7 
IRAN 

Released Alia tee aie meres LEOMALTAN 6  c hikes 065.54 06s lv ee ees ace en ee Ooms Re eaten Gere ie eae ats = AUR os 7 
ISRAEL 

Orthodox Fatriarch pleads the cause of Jerusalem and Lebanon at Islamic summit ..............0-. 4 

New. Patriarch oft Jerusalem and? Adds Paliestal nes wx sorta re tecere tate a ote SASUM R LOK. akties sisTs Ww ~ hee 6 
LIALY: 

Italian Churches present seven million dollar reconstruction plan ..... cece eee cvccccncccssccces 1 

WCC appeals for Italian reconstruction plan ...... STARS Loco ROLES Litto 7. Moke BILE Bs Stet. SEMA eos: 2 

btalaenmProtestante tontinuetaidetonéarthquake! victims? 08). 46446818 ane otiieidiass abe Mevcss 7 

Rinectemsets outssome hard questions for (ROME 2. 0ccsne ssc aa sees nace wae AEA OE Ce TON ET COAL Os REA 8 

Maxe Daupran honoured | 44... «sas Cae an en reat avai feos aes tess oieieuces pla abla vaedone vaquka ae aioce.Wisceye's. of PER nee ik 17 
JAMAICA 

A new type of evangelization campaign in the Caribbean ....... Nhesnda? dh PSS 8 ee Oe RT Aras o 11 
KAMPUCHEA 

Chugebeaid stopkampuchea enters mewe phase <. aoe nce scc aciee oie ees ES ue ie GRAN Reo a eee 6 
KENYA 

African Churches plan Fourth Assembly ............. tdeleoa. furnes pfs oa. Stewis pia ae aye od Sie eae ke 
LEBANON 

Orthodox Patriarch pleads the cause of Jerusalem and Lebanon at Islamic summit .......... . PRE 4 

Webanonwaumecont ULCE stca/)sreisis «<2 MOM GAS erateash ne aie Oe Re sraevehes bce: wl atatouatts aah cP oie ata teotere a uatebet Wrekin sate 13 

Lebanon and Central America concern WCC's ive Saar ionet ARtaars COMMUSS 1 Ones « clam ccotew ap ldieeeacecus. © * 14 

ieeent appeal for peace in Lehanonvand Middle. East strom WCC. ves cetsune dats mice ayeetecsauem aceyene se GBS 14 

Statement pon lebanon) ... 4 sas, s,<,0r+,,0.0,° Seen ea er om tion ich commas stab ouaiats :é tate name Nog ATS adsksdeastousdabeks siaceBeis aiesh-s, 6 .0:3 ac, ee OE 14 
NAMIBIA 

Church leaders fear escalation of violence after failure of Namibia ‘talks ......<.. i, PARES oss 2 

Statementron Nammbiasc) executives+ | Central "Committee. of. tine mes. nett BO NAAM. Ss. 5 

Namibian Bishop restens)....... >. SHR PAS OM: oreo oe ete Meee Pe ee Rat MSRM Sltles bes 22 

Food aimirat towhelp "Namibian refweees tin Angolawocnos sree « sees cone. es aS OP ere MOP es 16 
NETHERLANDS 

Honey .Ancemens|cudy Che Llenges mecuse of biblical texts ncis as cedptsbsyese shettes< o-e,,sfhnes 4irya efa.6 gage 6 0 6 1 
NEW ZEALAND 

Wai Ganeiwuer dues Gioned P2i7 0), OYooe.. Sena ae aa hed ABs Peis Se ipepins> OF i awsinn© ob eels oe ee 4 

New Zealand Church-Council elects first woman president ..........-ee202- a PR Ps ie Ra Matt ot ate 14 
NICARAGUA 

New Lena AnNeNT Caraga cns a: dase LAE teers eee tea be. SR mee AOR: A EMEA BIS Pio ROS Teme, Sr ieme © 

Nicaraguan literacy Canpa Lon nominated foreNobel sPriZer esta meee ens GORE Se RD Ome. See ccs 5 
NORWAY 

Disabled persons not another "good cause" ..... say ig ares hehe & ae) oe <iuatk s Taimin 8 aaah * he a aS eee 4 

Norway's parliament wants more independent Church. .cssecessniacvodcesens Peoria alidiee ox altallel sivas Eticladtlie? skal s¥ 2 16 
PAKISTAN 

Afghan refugees continue to flee to Pakistan ........ AW REHOME aa RC ak GRE Phy FELT 7% POSE Gee ces 9 
POLAND 

Over, $2220, 000 in’ material’ aid Sent to Poland .:s.2s:sccseces id Pick | eR eR ag eke esi acti i sk te fate fe faci 7 

WCC isstes mai: million dollar appeal for!) Poland »...<..scrssscnss pthc ccoNniact cee Rowing woe Ta ee Okc ROR 13 

Polish Film receives prize from ecumenical jury ....... Sasi tee Asie teeg tari a Si ie Ie PEEHG ss. 16 


PUERTO RICO 


Development programme announced for Puerto Rican Seminary ......eeeeeeeeeee oe EEN eee Ne eee ee al 516% 5 8 
Baptists elect first woman president in Puerto Rico ...........-. St PR awa esos +i ES ST 10 
"March to Rescue Vieques" - Puerto Ricans to take to the streets ........ cis ‘eeatiau biAd ts weed’ 16 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Penitence rather than celebration say South African Churches ........cee0e seeeee melden wa TR A oats, Oo 7 
Srieesy toominie tn SOUtH Alraca BAVe LULG ws ccs nen ckesexenens Dis Wahine aie s Mind 5 8 OE SRY eid Sa 
UN Seminar commends campaign against loans to South Africa .......eseceevveees Me eaeate eka ase ay ae 11 
Tutu ready to work with government for peaceful change ...... ah aie anor? BUpM eure eta ste1s aunts, = ice tas aie cece is 
Britain still supplying arms to South Africa says report ..... Bret nie tetel ate ct shehe, cases Lebel aes areas <veastetae ee ce 15 
PesCnuran seam refused ‘South African Visas 655i. s el ec lee cee es SS OS. MOM A eta. cata cates oe os. 1G 
Swedish Archbishop ‘sees disaster for South Africa without radical change ........cseeccccceveees 16 
SPAIN 


Catholic diocese aids Spanish Evangelical Church ..........-+. Ie ts ater a nal a ini cer wn aie «Sones 8 10 
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SRI LANKA . 

Church union consultation - fourth COUN: tie seers aia, ieuatertal oreNonat Stier al ia! AIOE AN i Ol Oe ees 4 
SUDAN ee 

New appointment to Sudan Council ai Chorchee: Ma Gosacu ood aroe Strout cou Bavase ia) 6's ae) \sta Pere nemOnat ; 7 
SWAZILAND 

New head, for. Swaziland) Churches, s.leweene sce ce wo we eGPS ER bee stiles teteee Gee meremeee oocy ork-prege ie By caged 6 « 1 
SWEDEN 

New. head for. Swedish Free Church) Council... 0.22.00 os athe to te Fate” eae Wieetier'o a(S ee eles obete sets pepe tee rw 40 

Church. and tourism - international conference planned ....... Ebbets celts hope tn Pops pe te Neto earte Re "airs Foriorssperp ned oh OmE Ee ah « 13 


Swedish Archbishop sees disaster for. South Africa without radical change ......... 


SS apnt dodety ler overs 16 

SWITZERLAND , 

Swiss to take new measures against apartheid ...... SP aioe ayeiseu we Sor ees BEA Fie la airs & hid ce OES feos Ae) 
SINGAPORE 

Pray for Asia call for May 2 adet Siiioatnes ity aL0 a aaa Mig Laue lie ecslie’ 6 lehoike’¢ lacs oiielle-loomel ope toun\/ejatre 5.6 DOS eo Oa ie 8 
TURKEY 

1981 - Year of the Second Ecumenical Council. ....sense eee e cess eee eeeeces Shanile gis Glesere, She erere eters 1 

Potter to participate-in Istanbul celebrations at Pentecost -.+seesseeeseererrerees aiete a Wektustinie sm. 1. 1 
UGANDA 

New bishop-elected in Uganda 2... csesesecec ences eee rececerensrnrceccncecreccs RT en eee eer SB 
UNITED KINGDOM 

Nuclear hearing could help form world opinion — bishop ....sseeeee cece cere reece rere ence rer ecees 6 

Hospice founder wins Templeton Prize ...... stetdh atts Uthat ets Wet at tat etateroteb eh ovens SITS eas Tien, Seen. RIB. Po 6 

Church of England gives provisional approval to covenanting ......... ono ih aitanetnn site epekentitens;'s akese Sa phe, cee 
_Runcie sets out some hard questions for ROME .....eeseeeee rere ere te reese eee te eres secre cnscers 8 

Campaign called for to implement and reinforce arms embargo ......++-++++0- Sere sae MEM 5.648: 3 iste 11 

URC approves covenanting proposals in UK ht hie fa Sin elec ad CONE SN 4 Sissi aha) aie haneueteK one natedanenehe ior «Jebel era ti.s fellas 4oaice d2 

New president for anti-apartheid movement al guejiuthe dash s asst ec Wake etl SEE eo oe o's BIR RRR 9 (Le 

British Church Council appoints new Staff ....seeeeeeseeseeeees Lie ca Tees Ta aso 1k SCPE Teners 190) es 14 

Britain still supplying arms to South Africa SayS LeEPOLt «1 eee eee ee secre re rece eceare Hates. 15 

British ‘Churches issue guidelines on dialogue ...........- JUN ROUMOTSRRD. PHOS, sola. seb Bae so a? 
UNITED STATES 

Disciples protest US removal of El Salvador Ambassador «...eseeeeee ress er eer eee ecrececeeererecs 4 

Presbyterian women urge caution ’on arms Sal€S ieee see esses eseeevess Wee: yet. See eee 8 

Stockholder actions to fight apartheid ......cceeeeeeereceeeeeeees GR ie cunt. 28 ott eceak tacit, 8 

Well-known church communicator dies in the US ......... Ae Qnarcks ae hls tle ew a RPA GNOMES ¢ 5 ite 8 

US human rights policy - church concern ........ PO Pe ee , EPPO tate borate: Sweet ho Gh ert te 

WCC statement mourns slain children; points to growing violence in ene US Sileis 286 So Sieemawemee soechare aioe 

US Churches evaluate justice and service issues at WCC SOM Uae eke eustoleietels sii6ce PPE AS CIRC aed. 10 

Community of women and men study - US regional meeting ...+.eeee seen eee cere eens Ter. OR oes. se 11 

WSCF General Assembly to be held in USA ......... SIRNA Boss stale ote ay. gee Aires Bs Seiwa 2 ae 12 

Resettlement, theology and church advocacy for Bete den discussed: imp USmtceeeretetercie sie uals ale le aici Ns, 

US Presbyterians re-elect chief executive CAs, Siedouewantsine see e eee AR oh So, 6 SAS OF MOI ROR Oh HORACIO hd 
USSR 

Metropolitan Filaret - new head of external church Hela. OSs ser 9s Gk reitrieney ch ey ORO) Monn Asa THA 

Baptist leaders discuss peace issues at international seminar in Moscow .....+..+-seeee Pe SE carci 12 

Russian Church's publications take historical step .......... D aben ec eamehet sine Ma ites! « si.0.5 6aph RReMSRE ECT ene © Wis} 
VIETNAM 

GDR Protestants send 40,000 bibles to Vietnam ...... einer CEC e es Scan sts eh RR URS 
ZIMBABWE 


Church leaders challenge oil companies to support Zimbabwe .....+...+.++4-- sa Bh. ER. os o's < 
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International, Ecumenical and Regional Christian Bodies 
Beternationa! chitihe se secre eoOkl Ole | mi ninee Stud eS fa kaka e ace inactarduetcctcneccnns eel ne 6 


International Organizations 


International sear sere pesap ited ‘Persone, t98t +2277 PPaleoe bo. Lid. bow. wal eeurel. Ad. dosedasead. wen). 5 
Human rights violence in El Salvador documented at UN Commission meeting ........ccececececeececs ? 
UN (Seminar commends tcampatgen jagainst -loans to South Afriea "pi JF ovh. badd. sod. deO. bJee. diame... 11 


Ecumenical Patriarchate 


1981°=" Year*of* the second’ Ecumenical’ Council’ sssscisaee: ce ee, Fae aeRO es FON TOR LR VSS: se 1 
New Patriarch of Jerusalem and All Palestine ............... awe eke PRON Oa UIE, BOS IOITL OO Rae. «2% 6 
Celebrations mark sixteen hundredth anniversary of second ecumenical council ..... BLIGE. 5s V7 
Roman Catholic Church 
Anglican representative at Vatican to retire ....... cece cece ce ecw eu’s PSMMER TOTS RATS ORE. MIM se 6 
Popensonn. Paul" Ti*to*visit*World* Counc? 196F *Churchessts. Wei tase BEER. Or BEAT NOME BROW es 10 
re OCGg Cae (lama Atk ar red Lies LC a ice a pi a rulciis ca. & ws jpsaie’ ala old tus ed @ ipa 5 & alee omc wale a 2.claen, 6 2 10 
WCC annonces programme for visit,of Pope John. Pauli lly «ews kad> eames narnia IAL, ORBEA ORCC RCT WOT Tgp 13 
Wet ieounetieeenet 6. )o.226neqi neti oncattemnt. Offs POPCr ie assis ana aa sa 5.40.0 Amide odes ea miavaumeencn 14 
Roman Catholics - World Council of Churches affirm steadily growing collaboration .............0-. 17 
human’ GaenetteyMethod ist? talks! —Wtehated Understandings iiccesscsataksssdessesendvsevatssesenetec 18 
World Christian Communions 
Saiveation army, delegation’ visits’ Werld’Gounel loof' Churches! fan lei uotg duels Qeelacd.t6 deoduad.... 16 
World Council of Churches 
WeCreppeatamrore Lat sane reconee racer kas pp ate. «up ses 5y515,5f0.5l0\ss «ole. tsa bs 9.3.6 #05 bib ker < nip mid wae pn een 2 
WCC to hold public hearing on nuclear disarmament ........ Eigse eestor he sath wes hue Mays ane sig Sok eta aueaa/ tae seeecte ae 
World* Muslim Congress official Visits WoO .2 644 Sey eiass ETE Ms HLA LGM COM? Tite os Ae fs. 34 
WCC? Exectti ver Committee makes witterrangine: review 44 444544 6544980 ag anne) woke oot... 5 
PCR publishes financial needs for 1981 ......... NCSC RAAIG AGG, oe, SORE AERTS LE ay. 6 
New staff appointments at the WCC ............0.- AS LS th ROR RR ML RT ARR. he OY 
WCC statement mourns slain children points to growing violence in the US ......c.ccececcccccceees 9 
Pope John Paul II to visit World Council of Churches .......... TR SE OS SA, TANI 10 
US Churches evaluate justice and service issues at WCC seminar ..........0.e0eeeeeee EL BAR a a 10 
WEtCrexpresses Support) for* Lyon hungervstrikers Vs Mt, ALAA Od eee ae Pah es 2 
Wo announces programe?’ for visieor* Pope John’ Paul ML 415 44) eee Le) to daa oa; 13 
WOCrissuce* ial fl million dollar appeal’ for’ Poland Vey BAT. ae. RAM, ARCMIN ete chalked lees CWS 6s oe 5 
World Council reacts to assassination attempt on Pope ......... iat eee Pe SRE BR, fh Ao oS 14 
World Council to receive official visit of GDR State Secretary for Religious Affairs ............ 14 
Closer links promised between LWF and WCC ...........0cec cues tenets, MORAN: MND, FMD Riles & 5s 15 
Salvation Amiyece levatron visits World Counce! fofGhurches p7.in.iy, poioewolol. wet oelaalek.... 16 
Oritodex ‘Ciiireiessexpress desire ‘for more partici pataon tn’ WOON Sos an, Dlsorke. soi, Aaa... 16 
WCC team visit draws state criticism ............. iistatale® shhahih a ate™s sted ie gale, Ads Mee UMA STARTS, ORG so os 17 
New ‘appointments ‘at ‘the WCC \.. ose lee e's seahticticlahalatchel ofboth olatal Totetiete Soh ant atiehals omamebmonenatal, Sidtak Laiichs Mada « os ay 
Roman Catholics- World Council of Churches affirm steadily growing Sallabiea sien DAMME etRehe Mees 6 <0 6 i, 
Aborigines welcome WCC's controversial team visit ............. MOMS are Tete ses Sate tots, IMs, MIU te o's = 18 
CATEGORY II: SUBJECTS 
Assemblies and Meetings 
Women and Men study challenges misuse of biblical texts ............ eo ee ee Wyn ie Hes Ale era 1 
Plea for “open and responsible" information in Europe .......+.-.--0- FEA AS. S oo ee esecaiae Syma aueaare ¢ 2 
Major European Ecumenical Conference planned in November ..... oo 05 bee Ree Pale tA . Sep EE Sie oss 4 
WCC Executive Committee makes wide ranging review ......-.eee esses eee eee eeees se WA OS es oo oe 5 
Human rights violations in El Salvador documented at UN Commission meeting .......eeeeeeeeeeeeees 7 
African Churchesrplangbourth cAssemblyiil.' y. aisle 0 o)0, 010 este amt atate stemreior sas So ae ok ae ie PRORMY Rs c3 + « 8 
Churches' role in emergencies subject of specialist meeting ........... SLEEP ree oe ee ee ee 9 
Cardiff meeting sets European Churches study agenda for '85 ..... seaman igh sii he's Segre ye ee 10 
US Churches evaluate justice and service issues at WCC Seminar .....eeneeeccecccnncccrncvrcecceee 10 
Consultation with Chinese Church leaders ...... Meh WR sedidetbee é Regs IE yey EOS ey Sennen ome ar ea 11 
WeCf Ceneral Assembly Co be Neld AMetohna ss ck ce see dee de Coe ee eee le ae eee eee aa ele aes 12 
Church and tourism - international conference planned ........ EE BD BRASS a tS halt SF ne ees a3 
Health care for all - theme of CMC meeting ........... ee Sewers eee BEG t ES RO aed A PEMBSRBMS Be cose 15 
Asian Churches should relate more to people, assembly told .... cece cece reece cree reer cere eer eceens ts 


WorldexwCASEmecutiveemeets in Geneva ....c..400500esu eds 3 BV at ike Mate: APPR OER CC oe er 


Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 


We. 2 ee Se ee ee ae oo ee Sara _. Se A 
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Church Leaders 


Evangelism leader knighted ..0ecsec snes ccvneemse snes geese ctseeste asses BPE en a ee ee 1 
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ITALIAN CHURCHES PRESENT 
SEVEN MILLION DOLLAR RECONSTRUCTION PLAN 


Rome (EPS) - The Federation of Protestant Churches (FPC) in Italy, has 
presented a $ 7 million plan for an assistance programme for those affected 
by last November's earthquake. In particular some 160 prefabricated houses 
are to be supplied to rehouse people in towns and villages of the 
devastated area and in Naples. 


At the beginning of January, the President of the FPC, Piero Bensi, held 
discussions in Geneva with the World Council of Churches' (WCC) Commission 
on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) about the 
possibilities of financing this programme both through the European 
Churches and churches further afield. 


Six weeks after the earthquake, the FPC believes it is now urgent to pass 
from first aid to rebuilding. If the plan is financed, the FPC would 

carry out the reconstruction projects and try to improve the critical 
economical and social situation in the area. With aid from the international 
relief agencies and churches the FPC has been able to help almost from the 
moment the earthquake struck Southern Italy. The affected area is equal 

to the size of Belgium, and the destruction killed over 3,000 people and 
made some 200,000 homeless. 


In the rural areas the FPC plans: at Ruva del Monte (prefabricated 
structures suitable for cultural and social work as well as a corrugated 
iron shed for lambs and drying sheep skins); in San Gregorio Magno 

(a school); in Avellino (40 prefabricated houses for the needy); and in 
Salerno (at least 20 prefabricated houses). It is also planned to repair 
various buildings and churches that belong to the Protestant communities 
in the area. 


In addition, the FPC wants to allocate no less than 100 prefabricated 
houses to the city of Naples, where experts have not yet finished 
inspecting the damaged buildings, but where many buildings have been 
declared uninhabitable and where the number of homeless might increase to 
100,000. The prefabricated houses will be constructed in groups to form 
small "villages" and will be integrated into the corresponding city 
districts. The PFC states that: "Although official channels are already 
acting in an attempt to meet this need, the more flexible and less 
bureaucratic style of the churches could succeed in quick and sound action". 


The Federation informed the WCC that this programme, the most ambitious 
ever undertaken by Italian Protestants, has the full support of all its 
churches and community members (Waldensian, Methodist, Baptist, Lutheran 
and Salvation Army). 


Within days of the earthquake the WCC's CICARWS launched an appeal for 

$ 100,000, in order to provide help for the victims. As a result $ 140,000 
was received (half in supplies, half in cash), and was sent to the FPC for 
the first phase of their relief work. 
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OPPONENT OF APARTHEID 
DIES IN UK 


London (EPS) - Bishop Ambrose Reeves, former Anglican Bishop of Johannesburg, 
died on 23 December, aged 81. He had been Assistant Bishop in the Diocese 
of Chichester since 1966. 


Bishop Reeves had a long association with the Student Christian Movement. 
And was present at the first Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 
Amsterdam in 1948. 


He became known as an outspoken critic of apartheid and both he and his 
family were subjected to threats and pressures. He fled to Swaziland a 

few days after the March 1960 Sharpeville shooting believing he was to be 
imprisoned for comments made on that occasion. He returned to Johannesburg 
in September the same year but was deported some 48 hours later by the 
South African Government. 


In addition to his church responsibilities Bishop Reeves was, since 1970, 
the President of the Anti-Apartheid Movement. 


EPS 


EVANGELISM LEADER 
KNIGHTED 


London (EPS) - The Rev. Dr Alan Walker, OBE, director of world evangelism 
for the World Methodist Council has been appointed a Knight Bachelor in 
Queen Elizabeth's New Year's Honours List for the Commonwealth of Australia. 


Dr Walker, a Minister of the Uniting Church in Australia was named for his 
"service to religion". For many years he ran the Central Methodist Mission 
in Sydney and was the founder of "Lifeline" a telephone counselling service. 


EPS 


1981 - YEAR OF THE SECOND ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 


Istanbul (EPS) - The Ecumenical Patriarch Dimitrios I, has proclaimed 1981 
as the Year of the Second Ecumenical Council. This marks the 1600th 
anniversary of the Council of Constantinople, which adopted the final 
version of the confession of Christian faith known as the Nicene - 
Constantinopolitan Creed. "This year will give to the divided Christian 
Church the occasion to proclaim together, once again, the Credo of the 
One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, as formulated by the Fathers of 
the undivided Church of Christ", said Patriarch Dimitrios, who is 
recognized by the Orthodox Churches as Primus inter pares. 


EPS 
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NEW APPOINTMENT FOR 
LEADING LUTHERAN 


Geneva (EPS) - Dr Dan Martensen, the Lutheran World Federation's (LWF) 

secretary for interconfessional research and dialogue for the past six 

years has been named to head an ecumenical consortium of 10 theological 
schools in the Washington, D.C. area. His new work as director of the 

Washington Theological Consortium will begin on 1 August. 


Dr Martensen said he sees the new position as a way to further the 
ecumenical movement: "What is needed now and in the coming decades is 
the development of middle-level ecumenical structures, structures that 
connect the local ecumenical initiatives to the extensive but relatively 
elitist global level ecumenical activity. Church leadership, theological 
faculties as well as lay men and women to an astonishing degree have not 
integrated the ecumenical movement's advances of the past 70 years into 
their respective ministries. It seems to me that an organization like 
the Washington Theological Consortium is especially well equipped to 
address this basic need." 


At the LWF Dr Martensen has coordinated the Federation's bi-lateral 
dialogues, such as with Roman Catholics, the Orthodox, Methodist, Reformed, 
Baptists and Anglicans (Episcopalians). In addition, he has worked in 
multi-lateral settings, such as the Christian World Communions, and has 
worked closely on improving the working relationship between the LWF and 
the World Council of Churches (WCC). 


Dr Konrad Raiser, WCC Acting General Secretary, said: "through his 
experience in ecumenical work with the LWF and member churches of the WCC, 
Dan has shown he is eminently qualified to head up this consortium. He's 
made a unique contribution to the development of ecumenical dialogue 
between Christian churches and confessions and has shown theological 
integrity in promoting and mediating these dialogues that will be an 
important asset for establishing relationships and dialogues between the 
theological institutions joined together in the consortium." 


The Washington Consortium is made up of 1,500 students and 250 faculty 
members of the 10 member schools - Catholic University of America's School 

of Religious Studies, Desales Hall School of Theology, Dominican House of 
Studies, Oblate College, Howard University School of Religion, Episcopal 
Theological Seminary in Virginia, Lutheran Theological Seminary (Gettysburg), 
Washington Theological Coalition, Wesley Theological Seminary and St. Paul's 
College. Members in the consortium participate in a cross-registration of 
over 600 courses a year and share the library resources of the 

participating schools 


EPS 
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WOMEN AND MEN STUDY 
CHALLENGES MISUSE OF BIBLICAL TEXTS 


Amsterdam (EPS) - Three World Council of Churches' (WCC) consultations on 
the subject of the place of women and men in the church have now spelled 
out and challenged the widespread misuse of theology and biblical texts to 
justify women's subordination. This problem is a big factor in driving 
women from the Church. 


These three specialized meetings were part of the WCC's Study on the 
Community of Women and Men in the Church. In addition seven regional 
meetings form part of the study process. Their findings, which deal with 
the very basis of the Church's teaching, will provide a major input for the 
study's culminating international consultation to be held in Sheffield, 
England, 10-19 July, this year. 


The issues tackled by the three conferences were inter-related. The first 
gathering at Klingenthal, France, in August 1979, concentrated on the 
theological issues of women's ordination. The doctrine of the image of 
God was the starting point for the second, held a year later in Nieder- 
altaich, Federal Republic of Germany. The final meeting in Amsterdam, 
Netherlands, 15-19 December, discussed the authority of scripture in the 
light of women's new experiences. 


Some 100 women and men from a wide spectrum of cultures and denominations 
contributed their research, ideas and personal testimonies to these three 
specialized meetings. Among them were biblical scholars, theologians, 
teachers, translators, local pastors, doctors and psychologists from 
Roman Catholic, Anglican, Protestant and (except in Amsterdam) Orthodox 
traditions. 


Discussions were outstanding in the degree of consensus reached at each of 

the three meetings. At the close of the Amsterdam conference, the WCC's 
co-ordinator of the Community Study, Dr Constance Parvey said: "Representatives 
from around the world were unanimous in affirming that the Bible has been 

used in the churches to ratify the second class status of women". The 
Amsterdam participants decided that while the problem was universal, 

correcting injustices must be worked out "in each cultural, social and 
ecclesiastical context". 


A common feature of all three gatherings was the participants’ concern that 
Christian teaching about the male image of God and the use of exclusively 
"male" language was contrary to the vision of human wholeness. Many, 
including both women and men felt alienated and excluded by it. 


Niederaltaich participants agreed that: ".. an almost exclusively male 


image of God .. has helped to cause the affirmation of male, white, Western 
superiority, and to create a sense of inferiority of women and of people 
from non-Western cultures". 


All three conferences felt that the changing situation of women in the 
secular world demands a "new reading'' of women in Scripture. Many biblical 
passages portray women as strong, willing to confront injustice and 
challenge authority. The texts most often cited, however, give a one- 
dimensional view of women as either submissive and servile or as prostitutes 


and temptresses, unworthy of a full role in the important tasks of the 
Church and its ministry. 


(more) 
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Said the Amsterdam meeting: "The burden of proof really lies with those 
who want to stick to a patriarchal understanding (of the Bible) and so 
deny equality between women and men". 


Selective interpretation of Scripture to the detriment of women, it was 
pointed out, has many parallels, past and present. The Bible has been 
misused to justify slavery, to defend the domination of rich countries 
over poor, and still today, to defend apartheid in South Africa. 


The special significance of the Amsterdam meeting was the new vision of 
authority of Scripture coming through. Participants saw this authority 
as "a loving servanthood" which liberates women and men. 


"He (Jesus) summons both women and men to find their authority and freedom 
in Christ, and to become the new humanity in community." 


Recommendations going forward to the international consultation in July 
suggest ways of building women's perspectives and their participation 

into many spheres of church life - exegesis, worship, theological training, 
Bible translation and interpretation, lay education and pastoral 
counselling. The churches, it was also stressed, have much to learn from 
and to share with, the secular women's movement. 


A new equality between women and men in the church can improve the 
position of women in society by involving Christians in issues of justice 
for women and other oppressed groups. - Kathy Lowe 


EPS 
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NEW COMMON FAITH FOR 
CHRISTIANS BY YEAR 2000? 


Geneva (EPS) - A World Council of Churches (WCC) commission has adopted a 
theological action plan for the 1980s which it hopes will lead to a new 
contemporary statement of the common faith of Christians. 


It hopes to set up a "preliminary plateau" through consolidating existing 
agreements among churches. These will encourage churches eventually to 
meet together as a universal council - the only body with authority to 
formulate a new confession of the apostolic faith. 


The plan, which centres on a series of statements on baptism, eucharist 
and ministry worked out over years of talks between churches, was endorsed 
by a meeting of the WCC Faith and Order Commission held at Annecy, France 
in January. 


Faith and Order director the Rev. William Lazareth said the hope for a 

truly representative ecumenical council and a new confession of apostolic 
faith "will take us up to the end of the century". "But once the statements 
on baptism, eucharist and ministry are accepted by all the churches, we 
will have taken a step which is unprecedented in modern ecumenical history," 
he said. 


A WCC study project on the three key areas of baptism, eucharist and 
ministry is now almost complete. After final revision, the agreements will 
be able to go for decision to individual churches in 1982. 


The Faith and Order Commission will, in addition, provide a practical 
handbook to help lay people see the significance of the agreements for 
their parish life. The commission will also prepare reports on the 
practical implications for worship, and a set of theological essays. 


Studies on the statements and advances in Christian unity will be developed 
this year to help pave the way to the WCC Sixth Assembly in Vancouver in 
1983, to feed into the theological debate there. 


"It is not a question of WCC Assembly approval of these agreements", said 
Dr Lazareth. ''They should be received not in any legal way at Vancouver, 
but 'spiritually', so as to complement discussion in the churches." 


It is expected that the agreements will receive church assent by 1984. 


In the meantime, the various types of Christian unity - including the 
unity expressed in councils of churches - could be seen as stages leading 
towards the full unity of the Christian church. 


Another area for study will be on the new identity churches find after 
unity and how they then play their part in the church universal. 


As part of its action plan, Faith and (der hopes to relate theology more 
closely to life issues in a long term project on "The Unity of the Church 
and the Renewal of the Human Community". 


This will mean theological reflection on the challenges posed to community 
life by such areas as ecology, energy, the gap between rich and poor, the 
conflict between generations and the resurgence of religions in today's 
world. 


(more) 
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The first phase of this project is already going on. This is the study on 
"The community of women and men in the church" which will climax in an 
international conference at Sheffield, England, in July. 


The study has been a joint venture between Faith and Order and the Women's 
Desk of the WCC, with churches worldwide involved in the preparations. 

It analyses the theological, anthropological, ethical, social and cultural 
attitudes towards the relationship of women and men in the church's life. 


EPS 


TUTU'S PASSPORT 
RETURNED 


Johannesburg (EPS) - The passport of Bishop Desmond Tutu, General Secretary 
of the South African Council of Churches, was today (22 January) returned 
to him by order of the Minister of Internal Affairs. 


Bishop Tutu's passport was withdrawn by Mr Alwyn Schlebusch, the then 
Minister of the Interior in early March, 1980, and repeated requests by 
Bishop Tutu and the SACC for the reinstatement of the passport were refused 
by the Minister. 


Mr Matt Stevenson, Deputy General Secretary of the SACC has expressed delight 
that Bishop Tutu will once again fulfil his role on the world scene. He 

has been unable to attend numerous international gatherings to which he 

had been invited as a distinguished guest. 


Mr Stevenson said that he believed that the return of Bishop Tutu's 
passport was as a result of the prayers of many Christians in South Africa 
and abroad and through the intervention of international diplomats and 
world political leaders. 


EPS 
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CHURCH LEADERS FEAR ESCALATION OF 
VIOLENCE AFTER FAILURE OF NAMIBIA TALKS 


Geneva (EPS) - More death, more suffering, more oppression and more refugees 
will be the situation in Southern Africa following the failure of the pre- 
implementation talks arranged by the United Nations in Geneva, 7-14 January. 


Commenting on the failure, the All Africa Conference of Churches' (AACC) 
General Secretary, the Rev. Max Rafransoa, said that South Africa is 
"like an ostrich" in that it "refuses to recognize the objective fact of 
the legitimacy of SWAPO as representative of the Namibian people". 


In a statement from Windhoek, the Executive Committee of the Namibian 
Council of Churches said: "We feel that the door has now been opened to 
an escalation of violence, murder and bloodshed", a fear also expressed 
by Mr Rafransoa, who said the continuing confrontation will cause 
"unnecessary violence and suffering". 


Appealing for an immediate effort to reconvene the conference the Namibian 
church leaders drew attention to what they considered as the cause of the 
conference's failure: "We feel strongly that minor matters concerning 
status and/or partiality/impartiality should not be allowed to affect the 
peaceful future of our nation and that every effort should be made to rise 
above such pettiness. Endless negotiations on such minor grounds prolong 
the acute agony and suffering of our people, as they only increase the 
numbers of our people who die as a result of the war". 


The church leaders reference to partiality and pettiness is an attack on 
the South African delegation to the talks who demanded the withdrawal of 
the UN recognition of SWAPO as the "authentic representative of the people 
of Namibia" and questioned the impartiality of the UN itself saying it had 
lost trust and confidence. 


Mr Rafransoa also expressed the hope that the UN will persevere and continue 
dialogue with South Africa to make possible free and fair elections in 
Namibia. "It is a pity", said Mr Rafransoa, "that South Africa did not 
take seriously the precedent of Zimbabwe" with regard to the process of 
democratic elections. 


In a further action following the Geneva talks' failure the Namibian 
church leaders "removed the seal of confidentiality" on a letter sent to 
the South African State President following the introduction of compulsory 
military service in the territory last October. The Council of Churches 
together with the Roman Catholic Church indicated that "in view of the 
nature of the opposing factions involved in the present guerilla war, the 
enlistment of South-West Africa/Namibia nationals for compulsory military 
service would result in that war becoming a civil war." 


It has been reported since then and particularly during the period of the 
Geneva conference, that South African military personnel were "picking-up 
16 year olds from the street" in a forced conscription. This action has 
increased the number of Namibians fleeing into neighbouring countries and 
means more demands for humanitarian assistance from both the SWAPO 

(more) 
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organization and from Angola, Botswana and Zambia. (See "Namibian refugees - 
WCC US$ 600,000 appeal" page ). 


Namibia, a former German colony, ruled by South Africa since 1920, has a 
strong Lutheran tradition. The Evangelical Lutheran Church and the 
Evangelical Lutheran Owambokavango Church, together with the African 
Methodist Episcopal and the Anglican Churches make up the council. 


A statement from Lutheran World Federation General Secretary, Dr Carl Mau, 
last week, regrets that the Geneva meeting failed. "A great opportunity 
for peace has been missed", said Dr Mau. He went on: "One of the parties, 
namely the government of South Africa, was not ready to sign a ceasefire 
and implementation agreement. That government with a heavy investment of 


troops and armaments, continues to impose its rule on a people who wish to 
end the violence". 


EPS 


ECLOF ACHIEVES RECORD YEAR 
FOR CHURCH LOANS 


Geneva (EPS) - 1980 was a record year for the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund 
(ECLOF). During the year the board ratified 101 loans, approved by national 
ECLOF committees, valued at over US$ 1.9 million. In 1979 the comparable 
figures were 89 loans worth US$ 1.45 million. ECLOF is now operating with 
51 committees in 49 countries. These committees approve the loan requests 
from churches and local cooperatives. For some years ECLOF has been 
following a policy of delegating the decision making to more and more of 

its national committees. 


ECLOF was created in 1946 with the purpose of making available to churches 
with limited means, low interest loans to help finance projects for the 
reconstruction of their buildings. Since the early 1970's ECLOF has more 
and more financed projects in the areas of development, education, medical 
agriculture, crafts and social concerns, particularly in developing 
countries. At the present time ECLOF has some US$ 8 million in revolving 
funds deposited with the different national committees. 


EPS 
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NAMIBIAN REFUGEES - 
WCC US$ 600,000 APPEAL 


Geneva (EPS) - A US$ 600,000 appeal for refugees from Namibia has been 
launched by the World Council of Churches' Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) in the wake of the failure of the pre- 
independence talks on the disputed territory arranged by the United Nations, 
7-14 January. 


Reports reaching Geneva indicate that over the past few weeks there has 
been an increased exodus of young refugees from Namibia to Angola, Zambia 
and Botswana. The principal reason for this is given as the pressures 

from the authorities on young people from 16 years of age to be conscripted 
into the South African army to fight against the South-West African Peoples' 
Organization (SWAPO). It is estimated that 5,000 fled to Angola during 

the first two weeks of the new year. 


SWAPO authorities and Namibian church leaders in Geneva for the UN Conference 
appealed to the WCC for urgent assistance to alleviate the suffering of 

these people. SWAPO President Sam Nujoma in a letter to the WCC outlined 

the immediate needs. These include tents, blankets, food stuffs, including 
food for babies and nursing mothers, clothing of all sizes and soap and 
vaseline. An airlift to Luanda is being planned by CICARWS as soon as 
possible. 


The CICARWS appeal has been coordinated with an ongoing assistance 
programme to Namibian refugees of the Lutheran World Federation. 


EPS 


WCC APPEALS FOR ITALIAN 
RECONSTRUCTION PLAN 


Geneva (EPS) - A US$ 5.5 million appeal for rehabilitation and reconstruction 
in Southern Italy, following the November '80 earthquake, has been launched 
by the World Council of Churches' (WCC) Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service (CICARWS). 


The appeal is in response to plans presented by the Federation of 
Protestant Churches in Italy (FPCI) which amount to some US$ 7 million. 
(See EPS .No.1 - 8 January 1981). The major effort will be in providing 
prefabricated housing in rural areas affected by the earthquake. In 
addition 100 houses will be erected in Naples. 


The initial CICARWS appeal of $ 100,000 which provided emergency food, 
clothing and shelter, issued on 26 November received over $ 200,000. From 
this some $ 80,000 is available for the next phase in the programme. 


The FPCI indicate that this new programme, the most ambitious ever under- 
taken by Italian Protestants, has the full support of all its churches and 
community members (Waldensian, Methodist, Baptist, Lutheran and Salvation 
Army). 

EPS 
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PLEA FOR "OPEN AND RESPONSIBLE" 
INFORMATION IN EUROPE 


Strasbourg, France (EPS) - The training of religious media specialists, 

the fast setting-up of a monthly European religious information bulletin, 
and a policy of "open and responsible information" were some of the concerns 
formulated at a meeting of churches and religious journalists of 18 Lutheran 
Minority Churches from 11 European countries, in Liebfrauenberg, near 
Strasbourg, 11-16 January 1981. 


This meeting, the first of its kind, was organized by the Communication 
Committee of Minority Lutheran Churches in Europe. The theme of the meeting, 
"Information and Proclamation", gave opportunity for the various historical 
and political situations in which these minority Lutheran Churches in Eastern 
and Western Europe find themselves to be explained. The widely differing 
conceptions about the role of the media and communication within the 

Churches brought conflict but at the end of this week of intense discussion 

a certain consensus was reached. 


It was agreed that where the minority Lutheran Churches have access to the 
media, they should see this as a "forum of encounter" where different views 
can be expressed. Participants rejected the practice of using church media 
as a "loudspeaker, either for institutions, individuals or groups". This 
could damage the church's credibility both in terms of information as well 
as proclamation. "A realistic image of the church created by responsible 
and open information strengthens the credibility of the witness of the 
church", said the meeting. Such responsible and open information also 
enables churches to communicate wherever they are witnessing, to challenge 
the world, and to be challenged, instead of "retreating to a ghetto". 


The consultation recommended that the committee organize a seminar on 
audio-visual techniques to facilitate the task of church media; help the 
minority churches with the training of church journalists; analyse the 
importance of parish publications, and set-up shortly a monthly regional 
news bulletin. This latter plea is a project under discussion for some time, 
to provide a regional information service in German for the minority 
Lutheran Churches of Europe. 


The Liebfrauenberg consultation was one of the efforts to stimulate and 
improve communication, undertaken by the Communications Department of the 
Lutheran World Federation (LWF). 


EPS 
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NEW ERA IN 
NICARAGUA 


Geneva (EPS) - Church aid to Nicaragua through the World Council of 
Churches (WCC) is expected to amount to some US$ 3.3 million during 1981. 


The commitment of the WCC's Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service (CICARWS) to appeal to churches for this amount arose from 
a meeting between Nicaraguan church and government representatives and 
ecumenical inter-church service agency officials in Geneva, last week. 


Nicaraguan government representatives, including the Minister for Social 
Welfare, Father Edgard Parrales and the Deputy Minister of Health, 
Joaquin Solis Piura, presented projects for financing amounting to some 
US $ 8.5 million. These were in the areas of health, education and child 
care. 


The projects contained in the WCC's US $ 3.3 million package include 

US $ 2 million for primary health care - a major thrust for the government's 
1981 programme; US $ 1 million for the continuation of the alphabetization 
campaign, especially adult education; and US $ 300,000 for the Centre for 
Rural Children and work for marginalized children in the towns. 


Since the revolution which displaced the Somoza regime in Nicaragua in 
June 1979 the world's churches, through the WCC, have supported a variety 
of programmes in the country, especially the alphabetization campaign for 
which some US $ 1.5 million has been provided. These have been coordinated 
through the Protestant Ecumenical organization, CEPAD, in Nicaragua. 


Speaking at a Press Briefing in Geneva given during the visit of the 
Nicaraguan representatives, Mr Angel Peiro, CICARWS official responsible 
for Latin American affairs said that the churches were supporting 
Nicaragua because the revolution which had taken place there was a new 
and different kind of revolution. The Christian presence is very strong, 
he said, not only in the ideas behind the rebuilding of the country but 
also in the people who are participating in the revolution. 


Mr Peiro went on: "Various government ministers and other employees are 
Roman Catholic priests and there is a truly intense participation by 
Christians in the revolution. The evangelical minority is also cooperating 
at all levels of government action." 


After the revolution the new Sandinista Front government was faced with a 
devastated country, with more than 40,000 dead. National reserves stood 
at only US $ 3 million. 


The new government, after nationalizing the wealth of former dictator 
Somoza, formulated a system of mixed economy with socialist tendencies 
and large popular participation. According to Father Parrales "private 
enterprise has in its power, at this moment, more than 60 per cent of 
the country's commerce and production". 


Since the revolution too, some US $ 200 million have been received in the 
country in donations either in cash or material aid. This has come from 
government, church and private sources, from many countries around the world. 


(See Photo Oikoumene this issue) EPS 
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DEATH OF A FRENCH PIONEER 
OF THE ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 


Strasbourg (EPS) - One of the last pioneers of the modern ecumenical 
movement, Miss Suzanne de Diétrich passed away on 24 January 1981, at 
Strasbourg, France, at the age of 89. 


From 1914 onwards for nearly half a century she worked in the Student 
Christian Movement alongside men like Willem Visser't Hooft and Marc Boegner. 


In an official tribute, Dr Konrad Raiser, the World Council of Churches' 
(WCC) Acting General Secretary, said: "The ecumenical movement has lost one 
of its brightest spirits and strongest influences. Suzanne de Diétrich 
personified ‘the Biblical renewal' about which she wrote and taught with 
such passion and clarity, and thereby formed generations of biblically 
literate students and leaders, in France, at the Ecumenical Institute and 
around the world. 


"Her gifted leadership in the WSCF and the WCC, during four decades, gave 
direction to the ecumenical movement and especially to the Ecumenical 
Institute in its earliest years. A hereditary and lifelong disability did 
not deter or limit her in any task to which she was called in her 
ecumenical ministry. 


"No one who heard her expound the Bible will ever forget her incisive mind, 
her simplicity of expression and her sense of humour, nor doubt that the 
Bible is the living Word of God for everyone, as it was for her." 


Born on 29 January 1891 at Niederbronn, Alsace, France, into a family of 
metalfounders dating back uninterruptedly to 1684, she studied engineering 
at Lausanne with a view to later managing the family foundry. It was in 
Lausanne in fact that she came into contact for the first time with the 
Student Christian Movement. 


During the First World War she worked among bible students and groups of 
young people in Paris. 


In 1920 she was member of the French delegation to the first meeting after 
the Armistice in Beatenberg, Switzerland, of the Committee of the World 
Student Christian Federation (WSCF). Until 1935 she assumed increasing 
responsibilities within this Committee. It was the Rev. Willem A. Visser't 
Hooft who invited her to join the Secretariat of the WSCF in which she was, 
among other things, Secretary of the Commission for Ecumenical Relationships. 


In 1939 she was active in the creation of the Inter-Movement Committee for 
Evacuees (CIMADE) supporting it from Geneva during all of the Second World 
War. During all her life she was the spiritual guide of CIMADE, which in 
the meantime has become the inter-church aid service of French Protestantism. 


In 1946 she was appointed to the staff of the Ecumenical Institute at 
Bossey which the World Council of Churches (still in process of formation) 
had just established near to Geneva. There, until her departure in 1954, 
she organized biblical study seminars and played an active part along with 
Hendrik Kraemer, another eminent lay person, in the preparation of the 
Institute's programmes in which generations of theologians, pastors and 
lay people, men and women of all continents, have caught their ecumenical 
inspiration. 
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DAY OF PRAYER CALLED IN FRANCE 
FOR PERSECUTED CHURCHES 


Paris (EPS) - French Christians have been called to a day of prayer for 
the oppressed people and the persecuted churches in the world. 


In an "Appeal to Prayer" leaders from the Roman Catholic Church, the 
French Protestant Federation and the Greek Orthodox Church in France have 
asked their parishes to make Sunday, 22 March, a "day of prayer for the 
oppressed people and the persecuted churches, under whatever political 
system they may be found, and in particular for the churches in Central 
America". 


The French religious leaders have chosen the 22 March, in order to 
commemorate the tragic death, a year ago, of Archbishop Oscar Romero of 
San Salvador assassinated while celebrating the mass. "In his ministry 

as pastor and with a constant dedication to non-violence, his life 
witnessed to the uncompromising love of God for all the poor of the earth", 
the leaders commented. 


In their appeal, which they described as a sincere "ecumenical venture", 
Cardinal Roger Etchegaray, the Rev. Jacques Maury and Metropolitan Meletios 
stated that in many countries authoritarian regimes maintain their power 
by the use of violence. This results in disappearances, arbitrary 
detention, torture, and everyday political assassinations. 


They pointed out, in particular, two Central American countries affected 
by a climate of terror and violence, El Salvador and Guatemala. But, 
they added: "These are not the only ones". 


EPS 


COMMUNITY BREAKS DOWN 
RELIGIOUS BARRIERS 


Etsha, Botswana (EPS) - A village in a remote part of Botswana has 
developed a unique ecumenical Christian community where denominational 
barriers are unheard of, reports the Africa Press Service from Nairobi. 


Although the Hambukusu people of Etsha, in northern Botswana, came to know 
and accept Christianity through an Anglican missionary priest, Canon 
Ronald Wynne, they do not belong to any denomination. Their baptism, 
eucharist and confirmation have all been formed on an ecumenical basis. 


Speaking during the recent 15th assembly of the Botswana Christian Council, 
Canon Wynne assured delegates that although an Anglican, he had tried not 
to introduce Anglican influence at Etsha. He added that he had been 
acting as a representative of the member churches of the BCC, and not as 
an Anglican. 


Canon Wynne said he based his work on uniting all Christians. He explains 
the BCC now aims to develop the church at Etsha, with ministers and lay 
readers, teachers, villagers trained in primary health care, and 
congregations that are’ self-supporting but also outward-looking in 
evangelistic zeal. 
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FIGHTING IN EL SALVADOR CALLS FOR 
INCREASED CHURCH AID 


Geneva (EPS) - An appeal has been launched (26 January), by the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) for US$ 2.3 million for humanitarian assistance 
in response to the needs resulting from the civil strife in El Salvador. 


The appeal by the WCC's Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee end World 
Service (CICARWS) notes that "at this critical moment" the basic needs to 
be met are food, medicines, clothes and other material resources both 
inside El Salvador and for refugees in other Central American countries 
and in Mexico. 


This new appeal comes at a time when the expanded fighting in El Salvador 
has caused the internal displacement of some 150,000 people. 


Churches, church schools and institutions are being used as places of 
refuge by hundreds of families in the capital, San Salvador, in other 
cities and towns, as well as in the countryside. 


Living conditions in these camps are described as "precarious". In 
addition, the people who take refuge there are constantly harrassed by 
government troops. 


As a result of these disruptions, thousands of people are fleeing the 
country, especially those close to national borders. UNHCR report that 

up to mid-December 1980, some 100,000 refugees from El Salvador were 
registered in Mexico and Central America. The present "all out" offensive 
is daily increasing this figure. 


In a move to closer aid coordination in the area a new organization has 
been formed, called the Salvadorean Ecumenical Association for 
Humanitarian Action and Service (Asociacién Salvadorena Ecumenica de 
Servicio y Accién Humanitaria, ASESAH). This organization will unify the 
efforts of both the present Roman Catholic and Protestant relief agencies. 


In April 1980 CICARWS appealed for US$ 500,000 for ecumenical assistance 
in El Salvador. This appeal has brought in US$ 755,755. This week's new, 
much larger appeal reflects the increased suffering brought on by the 
recent escalation of the violence. 
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NEW ERA NICARAGUA 


Since the successful revolution in 1979, Nicaragua has 
made concerted efforts to build a new society. (See 
story this issue). 

(2574, 2578/9/80) The alphabetization crusade has been 
a priority operation. Considerable church money has 
bolstered its progress. 

(2575) Rev. Edgard Parrales, Nicaraguan Minister of 
Social Welfare (left) and Mr Bernardo Chamorro, Deputy 
Minister of the International Reconstruction Fund at a 
Press Briefing in the Ecumenical Centre, Geneva. 
(2576) Dr Joaquin Solis Piura, Nicaraguan Deputy Minis 
of Health, explains the projects he would like the 
churches to finance. 

(2577) Work with urban children is to receive church h 
(2581) The church is closely involved in the revolutio 
(2582) Rebuilding after the revolution. 

(2583) Health is a 1981 priority. 


(Photos CIRIC,WCC). 


os 


ONAL DE ALFABETIZACION Ministerio de Educacion _ 


De AZA oO oHeme o 
AAG PAW HO 


2569 


25 2 


ae 5 


(2569) Philippine women wh 
organized the Silver Jubil 
Celebrations of the Felloy 
ship of the Least Coin sir 
to conference participants 
(2570) Sister Mary John 
Mananza gives a theologica 
reflection on the church 
in the Philippines. 

(2571) A Christian Student 
drama group perform the 
play "Call to Worship" 
which challenges Christian 
to take sides in the peopl 
struggles. 

(2572/3) Representatives 
from the USA and from 
Africa take part in the 
conference. 


Front page: A Salvation Ar 
officer renders a musical 
item at the celebrations. 


(Photos: WCC) 


. Photos are available from the World Council of Churches, Film and Visual Arts Department, P.O.B. 66, 
photo oikoumene 


1211 Geneva, at the cost of Sw.Fr. 12.— 
developing countries. 


or equivalent in your currency. Free of charge to Eastern and 


FE P Ecumenical 
Press Service 


IS: ““OIKOUMENE” GENEVA - TEL. 989400 TELEX 23423 OIK CH - 150 ROUTE DE FERNEY, 1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLAND 


No.4/48th Year 1981 12 February 1981 


Contents: 


— 


WCC to hold public hearing on nuclear disarmament ..... 2 
World Muslim Congress official visits WCC .......... Bares ee 
Disablecwperconeunot anotner |iPood CAUSE). ees iieecacee 3 
Wa Dean ate aveCuesClOned itr cin et. Rizisth sua Ub cueye satona \vctore ts Gh 
Disciples protest US removal of 

El Salvador Ambassador ......... 8 byw athe ari te b tetame ls totahets etal | oA 
COM@eChuntOuleOonsui Cat lon = fOUTth, YOUNG iis sie 6 e's y éleces tos 5 
Major European Ecumenical Conference 

ele ean OV OMG Luise sss a hc ¢'s tos sued» aca lnue Gist ie HeiteekE lO 
Nicaraguan literacy campaign nominated for 

Nobel Prize eoeeoeteerteteeeeeeeeeeeeeeeteeeeeeteeeteee ceee7#ee ee 6 
Orthodox Patriarch pleads the cause of 

Jerusalem and Lebanon at Islamic summit ......... sph eee he 


THE NEXT EPS WILL APPEAR ON 19 FEBRUARY 1981 


lished under auspices: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young Women’s 
istian Association - World Student Christian Federation. 


aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
‘ements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 


No.4 - 12 February 1981 


WCC TO HOLD PUBLIC HEARING 
ON NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT 


Geneva (EPS) - An international Public Hearing on Nuclear Disarmament, 
is to be held in November 1981, in Amsterdam, sponsored by two sub-units 
of the World Council of Churches (WCC). 


A prospectus outlining the purpose and scope of the Hearing has just been 
published by the Council's office for Church and Society and the Commission 
of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA). 


The Rt. Rev. John S. Habgood, Anglican Bishop of Durham, and member of the 
House of Lords will chair the 15-member panel which will conduct the 
Hearing. Other panel members, to be announced later, will include 
representatives of the principal theological, ethical, geographical and 
political view-points in the membership of the Council. 


The Hearing is in response to a request of the WCC's Central Committee 
which at its meeting in August 1980, asked the two sub-units '"'to arrange 
jointly an international public hearing on the current threats to world 
peace with special focus on the increased danger of nuclear war, where 
authoritative witnesses can be cross-examined in an effort to assess the 
present situations”. 


The proposal for the hearing emerges from recommendations of the 

1979 World Conference on Faith, Science and the Future which adopted a 
resolution on Science for Peace, urging the WCC, member churches and 
scientific groups to give greater attention to the work for nuclear 


disarmament, and to enlarge and support the Programme on Disarmament and 
against Militarism and the Arms Race. 


Bishop Habgood chaired the 1979 Conference sub-committee which prepared 
the resolution on Science for Peace. 


Expert scientific, political and theological witnesses will be questioned 
by the Hearing Group for their views on the following subject areas: 


- The need for a global perspective on nuclear disarmament 

- Threats implicit in the development and introduction of 
nuclear weapon systems 

- the present capacity for "overkill" 

- challenge to the acceptance of the "limited" nuclear war strategy 

- political and military consequences of scaling down the availability 
of nuclear arms 

- approaches to disengagement from military strategies based on 
nuclear weapons (including an evaluation of the multilateral 
and unilateral approaches to nuclear disarmament). 

- influence of non-nuclear nations, especially those in Africa, 
Asia, Latin America, the Middle East and the Pacific, on 
nuclear disarmament strategy. 


The Hearing Group will also examine the views of churches, governmental 
bodies, the UN (especially the recently published report to the UN 
Secretary General on Complete Disarmament: Comprehensive Study on Nuclear 
Weapons), Peace Research Institutes and groups and movements concerned with 
these questions. The Hearing will report its findings to the WCC's General 
Secretary, and it is likely that they will then be forwarded to the next 
WCC Assembly in Vancouver 1983. 
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WORLD MUSLIM CONGRESS OFFICIAL 
VISITS Wcc 


Geneva (EPS) - Dr Inamullah Khan, General Secretary of the World Muslim 
Congress, paid his first official visit to the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) , 4-6 February 1981. During his visit he discussed the proposal for 
the joint sponsorship by the WCC and the World Muslim Congress for a 
consultation on "Christians and Muslims living and working together - the 
ethics and practices of humanitarian and development programmes. 


This consultation is to take place in Karachi, Pakistan, in September 1981, 
as guests of the World Muslim Congress, This will be just before the end of 
the first year of the new Islamic century and would be a form of Christian 
response to the worldwide celebrations marking the year. 


Participants will include not only those agencies in the Christian and 

Muslim worlds responsible for humanitarian and development programmes but also 
Christians and Muslims who live and work together at a local level imple- 
menting such programmes. 


As well as sharing the ideals and visions that motivate Christians and 
Muslims in humanitarian development work it is hoped that the proposed 
“consultation might lead to the setting-up of various pilot programmes 
involving both Christians and Muslims in both planning and action. These 
programmes are expected to be both in those parts of the world where 
Christians and Muslims live together, in many parts of Asia and Africa for 
example, and in areas where one or other communities may be in the minority, 
as for example in Western Europe and in certain parts of the Middle East. 


The Geneva meeting was attended by an official observer from the Secretariat 
for Non-Christians in Rome, following up cooperation agreements confirmed the 
previous week during a visit to Geneva from Archbishop Jadot, the newly- 
appointed president of the Vatican Secretariat for Non-Christians and his 
staff. 
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DISABLED PERSONS NOT 
ANOTHER "GOOD CAUSE" 


Oslo (EPS) - No Church of Norway programme intends to initiate any special 
action in connection with the International Year of Disabled Persons. "Quite 
consciously we want to avoid defining disabled persons as another cause for 
the church", Mr Gisle Haugum, consultant for deaconal questions at the 
Church of Norway's National Council, said here recently. "We rather wish 


to strengthen projects already in existence", he added. 


Mr Haugum said there is a wish that the church should focus on itself and on 
how individual congregations meet the needs of disabled persons: their access 
to church buildings, listening facilities and church presence in institutions, 
for example. Mr Haugum also underlined that these are matters which should 

be as important this year as any other year. 
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WAITANGI DAY QUESTIONED 


Auckland (EPS) - "The whole use of Waitangi Day as the New Zealand national 
day should be seriously re-examined" says a statement from the Church & 
Society Commission of the National Council of Churches in New Zealand. 


"Most pakeha New Zealanders think of the so-called Treaty of Waitangi as 

the historic basis of good legal relationships between themselves and the 
Maori people. They are apparently entirely ready to ignore the unquestionable 
facts: firstly, that it has never been ratified by either the New Zealand 

or British governments; secondly, that it has never been honoured in the 

sense of providing any protection for the Maori rights to land, and it is 

in no sense a legal instrument for that purpose. 


Increasingly there is anger among many Maori people, and others, about the 
whole tradition of Waitangi, and the honouring of it as the occasion for 

our national holiday. There is no meaning in pressing for the ratification 
of the "Treaty" now, since its purposes could no longer be fulfilled. But 

at least let there be serious questions raised and honestly faced. Questions 
such as: "In what sense is the making of Waitangi Day our national holiday 
anything but a hurtful mockery in view of an aspect of our history of which 
many of us are increasingly ashamed? 


It is our conviction that the discussion of such issues is of fundamental 
importance to our whole commitment to the achievement of a truly multi- 
cultural society of respect in this country. Only on the basis of honesty 
can we ever be "two peoples, one nation". 


Waitangi Day is celebrated on 6 February each year. The present Maori 


population of New Zealand is some 300,000 or 10 per cent of the total 
population. 


EPS 


DISCIPLES PROTEST US REMOVAL 
OF EL SALVADOR AMBASSADOR 


Indianapolis, USA (EPS) - The overseas executive of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) has criticized the removal of the United States 
Ambassador to El Salvador, calling the action a blow to human rights. 


In a telegram to President Ronald Reagan and Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig, Dr Robert A. Thomas, Indianapolis, Ind., called Ambassador Robert 
White's removal "a disgrace for the US and a blow to the hopes of the poor 
and oppressed everywhere". 


Disciples have been working through the National Council of Churches in 
the US in its efforts to "bring healing and encourage development of a 
more democratic society with more hope for the peasants in El Salvador", 
said Dr Thomas. 
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CHURCH UNION CONSULTATION 
- FOURTH ROUND 


Geneva (EPS) - "There is no miracle recipe by which the churches can jump 
from disunion into unity - but there are models of union experienced by 
certain churches and we want to see how they have made out in practice and 
can be used for other schemes", declared Dr Michael Kinnamon of the Faith 
and Order Secretariat of the World Council of Churches (WCC), in announcing 
that an international Consultation of United and Uniting Churches will be 
held, 18-25 November in Colombo, Sri Lanka. 


The Consultation will bring together approximately 50 representatives from 
united churches and church union negotiating committees. This will be 

the fourth meeting of its kind organized since 1967 by the WCC's Faith and 
Order Secretariat. 


The Colombo meeting will review the union agreements achieved among different 
churches of the same country or region; it will analyse the obstacles and 
will formulate some suggestions (doctrinal, structural, administrative etc.) 
the churches have to meet in order for a union to succeed, or, in other 

words the essential pre-requisites for a successful union. 


At the same time, participants will be appraised of the difficulties local 
church communities encounter in such a union. Union decisions are usually 
taken by theologians and leaders of the concerned churches. A crucial 
question to be raised said Dr Kinnamon is how can a paper union become a 
union of heart, spirit and faith for church believers? He added that some- 
times the churches delay union agreements - like the churches of Ghana - 

in order to have more time to prepare the faithful. 


However, once the churches are united, this is not the end of their task. 
What are the obstacles they have to cope with on the long road towards 
unity? How can such growth in consensus help united churches to realize 
their own catholicity and their relationship to the church universal? 


The present kind of church union has been existing for fifty years. They 
were drawn more to people's attention when the union of three large churches 
into the Church of Southern India took place in 1947. The creation of this 
church remains a model, even today, for many churches in Africa and Asia. 
Since then, no less than 75 churches have successfully accomplished union 
into 25 churches. In addition, a hundred churches in 17 countries, and of 
different confessions are in the course of negotiations. 


A lively discussion is anticipated in Colombo when the participants debate 
the relationship between ‘organic union' and current proposals for 'conciliar' 
and 'covenantal' fellowship. 
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MAJOR EUROPEAN ECUMENICAL CONFERENCE 
PLANNED FOR NOVEMBER 


Geneva (EPS) - A second major ecumenical conference bringing together 
representatives of all the main Christian confessions in both Eastern and 
Western Europe is to be held next November at Légumkloster, Denmark. It 
is being organized jointly by the Conference of European Churches (CEC) 
and the Council of European Bishops’ Conferences (CEBC). The first such 
joint ecumenical conference was held at Chantilly, France in April 1978. 


The Légumkloster meeting will be characterized by a strong emphasis on 
prayer and the spiritual life of the different Christian traditions. It 
will discuss how the Churches together can more effectively proclaim in 
Europe their message of peace, reconciliation and hope, and will seek ways 
of developing in practice its mission of service to the peoples of Europe. 


Details of the Légumkloster meeting, to be held from 16 to 20 November, 
involving some 80 participants, were announced following a recent meeting 
at Beienrode, near Brunswick, Federal Republic of Germany, of the joint 
committee of the CEC and CEBC. 


The two co-chairmen of the joint committee are the Rev. André Appel of 
Strasbourg, and Cardinal Basil Hume, Archbishop of Westminster. 


EPS 


NICARAGUAN LITERACY CAMPAIGN 
NOMINATED FOR NOBEL PRIZE 


London (EPS) - The Nicaraguan literacy campaign and its director, the 

Jesuit Father Fernando Cardenal (brother of the poet Father Ernesto Cardenal 
who is the country's Minister of Culture), have been nominated for the 

1981 Nobel Peace Prize by 117 British members of Parliament - 107 Labour, 
five Liberal and five Conservative. 


Also signing the letter are five members of the European Parliament (all 
Labour), nine Peers and seven trade unionists. 


The signatories include Labour party leader Michael Foot and Liberal party 
leader David Steel. 


In their letter of nomination the signatories point out that in a five- 
month campaign illiteracy in Nicaragua fell from 50 to 12 per cent of the 
population. The campaign has already been recognized by UNESCO with the 
award of its 1980 prize for literacy. 


"We believe that the transformation of Nicaragua from a country at war with 
itself to a country at war with illiteracy was a staggering achievement 
which fully merits the award of the 1981 Nobel Peace Prize to Fernando 
Cardenal and the Nicaragua Literacy Campaign", the letter concludes. 


EPS 


No.4 - 12 February 1981 7 


ORTHODOX PATRIARCH PLEADS THE CAUSE 
OF JERUSALEM AND LEBANON AT ISLAMIC SUMMIT 


Taif, Saudi Arabia (EPS) - A passionate plea for peace and justice for 
Jerusalem and Lebanon was made by Patriarch Ignatius IV of Antioch to the 
Islamic summit meeting in Taif, Saudi Arabia, which ended on 2/7 January. 


"Jerusalem and Lebanon are two poles in the Arab world, two pillars, two 
necessities for any security", said His Beatitude Ignatius IV, of the 
Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Antioch. The Patriarch is also President 
of the Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) which groups together 

18 Orthodox, Protestant and Anglican churches in the region. 


During his stay in Taif, where he had been invited as an observer to the 
conference by King Khaled of Saudi Arabia, the information department of 
the MECC reported that the Prelate had various meetings with Islamic state 
leaders. 


The Patriarch's predecessor, Patriarch Elias IV, attended the previous 
Arab summit in 1974 in Lahore, Pakistan. 


Patriarch Ignatius's speech was based on the worship of the one God and 
the concern for peace, justice and love, which are common to both Christians 
and Muslims. 


The Patriarch continued: "Jerusalem, is the place where, when we pray we 
recognize others as brothers. Jerusalem has a spiritual, religious and 
human face. May God prevent it from becoming a face which is exclusively 
political.” 


The Patriarch also asked the question: "In Jerusalem the Palestinians feel 
at home. Should we allow that they be transformed into visitors or transit 
passengers only?" 


As regard the Lebanon "where unity, well-being and security are a right" 
Patriarch Ignatius IV said: "The wounds are too great to be healed by 
lamentations and condolences". He reminded the participants in the Taif 
summit that "our unity is affected by the unity of Lebanon, our well-being 
depends on theirs". 
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WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MAKES WIDE RANGING REVIEW 


Geneva (EPS) - Planning for the Sixth Assembly of the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) in 1983 and support for the more immediate struggle of the churches and 
people in Namibia and El Salvador featured high on the agenda of the WCC's 
Executive Committee meeting in Geneva from February 9-13. 


The 25-member committee meets twice annually to review the WCC's programmes in 
preparation for the next Central Committee (this year in August, in Dresden, GDR). 


Plans for the next assembly of the WCC were outlined in a first report from a 
15-member international committee appointed to direct assembly preparations, 
moderated by Miss Pauline Webb of the UK. 


The report described an extensive programme of pre-assembly consultations and 
visits among and between member churches. This will enable them to begin 
assembling 18 months before the Vancouver, Canada event - shaping its style 
and agenda and reflecting together on the Assembly theme "Jesus Christ - the 
life of the world". 


The "life" theme is still being defined and elaborated but the Executive made 

a start with a first listing of major concerns that relate the theme to the 
ecumenical agenda. In addition, they endorsed plans for a reflection process 
that will follow a series of biblical images such as the way to life, water of 
life, breath of life, birth, re-birth, resurrection and hiddenness of life in 
Christ. Bible study materials that develop this approach will be published later 
this year. 


Plans were also developed for a more simplified structure than that of earlier 
assemblies, with an emphasis on smaller work groups whose discussions will feed 
into plenary sessions through a series of clusters. 


The Executive Committee reaffirmed earlier positions on Namibia and El Salvador, 
taken at the WCC's Central Committee meeting last August. 


On Namibia, the Executive Committee called for increased pressure on governments 
to implement the United Nations plan for free and fair elections. It also urged 
comprehensive sanctions against South Africa as it continues to block the plan. 


Prayerful support for the Namibian churches was assured "as they continue to 


affirm Christ's victory over sin and evil as the motive power for their struggle". 


A special WCC appeal for humanitarian assistance to victims of the conflict was 
underlined. 


Similar support, through both prayer and humanitarian aid, was expressed for 

the people of El Salvador where direct military assistance to the country, 

from various sources, has increased violence and oppression, including severe 
attacks on clergy and lay people. Reports of increased military and other support 
by the US government to El Salvador were viewed with particular alarm. 


The full textsof both statements are printed in this issue of the Ecumenical 
Press Service, along with a public statement from the Executive on the churches’ 
observance of the International Year of Disabled Persons. 


(more) 
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This statement lists the progress already made by the churches and the WCC in 
helping to mobilise new programmes, then goes on to stress the need for 
preventive efforts, early health care, remedial and rehabilitative measures. 


At least 450 million people today are mentally or physically disabled, says 
the statement. Some 80% of these people live in the developing world where 
inadequate nutrition of mothers and malnutrition of children form two major 
causes of disability. 


Concerning forthcoming WCC meetings and consultations, the Executive affirmed 
the special importance of the international consultation on the Community of 
Women and Men in the Church, planned for July in Sheffield, UK. It also 
endorsed plans for a Public Hearing on Nuclear Weapons and Disarmament in 
Amsterdam this November and a consultation in Hong Kong this December on 
ideologies. Special commendation was given to a recent appeal launched by 

the WCC's Commission on Inter-Church Aid for reconstruction of church buildings 
in Vietnam. 


On relationships with the Roman Catholic Church, the Executive Committee heard 
progress reports on the activities of the Joint Working Group that co-ordinates 

this area of ecumenical relationships. The committee saw the group's statement 

on Common Witness as a promising focus for future Roman Catholic - WCC collaboration. 


The possibility of a visit of Pope John Paul II to Geneva that would include a 
visit to the WCC headquarters was also covered. The committee welcomed that 
possibility and urged that the style and duration of such a visit should "make 
it a genuine ecumenical event and a sign of encouragement in the present state 
of the ecumenical movement". Discussion with the Vatican on a papal visit is 
still proceeding and no details have been finalized. 


An extensive financial report filled the final afternoon of the meeting. The 
Committee's assessment confirmed further progress towards the target of a 
balanced budget for the WCC by 1983. 


Special attention was given to applying the policy of the WCC, established in 1972, 
against depositing sums in banks doing business in South Africa. The policy, 
taken up by many churches and ecumenical bodies, has required renewed efforts 
by the WCC as foreign investment in apartheid goes on increasing, however covertly. 


The committee heard a report on correspondence of the WCC with the banks it 

uses, restating WCC policy and seeking updated information, then approved a 
comprehensive set of criteria that will guide the selection and use of banking 
facilities. Specific recommendations on possible fund withdrawals and alternative 
banking services will be brought to the August meeting of the Executive Committee. 


In addition to this action, WCC co-sponsorship was approved for a seminar on 
bank loans to South Africa initiated by the United Nations Centre Against 
Apartheid. 


Chairing the five-day session of the Executive Committee was WCC moderator 

and Canadian Anglican Archbishop Edward W. Scott, supported by vice-moderators 
Ms Jean Skuse, General Secretary of the Australian Council of Churches and his 
Holiness Karekin II, Catholicos-Coadjutor of Cilicia, Armenian Orthodox Church. 


They were assisted by the WCC's Acting General Secretary, Dr Konrad Raiser, 
replacing General Secretary, Dr Philip Potter, who is on sabbatical leave 
until Easter. 
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DOCUMENTATION FROM 
WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
9-13 February 1981 


STATEMENT ON NAMIBIA 


The Churches in Namibia have increasingly become targets of attack from the South African 
authorities as a result of their identification with the people of Namibia in their struggle 

for independence. In a statement of January 15, 1981, the Executive Committee of the Namibian 
Council of Churches (representing the majority of the people of Namibia) expressed "its deepest 
disappointment at the failure of the conference on Namibia held in Geneva under UN auspices in 
January. The statement appealed to "all Christians throughout the world to pray without ceasing 
for the peace of Namibia". 


The Central Committee of the WCC, in its statement on Namibia in August 1980, said that 

"the implementation of the plan (the UN plan for Namibia) remains paralysed by South Africa's 
continued intransigence". It called upon its member churches to "encourage and support the 
Council of Churches in Namibia in the exercise of their prophetic ministry", "increase pressure 
upon the members of the United Nations Security Council, especially those from the West, for 

a speedy implementation of the UN Resolution 435 (1978)" and to reaffirm support for the UN 
position on SWAPO "as the authentic representative of the Namibian people". 


(Text of the Statement follows) 


Development related to Namibia during the period after the Central Committee have made the 
situation extremely serious, destroying hopes for an early settlement of the conflict and 
prolonging the agony of the Namibian people. The "pre-implementation conference" on Namibia 
failed because the government of South Africa refused to sign a cease-fire agreement and 
blatantly defied the UN. The SWAPO declared its willingness to comply fully with the UN 
resolution and to sign the cease-fire agreement immediately. 


While intensifying repression inside Namibia, South Africa's operations in Southern Angola have 
been extended in such a way that it is now waging a full-scale war, deliberately killing and 
terrorising Angolan citizens in any area where SWAPO might find support. As part of a strategy 
of destabilisation of the front-line states, South Africa is also attacking other countries 
including Mozambique. 


A new aspect of concern in Namibia, especially for the churches, is the illegal conscription of 
young Namibians over 16 years of age for service in the territorial militia under white South 
African officers. As the Churches of Namibia pointed out in a petition to the President of 
South Africa this has resulted in the immediate exodus of a large number of young people and 
"the further polarization of the people of the territory". 


The Executive Committee calls upon its member churches 


- to reaffirm their support to the churches and people of Namibia in all their efforts to 
achieve freedom and justice for their country; 


- to support generously programmes for humanitarian assistance to the victims of the conflict 
inside Namibia, Angola and neighbouring countries, in particular by supporting the CICARWS 
appeal of January 1981; 


- to increase pressure, by concerted efforts, on governments of their countries, especially 
the Western governments, to ensure that there is no further delay in the implementation of 
the UN plan for Namibia and toimpose comprehensive and mandatory sanctions on South Africa 
(including a withdrawal of investments, an end to bank loans, arms embargo and oil sanctions) 
since it continues to block the implementation of the plan. 


The Executive Committee assures the Churches in Namibia that at this critical time in the history of 
their country, as they continue to affirm Christ's victory over sin and evil as the motive power for 
their struggle, they are being upheld in intercessory prayers by churches around the world. 
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The following text was adopted by the CENTRAL COMMITTEE of the World Council of Churches at its meeting 
in Geneva, Switzerland, 14-22 August 1980. 


STATEMENT ON NAMIBIA 


Three years of negotiations between the United Nations and South Africa, between the United Nations 
and the South West Africa People's Organization (SWAPO) and between the five-nation Western contact 
group (United States, F.R.G., France, Britain and Canada) and South Africa have still not resulted 
in the holding of free and fair elections in Namibia as envisaged by the United Nations plan. 

The implementation of this plan remains paralyzed by South Africa's continued intransigence. 


In spite of all parties agreeing to the creation of a demilitarized zone between Angola, Zambia 
and Namibia, and despite some progress on Security Council Resolution 435 (providing for a United 
Nations controlled cease-fire followed by elections leading to independence) there seem to be 
more obstacles now in the way of a Namibian settlement than before. These obstacles are: 


i) The South African demand that SWAPO bases inside Namibia be eliminated, and 


ii) The South African demand that the United Nations General Assembly position of SWAPO 
as the authentic representative of the Namibian people be dropped and that "all 
participants in the political process be placed on an equal footing". 


In violation of United Nations Decree No.1 prohibiting the prospecting, exploitation and exportation 
of Namibian mineral deposits without the consent of the United Nations Council for Namibia, a 

number of transnational corporations are increasing their exploitative activities in Namibia, 
including several corporations located in the five-nation Western contact group. 


On 12 June 1980, the South African Government through its Administrator General proclaimed its 
own version of a unilateral declaration of independence (U.D.I.) by establishing a multiracial 
twelve-man Ministers Council with executive powers in Namibia. The new Council will be 
empowered to administer any affairs vested in the Namibian administration by the South African 
Government. 


There is an increased South African military build-up and mounting repression inside Namibia. 
A significant part of this repression has been aimed at the interruption of church activities 
and the destruction of church property by the South African security forces. Many pastors, 
church workers and business leaders have been detained and tortured. In addition, a list of 
Namibians marked for assassination has been given publication. This list includes prominent 
church leaders. _ 


Recommendations 


6. 


In view of the above and in following upon the recommendations of the World Consultation on 
Racism held in June 1980 in the Netherlands, the Central Committee calls upon its member 
churches to: 


a) encourage and support the Council of Churches in Namibia and its member churches in the 
exercise of their prophetic ministry; 


b) observe "Namibia Month" (cf. the entry of Namibia and Zimbabwe in the Ecumenical Prayer 
Cycle) in the spirit of ecumenical solidarity; 


c) increase pressure upon the members of the United Nations Security Council, especially 
those from the West, for a speedy implementation of United Nations Resolution 435 (1978); 


d) support the people of Namibia in their determination to: 


(i) resist the Bantustanization by the South African government, illegally occupying 
the country, and affirm the territorial integrity and unity of Namibia; 


(ii) boycott the tribal elections: 


(iii) denounce the exploitation of Namibia's natural resources by some transnational 
corporations. 


Furthermore, the Central Committee: 


(e) reaffirms its action taken in 1977 calling upon the churches "to press their governments 
and the South African Government to comply with the United Nations recognition of SWAPO 
as the authentic representative of the Namibian people". 


KKK 
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DOCUMENTATION FROM 
WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
9-13 February 1981 


INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF DISABLED PERSONS 1981 


Introduction 


We are already well into the International Year of Disabled Persons. International agencies, 
governments and individual communities have begun to mobilize new programmes which address the needs 
of people with disabilities. Churches have been working at this. Numerous examples could be given 
of studies and initiatives undertaken by individual churches. 


The World Council of Churches also has given serious attention to this issue. Progress can be seen 
in the nature of this involvement: the Louvain statement on the unity of mankind (1971), the Nairobi 
Assembly statement on "The Handicapped and the Wholeness of the Family of God" (1975), the Melbourne 
statement on mission with the poor (1980), the studies on Health and Wholeness (1978-1981) and on the 
Church and the Poor (1979-1981) show this progress - but we have just begun. 


Scope and Causes 


It is estimated that at least 450 million persons are mentally or physically disabled today, that is, 
10 per cent of the world's population. 


Some are born disabled, some acquire disability, and some have disability thrust upon them. Disability 
is intimately affected by and connected with the socio-economic condition of those concerned. Millions 
of cases can be traced to poverty and deprivation, many others are symptoms of industrialization and 
affluence; still others stem from war and other forms of overt and subtle violence; some of the causes 
are not known. 


Though the nature and causes of disability differ somewhat from place to place, this is a worldwide 
problem, and no region is immune from any single form of impairment. 


Two major causes of disability in the developing world are inadequate nutrition of mothers and the 
malnutrition of children which can impair the normal development of both mind and body, made even 
worse by inadequate provision for preventive measures and health care. It is in the developing world, 
where some 80 per cent of those who are disabled live, that the resources to address these problems 
are the most scarce; at the same time it must be recognised that in these countries some of the 
simplest measures can be the most effective in preventing on a large scale the development of 
disability. 


In the industrialized world, the hazards of pollution, industrial and traffic accidents, and patterns 
of abusive habits have contributed to epidemics of disability. The disabilities of mental illness 

and mental retardation constitute a major concern. Disabilities related to aging are becoming more 
common in the context of increasing life expectancy. 


And everywhere the societal factors that impart the "handicapping" are deeply ingrained. Architectural 
and attitudinal barriers as well as our tendency to sequester and exclude those with disabilities 
must be vigorously attacked. 


Appeal 

The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches, at its meeting in February 1981, expresses 
its full support to the efforts already being made to implement the goals of the Year of Disabled 
Persons. 


A. It encourages member churches and ecumenical bodies at the regional, national and local level 
to cooperate with governments and with non-governmental organizations including associations 
of disabled persons, and to sensitize their members to the needs, hopes and aspirations of 
disabled persons. 


B. It recognizes the historical commitment of the Church to the care and support of those who are 
disabled. But much remains to be done. A thorough approach to preventive efforts, early 
health care, remedial and rehabilitative measures are more economic and more humanitarian than 
the life long support of people left dependent on others. 


C. It reaffirms strongly the aim of integration and full participation of disabled persons, 
recognising their abilities and gifts, in the life of church and community; while at the same 
time affirming the need for specialised care for the more severely disabled people. 


D. It emphasizes that the Church has a particular contribution in examining and giving prominence 
to social and moral issues which relate to disablement, including advocacy of the human rights 
of disabled persons. ‘ 


The Executive Committee urges member churches to pursue, with renewed focus, study and action 
programmes leading to preventing disabilities, rehabilitating those in need and welcoming all 


children of God into full partnership. 
KK 
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DOCUMENTATION FROM 
WCC EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
9-13 February 1981 


STATEMENT ON EL SALVADOR 


The Central Committee of the WCC in August 1980 viewed with great concern "the increasing 
escalation of repression and violence in Central America, and particularly in El Salvador". 

We reaffirm its statement with force, and especially where it "calls upon the military 
authorities of the Government of El Salvador immediately to cease all repressive activity; 
affirms its full spiritual, moral, material and economic support to the churches in El Salvador; 
reiterates the deepest solidarity with the suffering and demands of the people; appeals to 
nations to abstain from interfering in the internal affairs of El Salvador; and draws attention 
of the member churches of the WCC to the Resolution of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the USA which calls on the United States Government to halt all assistance to the 
military and police of El Salvador." 


(Full text of the Statement follows) 


We have followed with profound concern the development of events since then. We deplore in 
particular the severe attacks upon the clergy and lay people of the churches in El Salvador 
as they carry out courageous and exemplary ministries of pastoral and prophetic solidarity 
with the population. 


We deplore the fact that direct military assistance to El Salvador, from various sources, has 
increased violence and repression and delayed the search for peace. We urgently appeal that 
such interference cease, and call on our member churches to press for a respect for the dignity, 
integrity and resolve of the El Salvadoran people to determine their own future. We view with 
particular alarm recent reports that the United States Government has increased military, 
economic and political support to the El Salvadoran military authorities. 


We express our deep sense of community with our sisters and brothers in El Salvador, who are 
representative of the churches and people of that country in the suffering which they endure 
and in the struggle they have made their own. 


We call upon our sister churches and communities in Latin America, nationally and regionally, 
to join with us in engaging in intercessory prayer, action and support on behalf of the El 
Salvadoran people. We join with the Latin American Council of Churches (in formation), in 
its recent letter to the Christian Churches in Salvador that "we are convinced that the God 
whom we worship and serve is the Lord of history" and "that as Christians we are called to be 
members of the same body". 


We urge the member churches of the WCC to strengthen and accelerate their ecumenical support 
for the concrete efforts being undertaken for alleviating the suffering in El Salvador, and 
in particular to support the CICARWS appeal of January 1981, and forcefully to bring to bear 
effective pressure to end the repression in that country. 


Finally, as we approach the first anniversary of the martyrdom of the revered pastor and 
Archbishop of San Salvador, Monsefor Oscar Arnulfo Romero, we echo words of his successor, 
Bishop Arturo Rivera Damas, as we pray that the people of El Salvador may hold to their faith 
and to their struggle for a more just and fraternal society, in which there will be true peace, 
in which fear and terror will give way to fellowship and joy. 
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The following text was adopted by the CENTRAL COMMITTEE of the World Council of Churches at its 
meeting in Geneva, Switzerland, 14-22 August 1980 : 


STATEMENT ON EL SALVADOR 


The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches views with great concern the increasing 
escalation of repression and violence in Central America, and particularly in El Salvador. Directed 
for the most part against peasants, workers, intellectuals, civic and political leaders, their 

popular organizations and the churches, the official harrassment, abductions and detention of persons, 
and other violations of fundamental human rights, have raised strong expressions of protest in 

El Salvador, in the region and throughout the world. 


The Central Committee mourns the assassination of the revered Archbishop of San Salvador, Monsenor 
Oscar Arnulfo Romero whose martyrdom is a witness to the power of the crucified Christ and a sign of 
solidarity with the oppressed. It expresses its solidarity with the churches in El Salvador; it 
notes with alarm the increasing threats against the churches in their efforts to protect and assist 
the many thousands of peasants sheltered in refuges, the massacre of innocent families attempting to 
flee the country and the attempts of security forces to curtail the work of the churches' legal 
assistance to victims. It expresses its deep concern over the fate of the disappeared, such as the 
General Secretary of the Salvadoran Student Christian Movement, José Guillermo Castro. 


The Central Committee therefore: 


1. Calls upon the military authorities of the Government of El Salvador immediately to cease all 
repressive activity in the country, carried out against the people, against their organization 
and the Church. 


2. Affirms its full spiritual, moral, material and economic support to the churches in El Salvador, 
in the accomplishment of their tasks of solidarity with the people of that country, in their 
witness to the Gospel and in their pastoral and prophetic ministries. 


3. Adopts and reiterates the statement of participants at the World Conference on Mission and 
Evangelism of the World Council of Churches, held in May 1980 at Melbourne, Australia, united 
under the prayer "Thy Kingdom Come", which expresses "our deepest solidarity with the suffering 
and demands of the people of El Salvador and of all the Latin American peoples". 


4. Appeals to the nations in the region of Central and North America to abstain from interfering 
in the internal affairs of El Salvador, so that the people and their chosen organizations may 
be free to participate fully in the search for a more peaceful, more just and more human society. 


5. Draws attention of the member churches of the WCC, in this respect, to the Resolution on 
El Salvador adopted by the Governing Board of the National Council of Churches of Christ in 
the USA, on 7 May 1980, and particularly to its resolution urging 


‘ 


"the United States Government: 


1. To halt all assistance to the miliary and police of El Salvador and to relocate the 
recently approved military aid of $ 5.7 million dollars to medical, economic and social 
assistance programmes, the benefits of which should be distributed in El Salvador by 
civilian or international agencies. 


2. To guarantee that it would not intervene directly or covertly to determine the fate of 
the Salvadoran people. 


3. To grasp the historic moment and update and transform its traditional policy in Central 
America by seeking to respond positively to the popular forces emerging in El Salvador." 


6. Calls upon the Secretary General of the United Nations and that of the Organization of American 
States to take urgent steps to investigate the situation of institutional violence in El Salvador, 
and to mobilize all means at their disposal to support the search for solutions consistent with 
the aspirations of the Salvadoran people and of their chosen organizations. 


KKK 
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PCR PUBLISHES FINANCIAL NEEDS 
FOR 1981 


Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches' (WCC) Programme to Combat 
Racism (PCR) has just published its 1981 financial needs, amounting to 
US $ 1,561,500. The requests are expressed in three separate categories: 
1. Programme Projects : $ 601,500.- 2. Operating Budget : $ 410,000.- 
and 3. The Special Fund to Combat Racism : $ 550,000.-. 


In fact the three budgets illustrate the priorities established by the 
Central Committee for the PCR in August 1980. Thus, the project budget 
has risen from $ 369,000 in 1980 to over $ 600,000 in 1981; and covers no 
less than 14 project categories where the PCR intends to support the 
churches and oppressed groups in helping to eliminate racial oppression. 


Among the activities outlined in the 1981 project list are : 

Support and finance for the churches' programme and a church consultation 
on Southern Africa : $ 105,000; 

Research, publications and counter-information on racism in the 
Caribbean, migration and discrimination in the Middle East and the 
industrialized countries' foreign policies towards the third world : $ 80,000; 
Race and minority issues in Asia - studies and encounters with Tamils, 
Untouchables and Aborigines in Asia : $ 65,000; 

Racism in education and the media : $ 55,000; 

Women under racism : $ 22,000; 

Economic basis of racism : $ 15,000. 


The PCR priorities largely result from conclusions reached at the world 
consultation on racism, held in Holland in June 1980. This marked the 
culmination of a process of consultation carried out by the WCC for over 
a year with its member churches, ecumenical institutions and racially 
oppressed groups throughout the world. 


The consultation also evaluated the PCR's 10 years of existence and the 
experience acquired in the ecumenical movement in the struggle against 
racism, and indicated what form the Churches' action against racism could 
take in the 80s. 


In a letter to the Churches accompanying the statement of financial needs, 
Mr Baldwin Sjollema, PCR director, points out that : "One clear outcome 

of the consultative process is a new understanding that combatting racism 
at the world level and at home are inextricably interrelated and that we 
must be involved in both at the same time if the integrity of the churches' 
involvement is to be made clear". 


The target for the Special Fund to Combat Racism is $ 550,000 - the same 
as last year. The operating budget of the Secretariat, which comprises a 
staff of three programme executives, two administrative persons and a 
documentalist amounts to $ 410,000. 


A complete set of documents (English, French, German and Spanish) concerning 
the financing of the PCR and the project list may be obtained from : 
PCR, 150 route de Ferney, CH-1211 Geneva 20. 
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NUCLEAR HEARING COULD HELP FORM 
WORLD OPINION - BISHOP 


London (EPS) - The international public hearing on nuclear weapons and 
disarmament organized by the World Council of Churches (WCC) would help’ to 
form world opinion and thus influence the world's politicians, stated the 
Bishop of Durham, the Rt.Rev. John Habgood, who will chair the hearing, at 
a Press Conference in London, 23 February. 


The hearing will be conducted by a panel of some 15 people who are still 
being chosen, and it will be held in Amsterdam from 23-27 November, this 
year. 


Asked what practical effect the hearing would have in a world in which, 

as the WCC Central Committee had pointed out, a nuclear war was now a 
distinct possibility unless present trends were reversed or halted, Bishop 
Habgood said we should not discount the effect of Christian opinion on a 
world-wide basis. The voice of the WCC did have a certain authority and 
did influence the way people thought, while politicians were guided by the 
climate of opinion they sensed. 


While the questions facing the hearing were urgent, they were not urgent in 
the sense that one had to do something next week, said the Bishop. He 
pointed out that we had lived with nuclear weapons for 36 years - though he 
agreed that we were now living on borrowed time. 


Major concerns of the hearing will include not only moves towards disarmament 
by existing nuclear powers but also the danger of proliferation with 
additional nations acquiring nuclear weapons and the position of the non- 
nuclear nations who found themselves at the mercy of the nuclear powers. 


EPS 


INTERNATIONAL CHURCH ACTION 
ON ABORIGINAL/MINING ISSUE 


Sydney (EPS) - For the first time religious groups are engaging, at an 
international level, in a conflict between a mining company and Australian 
Aborigines, reports the Australian Council of Churches' (ACC) information 
service. The ACC has joined the Anglican Church of Canada and two Roman 
Catholic orders in the USA to co-sponsor a shareholder resolution at the 
annual meeting of the US-based mining company AMAX Inc. The resolution 
protests the oil drilling by AMAX last year on Noonkanbah station in 
North Western Australia without the consent of the Aboriginal community, 
the leaseholders of Noonkanbah. 


The resolution calls on AMAX not to participate "in any mining or prospecting 
on Aboriginal sacred sites in Australia without the written permission of 

the Aboriginal Community who are caretakers of such sites, and then only 
after coming to an agreement with the Aboriginal people upon the preservation 
and protection of the Aboriginal way of life, culture and tradition". 


The ACC bought one share in AMAX in November 1980, in order to file such 
a shareholder resolution. The Anglican and the two RC church bodies in 
the USA were already shareholders. 
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EAST/WEST STUDENT CONFERENCE LOOKS AT 
THEOLOGY IN ATHEISTIC EUROPE 


Buckow, nr. Berlin, GDR (EPS) - "How we speak to God" was the title for 
the first international World Student Christian Federation (WSCF) student 
conference to be held in the German Democratic Republic. 


A group of 47 members of 14 European Student Christian movements met from 
1-5 February at the invitation of the "Evangelische Studentengemeinde" 
(SCM) and the Federation of Protestant Churches in the GDR. 


Theology in the context of an atheistic Europe was the main conference 
concern. This atheism, thought the students is as prevalent in countries 
with liaison between church and state, such as Norway and Spain, as in a 
country with theoretical atheism. 


{ 


When speaking of God the students recognized a power-struggle between his 
life-giving spirit and the false gods such as technical-scientific progress, 
growth of production and consumption, or effectiveness and productivity. 


Resurrection, believed the students, was the only place where any talk of 

God made sense to them. This sense was found in speaking of the resurrection 
of people who experience powerlessness but believe they are empowered to 

take over responsibility for their own lives. This responsibility would 
extend also to the people with whom they work both in the European 

countries they represented as well as in grass-root communities and 
universities. 


"Speaking of God'', said the students, "meant speaking of the Spirit of the 
risen Christ in the political and personal crises in which students in 
Europe find themselves today". 


EPS 


NEW PATRIARCH OF JERUSALEM 
AND ALL PALESTINE 


Jerusalem (EPS) - Archbishop Diodoros of Hierapolis, head of the Greek 
Orthodox community in Jordan, was elected Patriarch of Jerusalem on 

16 February 1981. The new Patriarch, 58, will head the Greek Orthodox. 
community living in Jordan, the West Bank and Israel (particularly Galilee). 


The Synod voted nine to five, defeating Archbishop Vasilios, the Metropolitan 
of Caesarea, Secretary of the Synod. Archbishop Diodoros succeeds 

Patriarch Benedictos I, who died on 10 December 1980, at the age of 88. 

The new "Patriarch of Jerusalem and All Palestine" is known for his 


position against the annexing of East Jerusalem and the Israeli occupation 
of the West Bank. 


The Greek Orthodox is numerically the most important Christian denomination 


in the Holy Land and the Patriarch is recognized by other churches as the 
doyen. 
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INTERFILM AWARDS AT 
BERLIN FILM FESTIVAL 


Berlin (EPS) - The Interfilm jury at the 31st Berlin Film Festival has 

given awards to three feature films representing Switzerland, India and 
Tunisia/Algeria. The seven member jury also gave special recognition to 
a cartoon from Canada, and to the general work. of a Portuguese director. 


Full house (Das Boot ist voll), the Swiss film, deals with a group of 
Jewish refugees who escape from Nazi Germany into neutral Switzerland in 
1943. In a sensitive and universal manner the movie demonstrates, the jury 
said, “how the indifference of ordinary people can contribute to evil”. 
Full House is the third feature film for the writer and director, Marcus 
Imhoof. 


In Search of Famine, from India, concerns a motion picture crew who go in 
1980 to a Bengali village where they attempt to make a film about a massive 
famine in 1943. In a courageous fashion the film-makers raise questions 
about the ability of a documentary to tell the difference between real 
events and events created for a film. Mrinal Sen, the writer-director, 
works closely with the Indian Film Institute and has made 18 feature films. 


Aziza, a co-production from Tunisia and Algeria, tells the story of a young 
woman who rejects the traditional woman's role in Tunisia and moves to a 
city suburb where she makes a career for herself. With humour and irony, 
the Interfilm jury declared, "this film shows how a woman escapes the 
domination of men and builds an independent life". The writer-director, 
Abdellatif Ben Amman, is a former assistant to Roberto Rosselini, and 
Aziza is his third film. 


The Canadian cartoon describes the development of humankind from God's 
viewpoint, and is called the history of the world in three minutes flat. 
Michael Mills is the writer-director. 


Manuel de Oliveira of Portugal was given an award for overall achievement 
in his films where he deals with traditional religious themes in a 
provocative manner. 


The 1981 awards represent the 21st year that Interfilm has been an integral 
part of the Berlin Film Festival. The awards are named after Otto Dibelius, 
who served as the Lutheran Bishop of Berlin from 1945 to 1966 and the 
presentation of the awards are a part of the closing day ceremony for the 
festival. 


Dr Gerd Albrecht of Cologne, chairperson of the Interfilm jury, said that 
while the 1981 Festival did not reveal any thematic or technical break- 
throughs, "it did show the international ability of movies to examine the 
crisis of values and justice". 


EPS 
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ORTHODOX MEET REFORMED IN 
THEOLOGICAL DISCUSSION 


Geneva (EPS) - The Trinity, and the nature of authority in the church was 
the theme of a meeting held here last week (15-18 February) between 
Orthodox and Reformed Theologians. 


The meeting was the second preparatory consultation to take place between 
groups of theologians appointed by the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Istanbul, 
and by the World Alliance of Reformed Churches (WARC). 


The full title of last week's meeting was "The Understanding of the Doctrine 
of the Trinity and on the Nature of Authority in the Church as interpreted 
in both Orthodox and Reformed traditions. Presenting papers on the subject 
were Metropolitan Emilianos of Silibri, Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Myra 
and Professor Hans-Helmut Esser, from the Federal Republic of Germany. 


The first of these preparatory consultations took place in July 1979, when 
President Dr James I. McCord of the WARC led an official Commission of 
seven Reformed theologians on a world level delegation to the Ecumenical 
Patriarch, Dimitrios I. 


A further meeting has been planned for 1982 on the theme: "The Trinitarian 
Foundation and Character of the Faith and of Authority in the Church (as 
exhibited in the Nicene - Constantinopolitan Creed)." 


Co-chairmen of the preparatory consultation are Metropolitan Chrysostomos 
of Myra and President Dr James I. McCord, Princeton Theological Seminary, 
USA, President of the WARC. Commenting on the event at an official 
reception in the Orthodox Centre, Chambésy, Geneva, last week, both Co- 
Chairmen expressed their satisfaction at the evident progress made. In 
addition to the Chairmen, participants were: Orthodox: His Eminence 
Emilianos (Timiadis), Metropolitan of Silibri; His Eminence Damaskinos 
(Papandreou) , Metropolitan of Tranoupolis, Mr George Lemopoulos (Geneva). 
Reformed: Prof. Jan M. Lochman (Switzerland), Prof. Hans-Helmut Esser (FRG), 
Prof. Istvan Juhasz (Rumania) - in absentia; Prof. Joe McLelland (Canada), 
Prof. Thomas F. Torrance(Scotland), Rev. Richmond Smith (WARC, Geneva). 
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ANGLICAN REPRESENTATIVE AT 
VATICAN TO RETIRE 


London (EPS) - The Anglican Churchman who was the Church of England's first 
official representative at the Vatican since the Reformation has announced 
that he will retire in August this year. 


He is the Ven. Bernard Pawley, who has been Archdeacon of Canterbury since 
1972. Last month he celebrated his 70th birthday. 


In 1960, the year that saw the establishment of the Vatican Secretariat for 
Promoting Christian Unity, followed by Dr Geoffrey Fisher's visit to the 
Pope, the first meeting since the Reformation between an Archbishop of 
Canterbury and a Pope, Canon Pawley was appointed the personal representative 
in Rome of the Archbishops of Canterbury and York. 


Canon Pawley was a member of the Church of England's delegation to the 
World Council of Churches' Assemblies in 1968 and 1975. 


EPS 


HOSPICE FOUNDER WINS 
TEMPLETON PRIZE 


London (EPS) - Winner of this year's Templeton Foundation Award for Progress 
in Religion is 63-year-old Dame Cicely Saunders, Anglican pioneer in the 
care of the dying and founder (in 1967) of St Christopher's Hospice in 
South London. 


The prize of £ 90,000 will be presented to her by Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh, on 12 May at a ceremony in London. 


"She has challenged the materialistic assumptiongthat underlay much of 
modern medical practice and reinstated the spiritual and personal methods 
for the treatment of the terminally ill," said the Foundation in announcing 
the award to Dame Cicely. "Her methods are now in world-wide use." 


Dame Cicely only started training to be a doctor in her thirties after 
working first as a nurse and then as a hospital almoner. After graduating 
she worked at St. Joseph's Hospice for the dying, as the Roman Catholic 
establishment in East London was then called, on the control of pain, a 
fundamental aspect of her work at St Christopher's. 


The Templeton prize was first awarded in 1973 to Mother Teresa of Calcutta. 
Other recipients have included Brother Roger of Taizé, Cardinal Suenens of 
Belgium, Nikkyo Niwano of Japan, and Professor Ralph Wendell Burhoe of 
Chicago. 
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CHURCH AID TO KAMPUCHEA 
ENTERS NEW PHASE 


Geneva (EPS) - Aid to Kampuchea during 1981, at a minimum of US$ 3.5 million 
was discussed at a recent review meeting in Geneva of church agencies, 
concerned with the World Council of Churches/Christian Conference of Asia 
programme in both Kampuchea and the Thai/Kampuchea border. 


This aid will be concentrated in five target areas: Agriculture; manufacture 
of pharmaceuticals; other medical assistance; industry (especially a 
medical cotton goods factory), and relief for Kampuchean refugees and 
affected villagers in Thailand. 


The renewed commitment to help the Kampucheans follows a special plea by 
the WCC to the world's churches towards the end of 1980 not to let up in 
their financial support for plans already underway in that country. As a 
result of that plea the WCC/CCA programme has already some $ 1 million 
towards the new $ 3.5 million target. 


Negotiations are progressing for this effort to be reinforced by a closer 
association with the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) which has also been 
recently active within Kampuchea. 


The meeting heard various reports on the present situation in Kampuchea, 
among them one from the director of the WCC's Inter-Church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service (CICARWS), Mr Jean Fischer, who recently visited the 
country. Mr Fischer said that Agriculture Ministry officials expected a 
20-30 per cent shortfall in food production against needs in 1981 and that 
there was some apprehension in the country about filling that gap because 
of a "fall-off in international, humanitarian interest". 


The meeting, in setting priorities for the WCC/CCA programme, indicated 
continuation of the 1980 commitments as deserving first attention. 
Therefore, agriculture would receive the highest priority. In his report 
on this area the WCC's permanent representative in Phnom Penh, the Rev. 
Jean Clavaud, said that the present WCC/CCA programme was concentrated on 
providing Siem Reap province with assistance for its 1980/81 dry season 
crop. The province was faced with obtaining seeds and other supplies for 
the monsoon planting in 1981. 


Siem Reap, he indicated, planned to increase its area under cultivation by 
18,500 hectares, making a target for 1981 of 160,000 hectares of monsoon 
crop and 15,000 hectares under irrigation next summer. The WCC/CCA have 
been asked to provide the additional seed, and the machinery with which to 
prepare the additional land and repair the irrigation system. A team of 
agricultural consultants will also be sent to Kampuchea as soon as possible 
to assess the agricultural needs and especially the advisability of 

sending agricultural machinery. 


On the medical side, Mr Fischer reported that the material supplied by the 
WCC to the provincial hospitals during 1980 had been "gratefully received" 
by the authorities. The government had particularly asked the WCC/CCA for 
help in setting up a control facility at the pharmaceutical manufacturing 
laboratory. The meeting agreed to make this request a priority. It was 
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also agreed that a visit by a team of two doctors should be arranged to 
assess WCC/CCA efforts so far and make recommendations on other medical 


help. 


On the industrial side, the meeting heard a report from Mr Rene Marchandise 
who, in December 1980, inspected the medical cotton goods factory on 

behalf of the WCC/CCA. He believed that with a modest outlay on spare 
parts and some reorganization of the work, production of gauze could be 
increased fourfold and cotton wool tenfold. This suggestion was added to 
the 1981 programme. 


Also on the industrial side a request had been received for tools for 
village blacksmith shops. This request, it was felt, should be met as it 
could have a significant effect on farm production. 


As far as the assistance in Thailand is concerned, the WCC/CCA will 

continue to work through the Church of Christ in Thailand on such programmes 
as supplementary feeding in the border areas, the provision of water through 
new well-drilling and resettlement assistance to Thai people uprooted 
because of the unsettled border situation. 
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.ECTIONS OF KAMPUCHEA 


After years of political upheaval, of physical and 
destruction and of famine, the Kampuchean people 
to smile again. 
National celebrations in Phnom-Penh on 7 January 1981. 
Market scene at Svay-Rieng. 
Where ploughing takes place, hope returns. 
Transport remains a problem. 
Bicycles - the WCC has supplied 900 - remain scarce. 
Adult education classes at Svay-Rieng. 
Mothers and infant consultation at Kompong Cham 
al. 
Siem Reap hospital operating theatre with equipment 
ed by the WCC. 
Jean Clavaud, the WCC's permanent representative in 
Penh examines medecines made from raw materials 
ed by the WCC. 
Protestant Christians in an impromptu service 
lso story in this issue) 
photo: Young Kampucheans. 
ACC/WCC. 


(2599) 


SRI LANKA 


(2595) Tea is one of the main agricultural crops of 
Sri Lanka. The plantations have always drawn their 
work force from India, mainly from the Tamil populatior 
(2596) The Tamils in Sri Lanka have no official status 
They are in some way stateless. In the north of the 
country (our photograph) there is no shortage of 
"illegal settlements". This enormous reservoir has 
been financed by the WCC to provide drinkable water 
and water needed for irrigation. 

(2597) A village scene in Sri Lanka. 

(2598) Dressmaking is a new area of activity in Sri Lat 
for there is a lack of people qualified in this work. 
Here, is a vocational training centre run by the Young 
Women's Christian Association (YWCA). 

(2599) In a training centre for young Sri-Lankans. 
This school is directed and financed by one of the 
Christian churches in Sri Lanka which has close links 
with the Church of South India. 


(Photos: WCC/Tung). 


Photos are available from the World Council of Churches, Film and Visual Arts Department, P.O.B. 
1211 Geneva, at the cost of Sw.Fr. 12.— or equivalent in your currency. Free of charge to Eastern a 
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HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN EL SALVADOR 
DOCUMENTED AT UN COMMISSION MEETING 


Geneva (EPS) - "The primary responsibility for the violations of human 
rights in El Salvador lies with the Salvadorean military regime." 


This assertion formed part of a presentation made by Mr Roberto Cuellar, 
the director of the Legal Aid Department of the Archdiocese of San Salvador 
to the present session of the UN Commission on Human Rights meeting in 
Geneva. 


The presentation was made in the name of the World Council of Churches' 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) which is a 
registered non-governmental organization with the United Nations. 


Describing the situation in El Salvador, Mr Cuellar said that even "members 
of the present government who opposed the practice of extermination have 
themselves been assassinated or have beenforced to flee the country". 


Giving substance to his claims of "extermination" Mr Cuellar said that 
during the 21-month period of the previous government (January 1978 through 
September 1979) 727 political assassinations were denounced by the Legal 
Aid Department as attributable to government forces. In the three months 
following the coup (15 October - 31 December 1979), 450 assassinations and 
disappearances increased". 


"The total number of defenceless victims among the Salvadorean population - 
not counting those whose lives were lost in direct confrontations with the 
armed forces - victims who have been assassinated by the government armed 
and security forces, comes to 8,660 documented cases. To this figure must 
be added the 4,400 victims of the civilian population - mostly women and 
children - who died in operations of ' total extermination’ carried out 
during the past three months by the Salvadorean armed forces." 


In the most recent documented report, Mr Cuellar, went on, the army and 
security forces assassinated 257 defenceless persons between 14-20 February 
1981. In one month of martial law, Says the report, 300 defenceless 
persons were murdered. And from June 1980 to January 1981 the army and 
security forces killed 202 children of whom 58 were from 1-10 years of age. 


Speaking in the name of the Christians of El Salvador Mr Cuellar told the 
UN Commission that : "We regret the nature of international attention which 
has been paid of late to El Salvador. It is harmful to the whole American 
continent, to those governments all over the world which respect human 
rights, and in an increasingly serious way to world peace itself". 


In presenting his evidence Mr Cuellar emphasized that it was based on the 
daily experience of, and copious documentation which has been gathered by, 
the Archdiocese's Legal Aid Department. He said that this department has 
"been uniquely placed to hear from every corner of our country the cruelty 
and humiliation the common people suffer". He also indicated that the 
evidence which, had been enumerated each Sunday by the late Archbishop 
Romero "had been subject to a rigorous process of corroboration and legal 
review by the Legal Aid Department" and had been effected in the mandate 

to his staff from the late Archbishop who said: "If they assassinate me you 
must continue defending the rights of my oppressed and poor people". 


(more) 
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In his appeal to the Commission Mr Cuellar said: "It is not through pouring 
arms into our country that human rights will become respected. It is not 
through sending military advisors to improve the capacity of a regime to 
impose its will by force, that the rule of law will be established. It is 
not by distorting and hiding the truth that justice will be achieved. It 
is not through a war against a people that peace will be constructed". 


Mr Cuellar concluded: ''We call upon those now aligned with the forces of 
repression in El Salvador to cease their nefarious support for this war 
against our people, the vast majority of whom are Christian, a people which 
has been denied its rightful voice in such important international forums 
as this one. We will awaken in this Commission, and in the whole of the 
international community a commitment to aid us in our efforts to gain 
respect for the rights of all our people, including our right to democracy 
and self-determination." 


* Meanwhile in El Salvador itself it is reported that a Baptist pastor 
was killed on 18 February in a town about 20 minutes' drive east of 
San Salvador, and there is still no definite word concerning three 
members of a Baptist Church who have not been seen since their arrest 
by national guard troops on 12 January. 


World Vision International have announced that two of their associates 
were shot during a recent service of Holy Communion and three others 
were killed and four children seriously injured in a separate attack. 


Two reports from churchmen visiting the area both call for increased 
emergency aid. The Rev. Dr Kenneth Slack, director of Christian Aid 
in Great Britain said "my strong conviction after my visit is that we 
stand beside El Salvador Christians in a time of terrible trial". 


The UK Methodist Church International Relations Secretary, the Rev. 

John Hastings, reporting from Honduras says that over 25,000 Salvadorean 
refugees have arrived in that country in a desperate condition. 
"Thousands have been wandering for a year or more in the mountains of 

El Salvador after seeing their houses burned by the National Guard. 

They hid by day and travelled by night, carrying their sick and pregnant 
women in hammocks. The Government forces are accused by the refugees 

of brutality and grave atrocities. Beheaded bodies were not allowed to 
be buried and were left in the rivers for dogs to dispose of. Skeletons 
are left hanging in the trees in the Morazon district. I saw the smoke 
of burning villages rising across the border. I visited several new 
camps on the border and spoke to hundreds of people, many of them still 
very frightened and not knowing if they were really safe, or whether 
they can trust those who provide them with food and tents". 


The World Council of Churches through its Commission on Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) is supporting the ecumenical 
service agency in the country, ASESAH, through a $ 2.3 million appeal 
to its member churches and agencies. 
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PENITENCE RATHER THAN CELEBRATION 
SAY SOUTH AFRICAN CHURCHES 


Johannesburg (EPS) - A period of penitence rather than celebration has 
been called for by the South African Council of Churches (SACC) in response 
to the government's planned celebration in May of the 20th anniversary of 
the founding of the Republic of South Africa. 


At a recent annual meeting of the SACC's National Executive a "Resolution 
on Republic Day" said that for three quarters of the inhabitants of South 
Africa "there is nothing to celebrate". It continued: "The past 20 years 
have seen intensified oppression, to the extent that the land is being 
fragmented and the black population of South Africa eliminated by means of 
the homelands policy. 


"The aim of this policy is to turn all black South Africans into foreigners 
in the land of their birth, and to confine them, politically and physically 
to impoverished overcrowded ethnic ghettos. Only those whose labour is 
needed by South Africa will be admitted or allowed to remain, with such 
concessions as are deemed expedient." 


The resolution said that in any historical situation the church is obliged 
to search out and make known the will of God for his creatures. 'In the 
past 30 years the Church has tested the policies and practices of separate 
development by the Gospel and rejected them as un-Christian in both 
intention and effect." 


The National Executive therefore, called on the leaders of all churches 
to treat May 1981, as a penitential season, and asked local churches to 
arrange "Days of Prayer and Fasting". 


Among other resolutions adopted by the National Executive was one on 
overseas sports tours. This says that "all sport in South Africa is not 
non-racial and we deny statements to the contrary". The resolution goes on: 
"Since we regard non-racialism in sport as a desirable stepping stone to 
the elimination of racism in all spheres of South African society, we are 
particularly disturbed that overseas sporting bodies participate in 
sporting events while apartheid in sport is not eradicated at all levels." 


A resolution on foreign investments, also passed at the National Executive, 
calls on all who are concerned with foreign investments, loans and trade 
agreements with apartheid South Africa to ask themselves "will this action 
facilitate or promote the establishment of full human rights for all 
inhabitants of a united South Africa?" In addition, their economic decisions 
should be based on this goal. 


The SACC includes within its membership all the main churches in the 
country with the exception of the three white Dutch Reformed Churches and 
the Roman Catholic church, which has observer status. 
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PEACE - GOD's MOST IMPORTANT GIFT 
SAY HUNGARIAN CHURCH AND JEWISH PEOPLE 


Budapest (EPS) - The most important gift of God to humankind is not power 
but peace. 


This statement emerged from discussions which took place here on 3 March 
between delegations from the Reformed Church in Hungary and the Central 
Board of Hungarian Jews. 


While analyzing the concept of the Biblical term "peace" (Shalom), it was 
stressed that this gift of God is, for believers, more than a mere gift. 
Peace must be realized as a historical mission, the meeting suggested. 
God implants the idea of peace and not war into human hearts and minds, 
since this is the token of prosperity for humankind. 


Other subjects under discussion at the meeting were the projects organized 
by the World Council of Churches (WCC), and the possibilities for practical 
cooperation between the two Hungarian organizations. 


The two bodies have traditionally had good relationships. This was because 
both parties have a mission from God of worship and love, and parallel to 
this, a duty of service to humankind. The support for humanitarian 
programmes in Hungarian society, said the organizations, is an indispensable 
part of this service. 


In the light of the forthcoming seventh Congress of the Patriotic People's 
Front, the participants stressed that it is in the interest of all believers 
in Hungary that national unity continues to be strengthened. 


Turning to international affairs the two bodies pledged themselves to 
contribute to the working out of the Helsinki Final Act, to further the 
process of detente and, beyond that, disarmament. In addition, they 
condemned all trends which pointed towards racial discrimination, neo- 
facism and anti-semitism. 


Both organizations stressed the necessity of continuing and intensifying 
the dialogue between world religions as well as developing the relationship 
between themselves. 


The delegation of the Reformed Church of Hungary was headed by Bishop Tibor 
Bartha, president of the general synod and the Central Board of Hungarian 
Jews by President Imre Heber. 
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ITALIAN PROTESTANTS CONTINUE AID 
TO EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS 


Rome (EPS) - The Federation of Protestant Churches in Italy (FPCI) is 
providing nearly a hundred prefabricated houses that will shortly be 
delivered and set-up in the Naples/Salerno area. 


This project is financed by the various relief agencies who have responded 
to the US$ 5.5 million appeal for the earthquake victims launched by the 
World Council of Churches' (WCC) Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service (CICARWS) on 14 January. So far, nearly US $ 3.5 million 
have been received or pledged. 


The prefabricated houses, of French manufacture, were bought in the 
Netherlands at about US $ 7,400 each. They are made of wood and steel 
with double walls and sanitary fittings; they each measure between 56.5 
and 114 square metres. 


It is intended that 37 of the houses will go to the Salerno area and 60 to 
Naples. The Federation has employed a construction engineer to see this 
project through. 


The FPCI discussed the reconstruction programme with a group representing 
the ecumenical community who visited the earthquake area 8-11 February. 


EPS 


OVER $ 220,000 IN MATERIAL AID 
SENT TO POLAND 


Geneva (EPS) - Material aid worth more than US $ 220,000 has been supplied, 
on the initiative of the World Council of Churches (WCC), to various 
retirement homes in Poland. 


Between 22 December 1980 and 20 January 1981, six truckloads of goods have 
been sent containing dozens of tons of foodstuffs as well as 5,000 blankets. 


The aid operation was undertaken after an urgent appeal was launched by 
the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) to 
five inter-church aid organizations in Europe and the United States. 


Foodstuffs sent by "Diakonisches Werk" in the Federal Republic of Germany 
and "Danchurchaid" included 29 tons of rice, 20 tons of flour, 12.5 tons 
of cheese, 12 tons of powdered milk, seven tons of cooking oil, 2.3 tons 
of butter, and a variety of fruit juices. 


It is estimated that at the moment there are some 60,000 old people in 
state homes and institutions for the elderly and some 500 in church-run 
institutions. The CICARWS appeal was issued in the context of a continuing 
programme of cooperation begun in 1971 with the Council of Churches in 
Poland and the Polish Ministry of Health and Social Welfare. 
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND GIVES PROVISIONAL 
APPROVAL TO COVENANTING 


London (EPS) - With the decision by the Church of England's General Synod 

at its 23-27 February meeting in London to give the scheme provisional 
approval, the proposal that the Church of England should enter into covenant 
with the Methodists, the United Reformed Church, the Moravians and the 
Churches of Christ as the first stage towards organic unity has now got 

over its first major hurdle. 


Indeed, the synod was urged by one of its youngest members, 28-year old 

Mrs Elizabeth Varley of Durham, to "jump the fence”. But a more formidable 
fence lies ahead which is likely to bring the covenant down. That is the 
need for a two-thirds majority in each of the three houses of bishops, 
clergy and laity when the proposal comes back to the synod in July 1982 

for final approval - provided, indeed, it has meanwhile obtained the 
approval of two thirds of the Church's 44 dioceses. 


The difficulties that lie ahead were indicated when a vote was taken on 
each of the three most contentious issues surrounding the covenant. These 
issues have already aroused opposition to the proposals from the Church of 
England's Anglo-Catholic wing, led by three of the nine Anglican 
representatives on the committee which drew up the covenant. 


They are, firstly, the provision for a phasing-out period during which URC 
provincial moderators could, during the remainder of their seven-year term 
of office, continue to function in an episcopal capacity without actually 
being ordained bishops (though it is quite likely that all the URC 
moderators would be ordained bishops at the start of the covenant). 


Secondly, the recognition of the other Churches' ministries and their 
incorporation "within the historic ministry of the Catholic Church" (without 
re-ordination or anything that could even be interpreted as re-ordination). 
Lastly, the recognition and acceptance of women ministers of the other 
covenanting Churches as presbyters (in other words, as equals in the 
ministry with Anglican priests). 


All three issues were approved by about 80 per cent of the bishops and 
three quarters of the laity. But there was a solid core of opposition 
among the clergy - 32 per cent on the first issue, rising to 36 per cent 
on the second and 38 per cent on the third - sufficient to ensure defeat 
in July 1982. 


Despite the hope suggested by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Robert 
Runcie, in a powerful speech advocating support for the covenant, that the 
proposals might be able to be improved, there seems little likelihood of 
any changes apart from minor details. Among other things the covenant 
proposals also have to win the approval of the other Churches concerned. 


The United Reformed Church will give its first consideration to them in 
May, with final approval scheduled for a year later, while the Methodist 


Conference will vote on them when it meets at Norwich towards the end of 
June. 


(more) 
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over its first major hurdle. 


Indeed, the synod was urged by one of its youngest members, 28-year old 

Mrs Elizabeth Varley of Durham, to "jump the fence". But a more formidable 
fence lies ahead which is likely to bring the covenant down. That is the 
need for a two-thirds majority in each of the three houses of bishops, 
clergy and laity when the proposal comes back to the synod in July 1982 

for final approval - provided, indeed, it has meanwhile obtained the 
approval of two thirds of the Church's 44 dioceses. 


The difficulties that lie ahead were indicated when a vote was taken on 
each of the three most contentious issues surrounding the covenant. These 
issues have already aroused opposition to the proposals from the Church of 
England's Anglo-Catholic wing, led by three of the nine Anglican 
representatives on the committee which drew up the covenant. 


They are, firstly, the provision for a phasing-out period during which URC 
provincial moderators could, during the remainder of their seven-year term 
of office, continue to function in an episcopal capacity without actually 
being ordained bishops (though it is quite likely that all the URC 
moderators would be ordained bishops at the start of the covenant ). 


Secondly, the recognition of the other Churches' ministries and their 
incorporation "within the historic ministry of the Catholic Church" (without 
re-ordination or anything that could even be interpreted as re-ordination). 
Lastly, the recognition and acceptance of women ministers of the other 
covenanting Churches as presbyters (in other words, as equals in the 
ministry with Anglican priests). 


All three issues were approved by about 80 per cent of the bishops and 
three quarters of the laity. But there was a solid core of opposition 
among the clergy - 32 per cent on the first issue, rising to 36 per cent 
on the second and 38 per cent on the third - sufficient to ensure defeat 
in July 1982. 


Despite the hope suggested by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Robert 
Runcie, in a powerful speech advocating support for the covenant, that the 
proposals might be able to be improved, there seems little likelihood of 
any changes apart from minor details. Among other things the covenant 
proposals also have to win the approval of the other Churches concerned. 


The United Reformed Church will give its first consideration to them in 
May, with final approval scheduled for a year later, while the Methodist 
Conference will vote on them when it meets at Norwich towards the end of 
June. 


(more) 
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Anglican supporters of the covenant will now have to rely on converting 
enough of the scheme's clerical opponents for it to gain the necessary 
two-thirds majority. 


In welcoming the Church of England decision, Dr Kenneth Greet, President 
of the Methodist Conference said that: 'The making of a successful 
covenant could lead to a new Springtime in the English churches. This, 
however, will only come about if, when the covenant is endorsed, there 
will be enthusiasm to make it work and use it as a stepping stone to 
further unity". 


EPS 


REMOTE INDONESIAN MOUNTAIN AREA 
HIT BY EARTHQUAKE 


Geneva (EPS) - Sixteen villages were carried away by landslides, several 
hundred people killed and about 3,000 people affected by a strong 
earthquake which hit a remote mountain region of Irian Jaya, Indonesia, 
at the end of January. 


Following an on the spot investigation by a representative of the 
Indonesian Council of Churches (DGI) the World Council of Churches' 
Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) 
immediately sent US $ 10,000 and appealed to the churches for US $ 35,000. 


This money will be used to supply food and shelter and to support the 
work of the Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF) which has evacuated injured 
people in its light aircraft and has carried food into the affected area. 


EPS 


NEW ECUMENICAL COMMISSION TO MEET 
SHORTLY IN THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC 


Hannover, FRG (EPS) - The priority task for the newly-created German 
Ecumenical Commission will be to "give a better common Christian witness 
than at present". 


This joint Commission between the Roman Catholic and Evangelical Churches 
(EKD) in the Federal Republic will meet for the first time, 6-7 May 1981. 
The Commission resulted from an initiative taken by Pope John Paul II 
during his visit to the country last year. 


The agenda for the meeting was outlined by the President of the Council 
of the EKD, Bishop Edward Lohse, and the President of the German Episcopal 
Conference, Cardinal Joseph H6ffner on 25 February. 


(more) 
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Other than discussing a better Christian witness, the Commission will also 
tackle three points raised by Bishop Lohse when he met the Pope last year. 
These are the celebration of ecumenical services on Sundays, the 
recognition of mixed marriages and an invitation to Protestants to 
participate in the Catholic Eucharist. 


EPS 


EARTHQUAKE HIT GREECE TO 
GET IMMEDIATE AID 


Geneva (EPS) - An appeal for US$ 350,000 has been launched by the World 
Council of Churches' (WCC) Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service (CICARWS) for the earthquake stricken areas of Greece. 


Three strong earthquakes between 24 February and 4 March, resulted in 

22 dead and some 500 injured and caused considerable structural damage to 
many towns and villages. For example, some 95 per cent of the buildings 
in the village of Plataies (1,250 inhabitants) have collapsed and in the 
town of Megara (19,000 inhabitants) only 10 per cent of the buildings 
remain intact. Near Plataies a crack has appeared in the earth some 
50-70 cm wide and 15 km long. The whole population is at present living 
in tents. 


The local churches have responded quickly and generously to the needs of 
the people. In Corinth the local Metropolitan of the Greek Orthodox 
Church has offered 700,000 Drh. (US$ 14,000) and diocesan priests are 
each offering one week's salary towards the church fund. 


The ecumenical relief programme is being administered nationally by the 
Synodical Committee for Interchurch Aid of the Church of Greece. The 
church's immediate action is geared towards relief and at a later stage 
towards church-building repairs and reconstruction. In Perahora, all 
public buildings, including the school and two churches (one of them 
dating from the 17th century) have been destroyed. 


Money from the CICARWS appeal will be used immediately to buy locally 

such things as food and kitchen utensils. In addition, 150 tents and 

five prefabricated buildings for schools and a place of worship will be 
shipped as soon as possible. Other items to be sent include 1,500 blankets 
and 10 tons of milk powder to supplement children's feeding. 


One unusual request that will be taken up is the establishment of a loan 
fund to meet the requirements of the most needy small shop owners and 
craftsmen in Megara, who have lost almost everything in the disaster. 


EPS 
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BISHOP TUTU NOMINATED FOR PEACE PRIZE 


Philadelphia (EPS) - Bishop Desmond Tutu, General Secretary of the South 
African Council of Churches (SACC), has been nominated by the American 
Friends Service Committee for the Nobel Peace Prize of 1981. 


The Quaker organization as co-recipients of the 1947 Nobel Peace Prize, is 
entitled to make a nomination each year. 


"He speaks out courageously against the system of apartheid, so abhorrent 
to the world community. He shows his great compassion for those both black 
and white who are caught in a repressive system", said Asia Bennett, 
Executive Secretary of the American Friends Service Committee. 


She added that "While Bishop Tutu is only one among many leaders in the 
movement for transformation, we feel that in naming him at this time, the 
Nobel Committee would greatly strengthen the position of Tutu and the work 
of the South African Council of Churches and give hope to other leaders". 


Speaking about the SACC, Bishop Tutu said: "As a council, we see ourselves 
existing to work for justice and peace and reconciliation in that order. 
There's no use trying to cry, ‘Peace, peace!" where there is no peace". 


Asia Bennett closed her letter to the Nobel Peace Prize Committee by 
expressing the hope that the Committee will honour Bishop Tutu as a symbol 
of all the courageous and dedicated people of all races who are striving 
for a basic transformation in South African society towards peace and 
justice. 


The American Friends Service Committee was founded in 1917. The 
organization works for peaceful reconciliation and supports the right of 
self determination for peoples throughout the world. It seeks to serve 
the various branches of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers). 


EPS 


DEATH OF PROFESSOR 
SCHEUNER 


Bonn (EPS) - Professor Ulrich Scheuner who was Moderator of the World 
Council of Churches' (WCC) Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs (CCIA) from 1969-71, died on 25 February 1981, in Bonn (FRG), at 
76 years of age. 


A prominent lawyer, he was one of the architects, after the second world 
war, to draw up both church and state legislation in the Federal Republic. 


Pope Paul VI decorated the Protestant Mr Scheuner with the Order of 
St. Gregory for "his truly ecumenical stance" during his legal career. 


EPS 
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RELEASED ANGLICANS RETURN 
FROM IRAN 


London (EPS) - During the first 52 days of their seven month detention in 
Iran, Dr and Mrs John Coleman never saw each other. And Miss Jean Waddell, 
the third Anglican Church missionary detainee released at the end of 
February spoke of her isolation and complete ignorance of what was happening. 


For the first 27 days of his captivity Dr Coleman had nothing to read, not 
even a Bible. When he obtained one he read it through five times. His 

wife Audrey had with her his pocket New Testament, which she read constantly. 
It was, said Dr Coleman, at a Press Conference on his return to London, 

not exactly a pleasant experience but God had taught them a lot. They 
showed no sign of rancour or bitterness. Mrs Coleman said their 
revolutionary guards were very considerate. 


The Colemans would like to return to Yazd, where they had been running a 
medical centre, if they were wanted by the church and if the Iranian 
authorities would allow them to do so. Dr Coleman said that he understood 
that the senior mullahs of Yazd had drawn up a petition asking them to return. 


Explaining the background to the Anglicans' detention, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury's special representative, Mr Terry Waite, said that he had seen 
a file of forged letters and documents purporting to implicate the Anglicans 
in carrying explosives and in subversive activity: generally. He had also 
met the man who had since been charged with the forgeries, an Iranian 
Anglican called Shahpur Purpashang. 


One benefit of the final hitch over the release, delaying their departure 
from 25 to 27 February, said Dr Coleman, had been that he had been able to 
ring each of the four Iranian Anglicans detained along with them and 
verify that they had been able to return to their homes. He had earlier 
made up his mind not to accept release unless the four Iranians - two 
priests and two laymen - were released too. 


EPS 


NEW APPOINTMENT TO SUDAN 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


Khartoum (EPS) - The Rev. Clement Janda, Associate General Secretary of 
the All Africa Conference of Churches has been elected General Secretary 
of the Sudan Council of Churches. 


Mr Janda has been with the AACC for the last five years. He holds a 
Masters Degree in Theology from Austin Seminary, United States, having 
obtained a Bachelors Degree in Sociology, Religion and History from 
Makerere University in Uganda and a Diploma in Theology from Bishop Tucker 
College in Uganda. 


EPS 
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NEW STAFF APPOINTMENTS AT THE WCC 


Geneva (EPS) - The following new staff appointments have been made at the 
World Council of Churches' headquarters: 


- Wesley ARIARAJAH: 39, a Methodist minister from Sri Lanka has been 
programme secretary of the sub-unit on Dialogue with People of Living 
Faiths and Ideologies since 1 January, 1981. He was Vice-Moderator of 
the WCC's Commission on Faith & Order. From 1966-80 he held various 
pastoral positions in Sri Lanka, and was also district chairman of the 
North and East District of the Methodist Church. 


- Anwar M. BARKAT: is to be director of the Programme to Combat Racism as 
from 1 May. He succeeds Baldwin Sjollema. From 1970-78 Professor Barkat, 
46, was the Principal of Forman Christian College, Lahore, Pakistan, 
since then he has been a consultant for education for development in 
New York. He holds degrees in political science, theology and social 
ethics. He has been a member of the Central and Executive Committees 
of the WCC since the 1975 Assembly in Nairobi, as well as Moderator of 
Unit II, Justice and Service. 


- Jacques BLANC: A member of the French Reformed Church, is to become a 
consultant to the Commission on the Churches! Participation in Development. 
He will be responsible for liaising with the Roman Catholic Church on 
behalf of Unit II, Justice and Service. The Rev. Jacques Blanc, 45, 
has held various positions in Algeria and is now President of the Church 
of Algeria. He has been a member of the WCC's Central Committee since 
the 1975 Assembly in Nairobi. 


- Dan-Ilie CIOBOTEA: has been lecturing at the Ecumenical Institute, Bossey, 
near Geneva since September 1980. The 29 year old Rumanian Orthodox 
holds degrees from the Orthodox Theological Faculty, Sibin, Rumania and 
the Protestant Faculty, Strasbourg. He specialized in systematic 
ecumenical theology in Freiburg, FRG. 


- Wai-Man Raymond FUNG: will take up his position as secretary for 
evangelism with the Commission for World Mission and Evangelism next 
autumn. He was born in 1940 and since 1979 has been an executive 
secretary with the Hong Kong Christian Council. Prior to that he was 
director of the Hong Kong Christian Industrial Committee. He replaces 
Dr John Kurewa, who lastNovember was appointed Secretary of Parliament 
in Zimbabwe. 


- Samuel ISAAC: born in India in 1938, has taken up the post of secretary 
for ecumenical sharing of personnel. Since 1975 he has been consultant 
for the South East Asia region of the Lutheran Church in America. Prior 
to that he was secretary for Inter-Church Aid and Health Concerns of the 
East Asia Christian Conference as well as Director of the Asian Christian 
Service Programme of the same conference. From 1960-68 he worked for 
the service and development agency of the National Christian Council of 
India. 


(more) 
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Monique McCLELLAN: has taken up the position of radio producer in the 
news and information office from 1 March. She is 41, and of German 
nationality. Since the beginning of January 1979 she has been chief 
editor of Heinemann Educational Books. Prior to that she was a freelance 
writer, and correspondent for Religious News Service in Hong Kong. She 
studied at the Boston University, School of Public Communication and 
Interpreter's School, Geneva. 


David H. PHILPOT: will take up the position of programme secretary in 
the scholarships department in May 1981. He was born in 1929 and is a 
minister of the Church of Scotland. Since 1966 he has been on the 
National Christian Council of Kenya Scholarships Committee and has lived 
in that country since 1956. For the last 10 years he has been Dean of 
Studies at St. Paul's United Theological College, Limuru, Kenya. 


Suzy A. RAMAMONJISOA: born in 1936 in Madagascar, has been appointed 
consultant for the Commission on the Churches' Participation in Development 
and will be in charge of the coordination of studies and research. She 

has been in charge of the Department of Human Sciences at the National 
Research Centre, Tsimbazaza, Madagascar. She has also attended several 
UNESCO Conferences and published various scientific, cultural and social 
papers. 


Caroline-Jeannette REUVER-COHEN: has been the WCC's documentalist since 
1 January. Born in Amsterdam in 1931, she holds a doctorate in Romance 
Languages and in Theology. From 1975-80 she was distribution manager of 
IDOC International, Rome, and from 1969-71 head of the documentation and 
translation department of the Pontifical Commission for Justice and 
Peace, Vatican. 


Carlos A. SINTADO: has been appointed assistant director of the sub-unit 

on Renewal and Congregational Life. He has a special responsibility for 

liaison with lay training centres. As a minister of the Methodist Church 
in Argentina, he was previously the director of the Ecumenical Christian 

Centre, Cordoba. 


Thevaradyil K. THOMAS: is to become the publication editor in the 
Communication Department from August. Since 1977 he has been the 
Communications Secretary for the Christian Conference of Asia. From 
1975-76 he was Associate Director for the WACC, London and prior to that 
editorial secretary for the Christian Literature Society, Madras. 


Mr Ninan Koshy, at present Executive Secretary of the Churches' Commission 


on International Affairs, will become Director of this Commission as from 
1 July. He is succeeding Leopoldo Niilus. 
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THREATENED SANCTUARY RIGHTS 
CAUSE STRONG REACTIONS 


Paris (EPS) - Some 32 French organizations have decided to work together 
to defend the threatened rights of asylum in France. Among these 
associations are: the Roman Catholic Commission on Justice and Peace, the 
social, economic and international commission of the French Protestant 
Federation, and CIMADE, the ecumenical inter-church aid organization. 


In a joint statement published on 6 March, they announced their firm 
intention to defend the rights of refugees in France as defined in the 
Geneva Convention. They pointed out in particular that access to French 
territory should be given to anyone who feels threatened and who requests 
political asylum. Each request should be given due consideration "without 
discrimination"; maintain the right of residence, the right to work and 
social benefits during the assessment period, said the statement. 


In the light of the serious threats, restrictions, the serious material, 
social and psychological consequences with which the refugees are faced, 
the organizations decided to work together to warn the public and to fight 
against the deterioration of the rights of asylum and to try and find a 
solution for these tragic cases, the statement said. 


EPS 


PRAY FOR ASIA CALL 
FOR MAY 


Singapore (EPS) - Asia Sunday - a day set aside each year to pray for the 
countries and peoples of Asia, Australia and New Zealand - will be 
celebrated this year on 31 May. 


Asia Sunday is organized by the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA), a 
regional ecumenical fellowship of 86 member churches and 16 national 
councils of churches. 


This year it will have particular significance as it will fall immediately 
after the CCA's Seventh Assembly to be held in Bangalore, India, 18-22 May, 
on the theme "Living in Christ for People". In a communication from the 
CCA the Assembly theme is said to "describe our calling as Christians" 

It goes on: "We are called to live in Christ; we are also called to live 
with people. The theme reminds us that these are not separate aspects of 
Christian living. We cannot choose one or the other. They go together 
and they are inseparable. The theme points to that togetherness and holds 
it up as the measure of the integrity of the faith we profess." 


EPS 
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DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME ANNOUNCED 
FOR PUERTO RICAN SEMINARY 


Hato Rey, Puerto Rico (EPS) - A five-year development programme to strengthen 
theological education at the Evangelical Seminary of Puerto Rico, has been 
announced. 


Dr Luis Fidel Mercado, the President of the interdenominational, ecumenical 
and Hispanic institution said: "There is a double thrust to provide 
professional and lay religious leadership for Puerto Rico, Latin America 
and US Hispanic Churches. The Seminary will graduate about 250 theological 
students and provide continuing education workshops and lay development 
programmes for another 2,000 persons this decade". 


Long range plans include establishment of audio-visual, communication, 
student and career assessment centres, an amphitheater for conference and 
drama, an apartment building for married and women students, and 
facilities for music training and additional classrooms and offices. 


Dr Mercado said: "The Seminary has had 460 graduates from 15 denominations 
Since its founding in 1919. More than 60 per cent of the pastors of 
denominations supporting the Seminary have attended this Hispanic 
institution of graduate theological education. 


"A new epoch in ecumenical support for the Seminary began in February 1981 
with a historically significant meeting of members of the Board of Trustees 
and its newly-authorized Steering Committee, which will help plan and 
implement the development programme the next five years." 


This Steering Committee includes 15 USA leaders from the five denominations 
which support the Seminary. They represent the American Baptist Churches, 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), the United Church of Christ, 
the United Methodist Church, and the United Presbyterian Church, whose 
mission boards help the Seminary financially. 


EPS 


NEW HEAD FOR SWEDISH 
FREE CHURCH COUNCIL 


Stockholm (EPS) - The Rev. Karl-Axel Elmquist has been appointed Secretary 
General of the Swedish Free Church Council including the aid- and 
development organization Swedish Free Church Aid. 


The council includes most of the non-Lutheran Churches in Sweden. 


EPS 


No.8 - 19 March 1981 4 


PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN URGE CAUTION 
ON ARMS SALES 


New York (EPS) - Sixty-eight United Presbyterian women who just returned 
from the Caribbean and Central and South America have urged the President 
of the United States, in a telegram, not to extend military aid to any 
government in this hemisphere without significant majority support of 
members of the Organization of American States. 


The women were participants in a three-week "Las Americas Unidas" seminar 
and dialogue sponsored by the National Executive Committee of United 
Presbyterian Women, during which they were guests in women's homes in 
Guatemala, Colombia, Cuba, and the Dominican Republic. 


They indicated to President Reagan that through their conversations with 
these women and with other people in the countries they visited, they came 
to understand that "unrest in the Western hemisphere is rooted in the 
absence of the basic necessities of life. Hunger and oppression", they 
continued, "result in discontent". They went on to say that "to use 
weapons in such a setting brings more oppression and more hunger" and that 
"military aid only speeds this cycle; it neither feeds nor frees people". 


"We pray", they concluded in the telegram, "that in our day people in the 
Americas may have food, hope, and freedom, and that we may all live in 
peace". 


EPS 


STOCKHOLDER ACTIONS TO 
FIGHT APARTHEID 


Indianapolis, Ind. (EPS) - Nineteen religious bodies, including a Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) organization, are to support stockholder 
resolutions aimed at stopping sales of equipment and services to South Africa. 


The Disciples' United Christian Missionary Society and the 19 other religious 
bodies will ask International Business Machines to ban the sale, lease or 
service of computers to or for the South African government, except for 
medical or humanitarian uses. 


The stockholders’ resolution will be voted at the 27 April meeting in 
Kansas City, Mo. 


In a second action, the society will ask Mobil Oil to ban sales and services 
to the South African police or military when the stockholders meet 7 May 
in New York city. 


In a statement, Wade D. Rubick, of the Disciples’ UCMS said: "American 
business has supported for years - either knowingly or unknowingly - the 
terrible condition of apartheid by its practices and working conditions, 

all of which have been imposed on American corporations by the South African 
government". 


"The church, through stockholder actions, is saying to corporations doing 
business there that they must stop supporting apartheid, the terrible denial 
of human rights, even if it means withdrawing from South Africa". 


EPS 
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RUNCIE SETS OUT SOME HARD 
QUESTIONS FOR ROME 


London (EPS) - Some of the "hard questions" involved in any consideration 
of unity between Canterbury and Rome as a practical possibility were raised 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Robert Runcie, in the first of a series 
of five Lent lectures in Westminster Abbey with the general theme "Towards 
Christian Unity". 


Speaking on - "Rome and Canterbury- Unity, Diversity and Comprehensiveness", 
Dr Runcie took as his starting-point Cardinal Mercier's 1925 paper suggesting 
the idea of the Anglican Church being "united, not absorbed". This paper 
stated: "We can't tolerate an Anglican Church separated from Rome, and we 
can't tolerate an Anglican Church absorbed by Rome". But once this was 
admitted the question arose of what range of diversity was compatible with 
unity, or, to put it another way, what were the limits of acceptable 
diversity. 


This is a particularly pressing question for any Church in dialogue with 
Rome, said Dr Runcie, "because of the Roman tendency towards an authoritarian 
centralization and uniformity". "Forgive me for making this point somewhat 
crudely", he said. . 


There were therefore some "hard questions" about Vatican centralization 
which Anglicans should now be asking Roman Catholics in order to elucidate 
what would be meant by unity not absorption, the Archbishop said. 


Citing Pope Victor's threat, towards the close of the second century, to 
excommunicate the entire Asian Episcopate because they had a different date 
for Easter, Dr Runcie went on: "The tendency to uniformity still seems to 
be a Roman attitude of mind... The Uniate Churches in the USA are forbidden 
the married clergy they have had from time out of mind in the Middle East 
because this clashes with ‘Latin' canon law. Or, how much freedom does the 
Roman Catholic Episcopal Conference of England and Wales have to pursue 
moral and pastoral initiatives culturally relevant to the mission of 

Christ in this country? To put it more directly, would Anglicans be 
expected to accept the "Latin" attitudes and rulings of the various Vatican 
congregations?" 


In what was clearly a reference to the dispute over birth control Dr Runcie 
also mentioned "moral issues relating to particular interpretations of 
natural law and the Anglo-Saxon tradition of the informed Christian 
conscience". 


The ultimate theological question was: "What is involved - and what is not 
involved - in acceptance of the universal ministry of the Bishop of Rome? 
Is this ministry not solely concerned with the basic unity of the faith in 
the world-wide communion of the Churches and their God-given diversity? 
Would this mean, at the most, a form of universal presidency in charity 
when essential matters of faith are at stake? What relation, then, would 
the Vatican have to the various synods of the Anglican Communion?" 


These were "some questions about the Anglican acceptance of a universal 
primacy which cannot be answered until Anglicans and Roman Catholics have 
come to some consensus on what acceptance actually involves". Dr Runcie 


(more) 
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recognized that Rome would have some tough questions to put to Anglicans 
as well, but he expressed the hope that when the Pope visits Britain next 
year that they might be able to take a step together towards the mutual 
exchange which will show both traditions more clearly what visible 
structures unity in diversity requires. 


EPS 


AFRICAN CHURCHES PLAN 
FOURTH ASSEMBLY 


Nairobi (EPS) - Nearly 500 people are expected to attend the forthcoming 
General Assembly of the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) to be 

held in Nairobi, 2-12 August. The theme of the conference will be "Following 
the Light of Jesus Christ"'’. According to the AACC General Committee 
Chairman, the Rev. John Gatu, and the Rev. Maxime Rafransoa, the new AACC 
General Secretary, 53 of the 118 member churches have indicated that they 
will send delegates to the Assembly. 


The Assembly is expected to be the most crucial in the 18-year life of the 
organization. Since 1978, the AACC has been plagued by a major financial 

and leadership crisis. The Assembly is expected to give a lead in settling 
the organization's internal affairs, and fix priorities for the 80's with the 
Churches established in Africa, "the continent of permanent crisis" as 

Mr Rafransoa called it in an interview with EPS. 


The 270 delegates at the Assembly will discuss pressing political, social 
and economic issues. These include growing militarism and elitism, the 
breakdown in social morality, education and evangelism in Africa. 


The General Secretary said that each of the preceding Assemblies had one 
strong point of reflection : independence (Kampala 1963); development 
(Abidjan 1969); liberation and moratorium (Lusaka 1974). 


The underlying theme in Nairobi will be healing and reconciliation within 
the churches and the African countries, Mr Rafransoa added, "but the 
previous concerns will remain with us, because all African countries are not 
yet liberated, autonomy is not the rule, and development is still a problem". 


The opening of the Assembly, will feature a "Harambee" with all participants. 
It is expected that this fund-raising effort will enable the AACC to finish 
building their new conference centre. In order to improve the AACC's 

overall financial position the General Commission has asked the 118 churches 
which represent more than 90 million Christians to set aside one Sunday per 
year to pray and take-up offerings for the organization. "It is important 
that member churches show solidarity before we can go out to our ecumenical 
partners for financial assistance," declared Mr Rafransoa. 


EPS 
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MELBOURNE CONTINUES TO 
CHALLENGE EUROPEAN CHURCHES 


Liebfrauenberg, France (EPS) - "It seems to me that something has been set 
in motion at the World Council of Churches' Melbourne Conference on Mission 
that cannot now be stopped" said the Rev. Jacques Maury, talking about a 
meeting arranged on his initiative at the beginning of March, at Liebfrauen- 
berg, near Strasbourg. 


Some 40 people from Western Europe met to evaluate the impact, the Melbourne 
conference, which took place in May 1980, has had on the participants from 
Western Europe and on the European churches in general. 


About half of the European participants who had been at Melbourne were 
present in Liebfrauenberg and this was said by Jacques Maury, the President 
of the French Protestant Federation, to be "an evident sign of the impact 
of the conference on those who were present". 


In an interview with EPS, Mr Maury affirmed that "the theological thrust 

of the theme of the Kingdom of the Crucified and of His siding with the 
poor has obliged us, after Melbourne, to enter into a serious reevaluation 
of the ministry of our European churches which are in the main in a society 
dominated by the power of money". At Liebfrauenberg the participants have 
perceived in a new way the possibilities for renewed ecumenical action. 


The participants were conscious of the difficulties which confront both 
European Churches and Christians. "The extent of the reevaluation ancanalysis 
which is necessary and which is implied is such that it is difficult to 
surmount simply the bad conscience which secretly clothes Europeans today" 
said the French Protestant leader. 


Among the common convictions which emerged from the three days of work, 

Mr Maury picked out two prominent points: "the urgent need to react before 
the growing menace of a nuclear war and, because of the need for a common 
Christian witness, the need now to grow towards intercommunion, an essential 
condition for the credibility of all common witness". 


EPS 


WELL-KNOWN CHURCH COMMUNICATOR 
DIES IN THE US 


Maywood, NJ (EPS) - Erik W. Modean, a well-known figure in both US and 
world church journalism has died here at 69 years of age. 


Mr Modean was in charge of or on the staff of the English language press 
operations at four World Council of Churches Assemblies (Evanston, I11., 
1954; New Delhi 1961; Uppsala 1968; Nairobi 1975) and at four Lutheran World 
Federation Assemblies (Hanover 1952; Minneapolis 1957; Helsinki 1963; 
Evian-les-Bains, France 1970). 


He was for 31 years head of the News Bureau at the Lutheran Council in the 
USA and its predecessor, the National Lutheran Council. 
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CHURCH LEADERS CHALLENGE OIL COMPANIES 
TO SUPPORT ZIMBABWE 


Utrecht, The Netherlands (EPS) - The heads of six major oil companies in 
France, Britain, the USA and the Netherlands have been asked by church 
leaders from these four countries to contribute to the reconstruction of 
Zimbabwe, as reparation for supplying the former Rhodesian regime with oil. 


In a letter addressed to Total, Royal Dutch Shell, British Petroleum, Mobil, 
Standard Oil, and Texaco, more than 50 church leaders say they have been 
encouraged by the birth of Zimbabwe but add "we are deeply concerned to 
support its efforts towards reconstruction". 


The churchmen, representing national Christian Councils, Inter-church aid 
agencies and many denominations including Roman Catholic bodies, say: "We 
are writing to you because of our concern about the way 011 products were 
exported to Rhodesia during the period of the illegal government of Ian 
Smith. For all or part of this period, the Smith regime and its military 
forces were dependent on oil supplied by your companies or their sub- 
sidiaries. It has been persuasively argued that the war was prolonged, 
and the destruction considerably increased, by the continued supply of your 
companies’ products. There is, therefore, a clear moral case for a form 
of reparation payments, to be made by your companies for the devastation 
which has occurred. 


Arguing that they believe it is vital that a wide variety of institutions 
support in practical ways the people of Zimbabwe, the churchmen point out 
that their agencies are already involved in reconstruction work in the 
country. They then challenge the oil companies with details of some of 

the tasks of reconstruction which are needed. For example: "The tasks of 
reconstruction include the resettlement of approximately one million people 
displaced by the war, the re-housing, feeding and re-equipping of a further 
million who have suffered the loss of their livelihoods, the rebuilding of 
the health and education services, the creation of jobs for those who 
fought in the war of independence, and the replacement of infrastructure 
destroyed in the war". 


The churchmen conclude by urging the companies to approach immediately 
the Zimbabwe government, in order to discuss the best ways to contribute 
to the reconstruction. "We believe this should be a substantial amount", 
the churchmen say, noting "it can only be a token in the light of the 
suffering of the Zimbabwean people". 


Among those signing the letters are, from France,M Roby Bois, of the inter- 
church agency CIMADE and Father Pierre Toulat, of Justice and Peace. From 
the Netherlands, the Rev. R.J. van der Veen, general secretary of the Dutch 
Missionary Council of the Protestant Churches in the Netherlands and Dr 
Albert van den Heuvel, chairman of the Commission on International Affairs 
of the Dutch Council of Churches. 


The British signatories include the Anglican Bishops of Liverpool and 
Birmingham, Rt. Revs David Shepherd and Hugh Montefiore and two members 
of the World Council of Churches Central Committee, Mrs Jean Mayland and 
Ms Pauline Webb. 

(more) 
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Signatories in the USA include the Rev. M. William Howard, President of 
the National Council of Churches of Christ and Richard E. Ulrich, chairman 
of the Marianist Office of Justice and Peace. 
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AFGHAN REFUGEES CONTINUE 
TO FLEE TO PAKISTAN 


Copenhagen (EPS) - An average of more than 3,700 Afghan refugees a day 
fled into Pakistan during February. The total refugee population at the 
end of that month according to official figures stood at 1,635,928, a 
number which is expected to rise to two million by the middle of the year, 
especially when the expected Spring offensive within Afghanistan gets 
underway. 


These figures were given to church-related aid organizations by representatives 
from the Pakistan Inter-Aid Committee at a recent meeting in Copenhagen. 


The Inter-Aid Committee, is a refugee serving organization bringing together 
the Church of Pakistan, the Catholic Archdiocese of Karachi and Church 
World Service. It coordinates and carries out church-based relief efforts 
with the refugees. Its work is concentrated in Baluchistan where it is 
responsible for nearly all the relief efforts in that province while at the 
Same time its activities are expanding in the North-West Frontier Province. 
Its main work is the delivery of relief goods, tents, quilts, clothing and 
shoes. A number of mobile medical teams are now also operational and a 
remedial nutrition programme is about to begin. 


Many refugees now realize that they will be in Pakistan for a considerable 
time, the meeting was told, and so they are becoming more amenable to the 
idea of participating in programmes that have a development or self-help 
nature. Thus the IAC hopes to add some income-generating projects to its 
programme in the area. 


There are, nevertheless many unmet needs among the refugees. The UNHCR 

has cited loss of income because of a handicapped, absent, missing or dead 
male head of family; unmet medical needs of every description including 
wounds and injuries resulting from military activities; milk for babies 

who cannot be adequately fed by their mothers; emergency assistance of all 
kinds to compensate for losses above and beyond the allowances made 

available through official channels; and care for the many widows and orphans. 


In a pledging session at the end of the meeting more than US$ 5 million 
for the IAC programmes was raised. 


The World Council of Churches’ (WCC) Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service (CICARWS) is among the organizations endorsing the ICA 
work and is channelling funds to its programme. 


EPS 
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500th ANNIVERSARY PREPARATIONS 
OF MARTIN LUTHER'S BIRTH IN 1983 


Berlin, GDR (EPS) - Religious celebrations to commemorate the 500th 
anniversary of the birth of Martin Luther will begin on 4 May, 1983, at 
the Wartburg Castle, GDR, where the Protestant Reformer translated the 
New Testament into German, and on his birthday, 10 November, a service 
will be held in Eisleben - Luther's place of birth and death, the Lutheran 
committee of the Evangelical Churches in German Democratic Republic (GDR) 
have announced. 


In addition to these events, the committee, after their preparatory meeting, 
said that several regional meetings are also to be held between May and 
November 1983. An exhibition will be shown in Erfurt on "Martin Luther's 
Life, Works and Influence". The committee is also preparing religious 
programmes for both radio and television on the life and work of the 
reformer. 


According to a press release from the Federation of Protestant Churches 

in the GDR the central theme of the celebrations will be to explain Luther's 
interpretation of the first commandment: "To love, fear and trust God above all". 
According to the committee, this theme will explain Luther's conception 

of God, mankind and the church. The organizing committee hopes that the 
1983 celebrations will also stimulate the public's interest in Luther's 

works. 
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US HUMAN RIGHTS POLICY - 
CHURCH CONCERN 


New York (EPS) - In December 1980 a strongly worded human rights appeal 
was issued by a representative group of American religious leaders to then 
President elect Reagan. The only reply accorded them was a brief 
standardized note by Richard Allen, then Assistant to Reagan for National 
Security Affairs, thanking the church leaders for keeping the President 
informed of their concerns. 


Since then 200 additional religious leaders have added their signatures to 
the appeal. In a new letter, the group is calling for a meeting with the 
President to discuss their concerns, making it clear that the initial reply 
was not acceptable. They now include twenty-six Roman Catholic, 

United Methodist and Episcopal bishops, as well as the presidents or chief 
executive officers of nearly every major religious body in the United States. 


In the letter the church leaders state that at this particular time they 
are especially concerned about El Salvador, but equally so about other 
nations where the United States has extensive economic, political and 
military involvements. They state their belief that many more violations 
have occurred since the open letter in December which might have been 
averted had the President spoken out as the signatories requested. 


EPS 
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WCC STATEMENT MOURNS SLAIN CHILDREN 
POINTS TO GROWING VIOLENCE IN THE US 


Atlanta (EPS) - Leaders of the World Council of Churches (WCC) concluding 
a weeklong series of meetings here, today issued a statement expressing 
shared loss and grief over the murders of black children in Atlanta and 
have called upon the Churches to monitor what they see as "the growing 
violence among persons and groups" throughout the United States. 


Atlanta Mayor Jackson and Public Safety Commissioner Lee P. Brown received 
the statement in a half-hour session with the World Council delegation. 

WCC officials have been participating in a consultation with American member 
churches to review the Council's Programmes of Justice and Service throughout 
the World. 


"We share in the loss of the children who have been killed, in the sorrow, 
bewilderment, grief and anger of their bereaved families, and in the 
understandable but destructive onslaught of fear, tension and mistrust 
which these events have unleashed on the Atlanta community", the statement 
says. 


Twenty black children have been killed in as many months and two more are 
reported missing. Nearly US$ 2.5 million in Federal funds have been 
approved to aid the investigation of the unsolved slayings. 


The WCC statement recognizes "the efforts being made by the Atlanta 
community to find the perpetrators and to stop this degradation of human 
life, rights, dignity, safety and community", and acknowledges "the nation- 
wide evidence of the continuing and growing statistics of violence against 
blacks and others". 


"But we must also speak about the change of mood in the nation which has 
signalled to many that the rights of humans have become of lesser importance, 
about the growth of groups which preach hate and violence against others of 
a different race, ethnicity or belief, about the encouragement of many, 
including some of our leaders, of the false belief that a future of hope is 
possible while ignoring or rejecting the needs and aspirations of many in 
our society, and about the sin of claiming opportunity and advantage for 
ourselves at the expense of others. 


"We call upon the churches and their agencies to monitor and publicize the 
growing violence against persons and groups throughout this nation. We 
pray fervently that the anguish of Atlanta and fearful, poor and suffering 
people in many, many other places in the world will be recognized as the 
cries of pain of our brothers and sisters in the human family and that 
those cries will awaken us again to the hope for justice and love which 
our faith requires of us", the statement concludes. 


Anglican: Bishop Neville de Souza of Jamaica led the delegation which 
presented the resolution to Atlanta City officials. Others representing 
the WCC included Dr Konrad Raiser, Acting General Secretary; Ambassador 
Olle Dahlen of Sweden, Moderator of the WCC's Commission on International 
Affairs; Bishop John Samuel of the (Anglican) Church of Pakistan and 
Moderator of the Commission on Inter-church Aid, Refugee and World Service; 
Dr Sylvia Talbot of Atlanta, Moderator of the Christian Medical Commission; 


(more) 
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Ms Annette Hutchins-Felder of New York, an executive of the United Methodist 
Church and Moderator of the Programme to Combat Racism; Mr Aaron Tolen of 
Cameroon, Moderator of the Commission on the Churches' Participation in 
Development, and a number of WCC staff executives. 


EPS 
(A report on the WCC Atlanta meeting referred to above will appear 
in the next issue of EPS, 2 April 1981) 


CHURCHES’ ROLE IN EMERGENCIES 
SUBJECT OF SPECIALIST MEETING 


Bossey, nr. Geneva (EPS) - The special role of the Churches in emergency 
and disaster situations, the need for emergency preparedness, and ways in 
which knowledge already available in the churches on such activities could 
be exchanged were three of the subjects under discussions at a meeting here 
last week (18-20 March). 


Present at the meeting arranged by the World Council of Churches" Commission 
on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) were participants 
responsible for the churches' response and action in times of emergency 
from Africa, India, the Caribbean and the Middle East together with 
executives from inter-church aid agencies in Europe and North America. 


In the discussion on the special role of the Churches, the meeting 
emphasized the church as servant - enabler, advocate and caretaker. It 
noted at the same time that in many cases the Church is both victim and 
provider. Service too, pointed out the meeting, includes solidarity with 
those affected, counselling and building-up morale. 


The need for emergency preparedness was agreed but the difficulties and 
implications, both from the financing and the field operations sides, 
need considerable work and study before any plans can be drawn-up. 


Ways of sharing the accumulated and evaluated knowledge of emergency 
operations between all partners on all continents was also discussed. It 
was significant that this was the first meeting of its kind bringing 
together experts from the field of churches' involvement in emergencies. 
This exchange of accumulated knowledge will benefit all partners in future 
emergencies. 


EPS 


OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO 
RELIGIOUS JOURNALISM 


New York (EPS) - Lilian R. Block, 72, editor-in-chief of Religious News 
Service for 22 years, died on Saturday, 21 March in Montclair, NJ. 


Ms Block had headed the RNS news service in New York until her retirement 
just over a year ago. RNS is the principal source of religious news in the 
USA for most of the main religious publications and many daily newspapers. 


Commenting on her death the Rev. John Bluck, Communications' Director of the 
World Council of Churches (WCC) said: "The ecumenical movement has lost one 
of its most distinguished interpreters. We honour her life and mourn her 
passing. But her best memorial will be the standards and the integrity of 
her journalism." 
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CHRISTIAN DELEGATION FROM THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 
VISITS HONG KONG 


Hong Kong (EPS) - Eight Chinese Protestant Christian leaders have arrived 
here for a two-week visit, 22 March-4 April. This is their first visit 
since 1949. 


The delegation was led by Bishop K.H. Ting, President of the China 
Christian Council (CCC). He said at a press conference that the religious 
freedom policy has resumed in China and more than 100 Christian Protestant 
Churches have re-opened for public worship since 1979. He also said that 
over 130,000 Bibles have been printed and distributed in the country. 


The Chinese Christian delegates are scheduled to attend a four-day 
consultation on China organized by the Christian Conference of Asia in 
which church leaders from over 14 Asian countries will participate. 


The team will also meet local church leaders and will take part in a 
thanksgiving service held by the Hong Kong Christian Council. 


They will speak on the "Future Development of Theological Education in 
China" at a meeting held by the local member schools of the Association of 
Theological Schools in Southeast Asia, 30 March. Participants will be the 
alumni and students of the Lutheran Theological Seminary, Concordia 
Theological Seminary, and the theology section of Chung Chi College, 
Chinese University. 


In addition, they are invited to speak at a seminar on "Tasks and Hopes 
for the Days Ahead - The Protestant Church in China" organized by the Tao 
Fong Shan Ecumenical Centre, Shatin, 31 March. 


A Lutheran World Federation Vice-president, Dr Andrew Hsiao, said he hopes 
that under mutual respect the Hong Kong Churches will be able to seek ways 
of cooperation with the Chinese Christians. In regard to their meeting 
with local religious leaders, Hsiao said it is a good opportunity for 

both churches to promote mutual understanding. 


EPS 


PSALM DISTRIBUTION 
IN HUNGARY 


Budapest (EPS) - Distribution of 3131 copies of the book of Psalms will 


take place in Hungarian parishes this year paid for from the Olivier 
Beguin fund. 


The book will be a new translation of the Psalms and will be illustrated 


by Viola Berki, a Hungarian artist already well-known for her illustrations 
of scripture. 


The books are distributed by the Hungarian Bible Council, mainly in widely 
scattered parishes where the need for Scriptures is greatest. 


The fund is named after Olivier Beguin, a long-time head of the United 
Bible Societies. 
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AID TO GREECE 


At least 100,000 people are at this moment witho 
shelter in Greece. They are the victims of a se 
of earthquakes which, between 24 February and mi 
March 1981, severely affected a zone between Ath 
and the Gulf of Corinth. Some 8,500 houses are 
uninhabitable and about 10,000 are damaged. 


The Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and 
World Service (CICARWS) launched an appeal on 11 
for US$ 350,000 to aid those affected. 


The ruins illustrate the degree of intensity of 

earthquakes: 

(2600) The remains of a three-storey house in Ki 
(2601) The bus station at Plataies 

(2602) The Conti Hotel at Loutraki 

(2603) The ruined church of St. Nicolas at Plata 


authorities and the Orthodox Church of 

2 responded rapidly in giving help to those 
y the earthquakes which continue to occur 
regular intervals. 

) A dispensary and distribution centre set 
the Red Cross at Perahora. 

) Aid to the most urgent of the many 

ies who have lost all. 

) Amidst the ruins and desolation, Orthodox 
-s bring consolation and ... 

) participation. Here, for example, the 
ror of "Apostoliki Diakonia", Bishop 

asios, with the help of theological students 
ip a tent a Plataies. 

) Procession and prayers with the victims 
1ew their .hope. 

) Churches have been destroyed, but the 

ful are found in prayer in open countryside 
2 icons salvaged from the ruins. 


9s: Manginas & Tsetsis/WCC) 


ZIMBABWE ON THE MOV 


The population of Zimbabwe is over seven million 
They inhabit a region of some 96.4 million acres 
Among the problems which face the young independ 
state, agriculture figures large. In and around 
the old "Tribal Trust Lands" live, on 45 million 
acres, some 700,000 black farming families, who 
await help, subventions and rapid measures from 
government. Facing similar problems are the whi 
farmers whose farms cover a similar area and who 
some 35 per cent of the black population. 


(2610) More than 70 per cent of the population 
live in the rural areas. : 

(2611) Following the negotiated peace, land is 
being reclaimed. 

(2612) Drought has hit hard in 1980; it is hoped 
that this year will bring better results. 

(2613) Nature is given some artificial help. 
(2614) Small dam construction to help irrigation 


(Front page) Agricultural work in Zimbabwe 


Photos: HEKS-EPER/Zurich. 
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1211 Geneva, at the cost of Sw.Fr. 12.— or equivalent in your currency. Free of charge to Eastern 
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EMBARGOED TO 00:01 hrs GMT, FRIDAY,3 APRIL, 1981 


POPE JOHN PAUL II TO VISIT 
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


Geneva (EPS) - Agreement has now been reached on a visit to the World 
Council of Churches by His Holiness Pope John Paul II. In response to an 
official invitation issued this week, the visit to the Ecumenical Centre 
in Geneva, will take place on Friday, 5 June, from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


This invitation comes at the end of a series of careful preliminary 
discussions aimed at making the visit a substantial ecumenical event. 


A highlight of the occasion will be a personal and private meeting between 
His Holiness and WCC leaders, representatives of WCC member churches, and 
other church organizations in the Ecumenical Centre. 


The Pope's visit is expected to begin with an act of prayer and worship in 
the chapel of the Ecumenical Centre, to be followed by an official welcome 
and an exchange of messages. 


It is also planned that Dr Philip Potter, WCC General Secretary, and 
Pope John Paul will exchange brief statements in a public session in the 
presence of other church leaders. 


The theme of "common witness" is expected to provide the focus for the 
visit. Common witness includes all that the churches can do together 
ranging from mission and evangelism to social action programmes, despite 
the differences which still exist in faith and church order. 


This subject has already been given considerable attention by the Joint 
Working Group - the permanent liaison group between the WCC and the Vatican - 
and by Pope John Paul himself. The Joint Working Group will hold its 

annual meeting in Geneva, 9-13 June, following the Pope's visit. 


Consideration is being given to a joint statement to be issued on the 
occasion of the visit. 


The only previous Papal visit to the Ecumenical Centre was that paid by 
Pope Paul VI in June 1969. 


EPS 
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POTTER TO PARTICIPATE IN ISTANBUL 
CELEBRATIONS AT PENTECOST 


Geneva (EPS) - At Pentecost, the World Council of Churches’ (WCC) General 
Secretary will take part in the festivities of the 1600th anniversary of 
the Second Ecumenical Council, organized by the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
of Constantinople. Dr Philip Potter will thus be responding to an 
invitation extended to the WCC in January 1981, by the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of His Holiness Dimitrios I. This was announced here on 

2 April, by a spokesman of the WCC. 


The festivities are to take place in Istanbul, 5-7 June, and representatives 
of all Orthodox Churches are expected to attend, it was announced by the 
Phanar, the Patriarchate's headquarters. Among other personalities 
attending the celebrations will be the Rev. André Appel, President of the 
European Conference of Churches. 


The year 1981 was declared as "the Year of the Second Ecumenical Council" 
by the Christmas Patriarchal Encyclical of Dimitrios I. The Ecumenical 
Patriarchate is going to organize a series of events including theological 
Symposia and seminars in Thessalonika and the Orthodox Centre of Chambésy, 
Geneva. Two commemorative volumes, including theological essays of both 
Orthodox and non-Orthodox theologians on the significance of this Council 
will be published during the course of this year. 


The Rev. Dr Philip Potter will be leaving for Istanbul, the day after the 
visit of Pope John Paul II to the WCC. 


EPS 


NEW BISHOP FOR 
LONDON 


London (EPS) - The next Bishop of London is to be Dr Graham Leonard, who 
has been Bishop of Truro since 1973 and before that was for nine years 
Bishop of Willesden. Bishop Leonard, who will be 60 in May, will succeed 
Dr Gerald Ellison, who announced his retirement last July. The Diocese 
of London ranks third in the Church of England after the Archdioceses of 
Canterbury and York. 


Bishop Leonard is considered the leading member of the Catholic wing of 
the Church of England. He was a leading opponent of the scheme for 
Anglican-Methodist unity in the late 1960s and early 1970s, and more 
recently he has come out against proposals for the Church of England to 
enter into a covenant with four of the free churches. Since 1976 he has 
been chairman of the Church of England's Board for Social Responsibility. 


EPS 
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CRISIS LOOMING IN SOUTH 
AFRICA SAYS TUTU 


Swanwick, Derby, UK (EPS) - The argument that investment in South Africa 
helped the blacks came in for a scathing rebuttal from Bishop Desmond Tutu, 
General Secretary of the South African Council of Churches, when he 
addressed the Spring Assembly of the British Council of Churches held at 
Swanwick, Derbyshire, from 30 March to 2 April. 


Citing the case of a little girl he met in a resettlement camp living with 
her widowed mother and sister who borrowed food and when they could borrow 
no food drank water to fill their stomachs, he said people were starving 
in South Africa by deliberate government policy. Yet when he complained 
to the Prime Minister about this case he was told the policy of forced 
population removals was legal. Some people in South Africa, he commented, 
could no longer distinguish between what was legal and what was morally 
right. 


"So those who invest in South Africa should please do so with their eyes 
open", he went on. "They shouldn't delude themselves that they are doing 
anything for blacks. At least they ought to get rid of the humbug and 
know they are buttressing one of the most vicious systems since Naziism." 


Speaking of the growing hostility and indeed hatred and anger to be found 
among young blacks, Bishop Tutu said a crisis was approaching in South 
Africa. That was why he was appealing to the international community to 
act now while there was still time. They should apply pressure, especially 
economic pressure, to bring the South African government to the negotiating 
table before it was too late. 


He forecast that the elections being held in April would be the last all- 
white elections to be held in South Africa. "We will be free", he said. 
"The only question is how and when." 


As at his press conference on Monday, 30 March, he explained that he had to 
be careful when discussing the economic pressure the West could bring to 
bear on South Africa. "If I got up in my country and said I support 
economic sanctions or an oil embargo, that would be economic sabotage, and 
if I were found guilty there would be a minimum sentence of five years". 


What could British Christians do? They could pray; they could help people 
to know what the situation really was; they could work to form a proper 
public opinion of the kind that would make it easier for their government 
to act; and they could care about the same kind of things in Britain as 

in South Africa. 


It was, he felt, easier for them to be Christians in South Africa where 
the challenges were so sharp and so real. It was far more difficult for 
British Christians in a milieu not blatantly but insidiously hostile to 
the Christian gospel. 


"A church which does not suffer misses out on something essential to the 
nature of the church", he said. Discipleship included the cross, and it 
had been pointed out that the cross was something you found not in a con- 
fectioner's but in a carpenter's shop where you got splinters under your 
nails. 


(more) 
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Moreover, he believed the Church of God, like God himself, could never be 
a neutral church. "It has to be biased in favour of the poor, of the 
oppressed, of those who are marginalized", he said. 


The British Council of Churches endorsed the unanimous opposition the 
Churches have shown to the British nationality bill now before Parliament. 
The BCC opposed it because it was "morally questionable and racially 
divisive", and expressed the hope that the British government would withdraw 
it and draw up new legislation taking account of the nine principles laid 
down by the Roman Catholic Bishops of England and Wales in July 1979 to 
provide the moral basis of any future nationality law. 


The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Robert Runcie, said the root of his 
objection to the bill was the insecurity it would cause. "Belonging is 

a basic human need", he said. "That as Christians we must insist on both 
in general and in detail". 


The BCC Assembly also roundly condemned "the use of torture by any government, 
group or individual, in any place, at any time, for any reason". It urged 

the British and Irish governments not only to work for the international 
adoption of the UN convention against torture but also to devise means of 
exercising stricter control over the export of what is termed "repressive 
technology" to governments known to violate human rights. 


Introducing this resolution, the Baptist leader Dr David Russell pointed 
out that "to degrade my brother is to dishonour God". Torture was 

"a degradation and dishonouring of God himself and a denial of the 
incarnation". It involved the torturer in the denial of his or her own 
humanity. Not only was it dreadful in itself, but it destroyed the social 
fabric of the community in which it was used. 


In a major address to the Assembly, Dr Paul Abrecht, director of the 

World Council of Churches" Church and Society sub-unit, and the person 
responsible for the 1979 Faith, Science and the Future Conference, said 
that "the momentum of technological change seems beyond the control of 

any society". We live in a tension, said Dr Abrecht, "between being 
thankful for their benefits and fearful of the unforeseen and unforeseeable 
evil they may produce". 


Neither capitalist now socialist systems have managed to cope with this 
rapidly developing science and technology, Dr Abrecht believes. Turning 
to the ethical issues involved for Christians, Dr Abrecht pointed out the 
differences Christians and Churches have in dealing with some of these and 
the present lack of clarity about the Biblical basis of Christian social 
ethics. 


Dr Abrecht concluded his address by declaring that in the ecumenical 
movement "evangelism and social action should never be separated". He 
declared "the only purpose of the social witness is to manifest the 
historical reality and spiritual power of the truth which is in Christ". 


EPS 


No.10 - 2 April 1981 6 


CARDIFF MEETING SETS EUROPEAN CHURCHES 
STUDY AGENDA TO '85 


Cardiff, UK (EPS) - In the years to come the European Churches should 
promote the responsible use of nature, the containment of violence in a 
world threatened by nuclear death, and education for non-violence. A 
study should also be made as to whether and how churches of different 
traditions can share in sacramental fellowship before they achieve full 
unity. 


These were some the recommendations made by the 90 representatives from 
18 European countries who attended an international consultation held in 
Cardiff, Wales, 24-28 March 1981, organized by the Conference of European 
Churches (CEC), on the subject "The Communion of the Holy Spirit Today - 
Trinity, Church, Creation". 


The meeting concluded that no real progress would be made towards full 
unity unless the Churches live a spirituality of communion anchored in the 
Trinity. Professor Dumitru Popescu, new studies secretary of the CEC said 
that such a spirituality "would favour mutual enrichment between different 
Christian traditions and, on the other hand, a more profound solidarity 
between the Churches and the world". The Rumanian theologian pointed out 
that once Christians have discovered the profound fellowship between the 
Holy Spirit, Church and creation then they feel fully responsible towards 
creation, peace education, disarmament and security. 


The presidium of the CEC will deal with these recommendations and take 
action on details for further studies before the next CEC Assembly in 1985, 
when they meet in Marseille in May, 1981. The CEC brings together 

112 Anglican, Orthodox, and Protestant Churches in 26 countries from the 
Atlantic to the Urals. 


The conference questioned whether in a wider frame it was possible (as 
already happens in the Leuenberg Agreement of the Protestant Churches in 
Europe) to have sacramental communion as sister churches and to recognize 
each other's ministry and membership before the full unity of churches 
participating in such agreements has been reached. The emphasis here 

lay on reconciled fellowship of churches still separated in their doctrine. 


Concerning the security and disarmament in Europe, which is a great concern 
of CEC, the delegates pointed out that so far the poor blocs had not 
really talked about true disarmament but at best only about "cooperative 
arms control''’, It was emphasized that the churches should not support 
systems that endanger the environment. 


It was further recommended that the consumer practices of modern man and 
his real material needs be examined, including the objectives and 
structures of a "growth economy" out of ecological responsibility, and out 
of a responsibility for the impoverished people in the Southern hemisphere 
and for future generations. 


The Cardiff consultation observed with concern the growing tendency towards 
a worldwide East-West confrontation leading to greater militarization and 

a return to "power politics" in Europe. The Churches were described as a 
"free zone" for peace work and alternative concepts. It was recommended 
that the CEC stick to the experiences of its peace work so far and continue 
to support the realization of the principles of the Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe. 


EPS 
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NEW GROUP FORMED TO COMBAT 
RACISM IN EUROPE 


Brussels (EPS) - A new organization has been set up here to combat racism 
in Europe. This move follows a recommendation from the Stockholm 
Consultation of March 1980, which was held as part of the World Council 
of Churches' (WCC) process of consultation on the churches response to 
racism in the 80's. 


The Churches Committee on Migrant Workers in Europe (CCMWE) and the 
Ecumenical Commission for Church and Society in the European Community 
(ECCSEC) have created the new organization, which will relate to minority 
groups and their organizations in Europe and, if possible, secure added 
resources for them. 


It is anticipated that there will be 15 members of the Working Group, from 
various parts of Europe. Close links will be established with the Churches 
and with migrant workers organizations and the minorities. 


The Rev. Elliott Kendall, Director of the Community and Race Relations Unit 
of the British Council of Churches, has been appointed chairman of the 
group. The Joint Secretaries will be Marc Lenders, director of ECCSEC and 
Pieter Muller, Executive Secretary of CCMWE. 


EPS 


200th ANNIVERSARY OF THE ACT 
OF TOLERATION IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Prague (EPS) - Celebrations organized by the Evangelical Church of Czech 
Brethren began on 22 March in Prague, to mark the 200th Anniversary of the 
Act of Toleration. 


This Act, passed in 1781, allowed Czech Protestants who had been living 
illegally, to organize reformed and Lutheran congregations. 


During the 22 March celebrations addresses were given by Milan Hajek, 
President of the Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren and James I. McCord, 
President of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


The World Council of Churches was represented by Professor Todor Sabev, 
Deputy General Secretary who, in greeting the church recalled with gratitude 
"your tremendous contribution to the Prague Christian movement for peace 

and justice as well as your great part in common endeavours in regional 

and international ecumenical organizations". 


Professor Sabev, who was accompanied by the Europe Secretary of the Commission 
on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) of the WCC, 

Uffe Gjerding, was received, during his stay in Czechoslovakia, by various 
leaders of the host church, by the President of the Czech Ecumenical Council, 
Bishop V. Kiedron, as well as the director of the Secretariat for Religious 
Affairs of the Presidium of the Government, Dr K. Hriuza. 


EPS 
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US CHURCHES EVALUATE JUSTICE 
AND SERVICE ISSUES AT WCC SEMINAR 


Atlanta (EPS) - Peacemaking, economic justice and the elimination of racism 
are principal concerns of the US Churches and should be high on the agenda 
at the World Council of Churches' (WCC) next Assembly in 1983. 


This was the consensus among representatives from the WCC American member 
churches who gathered here 16-18 March, to share their social justice 
activities and concerns with each other and with the World Council. The 
consultation was called by the WCC in order to learn of US priorities and 
to provide opportunity for the WCC to make the policies and objectives of 
its social action programmes more fully understood within its American 
membership. 


Held at the Interdenominational Theological Centre here, the seminar was 
also part of the preparatory process for the WCC's sixth assembly, set for 
Vancouver, Canada in 1983. 


More than 80 participants attended interest groups organized around the 
WCC sub-units responsible for justice and service programmes. Included 

in this are: the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(CICARWS) ; the Commission on the Churches' Participation in Development 
(CCPD); the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA) ; 
the Christian Medical Commission (CMC); and the Programme to Combat Racism 
(PCR). 


In his opening address, Dr Konrad Raiser, the WCC's Acting General Secretary 
drew attention to the historical tension between the concepts of justice 

and service because "service can bypass the causes of suffering and need". 
The problem is how these two poles of justice and service can be held 
together. 


In a reaction to Dr Raiser's address, the Rev. M. William Howard, President 
of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, said that if the 
poor are to be free it will be as a result of their own struggles. The 
Churches, he said, have not yet stated their position and made their choice 
in that struggle. There are many groups in the US at this time, said 

Mr Howard, who hold out simplistic solutions but there is not a grouping 
of people who have a vision of a just, participatory and sustainable 
society. 


"We need to reclaim the moral fabric of our society", said Howard, "we have 
lost the credible voice to offer an attractive, biblically-rooted alternative 
and have not filled a vacuum". The NCCC President ended with a call for a 
religious revival "rooted in the richness of third world churches". 


In a major address, the Rev. Dr. Joe Roberts, senior pastor of Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, Atlanta (the church of Martin Luther King) tried to describe 
the situation in Atlanta today, hit as it is with the unsolved murders of 
many black children. 


"The kind of coalition emerging today in the United States", he said, 

"is against the sacredness of human beings, especially black people". 
"The assault in Atlanta is on the most vulnerable part of our community - 
poor black children" he said. 


(more) 
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The present emotional response is broken when the question is raised of 
the root causes of the problem —- poverty. Dr Roberts spoke at length on 
the violence in American society - "the pornography of violence" he called 
it. He recalled that "there is nothing more dangerous than men and women 
who have nothing to lose". 


Another speaker, Dr Richard N. Dickinson, Professor of Social Ethics at 
Christian Theological Seminary, Indianapolis, described a number of trends 
in US society and outlined what he saw as the tasks for the church. 


Among those trends he highlighted militarism, the siege mentality in the 
US at this time and the fact that current values - especially about 
reliance on technology - are being called into question. 


Of the tasks, Dr Dickinson, called for more engagement, enabling people 
to become involved in society; for recognition of different styles of 
action to include both supporting projects and political involvement; for 
adoption of a wider educational role for churches and pastors, and for a 
religious revival which comes out of the engagement of people in the 
struggle and not from an individualistic, moralistic and pietistic basis. 


Dr Robert J. Marshall, professor of Old Testament at the Lutheran 
Theological Southern Seminary, Columbia, S.C., presented a biblical 
reflection on justice and service issues in the light of the 1983 WCC 
Assembly theme, 'Jesus Christ, the Life of the World". Basing his 
Comments on St. John's gospel, .Dr Marshall acknowledged that the gospel 
was generally identified as the most "spiritual" of the four but, he said, 
this was accurate only insofar as one understood its fundamental 
incarnational character. "The Word was made Flesh" contained in the 
prologue, is the theological presupposition of that which follows and 
lays the basis for affirmation of life in the world and acceptance of 
the need to be responsive to human needs and concerns. 


Summing-up the work of the sub-groups, Dr Sylvia Talbot, Moderator of 

the WCC's Christian Medical Commission, said the groups felt that if the 
future was ''grim and uncertain" then "there was no vision". "When did the 
gospel lose its power of hope?" she asked. "Where do we get our answers 
and what does the perception of Christ as the giver of life mean in this 
Situation?" Dr Talbot commented. 


She outlined a number of subjects which should be on the agenda for the 
Vancouver Assembly. These she detailed as peacemaking, wholeness, 
fulfilment and justice, including the need to overcome violence and 
genocide; racism and militarism; economic justice; congregational renewal, 
and health and education. 


EPS 
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"I WILL NOT BE MUZZLED" TUTU 
TELLS PRESS 


London (EPS) - Undeterred by the South African Prime Minister's threat that 
his passport would be withdrawn again on his return to South Africa, Bishop 
Desmond Tutu, General Secretary of the South African Council of Churches 
(SACC), gave a press conference in London, on Monday, 30 March, before 

going to the foreign office to meet British Minister Sir Ian Gilmour and 
repeated his call for peaceful change in South Africa before it was too late. 


The Bishop recalled that he had only got his passport back in January 
after having had it withdrawn in March 1980. His passport was described 
as valid for five years. "It must be the shortest five years in history", 
he commented. 


The reason for its withdrawal was no doubt because he had referred to a 
looming crisis in South Africa and had appealed to the international 
community to come to the negotiating table while a peaceful solution was 
still viable, he said. 


But he was not able to say that he supported economic sanctions against 
South Africa. If he did that he would, on his return to South Africa, 

lay himself open to being found guilty of economic sabotage, a crime which 
carried the penalty of five years' imprisonment. 


He felt it was strange that someone committed to peaceful and non-violent 
change would be penalized. If the avenues of peaceful change were closed 
the world would see that no effective non-violent means was open to the 
blacks of South Africa. 


He disagreed with those fellow-blacks who thought the time had come for the 
last resort of armed struggle. "I think there are one or two other things 
we could try", he remarked, but refused to expand on this. 


But the question to the West was: "How come you laud to the skies resistance 
movements during the last war, how come you virtually make Bonhoeffer a 
modern saint when he was involved in a plot to kill Hitler, but when it 
comes to black liberation you wake up suddenly and discover the Western 
church is pacifist?" 


Asked if he thought he might be banned, he said: "Any black South African 
who does not consider this would need his head examined, but I would not 
allow myself to be muzzled". 


EPS 
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BAPTISTS ELECT FIRST WOMAN 
PRESIDENT IN PUERTO RICO 


San Juan, Puerto Rico (EPS) - For the first time in the history of the 
Baptist Church in Puerto Rico a woman has been elected to head the 
denomination. 


At the conclusion of the March assembly , the Rev. Yamina Apolinaris, 
the minister of the First Baptist Church, Bayamén, took over as President 
and will lead the church during the next 12 months. 


The Assembly in another action expressed its indignation and repudiation 

of the actions and attitudes of both the Soviet Union, Cuba and the United 
States and "any other country which is preventing another's rights and 
self-determination", and expressed solidarity with the people of El Salvador 
in their conflict, promising to pray that the fighting may soon end. 


The assembly also agreed to a programme of education to alert the 
Puerto Rican people to the negative effects of the sensationalist press 
and to violence on television. 


EPS 


CATHOLIC DIOCESE AIDS 
SPANISH EVANGELICAL CHURCH 


Malaga, Spain (EPS) - For the first time in the history of Spanish 
ecumenism the Roman Catholic Church has made a financial contribution 
to a project of the Spanish Evangelical Church. 


In reply to a request from the Spanish Evangelical Church for help in the 
building of a church, community and conference centre in Los Rubios, near 
Malaga, the Catholic Bishop of Malaga, Ramén Buxarrais » on behalf of 

the Diocese, has sent Pts 200,000 (Sfr. 4,700.-). In his letter the 
Bishop regrets that the amount could not be larger. He points out that 
the Diocese has many churches, particularly in rural areas, in a poor 
state of repair. The amount is, however, the same as that sent to 
Catholic parishes when they have to repair and restore their buildings. 


The Los Rubios Centre will be important for the work of the Protestant 
Churches in Spain on a local, national and international level. 


The centre will have 20 double bedrooms, a conference hall and catering 
facilities and will serve both as a holiday centre for economically under- 
privileged families and for national and international seminars. 


It is being financed by the church and by international church action 
through the Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 


(CICARWS) and the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund (ECLOF) of the World Council 
of Churches. 


EPS 
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UN SEMINAR COMMENDS CAMPAIGN 
AGAINST LOANS TO SOUTH AFRICA 


Zurich (EPS) - An international seminar has commended trade unions, 
churches and students for their campaigns against banks involved in loans 
to South Africa. 


The Seminar was held here 6-7 April, and was organized by the UN Special 
Committee against Apartheid, in cooperation with the World Council of 
Churches (WCC), and national and international non-governmental anti- 
Apartheid movements. 


The seminar analyzed the role that foreign loans play in supporting the 
apartheid system. A representative of the UN Special Committee against 
Apartheid declared: "... every dollar or pound or franc invested in 
South Africa is a bullet aimed against the black people and children in 
South vArtica | 


As an example of the success of the anti-loan campaigns the seminar said 
that: "In the Netherlands, ABN and Amsterdam-Rotterdam Bank agreed to stop 
loans to South Africa. In Belgium Banque Bruxelles Lambert committed 
itself to refrain from granting further loans to the South African 
Government or its agencies. In Canada, the Toronto Dominion Bank has made 
a similar pledge. 


"In the United States of America, numerous banks have adopted policies 
prohibiting or restricting lending to South Africa because of apartheid. 

Among them are Security Pacific, Chemical Bank, Chase Manhattan, Irving 

Trust, Bankers Trust, American Express International Bank, Mellon Bank, | 
and Pittsburgh National Bank. 


"In the United Kingdom, the Midland Bank undertook to make no further 
loans to the South African government or its agencies." 


Giving examples of where organizations have exerted pressure on banks to 
change their policies, the seminar said that: 


"In the USA and the UK particularly there have been numerous withdrawals 
of accounts and divestment of securities by trade unions, churches, 
universities, public bodies and city and state pension funds. For example 
in the US Harvard University recently divested $ 51 million of Citibank 
securities. In addition, the National Council of Churches, the United 
Methodist Church, and the US Conference of the World Council of Churches 
have withdrawn accounts worth $ 65 million from Citibank. 


"In the UK several sizeable accounts have been withdrawn from Barclays Bank 
including the London Boroughs of Lambeth and Camden, Wrekin Council and 

the National Union of Public Employees. International bodies such as the 
Caribbean Conference of Churches, the World Confederation of Labour and 

the All African Conference of Churches have also closed their Barclays 
accounts." 


In spite of these successes some 32 banks in Belgium, Canada, Federal 
Republic of Germany, Switzerland, United Kingdom, and the USA, were named 
as major lenders to, or substantially involved with South Africa in 
defiance of appeals by the UN, the people of South Africa, and Namibia, 


(more) 
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and numerous non-governmental organizations. 


The Seminar urged African, non-aligned, oil-producing and other states 
committed to the liberation of Southern Africa, as well as Parliaments 
and public organizations in the countries concerned to persuade these 
banks and financial institutions to desist from all further involvement 
in apartheid in South Africa. 


Recognizing that the UN itself was not "clean" the Seminar urged all UN 
bodies and specialized agencies to terminate financial relations with, or 
facilities to, any banks which persist in supporting the apartheid regime. 
The Seminar felt that such actions would set an example to governments, 
organizations and institutions. 


In a special appeal to Switzerland and the Federal Republic of Germany, 
the seminar pointed out that while many other international banks are 
currently refusing to lend to the apartheid regime, banks in these two 
countries "continue to play a major leadership role in co-ordinating a 
wide variety of South African financial transactions. The governments 
concerned have taken no action even to discourage such transactions", said 
the seminar. 


Participants in the Zurich seminar included the International Labour Office 
(ILO), the Conference of Non-Aligned Countries, and a number of government 
observers, national liberation movements and non-governmental organizations. 
The latter group included church-related organizations such as the All 
Africa Conference of Churches, the Lutheran World Federation, the Swiss 
Federation of Protestant Churches and from the USA the United Methodist 
Church, Women's Division and the Interfaith Centre on Corporate 
Responsibility. 


EPS 


LATIN AMERICANS ADDRESS 
US INVOLVEMENT 


Campinas, Brazil (EPS) - Protests against the Reagan administration's 
interference in El Salvador continue flowing into the White House. The 
latest strongly worded letter is from the Latin American Council of 
Churches (CLAI) in formation. Signed by the president and first vice- 
president of the council, the letter urges President Reagan to leave the 
people of El Salvador to determine their own future, and that "the 
deplorable political actions of the United States in Central America and 
the Caribbean in the past, are now without legal warrant or moral 
authority". 


The decision to address Mr Reagan was taken at a recent meeting in Santiago, 
Chile, of CLAI representatives. CLAI represents a broad spectrum of the 
Protestant community in Latin America. 


EPS 
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CONSULTATION WITH 
CHINESE CHURCH LEADERS 


Hong Kong (EPS) - The Christian Conference of Asia sponsored a historic 
consultation in Hong Kong from 23 to 26 March. Its general theme was 
Christian Witness, reports the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) News 
service. 


How does such a consultation become historic? By the composition of its 
participants. After a period of about 32 years, a group of eight Chinese 
Christian leaders representing the Protestant Christian community in the 
People's Republic of China had travelled out of China to discuss issues of 
Christian faith and life with leaders of churches and national councils 
from Australia, Bangladesh, Burma, India, Indonesia, Hong Kong, Japan, 
Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, Sri Lanka 
and Thailand. The World Council of Churches (WCC) was represented by 

Mr Ninan Koshy and the Asia YMCA's by Mr Lee Soo Min. 


The Chinese Christians presented three papers at the consultation - 
on Christianity in China, Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow; Witness-bearing in 
New China; and Christian Witness-bearing in Chinese Political Life. 


Dr Lee Lai To of the Department of Political Science of the National 
University of Singapore gave a general survey of "Big Power Relations in 
Asia". Dr Ng Lee Min from Chung Chi College, at the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong, presented a paper on "The Historical and Theological Perceptions 
of the Chinese Church". 


The Consultation looked into the political realities of the Asia region 
and recognised the influence of the big powers - the United States and 
USSR; the economic power of Japan; and the emerging power of China. It is 
in the context of these big power relationships that delegates tried to 
understand the political dynamics in the region. 


The Chinese Church delegates described the problems and challenges of the 
Church in China in recent times. One of the primary tasks of the church 
since 1949 has been to remove the image which was projected in the past 
that Christianity is a foreign religion, and that the church is a foreign 
institution. The primary concern was to discern the church's role in the 
political situation in China and to identify with the struggles of the 
people. The period of the Cultural Revolution was a time of severe 
opposition to the life of the organised churches and to Christian people. 


During the past two years, however, about one hundred churches have been 
organised in various cities in China, and the Nanking Union Seminary has 
resumed theological education with the admission of forty-eight students 
to its first class in March 1981. The Bible has been reprinted and the 
Christian periodical Tien Feng has resumed publication. 


In order to understand the positions which the present church leadership 
in China adopt, consideration must be taken of the peculiar history of 

the Christian movement in China. There are certain issues like the Three- 
Self Patriotic Movement which cannot be understood apart from an under- 
standing of the historical experience of the Chinese Church. 


(more) 
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The "foreign" image of the church, for example. The Asian Churches know 
this only too well, they have all been accused of following an alien 
religion. However, the problem is compounded in China when the government 
attacked the various forms of Western political, economic and cultural 
dominance and established the People's Republic of China. This placed 
the Christian Church in China in a very difficult situation. Therefore, 
one of the primary considerations for the Christian leaders in China was 
to cut off as far as possible all foreign ties especially with the West. 
At the same time it made conscious attempts to relate to the emerging 
China. The institution to further this was the Three-Self Patriotic 
Movement which affirmed the principles of self-support, self-government 
and self-propagation. 


During the confused days of the Cultural Revolution, even this movement 
could hardly function. It is difficult, in the circumstances, for them 
to receive funds and personnel from foreign sources. It could jeopardise 
theirattempts to project a new image; it might even put the clock back. 
Funds and personnel from outside China could weaken their determination 
to exercise responsible stewardship not only in managing their own church 
life but also in developing their own theological understanding of the 
life and mission of the Church in China. 


Bishop K.H. Ting described this clearly when he said that the Chinese 
church must raise a "protective tariff" at the present time in order to | 
develop the Church in China. j 


This "protective tariff" should be respected and the good intentions of 
other Christians should not impede the indigenous development of Chinese 
Church life. There is also the question of the internal relationships of 
a comparatively small Christian Church within China, with the state's 
official policy of atheism on the one hand and of religious freedom on 
the other. It is important that external relationships should not mark 
the image of the Christian Church as it seeks to relate to the Chinese 
people. There may well be a limited scope for foreign relationships, 
especially relationships with Western churches, and those outside China 
must respect the limitations which are a consequence of the priorities 
they have deliberately set for themselves. The fact that they have been 
in consultation with Asian Christian leaders and plan to participate in 
international consultations later this year proves their desire to relate 
to the Christian community outside China. Their present stance should 
not be viewed as a rejection of the international Christian community. 
People must have the patience and the humility to recognise that the 
Chinese Christians know best what their priorities should be. 


Nor are the motives of those who want to go in or establish relationships 
entirely altruistic or Christian. For example, the sending of Bibles into 
China has apparently become a political issue. Many Christian individuals 
and organizations are concerned over the fact that there is a Uscarcity™ 
of Bibles in the country. They have launched campaigns to raise money to 
"smuggle" Bibles into China. There have been cases where anti-government 
political tracts were smuggled into the country, hidden in Bibles. The 
whole operation is an embarrassment to the Chinese church in so far as it 
challenges the integrity of the Chinese government and the priorities of 
Chinese Christians. 

(more) 
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It was reported that there is considerable theological ferment in the 
Chinese church. Christian intellectuals are on the one hand related to 
the common people and on the other dedicated to the work of the church. 
They try to find common ground and seek a common language with the people 
who are struggling to work for the future of China. There is thus an 
ongoing search for truth and goodness. 


CAMPAIGN CALLED FOR TO IMPLEMENT 
AND REINFORCE ARMS EMBARGO 


London (EPS) - It is imperative that all governments, parliaments, unions 
and other organizations concerned with the liberation of South Africa and 
Namibia, promote a world-wide campaign to press the major Western Powers 
to cooperate in implementing and reinforcing the arms embargo against 
South Africa, declared an International Seminar, organized by the United 


Nations Special Committee Against Apartheid, and held in London 1-3 April 1981. 


The Seminar was attended by representatives of United Nations bodies, 
governments, anti~-Apartheid movements as well as members of Parliament 
and experts. They requested the full implementation of Resolution 418, 
adopted by the Security Council of the United Nations in 1977, which made 
mandatory an arms embargo against South Africa. 


The delegates accused in particular the United States of America, the 
United Kingdom, the Federal Republic of Germany, France and Israel of 
ignoring the UN embargo and continuing military and nuclear collaboration. 
Therefore, South Africa's programme of military expansion and nuclear 
development has further advanced and is in fact producing "an apartheid 
nuclear bomb". 


The Seminar adopted a series of recommendations in order to make effective 
the embargo on arms and the supply of petroleum products. (Oil being a 
vital military commodity, no embargo is therefore complete without a total 
prohibition of petrol, it was declared in London). 


The Seminar's proposals included the following: 


- All states should enact effective legislation on the arms embargo 
and monitor and enforce it scrupulously, and severely punish all 
violators. This legislation should cover direct sales, transfers 
through third parties, and concessionary licences to produce arms 
in South Africa; 


- the term "arms and related material" should cover oil, computers, 
transfer of military technology, and "dual-purpose" equipment for 
military use; 


- the recommendations submitted in September 1980 by the Security 
Council Committee established in pursuance of Resolution 418, should 
be adopted without further delay. 


According to the Seminar any assistance accorded to South Africa in the 
military and nuclear fields "is a crime against the people of South Africa, 
Namibia and frontline States, a threat to international peace, a challenge 
to the authority of the United Nations and an offense against the 
conscience of mankind". 


EPS 
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COMMUNITY OF WOMEN AND MEN 
STUDY - US REGIONAL MEETING 


Stony Point, New York (EPS) - Proposals to increase the partnership of 
women and men in the church - at international, national and local levels - 
were hammered out here 25-26 March, by 72 people from 18 denominations. 
They attended the US section of the World Council of Churches' (WCC) study 
on The Community of Women and Men in the Church. 


Their proposals will be taken to an international consultation in Sheffield, 
England, in July, this year, where the results of the seven regional meetings 
on the study will be evaluated. Recommendations from this consultation will 
be presented to the WCC's Central Committee in Dresden, German Democratic 


Republic, in August. 


the proposals were based on written reports from 75 groups in the US which 
engaged in the study. A major issue at the consultation was inclusivity 
in theological language (using words which are not tied to one sex or the 
other but include both), related both to the people of God and to 
metaphors used to describe God. 


Most participants agreed that traditional phrases such as Christ died 
"for all men" ought to simply say Christ died for "all" - this being more 
inclusive and more in keeping with the intention of the original text. 


There was also agreement that symbols for God and for authority in the 
church are conventionally male symbols. But there was a variety of views 
expressed about whether these symbols ought to be changed, and if so, how? 


Participants also agreed that the church should examine its structures for 
signs of sex discrimination. Protestants and Roman Catholics tend to see 
the church hierarchy as reinforcing male dominance rather than promoting 
the reciprocity and mutuality of women and men. 


The Orthodox Churches, on the other hand, agreed that church hierarchy, 
as such, is not a problem as it fosters order and harmony in the church. 


The Stony Point Consultation committed itself to the ultimate goal of 
equal representation of women and men in the WCC presidium, all committees 
and the executive staff. However, as an immediate goal it was suggested 
that the 1983 Assembly name at least two women presidents; that women 
should constitute no fewer than one-third of all committee members and 

20 per cent of executive staff. In addition, it was said, the Moderator 
of the Central Committee should be a woman. 


It was also suggested that the WCC develop models of shared leadership of 
women and men in local churches, produce "understandable" bible studies, 
and examine the legal, civil and human rights of women. 


In addition, the consultation asked the WCC's Faith and Order Commission 
to integrate the findings of the community study into all its studies, 
particularly that on Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry. 


Two new studies were recommended - one, to look at servanthood, exploring 
the issues of authority, mission and service, and the other, on language 
and images of God. 


(more) 
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The meeting also made specific recommendations to the National Council of 
Churches of Christ (NCCC) in the USA. One of these was a near unanimous 
request that the NCCC implement immediately its decision to produce 

"an inclusive language lectionary" (a series of Bible readings to be used 
in worship). 


Both the WCC and the NCCC were asked to include all its staff in the 
community study, and the NCCC to begin a new study on ordination and 
authority; to ensure that the recommendations from the Stony Point and 
Sheffield meetingsbe integrated into its whole work, and to develop new 
images of shared partnership with Jesus as the model of power. 


In some general recommendations the consultation asked churches to eliminate 
sexism from hymnals and other materials, to repent the exclusion of women 
from decision-making, and to oppose programmes that "militate against 
marginalized people". 


EPS 


A NEW TYPE OF EVANGELIZATION 
CAMPAIGN IN THE CARIBBEAN 


Kingston, Jamaica (EPS) - A month-long evangelization crusade in the 
Caribbean concluded on 9 March, with a mass rally here. Organized by the 
World Methodist Council and directed by Dr Alan Walker "The Mission to the 
80's" throughout the Caribbean has touched more than 50,000 people in the 
Bahamas, Barbados, St. Vincent and Jamaica. 


"Jamaican Methodism will never be the same again" said one religious leader 
from that country. The local press spoke of "a new crusade". Contrary 

to previous evangelization crusades "Mission to the 80's" goes beyond the 
usual personal evangelism. A strong Christian witness was given on such 
issues as youth unemployment, poverty, racism, capital punishment, 

violence and war. 


"Caribbean society stands at the cross roads. It feels the pull of Cuban 
Communism and American capitalism. The Mission",says a press release 
from the organizers, "sought to offer a third way: a Christian society 
based on a personal freedom unknown under communism and a social equality 
and justice beyond capitalism". 


EPS 
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WSCF GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO 
BE HELD IN USA 


Geneva (EPS) - Some 250 participants are expected to take part in the 28th 
General Assembly of the World Student Christian Federation (WSCF). Scheduled 
11-22 August, at the University of San Francisco, California, the meeting 
will bring together delegates from 100 national Student Christian Movements, 
leaders and friends representing all Christian traditions. 


The theme of the Assembly will be "Come let us rise up and build together". 
This theme, says the WSCF, is a continuation of the. Federation's focus on 
"Christian Witness and the Struggle for Liberation" during the last four 
years. 


In announcing the Assembly the WSCF states that: "After the disarray which 
followed the late 60's and early 70's, the student movement is entering a 
period of serious reflection and search for new forms of existence. The 
WSCF draws sustenance from the renewal of the student involvement in the. 
building of the World Community. It attempts to be a relevant Christian 
minority contributing to this process, on behalf of, and from within the 
churches." 


The WSCF General Assembly was last hosted in North America in 1949, when 
it was held in Whitby, Canada. 


EPS 


METROPOLITAN FILARET - NEW HEAD OF 
EXTERNAL CHURCH RELATIONS 


Moscow (EPS) - Metropolitan Filaret of Minsk, was, on 14 April, appointed 
Chairman of the Department of External Church Relations, by the Synod of 

the Russian Orthodox Church. He succeeds Metropolitan Juvenaly, who has 

resigned for health reasons. 


From 1973 to 1978 Metropolitan Filaret was Archbishop of Berlin and Central 
Europe. After the death of Metropolitan Nikodim in 1978, he left Berlin 
and became Metropolitan of Minsk. He is also the Exarch to Western Europe. 


In a letter addressed to His Holiness Patriarch Pimen of Moscow and all 
Russia, Metropolitan Juvenaly asked to be relieved of the post of Chairman 
of the Department of External Church Relations, a position he has held 
since 1972. He explained that he was no longer physically able to carry 
the heavy work load. He also gave four names of possible candidates. 

The name of Metropolitan Filaret headed the list. 


EPS 
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WCC EXPRESSES SUPPORT FOR 
LYON HUNGER STRIKERS 


Geneva (EPS) - The Migration Secretariat and the Programme to Combat Racism 


of the World Council of Churches (WCC) have expressed their solidarity with 
the three people who, since 2 April, have been on "an unlimited hunger 
strike" in Lyon (France), to protest against the expulsion from France of 
young people over 18 years of age from immigrant families. 


In a telegram dated 23 April, the two WCC departments "working together in 
the support of the struggle of migrant workers for their human rights" 
aligned themselves with the Rev. Jean Costil (Reformed Church of France), 
Father Christian Delorme (Roman Catholic) and Hamid B., a 32-year-old 
Algerian born in France. 


The hunger strikers are carrying out an "action against the expulsion and 
for the recognition of the rights of the sons and daughters of immigrants 
to France". By this action, they are demanding that the French authorities 
take seriously the lot of the second generation of immigrants, set-up a 
government commission to study their problems and impose a moratorium on 
the present expulsions. 


Among the various organizations, religious and others who, both in France 
and abroad, have expressed their support for the hunger strikers, are the 
French Protestant Federation and CIMADE (the ecumenical aid agency). In 
a communiqué issued on 7 April, these two organizations denounced "the 
return procedures and theexpulsion of young immigrants" and asked the 
Ministry of the Interior "to stop expulsions from the French territory 

of young immigrants born and brought up in France". The hunger-strikers 
estimate that each year some 5,000 young people of immigrant families, 
(1,500 from North Africa) are expelled for lack of resources, or no proof 
of employment or, in a certain number of cases, for juvenile delinquency. 


It is estimated that in 1978 in France there were around one million young 
people of less than 20 years of age born of immigrant parents. Many of 
these young people are today unemployed or have never had a job and are 
subject to administrative and police harrassment, say those associated 
with the hunger strikers. 


A number of those expelled return clandestinely to France. This is what 
makes the hunger strikers say that expulsion is "an inefficient and 
criminal-making measure because those who return are in an irregular 
situation and totally marginalized". 


A negotiation committee has opened discussions with the Ministry of the 
Interior. Father Delorme has, in addition, appealed to the United Nations 
sub-committee on Human Rights. At the end of April the hunger-strikers 
were in a very feeble condition and hospitalization of one of them was 
being considered. 


EPS 
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BAPTIST LEADERS DISCUSS PEACE ISSUES 
AT INTERNATIONAL SEMINAR IN MOSCOW 


Moscow, USSR (EPS) - More than 45 Baptist leaders from ten countries met in 
the USSR, at the beginning of April, to discuss religious issues of mutual 
concern. "Confidence Building - Choosing Life' was the theme of this 
international seminar, that was attended by Baptists from mainly socialist 
counties. The All-Union Council of Evangelical Christian-Baptist (AUCECB) 
had extended the invitation and graciously hosted the conference. 


The meetings opened with an address by the Rev. A. Klimenko, president of 
the AUCEB, in which he emphasized the important taks Christians have in 
establishing peace in this world. 


He also expressed his gratitude that the Soviet government and the Ministry 
of Cults had granted the opportunity for this international meeting of 
theologians and denominational leaders. 


The countries represented were: Bulgaria, Denmark, German Democratic 
Republic, Hungary, Poland, Romania, Switzerland, Czechoslovakia, USA and 
USSR. 


EPS 


URC APPROVES COVENANTING 
PROPOSALS IN UK 


London (EPS) - Proposals that five English Churches should covenant together 
as the first step towards organic unity have now overcome a second major 
hurdle when they won the approval of a substantial majority at the general 
assembly of the United Reformed Church (URC), meeting in Bournemouth on 

28 April. 


The proposals would mean the URC accepting Episcopacy into its system as 
part of the means whereby all five covenanting churches - the others being 
the Church of England, the Methodists, the Moravians, and the Churches of 
Christ —- would agree to recognize each other's ministry and sacraments. 
Since it represents the union of the Congregationalists and the (English) 
Presbyterians, the URC has inherited a healthy tradition of distrust for 
Bishops. 


But that has not stopped it from endorsing the proposals, which will return 
to next year's Assembly for a more thorough vetting. The Church of England's 
General Synod gave the proposals provisional approval in February, though 

by majorities that may not be enough to ensure final approval in July 1982. 


The URC Assembly also gave final approval to plans for union with the 
Churches of Christ, which is to come into effect in September this year - 
reducing the number of churches actually covenanting to four from the 
original five. 


EPS 
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NEW PRESIDENT FOR ANTI-APARTHEID 
MOVEMENT 


London (EPS) - Trevor Huddleston, Archbishop of the Church of the Province 
of the Indian Ocean, has been elected as the new President of the Anti- 
Apartheid Movement here. 


He succeeds Bishop Ambrose Reeves, who died in December 1980. 


It was in 1943, at 30 years of age, that Trevor Huddleston was appointed 
Priest-in-Charge of the Sophiatown and Orlando Anglican missions in the 
Diocese of Johannesburg, known today as Soweto. While there he emerged 

as an outspoken and prophetic opponent of apartheid. His book "Naught for 
your Comfort", marked a turning point in the understanding of millions of 
people in the English-speaking world about the evils of white domination 
inecouth Africa. 


In 1978, while Bishop of Stepney, UK, Trevor Huddleston was elected 
Bishop of Mauritius and, later the same year Archbishop in the Province of 
the Indian Ocean. 


The Archbishop has been active in the Anti-Apartheid Movement since 1959, 
when he, together with Julius Nyerere, addressed the AAM's founding meeting. 


EPS 


NAMIBIAN BISHOP 
RESIGNS 


London (EPS) - The Right Rev. Colin Winter, Bishop of Namibia-in-exile, 

has resigned his see because of ill health, the UK Church Times reports. 
Bishop Winter, 52, suffered a serious heart attack earlier this year. 

In a letter to his clergy in Namibia, the Bishop says that he is resigning 
immediately "because of my deep personal love for you". Bishop Winter had 
asked the Suffragan Bishop James Kauluma, and the Namibian clergy for their 
advice about his future. They had reluctantly said, that it would probably 
be best for his sake as much as for that of the church if he were to step 
down. 


Bishop Winter was appointed to the then diocese of Damaraland in 1968. 

In March 1972 he was expelled from Namibia by the South African authorities. 
He has continued, from his London base, to be an indefatigable campaigner 
for Namibian independence. 


EPS 
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MORE WOMEN IN PARISH THAN 
TOWN COUNCILS 


Hanover (EPS) - Statistics just published by the Evangelical Church of 
Germany (EKD) Hanover, show that women are more widely represented in church 
parish councils than in the town councils of the Federal Republic. Figures 
for the parish council elections for 1976 to 1980 show that out of 94,659 
elected councillors 26,935 were women (28.5 per cent). However, in the 
municipal councils, women represent only 19.4 per cent. 


Even though women's presence in church councils has increased six-fold 
since 1955 (4.6 per cent to 28.5 per cent) this still does not reflect 
the 54 per cent of registered parish members who are women, said the EKD 
in Hanover. 


EPS 


BERLIN-BRANDENBURG CHOOSES 
NEW BISHOP 


Berlin, GDR (EPS) - On 26 April, the Synod of the Church of Berlin- 
Brandenburg, German Democratic Republic (GDR) elected, on the second 
ballot, the General Superintendent of the Cottbus district, Gottfried Forck, 
as their new Bishop. He will succeed Bishop Albrecht Schiénherr, who will 
reach the retirement age of 70, in September. Gottfried Forck will not, 
however, be a candidate to succeed Bishop Schénherr as President of the 
Federation of Protestant Churches in the GDR. 


Mr Forck was born in Thuringia in 1923. He was taken prisoner during the 
Second World War, and on his return in 1947 he studied theology in Bethel, 
Heidelberg and West Berlin. From 1954 to 1959 he was the Protestant 
Student Chaplain in Berlin (GDR); then for four years he was parish 
minister and in 1963 he succeeded Albrecht Schénherr, as head of the 
pastoral seminary of the Church of Berlin-Brandenburg. Since January 1973, 
Gottfried Forck has been the General Superintendent of the district of 
Cottbus. 


Mr Forck's obtaining a two-third's majority at only the second ballot over 
Christoph Demke, the theological secretary and deputy director of the 
secretariat of the Federation of Churches, was a surprise which, according 
to observers, meant that the delegates wanted a Bishop with a lot of 
pastoral experience and direct contact with the problems and concerns 
experienced daily in the parishes. 


EPS 
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NEW BISHOP ELECTED IN 
UGANDA 


Namirembe, Uganda (EPS) - The Rev. Canon Eustace K. Kamanyire, has been 
elected Bishop of the Anglican Ruwenzori Diocese here. 


Canon Kamanyire, 46, served, between 1972 and 1978 as Lecturer, Vice- 
Principal and Principal of Bishop Tucker Theological .College, Mukono. 
During his period as Principal he narrowly escaped death with head cuts 
inflicted when his new college van was stolen in 1977. He returned to 
Uganda after the liberation in 1979, having served for one-and-a-half years 
as Lecturer at St. Philip's Bible School, Maseno, Kenya. 


EPS 


INTER-CHURCH AID PROJECTS 
APPROVED FOR EUROPE 


Geneva (EPS) - The major part of the US$ 4.2 million necessary to finance 
some 65 inter-church aid projects in Europe in 1982 will go to national 
programmes directed by the minority churches in southern Europe as well 
as to theological formation in various eastern and southern European 
churches. 


These projects, together with those chosen from other continents will form 
the 1982 list of projects which presents the financial needs to inter-church 
aid agencies, churches and local parishes the world over. The 65 projects 
were retained out of the 80 submitted to the Europe regional working group 
of the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the Conference of European 
Churches (CEC) during a meeting in Zurich, 6-10 April. Representatives 

of 16 European countries both East and West took part in the meeting. 


All projects concerning "The Third World in Europe" submitted to the group 
were accepted. Among these were projects dealing with unemployment and 
retraining courses, especially for young people, and projects concerned 
with minorities in different European societies. 


EPS 
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REFUGEES IN THE SUD. 


There are some 500,000 refugees in the § 
of these about 390,000 come from the Eri 
region of Ethiopia where a war is going 6 


The Sudan has taken a positive line in 
granting asylum to refugees and in 1980 
the first African country to call a pledg 
conference to seek support for its refuge 
aid programmes. 


The World Council of Churches through the 
Sudan Council of Churches funds a number | 
relief and development programmes among 
refugees. 


(2615: to 2618, 2620 to 2622) Eritrean Rem 
Association rehabilitation hospital in Po 
Sudan. 

(2619, 2623) Refugees from Ethiopia in th 
Sudan. 


Front Page and 2624. Guerrilla fighters’ 
Photos: LIEVIC/Dutch Interchurch Aid. 
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WCC ANNOUNCES PROGRAMME FOR 
VISIT OF POPE JOHN PAUL II 


Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches (WCC) has today (7 May) made 
public the programme for the three-hour visit of Pope John Paul II 
on 5 June 1981. 


Apart from his time with the International Labour Organization (ILO) the 
Pope's visit to the WCC will be the longest he will make to an international 
organization during his one-and-a-half day stay in Geneva. 


The WCC's Executive Committee in February, this year, expressed the wish 
that the visit should be "a significant ecumenical event". The 
programme now shows that substantial time will be devoted to discussions 
and a worship service thereby indicating much more than a formal visit 
only. 


Pope John Paul II, will be received at 9 am at the Ecumenical Centre by 
the officers of the WCC. 


At the official welcome the Rev. Dr. Philip Potter, General Secretary of 
the WCC, and Pope John Paul II, will make major statements, qualified in 
both Rome and Geneva as "particularly important" for ecumenical collaboration. 


From 10-11 am a private meeting between representatives of the WCC and the 
other international ecclesiastical organizations located at the Ecumenical 
Centre, will provide the opportunity to discuss the present ecumenical 
Situation, its difficulties and promises with His Holiness. The theme of 
"Common Witness" is expected to provide the focus for the visit. Common 
witness includes all that the Churches can do together ranging from mission 
and evangelism to social action programmes, despite the differences which 
still exist in faith and church order. 


This meeting will be followed by an act of worship (from 11-11.45 am) in 

the Chapel of the Ecumenical Centre. It is expected that during the service 
Cardinal Jan Willebrands, President of the Vatican's Secretariat for 
Christian Unity, will read a joint affirmation from the WCC and the Vatican 
on the theme of common witness. 


The Pope will be in Switzerland from 1-5 June, on an official visit. 


EPS 
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CHURCH MUST NOW FACE TNCs 
ON HOME GROUND SAYS CONSULTATION 


Brussels (EPS) - Churches campaigning on the operations of transnational 
corporations (TNCs) in developing countries are now being forced to 
confront the alarming impact of big monopolies on their home ground as 
well. This was the conclusion of a Western European consultation on TNCs 
which took place in Brussels, Belgium, 26-30 April. 


The gathering was jointly sponsored by the World Council of Churches' (WCC) 
programme on transnational corporations, the Netherlands Council of 
Churches and the European Ecumenical Commission for Church and Society, 

in Belgium. It brought together 60 church development workers, industrial 
chaplains and trade union representatives - plus business executives who 
had been involved in discussions with the churches on their companies’ 
activities. 


"With the deepening of the economic crisis there has been a broader 
questioning of the nature of the present Western European economic system 
and of the TNCs as major actors within that system", the meeting declared. 


Some TNCs had created job opportunities, diversified industrial production 
and accelerated the development of technology. However, their positive 
contributions, it was felt,were being outweighed by negative effects 
especially during this recent period of recession. 


Major industries were being increasingly swallowed up by a handful of 

huge companies, participants heard. The present economic situation was 
leading to more mergers, more shifting of production and factory closures - 
with disastrous consequences for whole communities and for national 
economics. 


Special presentations on the car industry and agribusiness illustrated 
these trends. And examples from Brazil and the Philippines highlighted 
the vulnerability of TNC workers the world over and the need for greater 
cooperation between them. 


Efforts by the West European churches to influence TNC's had been patchy 
and narrowly-based, it was felt, except on specific campaigns such as 
those against bank loans to South Africa. Dialogue with TNC executives, 
although it could influence them as individuals, could not be expected to 
"convert" corporations. "It is a limited form of involvement, usually 
most valid as part of a broader set of actions", the meeting heard. 


In line with a vision of a just, participatory and sustainable society, 
solidarity work with trade unions, the labour movement and the unemployed 
should receive greater priority, whether from within Western Europe or 
the third world, said the meeting. Grants from the churches to such 
groups could also be valuable, not only as a way of building "sources of 
countervailing power" to TNCs, but to raise the consciousness of 
congregations. 


The churches should analyse their own share of responsibility as part of 
the economic system, reflecting on their own conduct as employers, 
consumers and investors, the meeting added. All attempts to make TNCs 


more accountable should be supported as well. Participants heard of the 
(more) 
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struggle for a World Health Organization (WHO) code of conduct to regulate 
the promotion of baby milk. And they urged churches to back legislation 
currently before the European Parliament which would oblige TNCs to 
disclose more information. 


The consultation was the second in the current series of meetings being 
held around the world by the WCC programme on TNCs. Participants 
recommended that the programme be continued and strengthened so that it 
could devote attention to specific sectors of TNC activity such as food, 
armaments and energy and go on helping the churches to pool information 
and experiences of their TNC work. 


EPS 


RUSSIAN CHURCH'S PUBLICATIONS 
TAKE HISTORICAL STEP 


Moscow (EPS) - For the first time in the history of the Russian Orthodox 
Church the Prayer Book and Psalter have been published in a combined form. 


The combined book, of which 150,000 copies have been printed, is intended 
mainly for lay people. It contains prayers for use every day in the home. 
Since the second world war, the Psalter has been published once before 
and the Prayer Book twice. 


Another new publication from the church is the Horologion, or Book of 
Hours. This book, of which 20,000 copies have been printed, contains 
daily services which are read and sung in churches. 


The second part of the liturgical book "the Psalter with Services" was 
published at the end of April. This book is for use by choirs and readers 
and contains, in addition to the Psalms, the services of the Horoligion 
other services, prayers and hymns in honour of the Saints who are also 
listed. Twenty-thousand copies have been printed. 


Also published at the end of April was the first part of the third book 

in a new series of twelve liturgical works started by the Moscow Patriarchate 
in 1979. This new series is part of the search for new material pertaining 

to the lives of the saints and liturgical materials which can be of theological 
and historical scientific value. Each book, called "Menaion" includes 

colour and monochrome prints of icons, frescoes and engravings. 


This new series of "Menaia" is dedicated to the millenium of the baptism 
of Russ, which will be celebrated in 1988. 


EPS 
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GLOBAL SOLIDARITY IN THEOLOGICAL 
EDUCATION: CONSULTATION PLANNED 


Geneva (EPS) - A challenge to people involved in theological education to 
pursue justice and peace concerns on both a local and a global level will 
be the theme of a consultation to be held 12-15 July, in Toronto, Canada. 


Called by the Programme on Theological Education (PTE) of the World Council 
of Churches (WCC), the consultation will bring together some 90 people with 
the aim of defining goals and strategies for global solidarity in 
theological education. It is expected that this will give theological 
institutions and their constituencies a new global perspective to their 
teaching and their commitments. 


The PTE was created in 1977 with a mandate to promote the ecumenical 
concerns of theological education around the world. Eight preparatory 
regional meetings have or will take place before the Canadian meeting in 
preparation for the North American event. 


The meeting is to be held in consultation with the Association of Theological 
Schools in the US and Canada, the Seminary Group of Professional Church 
Leadership, the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, the 
Coordinating Committee on Theological Education in Canada and the Fund 

for Theological Education. 


EPS 


NEW HEAD FOR SWAZILAND 
CHURCHES 


Manzini, Swaziland (EPS) - Mrs Eunice Nokuthulu Sowazi, 49, has been 
elected the General Secretary of the Council of Swaziland Churches. 


Mrs Sowazi will be the first woman to head the Council when she takes up 
her new position in October this year. 


Since 1972 Mrs Sowazi has been the Staff Nurse in charge of the King 
Sobhuza II Clinic, Manzini. She is a public health nurse, and holds a 
certificate in business studies from the University of Botswana, Lesotho 
and Swaziland. In February 1981, she completed a one-year programme in 
nursing administration, under the Institute of Development Management 
(Botswana, Lesotho and Swaziland). 


Mrs Sowazi is married with three boys and a girl. Her husband is director 
of Shell Oil, Swaziland. The family belongs to the Roman Catholic Church, 
one of the member churches of the Council. 


EPS 
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LEBANON IN 
CONFLICT 


The Middle East Council of Churches' Information Department supplied 
the following analysis: 


Beirut (EPS) - The latest outbreak of fighting in Lebanon, including the 
lamentable shelling of Zahlé with its 200,000 inhabitants, and East Beirut, 
is but a new episode in the ongoing disturbances and upheavals in the 
region, the foremost of which is the Arab-Israeli conflict. 


Zahlé and East Beirut both have a predominantly Christian population. 
This fact could lead to the conclusion that the Christians are an isolated 
target for attack. 


The real nature of the conflict, however, is purely political between the 
Phalangist party, operating from the predominantly Christian areas, and 
the Syrian military forces, present in Lebanon as a deterrent force. 

In addition, the Palestine Liberation Army which takes its order from the 
Syrian high command is sometimes active. 


What must be underlined, then, in the present upheavals is that despite 
the fact that the Christian community is the victim of the situation, and 
despite the religious overtones of the Lebanese conflict in general, the 
latest incidents do not have religious implications between Christians and 
Muslims either in Lebanon or in the region generally. 


The Phalangists state that they are waging their struggle on behalf of all 
Lebanese. This includes the Muslims who, the Phalangists believe, are not 
yet free to join them in this struggle because of the presence of the 
Syrians and the Palestinians. 


The Phalangists also claim that Arab countries have supported them both 
politically and with military equipment during these latest incidents. 


The core of the Lebanese problem, therefore, amounts to the recovery of 
Lebanese unity, independence and sovereignty over all its territory and, 
at the same time, the accommodation of this Lebanese national interest 
with the Syrian and Palestinian interests and presence in the country - 
a necessity they believe for their national security vis-a-vis Israel. 


In the midst of all this disruption the countries in the region are 
continuing their development programmes. The international community 
benefits from the rich crude oil production by shipping its products to 
a booming Middle Eastern market. 


At the same time, the competing regional and international powers confine 
their conflicts within Lebanon as a way of forcing each other to conform 
to an overall settlement of the Middle East problem. This is done without 
any concern for the human suffering and destruction imposed on Lebanon. 


It is now internationally acknowledged that, against the will of its 
citizens, Lebanon is being forced into becoming a battlefield for settling 
regional and possibly even international accounts. Its heterogeneous 
character, its guiding principle of tolerance, its traditionally weak 
central authority as well as its distance from the oil fields vital to 
world economy, all go to make it particularly vulnerable to actions of 
this kind. 


(more) 
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These factors, then, are conducive to all parties to carry on their battles 
and there is little or no fear that these conflicts will spill over to set 
the rest of the region aflame. 


Having recognized these factors in the present conflict the appeal must be 
to spare this country from further suffering and destruction. Lebanon 
should not be sacrificed in the process of finding a solution to the just 
Palestinian cause or in settling the Arab-Israeli conflict. 


Lebanon must necessarily, both for the region and for the international 
community, be a place where the various religious communities, particularly 
Christians and Muslims, and the various political, groupings can live in 
peace. Its unity, sovereignty and territorial integrity must be recovered 
and guaranteed for the future. 


All initiatives and mediations must be reactivated to end the bloodshed. 
Such initiatives must stop all acts of hostility. They must create a 
favourable atmosphere for negotiations and aim for national unity and new 
agreements with the Syrian government and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization. 


The Lebanese president and government should be given all support necessary 
to enable them, in strength and in freedom, to bring the divided Lebanese 
into a state of understanding and national unity. 


Consequently, the Lebanese army should be continuously strengthened and 
empowered to re-instate order and security in the whole Lebanese territory. 
In addition, pressure should be exerted on Israel to cease all attacks 
against both Lebanese and Palestinians in South Lebanon. 


In the final analysis the security of Israel and Lebanon depends on the 
recognition of Palestinian self-identity and on the establishment of a just 
peace with the Palestinians and the Arabs. 


We call upon the world's Christians to support the Christian Lebanese as 
they struggle to live side-by-side with Muslims in a united Lebanon devoted 
to the defence of justice, development and peace in the Middle East. 


CHURCH ACTION 


The Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) has, deliberately, not issued 
any statements. It has agreed with member churches in Lebanon to leave 
this task to meetings between the Maronite, Catholic, Orthodox and 
Protestant Churches. 


However, the MECC is facilitating contacts between churches and religious 
communities towards understanding and peace. 


A number of actions have been taken by various church leaders in the region 
including a summit meeting of MECC church leaders held in the Maronite 


Patriarchate. This meeting issued a statement appealing for international 
mediation in the crisis. 


In addition, the three Patriarchs of Antioch, Ignatios IV (Greek Orthodox), 
Ignatios Zakka I (Syrian Orthodox), and Maximos V (Greek Catholic) sent a 
letter to President Sarkis of Lebanon. 


(more) 
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Church leaders have also met political leaders in attempts to heal the 
divisions. For example, Patriarch Ignatios IV, President of the MECC, met 
with President Assad of Syria to appeal for a ceasefire and to offer 
mediation. Patriarch Khoreich, of the Maronite Church has addressed appeals 


to the United Nations, King Khaled of Saudi Arabia and to Pope John Paul II, 
for mediation in the conflict. 


EPS 


CHURCH AND TOURISM - INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE PLANNED 


Geneva (EPS) — An international conference on church and tourism is to be 
held 2-6 November, in Stockholm, Sweden. Among other things, the 
conference will focus on the social, economic and ethical consequences of 
Western tourism on third world countries. 


Some 45 people are expected to take part including 15 from the third world. 
The consultation, jointly sponsored by the World Council of Churches 
sub-unit on Renewal and Congregational Life and a Swedish Planning 
Committee, will provide opportunities for representatives of churches and 
people in third world countries to express their concern about Western 
tourism as it is experienced in the host countries. 


This consultation follows a workshop on tourism held in Manila, Philippines 
in September 1980, which declared that tourism has become one of the most 
important socio-economic activities of our time. It recognized tourism 

as ''a huge new phenomenon and one which is affecting every person on this 
planet". 


In addition to tourism's effects on the third world the Stockholm 
consultation will look at the various efforts made by churches in order 
to reach people on vacation; on preparations for tourists before they go 
abroad and on programmes for the reception of tourists including 
information about cultural and spiritual life within a given setting. 
The positive and negative aspects of tourism will also be studied with a 
view to looking for alternative forms of tourism. 


The conference programme will include lectures on the theological back- 
ground of church and leisure and a guided tour of Uppsala Cathedral 
together with a presentation of the possibilities and problems of the 
local congregation to meet the streams of tourists. 


EPS 
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TUTU READY TO WORK WITH GOVERNMENT 
FOR PEACEFUL CHANGE 


Johannesburg (EPS) - In his report to a "new style" annual conference of 
the South African Council of Churches (SACC), Bishop Desmond Tutu said he 
was ready to work with Prime Minister P.W. Botha, to bring about change 
by peaceful means. 


The Bishop, the SACC's General Secretary, said that "If the Prime Minister 
intends to bring about a new South Africa, more just, more equitable for 
all South Africans, then we want to pledge all our resources to working 
with him for the achievement of that goal". 


The five day conference opened on 4 May. Originally planned to be held in 
Hammanskraal, it was transferred to Johannesburg in order that a large part 
of the proceedings could be open to the public. 


According to Bishop Tutu, speaking about the SACC's annual meeting at a 
Press Conference on 1 May, this new style will give people the possibility 
to see what the SACC does and, to see if the clichés circulated about the 
organization correspond with reality. He added that people will be able 

to see how important to the Council is the spiritual aspect of the work and 
"what we mean when we talk about God and Jesus Christ". 


The SACC is exposing itself voluntarily to the critical gaze of both 
friends and enemies and will demonstrate that as a Christian organization 
we are of good faith, said Bishop Tutu. 


With the theme "The Church of Jesus-Christ, the Servant of the Poor" the 
conference will discuss, among other things, the situation of those people 
who have been relocated by force into the new living zones, as a consequence 
of the apartheid policies and the creation of the bantustans. According to 
Bishop Tutu, the conference should also shed new light on the difficult 
Situation of the poor, the powerless and the voiceless. In addition, the 
Bishop believes that the conference should pass less resolutions but 

approve more concrete action programmes. 


The SACC groups together more than 15 million Christians in South Arica’ 
both black and white. Because of its anti-apartheid position it has often 
fallen foul of the government, and of conservative whites in the country 
and within the organization. One of the most recent measures taken against 
the organization was the withdrawal for the second time, of the passport 

of Bishop Tutu. 


EPS 
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Pee lie Oi 1 1981 


Message from the Presidents of the 


World Council of Churches 


"WE BELIEVE IN THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE LORD AND LIFE-GIVER" 
(Nicene Creed) 


Christians throughout the ages have affirmed their trust in the presence 
and power of God the Spirit at work in the Church and the world. This is 
never more evident than when we celebrate the coming of the HOY Spiric ac 
Pentecost. 


The Christian belief in the Holy Spirit is an integral part of the confession 
of faith that originated at the Second Ecumenical Council in Constantinople 
in A.D. 381, and became known as the Creed of Nicea-Constantinople. 


This year we celebrate the 1600th anniversary of this great event in the 

life of the universal Church. Christians all over the world will respond 
joyfully to the call of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople to 

give thanks for the ongoing power of the Holy Spirit. 


We express our conviction that both the content of this ancient Creed and 
the fellowship of this ecumenical Council have a continuing significance 
for our own worship and witness. 


Our worship today, through our confession of the Triune God, keeps us in 
the footsteps of the Church of the New Testament. We worship and glorify 
the Holy Spirit along with the Father and the Son. It is the Person of the 
Holy Spirit who renews life by enlightening our minds and inspiring our 
hearts. The Holy Spirit is thereby essential to the divine plan of 
salvation. The Lord Jesus promised Christians that they would be guided 
into all truth "when the Spirit of truth comes" (John 16:13). Faithful 
witnesses were also assured, "you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit 
has come upon you" (Acts 1:8). 


The Nicene Creed, as the most widely used of all the creeds, is a foundation 
for Christian unity and a standard for the ecumenical movement. The Creed's 
doctrine of the Trinity is the major Christian affirmation of faith. In 

the course of Christian history, however, there has arisen controversy 

about the right wording of one phrase in the Creed and this has led to 
disunity between Christians in the Eastern and Western traditions of the 
Church. 


We thankfully acknowledge that through the life-giving work of the Spirit, 
there are now growing theological convergences in our ecumenical efforts 
to reconcile Christian communions. We are hopeful that these convergences 
will enable us to confess the apostolic faith with one voice, thereby 
fulfilling our common calling to manifest the unity of Christ's Church 
more visibly. 


(more) 
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The Second Ecumenical Council is not just an historical event; it also 
serves as a source of inspiration for Christians today. Under the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit, this Council was able to reconcile ambiguities and 
conflicts, and witness to the truth of the Gospel while firmly rejecting 
error. The presence and witness of the Holy Spirit, in fulfilment of 
Christ's prayer, consecrated Christians into a conciliar fellowship: 
"Sanctify them in the truth; Thy word is truth" (John 17:17). 


Building on this firm foundation, we express our own determination to grow 
into a full fellowship that is not just a Utopian dream. Our common 
witness already anticipates the fuller realization of our unity in Christ. 
The more Christians can grow together into such a fellowship, the more hope 


they will give to a dangerously divided world. At the same time, the Spirit 


empowers Christians to witness directly to the truth of the Gospel, in the 
world in struggles against poverty, injustice and oppression. 


On this day of Pentecost, we call on the life-giving Holy Spirit to enable 
us to confess the apostolic faith more convincingly as a witnessing 
fellowship of the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic Church that lives in 
and for the world. 


REKKK 
* 


The Presidents of the World Council of Churches 


Hon. President : Rev. Dr W.A. Visser't Hooft, Geneva, Switzerland 

His Holiness Ilia II, Catholicos and Patriarch of All Georgia, Georgian SSR. 
The Honourable Mrs Justice A.R. Jiagge, Accra, Ghana 

Prof. José Miguez-Bonino, Buenos Aires, Argentina 

Dr T.B. Simatupang, Jakarta-Pusat, Indonesia 

Archbishop Olof Sundby, Uppsala, Sweden 

Dr Cynthia Wedel, Alexandria, Va. USA. 


RKKKK 
* 


APPENDIX: This is the text of the Creed of Nicea-Constantinople (A.D. 381) 
in its original wording: 


"We believe in one God, the Father All Governing, creator of heaven and 
earth, of all things visible and invisible; 


And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten from 
the Father before all time, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten not created, of the same essence as the Father, through Whom all 
things came into being, Who for us men and because of our salvation came 
down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became human. He was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and 
suffered and was buried, and rose on the third day, according to the 


(more) 


12 No.13 - 7 May 1981 


Scriptures, and ascended to heaven, and sits on the right hand of the 
Father, and will come again with glory to judge the living and the dead. 
His Kingdom shall have no end. 


And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and life-giver, Who proceeds from the 
Father, Who is worshipped and glorified together with the Father and Son. 
Who spoke through the prophets; and in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic 
Church. We confess one baptism for the remission of sins. We look forward 
to the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen." 


(John H. Leith (ed.), Creeds of the Churches, Doubleday, New York, 
1963, p.33) 


KKK 
* 


WCC ISSUES HALF MILLION DOLLAR 
APPEAL FOR POLAND 


Geneva (EPS) - An appeal for US$ 500,000 has been launched by the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) to provide food and other material aid to Poland. 


Following visits and consultations with churches in Poland the WCC's 
Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) has 
made a new assessment of the serious food shortage in the country which, 
it says, "indicates the need for supplementary material aid". 


Between December 1980 and January 1981 CICARWS was instrumental in sending 
Six trucks of goods into Poland destined for both church and state 
institutions. 


The Ecumenical Council of Poland has now provided a list of needs in church 
institutions (old people's homes, homes for disabled persons, theological 
seminaries) and in summer camps and courses important for the life of the 
Polish churches. They also indicate that unless help is received their 
summer activities cannot be carried through. 


Although the importation of goods will take place in close understanding 

and cooperation with the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, the previous 
agreement whereby 2/5 of shipments went to state institutions has been 
suspended. This means that CICARWS can provide the churches in Poland with 
whatever commodities are needed and available. 


As it is estimated that the situation in Poland is unlikely to return to 
normal for some time it is proposed to work on a six-month basis for 
delivery of goods, while constantly monitoring the situation. 
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LEBANON AND CENTRAL AMERICA CONCERN 
WCC's INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS COMMISSION 


Friedewald, FRG (EPS) - Concern at the situation in Lebanon and alarm at 
the deterioration of conditions in Central America were two issues high- 
lighted at the recent meeting of the World Council: of Churches' (WCC) 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs (CCIA), held here 
11-15 May. 


At this, the last meeting of the present Commission before the 1983 WCC 
Assembly, much time was taken up on discussions on major concerns for the 
agenda at the Assembly. These revolve around two main issues - militarism 
and the arms race, and human rights concerns. 


But it was the present day situation in many different parts of the world 
which called forth more detailed comment, discussion and statements. 


On Lebanon (see statement page 4) the Commission expressed its concern 
at the violent sequence of events in that country and at the fig pain, 
anguish and ruin" that has resulted. 


The Commission's statement reiterates that it believes that the conflict 
is essentially political "despite the religious overtones, motivations 

and implications" which stem from the "confessional structures of Lebanese 
and Middle Eastern societies" 


On Central America (see statement page 7) the Commission mentions especially 
the "intensifying conflict in El Salvador", the threats to the "new, more 
just society" in Nicaragua, the "thousands of murders" in Guatemala, and 

the use of parts of Honduras and the United States as "training ground for 
mercenaries" 


The statement views the Central American situation as posing "a serious 
threat to peace in the whole region" and yet in the midst of all this sees 
"reason to give thanks for God's strengthening of the church" in the region. 


"The firm faith, courage, and concrete witness which has lead hundreds of 
Christian samaritans to martyrdom humbles and strenthens us in our resolve 
to support them in all ways we have available", says the statement. 


The Commission also looked forward to the next meeting of the WCC's Central 
Committee scheduled for August this year in Dresden, GDR. Guidelines were 
commended for a possible statement on Europe which would recognize the 
"urgency of detente as an issue of survival". 


Guidelines on Namibia and on Indo-China were also discussed and these 
suggestions will be forwarded to the Central Committee meeting. 


The Commission took the opportunity of thanking Mr Leopoldo Niilus, for 
his period of 12 years as director of the Commission and welcomed 
Mr Ninan Koshy, Executive Secretary of the Commission, as the new director. 


EPS 
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(This story was first issued as a Press Release on Tuesday, 19 May) 


URGENT APPEAL FOR PEACE IN LEBANON 
AND MIDDLE EAST FROM WCC 


Geneva (EPS) - The Rev. Dr. Philip A. Potter, General Secretary of the 
World Council of Churches (WCC), today issued the following statement 


Having heard the urgent appeals coming from Lebanese leaders, both 
Christian and Muslim, and deeply concerned about the threat of increasing 
conflicts and siereeine for people in Lebanon and the Middle East region, 
I make this appeal in the name of Jesus Christ, whose Gospel is a message 
of peace. 


As General Secretary of the World Council of Churches, I strongly affirm 
and commend the statement on Lebanon adopted last week by the WCC's 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs. This statement (text 
attached) helps to underline and call to the attention of international 
public opinion three basic facts about the conflict which must not be 
obscured: 


1. Lebanese sovereignty: Lebanon is and should remain a sovereign country. 
There have been significant initiatives in the country towards more under- 
standing between the different communities and parties involved. Lebanon 
should not be considered as a problem, but as a promise, recovering its 
earlier role of becoming a model of how different cultures, religions and 
peoples can live together in justice and peace. Everything should be done 
to strengthen the Lebanese government in its efforts to re-establish and 
defend the full sovereignty of the country. Lebanon must not be sacrificed 
to wider regional and international interests. 


2. Legitimate security interests: All countries in the region have legitimate 
security interests. This is valid in particular for Israel and Syria. 

Security cannot be defined, however, at the cost of the integrity of a 
neighbour country like Pecon. The essential issue for regional security 

is the lack of acknowledgement by Israel of the rights of the Palestinian 
people. No lasting security and peace can be established in the region, 
especially among Israel, Lebanon and Syria, without the determination to 

solve the Palestinian problem. 


3. No solution without negotiation: The Middle East conflict has become 

a concern for the international community. Various peace initiatives have 
been launched, without leading to tangible results. There is a temptation 
to consider a limited military confrontation as an unavoidable step in the 
effort to bring the parties concerned to the negotiating table. In such a 
situation it is necessary to 


- denounce as cynical and highly dangerous for world peace at large, 
particularly in the present crisis, any consideration that a 
"limited war" could advance the efforts to find a solution to the 


Sontlict: 


(more) 
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- urge that the partial peace initiative should be broadened to lead 
to a general international conference involving all parties concerned 
in the region, including also the USA, USSR, EEC, and in particular 

the Palestinian people through their legitimate representatives. 


The proper place for such a round-table conference could be the Lebanon, 

as this would in turn serve as an added stimulus to Lebanese reconciliation 
and sovereignty, which would save this country from more suffering and 
destruction. 


KKKKK 
* 


Svivhatiuouzien te 0 Noll E BAN ON 


Adopted by the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the 
World Council of Churches, at its 35th Meeting convened at Friedewald, 
FRG, 11-15 May, 1981 


Disturbed and deeply concerned with the violent sequence of events that has 
again caused so much death, pain, anguish and ruin in Lebanon; 


Moved with deep compassion and sympathy for the people of Lebanon because 
of this new escalation of violence; 


Recognizing that Lebanon is ever more becoming a battlefield for settling 
regional and possibly even wider international differences thus becoming 
the concern of the international community; 


Moved by the appeal of the patriarchs, bishops, and leaders of the Christian 
Communities in Lebanon (11 April 1981) to the peoples of the world "to help 
bring an end to our tragedy"; 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 


Reiterates the appeal of the World Council of Churches Executive Committee 
(May 1976) to the people and all parties involved in Lebanon to renounce 
violence and to spare human lives through a renewed commitment to finding 
negotiated solutions; 


Reaffirms its belief that the conflict continues to be essentially a 
political one despite the religious overtones, motivations and implications 
stemming from the confessional structures of Lebanese and Middle Eastern’ 
societies; 


Affirms that Lebanon should not be sacrificed in the process of enabling 
the Palestinian people to achieve their legitimate rights or in settling 
the Arab-Israeli conflict; 


(more) 
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Believes that recovery of Lebanese unity and territorial integrity are key 

to the solution of the Lebanese problem and supports all efforts to 
strengthen the Government of Lebanon as it attempts to reassert the effective 
exercise of its sovereignty over all Lebanese territory; 


Calls for: 


- the termination of Israeli attacks and interventions against Lebanon 
and Palestinians in South Lebanon which Israel claims is necessary 
for its security and a help to Lebanon; because the security of both 
Israel and Lebanon depends upon Israeli recognition of Palestinian 
self-determination and the establishment of a just peace with the 
Palestinians and the Arab countries in general; 


— new peace initiatives by the Arab League and the United Nations which 
would lead to national unity and other conditions in Lebanon making 
the presence of the Syrian army as the Arab deterring force unnecessary; 


- an important United Nations role in the reconstruction and rehabilitation 
that will be necessary following the conflict; 


Prayerfully supports Christians and Muslims in Lebanon as they seek to 
restore the harmonious community life which has traditionally characterized 
their country and work together for a united Lebanon devoted to the defence 
of justice, development and peace in the Middle East; and 


Expresses appreciation to the member churches of the WCC for their responses 
in the past and reiterates the Executive Committee (May 1976) appeal to 

the churches to provide humanitarian aid and assistance through the WCC 

"to bring relief to the victims of this conflict, regardless of their 
religious, ethnic or political affiliation". 


REKKKE 
* 
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HALF-MILLION DOLLARS REQUESTED 
FOR MIDDLE EAST RELIEF 


Geneva (EPS) - An emergency appeal for US$ 500,000 has been issued by the 
World Council of Churches' (WCC) Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee 
and World Service (CICARWS) to aid relief work in the Lebanon and 
reconstruction in the Christian village of Kfar Yasif, in Israel. 


The situation in Lebanon remains critical and extremely sensitive and the 
Middle East Council of Churches (MECC) assesses that a serious 
deterioration could occur at any time. (See story and statement this issue). 


In this light CICARWS has issued an interim appeal for $ 250,000 in order 
to be able to respond quickly to requests if and when the need arises. 
This appeal follows a gift of $ 25,000 sent to the MECC for relief, such 
as the local purchases of food and blankets during the Zahle crisis. 


The $ 250,000 appeal for Kfar Yasif follows an attack on the village on 

14 April. Druze people from the north Galilee village of Julis attacked 
the mainly Christian western Galilean village of Kfar Yasif. By the time 
the police arrived three persons had been killed and 10 injured, including 
some seriously. In addition, damage had been caused to 83 houses, 

29 cars, six stores, one pharmacy, a school, and a church had been looted 
and set on fire. 


Following the incident the Christian leadership in Galilee appealed to the 
MECC and the WCC for moral and financial support. 


EPS 


NEW GENERAL SECRETARY 
FOR PACIFIC CHURCH COUNCIL 


Tonga, Pac.(EPS) - The Rev. Baiteke Nabetari, 36, has been elected 
General Secretary of the Pacific Council of Churches (PCC) meeting at its 
Assembly here. Mr Nabetari replaces Mrs Lorine Tevi, a Fijian Methodist. 


Other appointments made at the PCC's fourth assembly include the reelection 
of Bishop Jabez Bryce as chairman and of Mr Alfred Jack as Treasurer. 


Mr Nabetari has been the Principal of the Tangintebu Theological College 
in Tarawa Kiribati since 1975 and is also deputy moderator of the Kiribatu 
Protestant Church. He also participated in the Ecumenical Institute, 
Bossey in 1977/78. 


EPS 


No.14 - 21 May 1981 7 


STATEMENT ON CENTRAL AMERICA 


The Christian community of Latin America is stupefied by 
the deterioration of the political, economic and social 
Situation of El Salvador. We are alarmed that crime, 
persecution, disappearance and other violations of human 
rights have not been contained; rather repression continues 
with impunity and has worsened. Many Christian leaders 
have been persecuted and assassinated. Peasants have fled 
zones of conflictin great number ... food and medicine 

are in acutely short supply. The wounded are brought to 
hospitals and clinics only to be viciously executed by 
paramilitary groups. Abject poverty grows alongside walled 
colonies of opulence ... 


Statement of the Latin American Council 
of Churches in Formation (CLAI), 
Santiago de Chile, 13 December 1980. 


The Commission of the Churches on International Affairs of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC), meeting in Friedewald, FRG, 11-15 May 1981, shares the 
stupefaction and alarm of Christians throughout Latin America and the 

whole world at the continuing, intensifying conflict in El Salvador. 

The WCC has protested against this gross injustice, issued urgent appeals 
to those who callously aid and support the forces of repression, and has 
sought to support Christians and their churches in their courageous efforts 
to minister to the poor, the persecuted, the homeless and the sick in 

body and soul. The WCC has brought the plight of the people of this and 
other Central American nations to the attention of the United Nations along 
with appeals for international action to bring a halt to what can now only 
be described as a massacre. 


Central America has become a battlefield, the site of a genocidal war 
against the people. It is a war waged by governments by their armies and 
paramilitary groups who act with impunity against the poor. It is a war 
fought not only with the sophisticated instruments of modern warfare, but 
also by means of torture, mass extermination and institutionalized terror. 
It is a war whose victims are wives and children as often as husbands and 
fathers. And it has now become very much a war against the Church and 
the Gospel, whose primary targets are bishops, priests and pastors, 
catechists and lay preachers. The Bible itself is considered a threat and 
is being removed from peasant communities, especially in Guatemala, by the 
"forces of order". 


The cause of this war, which has been going on for decades, is not sub- 
version, either from within or without. It is the product of the dis- 
integration of the political, economic and social system of these countries 
which has ignored the interests and rights of the poor and exploited their 
bodies and their land to the benefit of the very few. 


(more) 
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The privileged few have traditionally been allied with the United States, 
which to protect them and its own perceived interests has intervened 
either openly or by covert action in this area since these countries 
gained their independence early in the 19th century. Again today, that 
foreign power is present and threatens to intervene in still more massive 
ways. Costa Rica, traditional haven of democracy and social well-being 
in Central America, is not immune. Nicaragua, where through great 
sacrifice the people rid themselves of a brutal, 40 year-long dictatorship, 
and are engaged in the construction of a new, more just society, is 
threatened. The Guatemalan Government, demonstrably and directly 
responsible for thousands of murders is now being considered for renewed 
military assistance. Honduras, like parts of the United States itself, 
is used as a training ground for mercenaries, many of whom are former 
members of Somoza's National Guard. 


The situation in Central America itself poses a serious threat to peace 

in the whole region, and there are now clear indications that a number of 
countries in the Caribbean as well are included in what appear to be wide- 
spread intervention plans. 


Yet in the midst of the sorrow we feel at this situation, we have reason 
to give thanks for God's strengthening of the Church in Central America. 
"The firm faith, courage, and concrete witness which has lead hundreds of 
Christian samaritans to martyrdom humbles and strengthens us in our 
resolve to support them in all ways we have available". With a deep sense 
of solidarity in our One Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, we call upon the 
churches once again to 


1. Join together throughout the ecumenical fellowship in 
continuing prayer for our brothers and sisters throughout 
Central America, and especially in El Salvador and Guatemala, 
giving thanks for their witness, and asking God's mercy upon 
them; 


2. Redouble their efforts to come to the aid of the victims 
off this confi ucts 


3. Renew their efforts, in all ways available to them, to 
cause the governments of El Salvador and Guatemala to cease 
their repressive activities, and the government of the United 
States to desist from all direct or covert, present or planned 
intervention in the countries of Central America and the 
Caribbean; 


4. Resist and seek to eliminate the systematic defamatory 
campaigns of "dis-information" distorting the truth about 

the reality of Central America, the plight of its people, and 
the witness of its church and those in solidarity with them. 


KKKKK 
* 
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(The following was first issued on 14 May) 


WORLD COUNCIL REACTS TO ASSASSINATION 
ATTEMPT ON POPE 


Geneva (EPS) - Within an hour after the attempt on the Pope's life, 
the World Council of Churches (WCC) sent the following telegram to 
Cardinal Casaroli, Secretariat of State/Vatican : 


"We are deeply grieved to hear of the shocking attempt on the life of 
His Holiness Pope John Paul II. 


"Our intercessions join with those of the whole Christian family that 
God, in his infinite merey, will through the care of human hands, 
bring him back to health and that he will be able to continue his 
universal ministry of love and peace. In Jesus Christ our Redeemer." 


Philip Potter 
General Secretary 


*The day after the attempt on the Pope's life, his official visit to 
Switzerland, planned from 31 May to 5 June, was postponed. His Holiness 


Pope John Paul II, intended to visit the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
on 5 June. 


RAKE 
* 


WORLD COUNCIL TO RECEIVE OFFICIAL VISIT OF 
GDR STATE SECRETARY FOR RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 


Geneva (EPS) - The State Secretary for Religious Affairs of the German 
Democratic Republic (GDR), Klaus Gysi, will make an official visit to the 
Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, 25-29 May. He will be the guest of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC), the Lutheran World Federation (LWF), the 
Conference of European Churches (CEC) and the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches (WARC), who all have their headquarters in the Centre. 


Mr Gysi will be spending one day with each of the first three organizations 
and will also meet a representative of the WARC. His first meeting will be 
with the Rev. Philip Potter, General Secretary of the WCC. 


The invitation was originally extended to Mr Gysi's predecessor, Hans 
Seigewasser in 1978, but due to his ill health this visit never came about. 
However, soon after Mr Gysi was appointed, he accepted the invitation. 

The State Secretary will be accompanied by Mr Hans Weise, who, since 1057.5 
has been in charge of international relations within the State Secretariat 
for Religious Affairs. 


In recent years several State Secretaries for Religious Affairs from 
European socialist countries have paid official visits to the Ecumenical 
Centre. 


EPS 
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BRITISH CHURCH COUNCIL 
APPOINTS NEW STAFF 


London (EPS) - Canon Paul Oestreicher and Mr Keith P. Jenkins have been 
appointed to the staff of the British Council of Churches (BCC). 


Canon Oestreicher (50) will take up his appointment as Assistant General 
Secretary and Secretary of the Division of International Affairs of the 
BCC from 1 September. He succeeds the Rev. Brian Duckworth, who becomes 
the Development and International Affairs Secretary in the Division of 
Social Responsibility of the Methodist Church. 


Canon Oestreicher, has been Vicar of the Parish of the Ascension, 
Blackheath, London, since 1968. He served as Associate Secretary of the 
BCC's International Affairs Department from 1964-69. He was chairman of 
the British Section of Amnesty International 1974-79. 


Mr Jenkins (39) is the new Executive Secretary in the Division of Community 
Affairs, with special responsibility for the Community and Race Relations 
Unit. He succeeds the Rev. Elliott Kendall who retires_at the end of 
August. 


Mr Jenkins, a Methodist local preacher, is a lawyer at present with the 
London Borough of Harrow as Principal Assistant Controller of the Law and 
Administration Department. 


EPS 


NEW ZEALAND CHURCH COUNCIL 
ELECTS FIRST WOMAN PRESIDENT 


Wellington, NZ (EPS) - Joan Anderson, 60, has been elected the first woman 
president of the National Christian Council of New Zealand (NCCNZ). 


Mrs Anderson is also the first lay person to be chosen to head the NCCNZ 
in its 40-year history. 


In 1978, Mrs Anderson was the first elected woman moderator of the 
Presbyterian Church in New Zealand. 


EPS 
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RESETTLEMENT, THEOLOGY AND CHURCH ADVOCACY 
FOR REFUGEES DISCUSSED IN US 


Geneva (EPS) - Issues of resettlement, advocacy and communication and 
theology related to refugees were among the major concerns of an international 
consultation held at Stony Point, New York, 8-11 May. 


Held under the auspices of the refugee section of the World Council of 
Churches" (WCC) Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service 
(CICARWS) as a result of joint planning with Church World Service, the aid 
arm of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, and the 
Canadian Council of Churches, this consultation brought together 44 delegates 
from 23 countries all of whom are working on refugee policy concerns related 
to refugee resettlement and integration. The moderator of the consultation 
was Mr George Cram, Secretary of the Primate's World Development and Relief 
Office of the Anglican Church in Canada. The meeting provided a forum for 
the sharing of experiences and a meeting place from where strategies for 
promoting just treatment for refugees seeking resettlement could be formulated. 


The consultation grew out of a mutually felt need by church persons involved 
in refugee work around the world to talk with each about resettlement needs. 


This concerned, involved and knowledgeable group formulated a number of 
recommendations to member churches that they: 


- pursue the theological reflection process of their work with 
refugees; 


- work to prevent the growth of refugee situations by addressing 
the root causes which often involve the struggles of the oppressed 
in the world for justice; 


- strengthen the worldwide information and advocacy network to 
enable churches to speak out more clearly on refugee matters; 


- accept a definition of refugees which includes victims of 
"systematic" economic deprivation; 


- urge their respective government to continue granting asylum 
liberally for refugees ; 


- ensure the just treatment of refugees and respect for their 
culture and values in the integration process; 


- support the idea of an international refugee advisory group 
to the WCC Refugee Service office. 


In an address to the consultation the coordinator of the WCC's refugee 
service, Ms Ruud van Hoogevest reminded the consultation that the majority 
of refugees were from the "Third World" and the majority of resettlement 
was in the "first". 


She also called participants attention to the fact that the distinction 
between "economic" and "political" refugees is increasingly hard to draw. 


(more) 
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"How should churches respond to all this?" she asked. Drawing on the 
experience of the WCC she said that settlement and integration issues 
cannot merely be tackled by compassionate action but require addressing 
the root causes which go hand-in-hand with peace, justice, solidarity and 
respect for human rights. Besides working with resettlement, as in the 
past, church persons concerned with helping refugees should involve 
themselves in discussion and action on development, combating racism, 
migration issues and dialogue with people of other faiths. 


A second speaker was Mr Alan Matheson, then secretary for migration at the 
WCC. He challenged the Consultation to move beyond platitudes and 
generalities of refugee resettlement into taking a hard and honest look at 
the broader context of the society into which the refugee moves - in 
particular at the present economic and racial situations facing receiving 
societies. 


In looking at the economic realities of the Western industrialized receiving 
countries, Mr Matheson concluded that the era of full employment and 
economic expansion of the 1950's and 60's is now ended. Western Europe 

and North America are facing both inflation and unemployment along with 

cuts in public budgets for social welfare benefits. 


The implications for refugees and migrants are: 1) restrictive border 
policies regarding admissions of "foreigners", 2) increasingly blatant 
"refoulement" or forcible return of refugees to their homeland against 
their wishes; 3) increasing anxiety of host countries to "foreigners" 
in their midst; 4) increasing probability of the manipulation and 
exploitation of unorganized refugees and migrants; and 5) a significant 
gap between government policies and refugee needs. 


In short, many refugees are being taken advantage of and in fact exploited 
in a period of economic uncertainty. The challenge for the churches is 
how to ensure: 1) just work opportunities for refugees; 2) that refugees 
are not employed at the expense of other oppressed and exploited groups; 
3) justice and protection in industries ever ready to exploit and 
Manipulate; and 4) continued and generous ministry to refugees when 
general economic and political forces are increasingly hesitant to receive 
increased numbers. 


As a result of the working group discussions four main areas of concern 
emerged for further church involvement in the refugee situation. Firstly, 
the need to try to assessand then deal with the root causes of the refugee 
problem. This report recalled that what we have now come to term "human 
rights" is at the very root of the problem. 


Secondly, the churches role in advocacy and information concerns was 
emphasized. Here it was stressed that part of the churches mission was to 
persuade government to adopt policies in keeping with the church's vision 
of the world. 


Another of the working groups discussed in a specific way the theological 
understanding of work for refugees. The key phrase in their report on the 
response to people who have been uprooted is "from oppression to promise; 


(more) 
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journeying together", which, said the group, means "we courageously name 
the powers that tyrannize millions of people”. 


The fourth concern was specifically on asylum, settlement and resettlement. 
Here churches were urged to act locally, nationally and internationally 

in order to secure conditions more conducive towards treatment based upon 
human dignity, than is the case at the present time. 


EPS 


BLACK CHURCH TO BECOME 
CEC MEMBER 


Marseille (EPS) - The Conference of European Churches (CEC), has accepted 
into its 114 church membership its first black church, the Shiloh United 
Church of Christ Apostolic Worldwide. The decision to accept this Church 
and the Baptist Union of Czechoslovakia was approved by the CEC Presidium 
and Consultative Committee during their annual meeting, 6-8 May, in Carry- 
le-Rouet, near Marseille France. 


The Shiloh United Church is made up of a majority of Christians from the 
Caribbean, now living permanently in Great Britain. The Church is also 
a member of the British Council of Churches. 


The CEC is a continental ecclesiastical organization headquartered in 
Geneva. It unites Churches of all confessions, except the Roman Catholic 
Church, from the Atlantic to the Urals. 


EPS 


PETER STOREY - NEW PRESIDENT OF SACC 


Johannesburg (EPS) - Methodist Minister, the Rev. Peter Storey, was elected 
President of the South African Council of Churches (SACC) during its annual 
meeting in Johannesburg at the beginning of May. Mr Storey succeeds the 
Rev. Sam Buti as head of the SACC, which groups together some 15 million 
Christians, both black and white. 


Bishop Desmond Tutu, who, during the assembly strongly objected to the 
forced deportation of the black population, will continue as the SACC's 
General Secretary, Mr Storey who has been the Vice-President of the SACC, 
will be replaced by Sally Motlana and Simon Gubule. 


After his election, Mr Storey said that at this time the SACC was the only 
place in South Africa where black and white people are able to collaborate 
and constitute a ''seismograph" of the country's situation. The new SACC 
President also said that he considers it more important than ever to work 
for justice, peace and reconciliation in South Africa. 


EPS 
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MISSION AND EVANGELISM COMMISSION 
ASSESSES PRESENT ROLE 


Bucharest (EPS) - An "ecumenical affirmation" on mission and evangelization 
today, a series of biblical reflections on the theme of the World Council 
of Churches'(WCC) VIth Assembly, and a programme which will allow the 
Orthodox churches to participate more actively in mission dialogue: these 
were the major results of a meeting of the Commission on World Mission 

and Evangelism (CWME) which took place 5-11 May 1981, in Bucharest. Host 
for the occasion was the Rumanian Orthodox Church. 


This was the first time that the Commission had met in an Orthodox country 
and was also the last meeting before the Assembly planned for 1983 in 
Vancouver, Canada. During their stay the some 60 Commission members and 
advisors from 34 countries participated in the first ecumenical celebration 
ever organized in Rumania to include local believers from the Orthodox, 
Armenian, Lutheran, Reformed, Anglican and Baptist traditions. 


In an important document of 12 pages, the CWME made an assessment of the 
20 years of their participation in the WCC (this was brought about in 1961 
by the integration of the International Missionary Council into the WCC) 
and presented "the common convictions concerning our missionary and 
evangelistic vocation". The document clearly reaffirms that the objective 
of witness and evangelization is and remains conversion and baptism and 
the good news of the kingdom. This always represents a challenge directed 
at the structures of society and an appeal to repentance addressed to each 
individual. The CWME affirms, in addition, that despite the ambiguities 
of the contemporary missionary movement "the Church is implanted in 
practically every country of the world", but, the Commission says, "this 
task must be pursued until there exists, in every human community, a cell 
of the Kingdom, a community which confess Jesus Christ and, in his name, 
is at the service of his people." 


The document rejects the crusade spirit which it says, is contrary to the 
example given by Jesus Christ. The CWME believes that while Christians 
remain free to choose the ways in which they announce the Gospel in their 
various contexts, they must be aware that no way is ever neutral: "they 
betray or illustrate the Gospel we announce."' In addition, they should be 
on guard against those who believe that the Gospel is a product, which is 
sold by means of publicity and marketing techniques. "Evangelization is 
done by interpersonal relationships where the Holy Spirit gives birth to 
the faith" they say. 


In conclusion: "We have discovered in our ecumenical experience the reality 
of a profound unity in the fundamental affirmation of our Christian faith. 
In solidarity one with another the churches have helped one another in their 
witness before the world ... and they have united their forces, spiritual 
and material, to announce clearly their vocation and their common hope". 

The document will be presented in August to the next meeting of the WCC's 
Central Committee. 


A large part of the Bucharest meeting was given over to Bible study and 
a reflection on the missiological aspects of the Assembly theme: 'Jesus 
Christ - the Life of the World". The texts of the studies will appear in 

(more) 
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a forthcoming issue of The International Review of Mission, the quarterly 
publication of CWME. In addition, the Orthodox consultative group of the 
CWME focussed on a detailed programme designed to motivate the Orthodox 
Churches who are members of the WCC to deepen their reflection on the 
apostolic vocation of the Church and for them to support concrete missionary 
actions in their efforts. 


EPS 


HEALTH CARE FOR ALL - 
THEME OF CMC MEETING 


Denpasa, Bali (EPS) - Generalized community health care, basic drugs 
available for all and an active participation of the population in health 
care efforts in all countries, but above all in developing countries, have 
been the main points discussed at the recent annual meeting of the Christian 
Medical Commission (CMC) of the World Council of Churches (WCC). 


Before some 30 members and advisors, meeting 3-8 May, in Denpasar, Bali, 

CMC Director, Dr Stuart Kingma, pleaded for a community approach to the 
problems of health care and for an active presence of the churches in this 
area "otherwise we risk being confronted by the year 2000 with unsurmountable 
health problems". 


For the CMC, fighting and preventing illness is not the problem of 
specialists only. It is also a case of people "taking it into their own 
hands", said Dr Kingma, in the communities to which they belong for them 

"to assume responsibility for their health in a participatory way", in place 
of submitting painfully to an illness where preventive medicine or early 
diagnosis of illness is still imperfect. 


CMC has launched an ambitious study in all continents in order to stimulate 
the churches to rethink their medical approach in relation to their actual 
needs. This study on "the Christian understanding of health, healing and 
wholeness of the person" was made the object of a regional meeting of 
church delegates and doctors from South-East Asia, some days before the 
Commission meeting opened in Bali. From now until the WCC Assembly in 
Vancouver in 1983, the CMC will prepare a substantial document bringing 
together the conclusions from the eight regional meetings which will by 
that time have considered this study. 


EPS 
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CLOSER LINKS PROMISED 
BETWEEN LWF AND WCC 


Geneva (EPS/LWF) - The most comprehensive review yet undertaken of relation- 
ships between the World Council of Churches (WCC) and the Lutheran World 
Federation (LWF) has produced a clear statement of the differences betweeen 
the two organizations and a call for "more systematic and disciplined 
process of consultation between them". 


The call forms part of a seven page report from the WCC/LWF international 
consultation held at Bossey, near Geneva,11-15 May, and attended by elected 
officers and senior staff of the two organizations. 


Even though LWF and WCC share a common building in Geneva, represent over- 
lapping church memberships and have worked together for over 30 years, the 
Bossey consultation was the first such meeting at this level. 


It resulted in an open and constructive encounter that identified at least, 
the points of disagreement and the possibilities for closer cooperation. 


The consultation endorsed a statement of guiding principles that affirm the 
"WCC and LWF are different in kind and have legitimately different functions". 
Nevertheless, says the report, "their ecumenical efforts should be 
complementary", the WCC acting as a "special instrument of the ecumenical 
movement" and a "preliminary expression of that unity which is God's will 

and gift for which Christians pray and work's the LWF acting as "an instrument 
and expression of a distinctive fellowship of churches" assisting its members 
and fostering "Lutheran interest in concern for and participation in the 
ecumenical movement". 


Both LWF and WCC affirm that "it is the goal of the ecumenical movement to 
serve the cause of the visible unity of the church" and see that movement 
as one that goes beyond any of its structural expressions. 


A second section of the report, listing areas for more extensive cooperation, 
begins with a call for a study on the nature of the World Council of Churches 
and its role in the ecumenical movement, evidence that the principles 

agreed on in the first section are only "guiding" and await more substantial 
development. Greater LWF involvement is encouraged in producing the WCC's 
Faith and Order Commission texts on Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry and 

the Study on Confessing the Apostolic Faith Today. This involvement would 
include recognition of the results of bilateral conversations between LWF 

and other Christian World Communions. 


Intensified cooperation is also urged on issues affecting women in church 
and society, a range of educational programmes, inter-faith dialogue and 
ongoing studies on political issues, war and peace, power and violence. 


Subsequent sections of the report examine working relationships between 

LWF and WCC in areas of mission and service and call for intensive 
consultation on the mandates, goals and convictions of the respective 
programme units. Special attention is requested for the promotion of 

local ecumenism and the respect for local church initiative and participation 
in WCC/LWF activities. The danger of proselytism among Christians which 
might develop through mission and service activities is also noted, as is 
the need for new models of ecumenical cooperation. 


(more) 
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A final section of the report deals with communication, an area in which the 
relevant departments of both organizations have a clear ecumenical mandate 
and despite structural differences, a record of steadily increasing 
cooperation in radio work and communication research. Further sharing of 
resources, correspondents and staff was urged, especially in the field of 
news services, and a pattern of even wider ecumenical consultation and 
planning was endorsed. This would include not only existing partners like 
the World Association for Christian Communication but other Church related 
agencies, including Roman Catholic bodies. 


The whole report from the Bossey consultation will be considered by the 
LWF Executive Committee, and the WCC Central Committee, both in August 
this year. Implementation would take place not only at the level of 
headquarters staff and programmes but also between the churches and other 
partners of the two organizations. Another high level follow-up meeting 
is proposed for 1985, after the LWF and WCC Assemblies. 


EPS 


GDR PROTESTANTS SEND 
40,000 BIBLES TO VIETNAM 


Berlin, GDR (EPS) - The Federation of Protestant Churches in the German 
Democratic Republic (GDR) has said during a meeting in May, that the 
Protestant Churches of the GDR had sent 40,000 Bibles and New Testaments 
to the Protestant Church in Vietnam. 


The Vietnamese version of the scriptures was despatched in collaboration 
with the Gustav Adolf Werk and the European Bible Society. This was in 
response to a desire expressed by a delegation of the Vietnamese Churches 
visiting the GDR in 1980. In acknowledging receipt of the Bibles, the 
Vietnamese Church representatives repeated an invitation extended to the 
Federation of Protestant Churches to send, this year, a delegation to 
Vietnam. 


EPS 
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BRITAIN STILL SUPPLYING ARMS 
TO SOUTH AFRICA SAYS REPORT 


London (EPS) - Britain's role in enabling South Africa to equip itself with 
modern weapons and military technology has been analysed by Christian 
Concern for Southern Africa (CCSA), an inter-denominational organization 
with support from all the major churches in Britain, in a report "Arms for 
Apartheid" published Friday, 22 May. 


The report concluded: "First, South Africa has now become a military state, 
efficiently equipped with the weapons and technology required to deal with 
the enemy within and without. Second, Britain, through government and 


business, has been one of the chief enablers in this process." 


Earlier the report showed how British government regulations intended to 
implement successive United Nations calls for an embargo on the sale of 
arms to South Africa, concluding with the mandatory embargo of 1977, 
contained such loopholes as no effective control over shipments to South 
Africa via intermediary countries and failed to cover such "grey areas" 
as electronic equipment and computers. 


The reasons for this situation were, the report suggested: "British 
economic investment in South Africa is considerable, and therefore 
Stability is to be maintained for as long as possible, and at whatever 
cost, even the cost of a long, damaging and bitter guerrilla war such as 
has been fought over the last decade in Zimbabwe." 


The report recommended that the British government should tighten up its 
control of the export of arms to South Africa. This should be extended to 
cover "all technology, equipment or spares with military and police 
application, including electronics and communication equipment, aircraft, 
and four-wheel drive vehicles". There should also be a clamp-down on the 
exchange of personnel connected with such supplies. 


In addition the report suggested that current licences for the manufacture 
in South Africa of British- designed equipment with military application 
should be withdrawn. 


It recommended that the churches should examine their investment in companies 
which might be supporting the military development of South Africa and 
should undertake action both privately and publicly against such companies. 


The report named 28 companies "which specialize in technology which is 
relevant to arms production and some of which have had friendly trading 
links with South Africa’. It suggested that church shareholders might 
wish to question these companies about their present trade relationships 
with South Africa. 


The report claimed that "many South African churchmen say privately what 
they cannot say publicly without facing a long prison sentence under the 
terrorism act - that continued Western investment, with its accompanying 
military support, is one of the key factors encouraging the South African 
government in its racialist intransigence". 

It called, too, for pressure on the British government to go beyond a 
rigorous enforcement of the UN mandatory arms embargo towards employing 


"those economic pressures which may hasten the radical political and 
economic change which must come about in South Africa if war is to be averted". 


EPS 
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BANGLADESH 


(2635) 


independence in 1971, Bangladesh has been faced with 
pus problems in such areas as: industry, factories, agri- 
je, health, housing and population. The country numbers 
thabitants per km2 and expects a population of 100 million 
*n now and the year 2000. Here, we show some photographs 
Bangladesh, where churches and agencies are working side- 
le with the government in order to "improve" the situation. 


ime, health needs and family planning are the most crucial 
of work: 

fen Clinic in Sirajpuk ... 

) where requests for help are many 

) In a hospital in Gonoshasthaya Kendra 

) Handicrafts: silk spinning in Dashchira 
|) Roadsweeping: a safe bread-winner 

) He rolls some 5,000 cigarettes a day. 

) Ruby, a para-medic, works in the fields 
| before going to the clinic. 

) One of the many landless peasants. 

) A landowner with his farmhands. 


photo: In front of a dispensary in Bangladesh. 
| 
ps: Enrique Berrios/Christian Aid) 


(2631) 


B R A 7, I L Brazil is a land of vast natural resources and a promising future. However, f 
the time being many regions are hit by poverty. Churches from different count 


are giving financial support to projects for the most needy. 


(2627) Sorting coffee seedlings. (2625) In Nova Esperanza, the poor live and mo 
(2628-29) In Novo Marotinho, at a risk to their lives and still remain hung 
(2626) Andrelino Sena, with his trade union, d 
the small farmers, who are driven from their 1] 


80 families build their own 
houses with church donations. 
(Photos: Derrick Knight/Christian Aid/WCC) 


(2627) 


(2629) (2625) 


Photos are available trom the World Council of Churches, Film and Visual Arts Department, P.O. 


photo oikoumene 1211 Geneva, at the cost of Sw.Fr. 12.— or equivalent in your currency. Free of charge to Eastel 


developing countries. 
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US CHURCH TEAM REFUSED 
SOUTH AFRICAN VISAS 


Rochester, NY, (EPS) - An ecumenical team of US church people failed in 
their second attempt to visit South Africa when, three hours before 
departure scheduled for Saturday, 16 May, the team were advised by the 

South African Embassy that visas would not be granted in time for the flight. 


The team was sponsored by the Genesee Ecumenical Ministries as a result of 
an invitation from the South African Black Dutch Reformed Church. The visit 
was planned in order to exchange views and listen to South African church 
people in an effort to learn first hand the role the church is playing in 
the South African situation under apartheid, and also to spend time visiting 
US corporations, government and media representatives. The group were- 
previously refused visas last July (1980). 


In an open letter Gayraud S.. Wilmore, Professor of Black Church Studies 

at Crozer Theological Seminary, Rochester, and a member of the team said 
that: "For the past fourteen months the Rochester group has been in pain- 
staking negotiations with the South African Counsel General and the US State 
Department's Southern Africa desk to see that all requirements were met to 
make the trip possible. In order to get the balanced picture that the 

South African government prescribed the Americans even consented to see 
specific persons and agencies designated by Mr André Brink of the Counsel 
General's office in New York City." 


"The inability of the government to grant visas, for the second time, and’ 
on the agreed upon date of departure, can only be interpreted as alarm and 
confusion in New York and Pretoria. There can be no question but that the 
government cannot demonstrate the progress it claims is taking place and 
has an extravagant fear of contact between certain of its church leaders and 
church leaders from the outside. The Rochesterians, of course, were not 
unaware of this paranoia, but it was a valuable lesson for the interracial 
group from America to go through what its friends in South Africa must 
experience every day," the letter said. 


As a result of this experience the Rochester group has called on President 
Reagan to suspend the visa privilege of South African nationals until such 
time that Americans can travel to South Africa without harassment and undue 
encumbrances. 


The letter continues : "Church groups in the US must not only support this 
demand, they must also increase contacts with and defend persons, like 
Bishop Tutu, who continue to struggle from within the country under the 
threat of imprisonment and death. It is time for American churches to 
launch a well-organized national campaign to boycott banks and corporations 
which insist upon doing business in South Africa while these conditions 
exist." 


EPS 
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ORTHODOX CHURCHES EXPRESS DESIRE FOR 
MORE PARTICIPATION IN WCC 


Sofia, Bulgaria (EPS) - The Orthodox Churches would like, as "one of the 
two great Christian traditions represented within the World Council of 
Churches (WCC)", that their theological viewpoint and their way of thinking 
be taken more into account in the future and that they be afforded a 
greater representation at all levels of decision making within the WCC. 


This is the substance of the conclusions reached at a meeting between some 
30 delegates representing the Orthodox Churches in the WCC and a delegation 
from the WCC staff led by the General Secretary, Dr Philip Potter. 


This consultation, only the second of its type since the creation of the 
WCC in 1948, took place 23-31 May 1981, in Sofia, Bulgaria. Host for the 
occasion was the Bulgarian Orthodox Church. 


From the beginning, the delegates reaffirmed that their churches understood 
that they were both partners and full members of the WCC. Some Orthodox 
Churches were themselves founder members of the WCC, it was pointed out. 


They described their membership of the WCC as "an expression of the concern 
which the Church has had since apostolic times for the life, salvation and 
unity of abl". 


In the final statement the WCC is described as "a very important ecumenical 
fellowship which provides for the Orthodox Churches a platform for the 
continuing dialogue on Christian unity, an instrument for inter-church aid 
and for cooperation in the work for peace and justice". 


In the course of an evaluation of the Orthodox Churches participation in 
the WCC's activities there was criticism of the réle given to their 
churches. Because of the working style of the WCC "from time to time the 
Orthodox Churches feel uneasy in it", they said. 


At the programmatic level, the report states that the WCC does not take 
sufficiently into account those questions which are priorities for the 
Orthodox. On the contrary,issues alien to the Orthodox tradition and 
ethos are adopted on the council's agenda as priority issues, such as the 
question of the ordination of women to the priesthood. 


It is above all at the level of theological declarations where delegates 
pleaded for a greater "transparency" for the Orthodox point of view - 
particularly in the doctrinal texts elaborated by the WCC. Otherwise it 
may be necessary to go back to the old "practice of separate texts" giving 
the Orthodox viewpoint, it was said. 


During the Sofia meeting, described by participants as fruitful, some 

20 concrete propositions were formulated calling for a greater presence 

and participation of the Orthodox Church in WCC affairs. These demanded, 
among other things, a "substantial strengthening" of the number of 

Orthodox delegates in all decision-making levels of the WCC: representatives 
on the WCC's Central Committee from all the Orthodox member churches 

"in proportion to their membership and historical importance"; a change 

in the voting procedures on theological texts where "an overwhelming majority 
of the churches of the reformation can easily reject a position taken by 

the numerically small Orthodox churches" and, finally the introduction of 


(more) 
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Greek as an official working language of the WCC. 


The Sofia consultation, in addition, considered the Orthodox participation 
in the preparations for the VIth Assembly of the WCC, in Vancouver in 1983. 
Orthodox priorities should be placed as a question for consideration by 
the WCC on the agenda of the Assembly, on the visitation programme to the 
churches during the 1982 and 1983, as well as the theological implications 
of the Assembly theme: "Jesus Christ - the Life of the World". The 
Orthodox delegates expressed their satisfaction at the initiative taken 

by the WCC to organize a symposium of Orthodox theologians on the theme. 


The conclusions from the consultation will be presented to the next meeting 
of the WCC's Central Committee in Dresden in August, this year. 


EPS 


"MARCH TO RESCUE VIEQUES" - 
PUERTO RICANS TO TAKE TO THE STREETS 


San Juan, Puerto Rico (EPS)-A'"March to Rescue Vieques" involving churches, 
trade unions, students, political parties and many other professional and 
cultural organizations is to take place in Puerto Rico };5-J, June, 1.98'4.. 


Vieques, a small 72 sq.mile island off the east coast of Puerto Rico has 
been used by the United States Navy for target practice since 1941. Its 
population of 9,000 has been restricted to a quarter of the island as 
living space. 


Protests against the systematic bombardment of the island have involved 
national and international bodies for many years. In 1978 a series of 
blunt statements and resolutions on Vieques were issued by a substantial 
number of churches and by the Puerto Rico Council of Churches, as well as 
by the Caribbean Conference of Churches and National Council of the Churches 
of Christ in the USA. 


One year later, Roman Catholic Bishop Antulio Parrilla Bonilla, Episcopal 
Priest Andres Trevathan, and Disciples of Christ Pastor Wilfredo Velez were 
arrested by the US Navy while holding an ecumenical service on a Vieques 
beach. 


The organisers of the march express four demands: 


1) the immediate cessation of all bombardment and military 

Manoeuvres in land and waters adjacent to Vieques; 2) the immediate 
return of all lands and access to water which is presently reserved by 

the US Navy for bombardment and training; 3) a responsible indemnization 
by the navy to the people of Vieques in reparation for the damages to the 
social and economic life of the people of Vieques resulting from the 

navy's presence and bombing in the area; 4) that the US Government and 
Federal Agencies in Puerto Rico cease and desist from any activity designed 
to repress the will of the people in Vieques and of those persons actively 
engaged in activities designed to support said demands. 


EPS 
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ASIAN CHURCHES SHOULD RELATE MORE 
TO PEOPLE ASSEMBLY TOLD 


Bangalore (EPS) - A challenge to the churches of Asia to relate more with 
people and with the struggles of people was issued by Dr Yap Kim Hao in 
his General Secretary's report to the Christian Conference of Asia (CCA) 
Seventh Assembly in Bangalore, India, 18-28 May 1981. 


The CCA groups together nearly 100 Protestant churches and national 
councils of churches in 17 nations from Pakistan to Korea and Japan to 
New Zealand. It is headquartered in Singapore. The Assembly numbered 
some 350 participants. 


Dr Yap, in his report, added: "We fear that in the name of spiritual 
renewal some of our Asian Christians are isolating themselves from people 
and seeing their own personal salvation. | 


"We want to affirm not the distinction between living in Christ and 
living with people but the wholeness and faithfulness of living with 
people in Christ and living in Christ with people," he said. 


Reviewing the programmes of the CCA since the last Assembly four years 
ago, Dr Yap indicated how the CCA discussions leaned heavily on the term 
"people". "People in this context are often the despised, the oppressed 
and the poor", he said. He suggested the problem of human rights "haunts" 
CCA member churches. "The perplexing question remains - to what extent 
can people be sacrificed for political and economic gains", he asked. 


This same theme was picked up by Mrs Chitra Fernando of Sri Lanka in the 
report from the Presidium. "How should Christians respond in the face 
of the corruptibility of human nature?" she asked. 


“Mrs Fernando posed this question after reflecting on the fact that 

"the translation of ideologies into the political and economic realities 
of government so often falls desperately short of the promises made". The 
corruptibility of human nature "causes even the well-intentioned who gain 
power to be seduced by the trappings of power" she said. 


The report of the four CCA Presidents (Archbishop Keith Rayner of 
Australia, the Rev. John Nakajima of Japan, the Rev. Victor San Lone of 
Burma and Mrs Fernando) put forward two possible responses for Christians - 
to see Christianity as a competing ideology or to be content with 
criticising the ideologies and the powers of the world without accepting 
responsibility. Mrs Fernando went on to point our the inadequacies of both 
of these positions. 


Whilst reticent about Suggesting clear answers to all the needs of the 
world, the Presidents: 


- affirmed what God has done in Christ: 

- recognized that we are called not to be passive but active; and 

- affirmed that "the people of God include all the people whom God 
has created", 


"Even when we cannot find answers, we can — and we are called to - live in 
Christ with people" the Presidents concluded. 


(more) 
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The Assembly took a number of administrative actions including the election 
of four new presidents. These are the Rev. Canon Alan Chan, an Anglican 
from Hong Kong, Miss Prasanna Kumari of the Church of South India, 

Mr Victor Oorjitham, a Methodist layman from Malaysia, and Mrs Jan Cormack, 
a Presbyterian lay woman from New Zealand. 


Mr Moon Kyu Kang from Korea was elected Honorary Treasurer and Dr Yap Kim 
Hao was re-elected as the General Secretary. 


EPS 


FOOD AIRLIFT TO HELP NAMIBIAN 
REFUGEES IN ANGOLA 


Geneva (EPS) - In a joint World Council of Churches/Lutheran World 
Federation programme 116 tons of food have recently been airlifted to 
Namibian refugees in Southern Angola. 


This action is in response to an appeal for US$ 600,000 launched in the 
wake of the failure of the UN sponsored talks on Namibia in January this 
year. 


The recent shipments from Zimbabwe, where the food was purchased and the 
transport costs of $ 120,000,have exhausted the remaining balance of the 
appeal. Ina letter to related agencies and friends, the Commission on 
Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) of the World Council 
of Churches (WCC) appeals for continued assistance, in order to meet the 
still outstanding demands. 


The airlift of food followed the assurance from the area that it would be 

used to feed the civilian refugee population and a letter from the Angolan 
Council of Evangelical Churches. This letter explains the council's total 
involvement in the programme and the commitment of the Angolan Churches to 
give US$ 22,000 as their expression of solidarity with the refugees. 


The General Secretary of the Angolan Council, Daniel Ntoni-Nzinga, writes: 
"We note that you are organizing the sending of aid to Namibian refugees 
in cooperation with the Lutheran World Federation. We would be extremely 
grateful if you could speed up this process, because our brothers and 
sisters are in serious distress at present due to the lack of food. From 
our last discussion with President Nujoma, (of the South-West Africa 
Peoples' Organization) we gather that the situation is growing still more 
serious because the number of refugees is increasing every day and they 
have practically nothing to eat. The shortage of maize flour is making 
the situation very difficult. He has also asked that all aid should be 
sent directly to Angola, if possible by air. It is important to note that 
this situation is leading to malnutrition in the refugee camps, and for 
this reason some special aid for the children would be extremely welcome 
at the present moment". 


EPS 
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NORWAY'S PARLIAMENT WANTS 
MORE INDEPENDENT CHURCH 


Oslo, (EPS) - Norway's parliament, the Storting, has approved giving the 
Church of Norway more independence within the state church system. Church 
councils on all levels will be strengthened and given more say, there will 
be a church assembly, and the bulk of the clergy will be appointed by the 
diocesan councils. Bishops and deans will remain civil servants, and be 
appointed by the government. 


"We intend to initiate this reform work right away", the Minister for 
Church and Education, Mr Einar Férde, told the Storting, 25 May. 


By many seen as one of the most important steps in the century old reform 
movement within the church, this most recent debate still turned out as 
something of an anti-climax. There were only scattered attempts to debate 
the principles of the state church system, and only a handful of the members 
of the Storting were present. There were no representatives of those wanting 
to separate church and state as soon as possible. 


The explanation possibly lies in Norwegian society itself. The majority 
of the population wants to keep the church more or less as it is. This 
fact leaves the advocates of radical change as a minority, whether they 
argue theologically or politically. Those concentrating on the: need for 
reforms within the present system are more easily heard. 


Over the last ten years, the National Council of the Church of Norway has 
come to play a central part in articulating the demands for church reforms. 
A report last year to the Storting, and this latest report from the 
Storting Committee on Church and Education, to a large extent reflect the 
kind of church the National Council wants. 


EPS 


FIRST BIBLE CONGRESS TO BE HELD IN THE 
GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC IN 1982 


Berlin (GDR) - In less than a year a Bible Congress will be held for the 
first time in the German Democratic Republic (GDR). It will have as its 
theme "Time for the Bible" and will be held in the Kar1-Marx-Stadt, 
25-28 March 1982. 


Taking part will be some 200 delegates from Bible societies and groups 
involved in the translation, printing and distribution of the Bible. 


The four day meeting will conclude with a "Bible Sunday" in which all the 
local parishes will be invited to attend. 


EPS 


8 No.16 - 4 June 1981 — 


BOSSEY BOARD MAKES 
NEW APPOINTMENTS 


Geneva (EPS) - A Roman Catholic priest from New Zealand, an Orthodox scholar 
from Ethiopia, and a woman theologian from Sierra Leone were appointed as 
tutors at the recent meeting of the Board of the Ecumenical Institute, 
Bossey. 


Fr. Kevin O'Reilly of New Zealand will be the second Roman Catholic to be 
seconded from the Secretariat for Christian Unity to the Bossey staff. 

He will succeed Maria Teresa Porcile-Santiso, a Uruguayan who has served 
since October 1980. Father O'Reilly will take up his position for a j4Q-- 
month term, in early October. ; 


Dr Equale Guebre-Yohannes of Addis Ababa, who holds a PhD from Bonn, FRG, 
will take up his position as a tutor in the Graduate School from 1 September. 
Prior to his time at Bonn, Dr Yohannes studied theology and philosophy at 
the University of Athens. He has twice represented his Church at Assemblies 
of the World Council of Churches. Currently he is assisting in the re- 
organization of the Orthodox Seminary of the Holy Trinity in Addis Ababa. 

He has served as a cultural attaché in the Ethiopian Embassy to the Federal 
Republic of Germany. 


Mrs Lloyda Fanusie has for many years been a teacher of religious studies 
in Sierra Leone. She is also a part-time lecturer in the Sierra Leone 
Theological Hall in Freetown, lecturing on African Traditional Religions. 
She holds degrees from Fourah Bay College, University of Sierra Leone. 

She was a participant.in the 1980 Consultation of African Women Theologians. 


The Board also reviewed plans for the 1981/82 Graduate School on the theme 
"Created in the Image and Likeness of God". 


A small booklet: 'Bossey: Two Vignettes from the Early Years", has been 
published in connection with discussions on observing the 30th anniversary 
of the Graduate School in October. The booklet contains the text of a talk 
which Dr Willem A. Visser't Hooft has given to Bossey groups and an early 
memorandum which Suzanne de Dietrich wrote on the Institute and its life. 


EPS 
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SWEDISH ARCHBISHOP SEES DISASTER FOR SOUTH 
AFRICA WITHOUT RADICAL CHANGE 


Stockholm (EPS) - Radical changes for the black Majority in South Africa 
have to come about soon, otherwise the country is heading for disaster. 
This was the conclusion of Sweden's Archbishop Dr Olof Sundby, after 
returning from a visit to South Africa and Zimbabwe. 


The Archbishop, president of the World Council of Churches (WCC), had been 
invited by the South African Council of Churches (SACC) to speak at their 
annual conference. Dr Sundby said with regret that the Swedish law, passed 
two years ago, prohibiting Swedish companies from investing in South Africa 
was not as effective as it might be because other countries are continuing 
to invest there. 


The Church of Sweden and the Swedish Ecumenical Council played an important 
role in pushing for the anti-investment law, and he hoped that they could 
also bring about a change of attitude in other countries, in order to apply 
more outside pressure on the South African government. 


In another development, two Swedish pastors were recently imprisoned for 

six days in Bolivia. They were visiting the country to meet representatives 
from churches and labour unions on behalf of the Christian Social Democrats 
in Sweden. The police explained they were arrested because they were 
involved in "subversive activities". Both men left Bolivia after their 
release. 


EPS 


EMINENT ECUMENICAL FIGURE 
DIES IN AUSTRIA 


Vienna (EPS) - Professor Wilhelm Dantine died in Vienna, Austria, on 
21 May 1981, following a painful illness. He was 69 years of age. 


Professor Dantine was for many years professor of systematic theology 
at. the University of Vienna. Among his many responsibilities he served 
as President of the Student Christian Movement in Austria and President 
of the Association of Protestant University Graduates. 


He was one of the friends, supporters and activists of and for the 
ecumenical movement in Austria and worldwide, and inspired generations of 
students to whom he lectured. He was a members of the World Council of 
Churches Faith and Order Commission from 1968 to 1975. 


EPS 
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SALVATION ARMY DELEGATION 
VISITS WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


Geneva (EPS) - An official delegation of the Salvation Army visited the 
World Council of Churches (WCC) on Wednesday, 3 June, for discussions on 
the Army's role within the Council. 


fhe delegation of six senior Salvation Army officers was led by General 
Arnold Brown, world leader of the organization. 


In an address to the staff of the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, General 
Brown traced the history of the Salvation Army from its beginnings, with 
the ministry of the Rev. William Booth in the East End of London to its 
present position, 116 years later, with a membership of around three 
million persons in 86 countries of the world. 


At the staff meeting hosted by the Moderator of the WCC Central Committee, 
Archbishop Edward Scott, of Canada and the WCC General Secretary, Dr Philip 
A. Potter, General Brown explained the dual thrust of the organization's 
work which has been described as a "vital spiritual force with an acute 
social conscience". 


The Salvation Army is probably the largest single social welfare 
organization in the world, said the General. 


EPS 


POLISH FILM RECEIVES PRIZE 
FROM ECUMENICAL JURY 


Cannes (EPS) - During the 34th International Film Festival in Cannes, 

the ecumenical jury prize was awarded to Andrzej Wajda, Poland, for the 
film "Iron Man". The jury citation said: “The film shows the historical 
fight of a people to highlight the universal aspirations of mankind". 


"Looks and Smiles" by Ken Loach from Great Britain received a special 
distinction for "the questions he raises by means of showing an authentic 
portrait without compassion of the young people trying to find a place in 
a society without hope". Another distinction was given to Hugh Hudson, 
from Great Britain for his film "Chariots of Fire". 


EPS 
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(This story was first issued as a limited circulation 
Press Release. Friday, 29 May, 1981) 


The State Secretary for Religious Affairs of the German Democratic Republic, 
Mr Klaus Gysi, visited the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva, 25-29 May, for a wide 
ranging series of talks. He was accompanied by Mr Hans Weise, Director of 
International Relations in the State Secretariat for Religious Affairs. 

Their conversations covered the wide range of issues and concerns included 
within the ecumenical movement. 


They met with leaders of the World Council of Churches, the Lutheran World 
Federation, the Conference of European Churches and the World Alliance of 


Reformed Churches. Detailed discussions took place on the understanding 
these organizations have of themselves, their concernsand their projects. 
The importance of the cooperation of the GDR member churches within the 
ecumenical movement was noted and emphasized. 


During the exchanges importance was given to the common understanding of the 
community of the churches, across boundaries and borders, in witness, service 
and unity. From its earliest existence, this fellowship has contributed to 

the promotion of forgiveness, made its stand for justice and tried to encourage 
Christians to work together and act responsibly towards non-Christians. 


Regarding the present tense situation in world politics and in Europe because 
of its vulnerable geographic position, the question of mere survival has become 
so urgent that continued dialogue is vital and confrontation should be avoided 
at all costs. The participation of the churches in the realisation of the 


Helsinki Agreements on Security and Cooperation were specially mentioned in 
this context. 


On the basis of the Gospel and, using the means available to them, the churches 

- linked with each other in the ecumenical movement - carry a special role and 
mandate to act as peacemakers and builders of trust among nations. In fulfilling 
this taks they may at times become critical partners. 


During the discussions, the cooperation of the GDR Churches with other member 
churches of the international ecumenical movement was acknowledged. It was 
emphasized that bilateral relationships of churches are a most significant 
expression of the ecumenical community. In that context church representatives 
pointed to the expectations of African churches, i.e. in Ethiopia, Mozambique 
and Tanzania, who would like closer contact with churches in the CDR, on an 
ecumenical level. 


Addressing the staff of the Ecumenical Centre, Mr Gysi outlined the relationship 
of state and church in the GDR. He explained that a "church in socialism", is 
neither a "socialist church", nor a "church of socialism". He said that a 
Significant contribution by the Christian community had been made to the 
reconstruction of the GDR after World War II. "Today they are citizens like 
everybody else, enjoying equal rights, equal responsibilities, and equal 
recogniztion", he said. While underlining the principle of separation of 

church and state, Mr Gysi mentioned as criteria for their relationship, 
independence, respect for each others identity and tolerance for each other's 
position. 
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During the exchange, mention was made of planned ecumenical events of 
international importance, i.e. the meeting of the Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches in Dresden in August this year, and the ecumenical 
events planned for the 500th celebration of Martin Luther's birthday in 1983. 
Further recommendations concerning the style of cooperation between churches 
in the GDR and the ecumenical organizations will continue to be explored. 


REKKK 
* 


(This communiqué is published jointly by the World Council of Churches, 
the Conference of European Churches, the Lutheran World Federation and 
the World Alliance of Reformed Churches.) 
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TRANSNATIONALS - CONCERN OF 
EASTERN EUROPEANS 


Budapest (EPS) - For the first time the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
has organized a consultation in Eastern Europe on the subject of trans- 
national corporations. Held from 1-5 June in Budapest, by the Programme 
on Transnationals, the consultation had as its theme "Socialist economies, 
transnational capital and Christian responsibility". 


The meeting brought together some 20 bishops, ministers, priests and 
theological professors from WCC member churches in six Eastern European 
countries and two representatives from the Science Academies of Moscow 

and Budapest. Other participants included observers from Angola, the 
Federal Republic of Germany and the Netherlands. The meeting was one of 

a series of regional consultations being held in order to prepare for an 
international conference to be held in November 1981, in Bad Boll (FRG) on 
"Transnational Corporations and the Mission of the Churches". 


In the final document, the consultation said that "to overcome the 
negative influence of the TNCs in the world market, it is necessary that 
socialist countries, countries of the non-aligned movement, movements for 
national liberation and progressive forces in the western countries work 
together". 


The consultation also noted that due to the concentration of capital of 
transnationals the process of decision-making in western countries is 
becoming more and more centralised. It is the reverse in the socialist 
states, said the consultation, where "socialism is a process of building- 
up people's participation at all levels of social life, especially of the 
workers, who are the major producers of the economy". 


The Budapest consultation criticised the transnationals for, among other 
things, their resistance and opposition to the bringing about of a change 
of structures without which a more just and sustainable society cannot 
emerge, for the obstacles they put in the way of negotiations on limitation 
of armaments and disarmament, and finally for the manipulation of public 
opinion. All these"contribute to preserve a world order which relies on 
waste, inequality and exploitation". Consequently, it is urgent that all 
forces join together in order to arrive at a new international economic 
order, it was suggested. 


In commenting on the meeting, the director of the WCC's programme on 
transnationals, Marcos Arruda, declared that "the prime virtue of this 
consultation has been to sensitize the Christians in the socialist 
countries of Europe towards the questions of economic and social Justice. 


EPS 
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WCC TEAM VISIT DRAWS 
STATE CRITICISM 


Sydney (EPS) - A World Council of Churches international team which began 
a 1/ day country-wide tour this week to assess the situation of Australian 
Aborigines has stirred national political controversy. 


The Premiers of Western Australia and Queensland - two Australian states 
most often accused of racism - have both refused to meet the WCC team. 
The Queensland Premier has also barred any of his state officials from 
meeting them. 


But the team members will have discussions with Aboriginal communities 
and church representatives throughout the country and will meet with the 
Federal Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Senator Peter Baume. 


The aim of the visit is to focus new international attention on the 
conditions of Australian Aborigines, to challenge the Australian churches 

in their response to racism, and to support Aboriginal people in their 
struggle for justice. The initiative for the visit came from the Australian 
churches and WCC World Mission and Evangelism Conference in Melbourne last 
year. 


At a press conference in Sydney, Mr Gary Foley, chairperson of the Aboriginal 
Advisory Committee of the Australian Council of Churches (ACC), said the 
important point about the visit was that the Aboriginal people had a say. 
"Aborigines have chosen all the places where this team is going and we have 
deliberately chosen some of the worst places in Australia for the team to 
visit", he said. "We want the team to see the real Situation, to talk to 
Aboriginal people and to find out from the people themselves what their 
problems are and what they perceive to be the answers to those problems." 


Commenting on his refusal to meet the WCC team, the Queensland Premier, 
Mr Johannes Bjelke-Petersen, said: "Our Aborigines live in a paradise 
compared with the way some people in other countries live." 


Ms Jean Skuse, General Secretary of the Australian Council of Churches 
(which is co-sponsoring the team visit with the WCC), said that if the 
Premier believed what he said, he should welcome the international team 
visit as an opportunity to correct misunderstandings. Some people 
overseas had heard comments which suggested that there was a parallel 
between the treatment of Aborigines in Queensland and the apartheid 
Situation in South Africa, she said. 


Dr Anwar Barkat, director of the WCC Programme to Combat Racism and a 
team member, said he did not know why the two Premiers wanted to miss the 
chance to make their racial views known internationally. 


The ACC Executive Committee released a statement expressing disappointment 
about the two Premiers’ actions. '"We hope this visit will provide an 
opportunity for all Australians to reflect on the situation of Australian 
Aborigines and to make new resolve to ensure justice for the Aborigines", 
said the statement. Mr Gary Foley told the Sydney press conference that 
Aborigines hoped the visit would lead to an independent report to be 
distributed internationally. "We hope that through increased international 


(more) 
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awareness of our problems and increased international support there will 
be increased international diplomatic and political pressure on the 
Australian Government to change its attitude to justice for Aboriginal 
people", he said. 


Dr Barkat said: "We want to waken the conscience of those Australians who 
do believe in human dignity, to challenge them to stand up and show their 
solidarity with the Aboriginal community. We've not come to condemn but 
to ask for real solidarity which always involves suffering with those who 
are oppressed." 


The international team includes members from Pakistan, Great Britain, Zaire, 
Costa Rica and the German Democratic Republic. 


EPS 


Note to Editors: Press conferences scheduled for the team at the conculsion 
of the Australian visit are: 


1. CANBERRA - 3.30 pm on Wednesday, 1 July in the 
National Press Club. 


2. SYDNEY - 3.30 pm on Thursday, 2 July in the VIP lounge 
at the TAA Terminal in Sydney Airport. 


KKEKK 
* 


NEW APPOINTMENTS 
AT THE WCC 


Geneva (EPS) - The Ecumenical Press Service (EPS) is to have a new editor 
from 1 July with the appointment of Thomas H. Dorris (34). Assistant 
director since 1977 and director since October 1980 of the News Bureau of 
the Lutheran Council in the USA, Mr Dorris was between 1975 and 1977 a 
journalist with the Religious New Service, the largest interconfessional 
press service in the USA. 


Robin E. Gurney, who has edited the EPS since March 1977 will, from 1 July, 
become the Communications Coordinator for the work of the WCC's Commission 
on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS). 


Fulvia Maria Esther Prieto (35), took up the position of Research 

Secretary in the Programme to Combat Racism, on 1 April. Ms Prieto is a 
Paraguayan lawyer. In recent years she has worked with Paraguayan minorities 
as a consultant to the Episcopal Conference, the Anglican Church and the 
Indian Association of Paraguay. 


EPS 
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BRITISH CHURCHES ISSUE GUIDELINES 
ON DIALOGUE 


London (EPS) - Guidelines on dialogue with adherents of non-Christian faiths 
in Britain have been published by the British Council of Churches' (BCC) 
Committee for Relations with People of Other Faiths. 


The publication lists the 13 guidelines on dialogue with people of other 
faiths issued by the World Council of Churches (WCC) in 1979 and distils 
these into four principles: 'Dialogue begins when people meet each other; 
dialogue depends upon mutual understanding and mutual trust; dialogue 
makes it possible to share in service to the community; dialogue becomes 
the medium of authentic witness". 


The guidelines represent the consensus of the BCC committee, which spans 

the ecclesiastical spectrum from Roman Catholic to conservative evangelical. 
They quote Vatican II on recognizing what is good and holy in non-Christian 
religions and tackle the question of reconciling dialogue and evangelism. 
"Religion is not like a suit of clothes which may fit one person beautifully 
and look ridiculous on the next," say the guidelines. "If we are concerned 
with religion we cannot avoid being concerned with truth - otherwise we 

are playing games, and dangerous games at that. These things matter. When 
believers of different world faiths put forward ideas that contradict one 


another, it is difficult to avoid the conclusion that some are right and some 
are wrong. 


"Tt is hard to believe, for example, that the Hindu idea of the soul being 
reborn many times and the Christian idea of resurrection can both be TLeHe, 
even though the word 'immortality' may be used in both cases. Many people 
assume that underneath the difference we all really believe in the same 
things, whatever name we go by, but this conviction is one which has grown 
out of the experience of Christians from different traditions talking to 
one another. People who have studied other faiths and known their 
adherents for many years have often found that the fundamental differences 
grow larger and the gulfs deeper". 


The background to the British guidelines is provided by the development of 
post-war Britain into a multi-faith, multi-cultural society with 1,500,000 
Moslems, 400,000 Hindus, 200,000 Sikhs, and possibly as many as 100,000 
Buddhists. 


EPS 
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REFUGEES AND MILITARISATION CENTRAL 
CONCERNS FOR INTER-CHURCH AID 


Yverdon-les-Bains (EPS) - Man's inhumanity to man, as expressed in the 
world refugee situation and the colossal spending on armaments and 
militarisation worldwide, was the concern behind the deliberations of the 
meeting of the World Council of Churches' (WCC) Commission on Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS) held 8-13 June, in Yverdon-les- 
Bains, Switzerland. 


In adopting a statement on "The Churches and the World Refugee Crisis" the 
Commission acknowledged the widespread involvement of its refugee service 
in a multi-million dollar programme that stretches around the world from 
Kampuchea, Somalia and Latin America to resettlement projects in Europe, 
North America, and Australasia. 


The refugee ce iase which forces millions of people to leave their homes is 
ge age as "one of the Mose dramatic phenomena of our times" caused by 
"man's inhumanity to man". 


Refugees, says the statement, are "victims of the intrinsic anus cLcee of 
societies and of brutal armed conflicts". These people are "struggling 
for survival, for a place of refuge, for identity and belonging. They are 
in search of justice, peace and human dignity". 


The statement calls attention to the seriousness of the trends affecting 
the lives and future of refugees such as political instability in the less- 
developed world and the potential racial and ethnic conflicts which can 
occur when refugees from poor third world countries move to western 
societies who are themselves experiencing high unemployment problems and 
other economic difficulties. 


At the same time, the statement says, churches should be more vigilant and 
active on behalf of refugees by, among other things, exercising an effective 
advocacy role to ensure that refugees' basic human rights are respected. 

In addition, they should ensure that refugee assistance includes meeting 
both the immediate and longer term needs of refugees and acting on political, 
conciliatory or socio-economic levels, to prevent new movement of refugees. 


In his report to the Commission, CICARWS director, Mr Jean Fischer, 
introduced the theme of the next WCC Assembly, scheduled for July 1983, 

in Vancouver, Canada, "Jesus Christ - the Life of the World" as one in which 
CICARWS could be fully involved because "our mandate and our activities 
place us alongside all those whose life is threatened, crippled, or 
destroyed", he said. He continued by saying that for the majority of God's 
creatures death comes too soon by starvation, sickness, torture and bombs. 
"We must ask ourselves what this message, Jesus Christ - the Life of the 
World may mean for today for the two-thirds of humanity whose 'life' is not 
worth living," he said. Mr Fischer went on: "This affirmation is an 
invitation, the offer of an alternative in accordance with God's will. 

The 'life’ we are given in Jesus Christ is life in abundance for all. We 
are called to bear witness to this 'life'." 


One way of bearing this witness is in exposing the evils of armaments and 
militarisation. A panel discussion at the Commission looked at this subject 
from a number of world view points. 


(more) 
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Dr Paul McCleary from the USA; Mr Jan Pronk, Netherlands; Miss Marta Palma, 
Chile; Mr Pierre Damida, Upper Volta; and Mr Ninan Koshy, India; formed 
the panel for the discussion. 


With the background of military expenditures amounting to one million 
dollars a minute, the Commission, in their statement, drew attention to 
the urgent need for the churches to call into question the concept of 
security that lies behind militarisation. They should rather support an 
understanding of security based on the rights of the people, justice and 
well-being, it was stated. In addition, churches should develop and 
disseminate an understanding of stewardship and sharing of the earth's 
resources that clarifies the misuse of resources through armaments. 


A new spirituality should also be nurtured which recognizes that the 
crucified Christ has participated in the human suffering of people. But 
a spirituality which is inspired by the resurrected Christ, to survive in 
a situation of constant threat of destruction and death and to work, with 
hope, for a change in this situation. 


Other subjects discussed during the Commission meeting included a 

on food aid which, it is believed cannot solve a country's: food deficit 
and does not challenge the root causes of hunger; the International Year 
of Disabled Persons, when WCC and UN action on the year was presented; 
relations with the Roman Catholic Church as it relates to inter-church aid 
and relief work, and the programme of emergency and development in the 
Sahel and Kampuchea. 


A feature of the meeting was the direct involvement of Commissioners in 
the life of the churches of the Canton of Vaud. More than 20 churches 
received visitors in services on the Sunday prior to the Commission's 
opening. During the week a public meeting was addressed by the WCC's 
General Secretary, Dr Philip Potter, in which he looked forward to the 
next assembly in 1983. Receptions for the Commission, under its moderator 
Bishop John Samuel, from Pakistan, were given by both the town of Yverdon- 
les-Bains and the local and cantonal church authorities. 


CICARWS is one of the five sub-units which made up the Justice and Service 
Unit of the WCC. It has, in recent years, been studying closely the need 

for the ecumenical sharing of resources and what it means to be in solidarity 
with the poor and oppressed peoples of the world. 


EPS 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC - WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
AFFIRM STEADILY GROWING COLLABORATION 


Geneva (EPS) - A wide-ranging review of current ecumenism opened this 
year's annual meeting of the Joint Working Group (JWG) between the Roman 
Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches (WCC). This JWG, set 
up in 1965 to develop ecumenical collaboration between the two bodies, 
met from 9-13 June at the retreat centre "Le Cénacle" in Geneva, Switzerland. 
The session was chaired jointly by Bishop Ramon Torrella, Vice-President 
of the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, and Dr Claire 
Randall, General Secretary of the National Council of Churches, USA. 


"What are our priorities in the ecumenical movement at a time when the 
very existence of the oikoumene (the whole inhabited earth) is in danger?" 
asked Dr Philip Potter, General Secretary of the WCC, in introducing his 
review of the ecumenical situation. Both he and Bishop Torrella in his 
corresponding introduction stressed the need for ecumenical education and 
promoting a greater awareness of ecumenical activities. Whatever the 
difficulties, Bishop Torrella stressed that the realism needed will always 
be a Christian realism, and therefore open and optimistic in the light of 
TaAith. 


In the light of this review, the JWG began preparations for a Fifth Official 
Report to be finalized in 1982 and presented to the two parent bodies. 

The report will cover the period since the WCC's Nairobi Assembly in 1975, 
during which the work of the JWG has been organized around church unity, 
common witness and development and peace. 


Collaboration in the area of social thought and action continues as a 

JWG priority. The meeting endorsed a proposal for the formation of a 
Joint Consultative Group between corresponding Roman Catholic and World 
Council offices. The structure and the functioning of this Joint 
Consultative Group are to remain flexible during the agreed upon three 
year period. It shall aim at being "a credible and visible expression of 
ecumenical collaboration in the field of social thought and action". The 
Joint Consultative Group is encouraged to develop the active participation 
of bodies and programmes outside the Geneva and Rome offices, to open the 
Group up to outside questioning and experiences. 


A major area of JWG activity since 1976 has centred on the theme "The 

Unity of the Church - the Goal and the Way". This resulted in a study 
document "Towards a Confession of the Common Faith", prepared with the 

help of the Faith and Order Commission of the WCC and published in 1980. 

At this meeting the JWG reviewed recent consultations on unity of the church 
undertaken by the WCC, and the Christian World Communions, with the active 
participation of Roman Catholic theologians. 


In particular the JWG welcomed the proposal to hold a small exploratory 
consultation on councils of churches in February 1982 with special 
emphasis on the implications of Roman Catholic participation in such 
councils for the search for the unity of the church. The JWG further 
recognized the "increasing importance of the 'reception' of ecumenical 
agreements and doctrinal convergences" as well as the need "to identify 
visible interim steps that can be taken towards unity". 


(more) 
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The Joint Working Group's focus on "Common Witness" was seen at this 
meeting as a major emphasis for future work. A substantial study paper 

on the subject has been published recently in several languages and widely 
distributed. Using the document, planning is underway for a series of 
follow-up consultations to explore opportunities for common witness 
regionally and in more detail. The JWG expects the theological perspective 
provided by common witness to increasingly "become an inspiring appeal and 
a unifying force for the common social thought and action as well as for 
the continuing study on the unity of the church", says a final statement 
from the meeting. This same common witness is also expected to help 
churches receive and accept the doctrinal convergences which are slowly 
emerging in ecumenical research. 


The meeting also heard about preparations for the WCC's Sixth Assembly 

to be held in July 1983 in Vancouver, Canada. The WCC has invited the 
Roman Catholic Church to be represented at the Assembly by 20 official 
delegated-observers, and the JWG gave particular attention to Roman 
Catholic participation in and contribution to the preparatory process for 
the Assembly. 


Further items of discussion were the ongoing collaboration between the 
Roman Catholic Church and WCC in the areas of dialogue with people of 
living faiths and ideologies, aid and relief, Christian medical service, 
development, human rights and disarmament, theological education, laity 
formation, and the community of women and men in the church. 


In all these different fields, the Joint Working Group sought to promote 
what it described as a "steadily growing collaboration between the WCC 
and the Roman Catholic Church towards an ever more visible and meaningful 
express of what we already have in common". 


EPS 


MAX THURIAN HONOURED 


Naples (EPS) - The Catholic Faculty of Theology of Naples has conferred an 
honorary degree on Brother Max Thurian, of the Taizé ecumenical community. 


A reformed theologian and observer at the Vatican II, Brother Max received 
the honour on 28 May. He is at the moment an advisor to the Faith and 
Order Commission of the World Council of Churches, where he has 
responsibility for the revision of the theological texts on baptism, 
eucharist and the ministry. 


Brother Max has had particularly close ties over a number of years with 
the church of Naples and the Theological Faculty, where he has given a 
number of lectures. 


EPS 


No.17 - 18 June 1981 10 


CELEBRATIONS MARK SIXTEEN HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY 
OF SECOND ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 


Istanbul (EPS) - Celebrations have taken place in Istanbul marking the 
sixteen hundredth anniversary of the second ecumenical council of 
Constantinople. 


At Istanbul, where the confession of faith known as the "Creed of Nicea- 
Constantinople" was formulated in 381, the Ecumenical Patriarch, Demetrios I, 
invited representatives of Orthodox, Catholic, Protestant and Anglican 
churches of many countries to commemorate this event, from 5-7 June 1981. 
Various liturgical celebrations were a feature of these days. 


Patriarch Demetrios I, during one of his addresses, reminded participants 
that the "Creed" of Christians, the principal work of the second ‘ecumenical 
council, "had envisaged a united humanity acknowledging and glorifying God". 
But, he added, "we Christians have failed in this ereat call; we must now 
confess it with sincerity and humility". He had invited Christiats.on this 
occasion "to gather together, in a self-critical way and to acknowledge 
their responsibility towards the Christian, non-Christian and atheist 
worlds". | 


The World Council of Churches was represented at these celebrations by the 
General Secretary, Rev. Dr. Philip Potter, who acknowledged the significant 
role "the ecumenical patriarchate and the sister Orthodox Churches have 
played ... in making the Nicea-Constantinople Creed understood in its 

depth by the whole Christian family". Alluding to the famous "filioque" 
clause, a source of division between the Western and Eastern church 
traditions, Dr Potter said: "In the WCC we have carried out a wide ranging 
study of this Creed, and we are hopeful that the churches will now restore 
it to its original form and so make a further step towards confessing our 
common faith together". 


EPS 


SWISS TO TAKE NEW MEASURES 
AGAINST APARTHEID 


Berne (EPS) - The Swiss Council of Evangelical Missions (SCEM) will, in the 
future be financing, each year at least one project of the WCC's Programme 
to Combat Racism (PCR). The SCEMhas also asked its member organizations 

to ensure that their financial reserves are not deposited with Swiss banks 
that are involved in the financing of loans to South Africa. The SCEM has 
also asked the Federation of Protestant Churches (FPC) to strengthen 
dialogue with anti-apartheid missions and movements in Switzerland. These 
decisions were taken during their annual meeting in Bern, 11 June 1981. 


These decisions were the outcome of long discussions concerning the good- 
will mission of the FPC which has been active for the last five years 
between black and white Christians in South Africa. Last spring, relation- 
ships with the white Dutch Reformed Church were suspended. The president 
of the SCEM, Mr G. Morier-Genoud, declared that at this stage it is 
difficult to anticipate whether this will be the end of the FPC's 
reconciliation efforts. 

(more) 
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It is, however, quite possible that the FPC will continue conducting a 
dialogue with the black churches. This would be in accordance with 
views expressed by their black South African partners who argue that by 
supporting the oppressed they become equal partners in dialogue. For as 
long as the partners do not have equal rights they cannot be reconciled. 


New developments will probably be announced when the FPC holds its annual 
assembly this month. 


EPS 


FIRST INTERNATIONAL DIALOGUE 
FOR HINDUS AND CHRISTIANS 


Rajpur, North India (EPS) - The understanding of justice as it relates to 
the search for community; the problem of caste as a basis of social order; 
the place of women in society, and the changing role of religious beliefs 
were the main subjects under discussion at an international Hindu-Christian 
meeting here, 30 May - 6 June. 


The meeting, held at the Christian Retreat and Study Centre, Rajpur, was 
sponsored by the World Council of Churches' (WCC) sub-unit on Dialogue with 
People of Living Faiths and Ideologies (DFI) in cooperation with the 
National Council of Churches of India, the Orthodox Church in India and 

the Church of North India. It broughttogether Christians and Hindus mainly 
from India but also from many parts of the world such as South Africa, 
Kenya, Trinidad, Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Indonesia, Europe and the USA, where 
people of the two faiths live as neighbours in substantial numbers. 
Representatives of the Catholic Bishops' Conference of India also took 

part in the discussions. 


The Rajpur meeting was significant as it was the first international 
Hindu-Christian meeting of its kind although the sub-unit has facilitated 
local Hindu-Christian meetings in the past. 


The meeting dealt with the theme "Religious Resources for a Just Society”. 
Among the topics included under this theme were: the understanding of 
justice in the two traditions and the way this understanding works out in 
society; the use and misuse of religious beliefs in binding and maintaining 
social structures, and the spiritual foundations of the search for a just 
society. 


The Rajpur meeting included visits to Hardware, in order that participants 
could experience for themselves popular Hinduism, and to the Sivananda 
Ashram at Rishikesh as the guest of the Swami Chiddhananda who was himself 
a participant in the dialogue meeting. 


The meetings were jointly moderated by Dr Stanley J. Samartha, Bangalore, 
formerly director of the DFI, and Dr Seshagiri Rao of the University of 
Virginia, USA. 


EPS 
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ANGLICANS RE-HALLOW MIDDLE 
EAST CENTRE 


Cyprus (EPS) - The re-hallowing of Saint Paul's Church, Nicosia, Cyprus, 
as the Cathedral of the Anglican Diocese of Cyprus and the enthronement of 
the Bishop took place 15 May. 


Representatives of the Orthodox Church of Cyprus, the Apostolic delegate, 
the Maronite Bishop and other churches in Cyprus took part. The ceremony 
marked the climax of a meeting of the Joint Diocesan Synod attended by 
delegates from the Gulf States and Cyprus. 


Bishop Leonard Ashton, who has been Bishop of the Diocese since its 
creation in 1976, not only has jurisdiction over Anglicans in Cyprus but 
serves on an ecumenical basis many thousands of expatriates of European, 
Asian and American origin throughout the Arabian Peninsula and in Iraq. 


EPS 


US PRESBYTERIANS RE-ELECT 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 


Houston (EPS) - The United Presbyterian Church general assembly has voted 
overwhelmingly here to re-elect William P. Thompson, 62, to a fourth 
five-year term as the church's chief executive. 


Mr Thompson has held many positions in ecumenical organizations. He has 
been president of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the USA, 
president of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches, and has been a member 
of the World Council of Churches' Central Committee since 1968. 


Mr Thompson, a lawyer by training, succeeded the Rev. Eugene Carson Blake 
in the office of stated clerk in 1966, becoming the first layman to serve 
in that post since 1883. 


EPS 
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ABORIGINES WELCOME WCC'S 
CONTROVERSIAL TEAM VISIT 


Sydney (EPS) - In spite of continuing hostile reactions from three 
Australian state governments, the World Council of Churches (WCC) team 
visiting the Aborigines has received a very warm welcome from the 
Aboriginal people. 


"The welcome, openness and hospitality of the Aboriginal people has been 
most impressive" said British team member Pauline Webb, "T would have been 
upset if the Aboriginal people had given us the kind of reaction we have 
received from the politicians", she said. 


Queensland Premier, Mr Bjelke-Petersen, and Western Australian Premier, 

Sir Charles Court, have rejected invitations to meet with the team, accusing 
the team of having closed minds and being communist influenced. Northern 
Territory chief minister, Mr Paul Everingham, wrote in a letter to team 
organiser Jean Skuse, General Secretary of the Australian Council of Churches 
that "it appears that they (the team) are seeking confrontation rather than 
consultation and they appear to have prejudged the whole matter”. 


According to one newspaper report, a Western Australian government minister 
has called on the team to go home, suggesting this would be the greatest 
contribution it could make to the Aborigines. The Queensland government 
has reportedly assigned police special branch agents to maintain a 
surveillance on the WCC team when it visits Queensland. 


During their three-day visit to Alice Springs in central Australia, the 
team was hosted by the Central Australian Aboriginal Congress. They met 
with a variety of Aboriginal organisations including the legal service, 
health service, housing cooperative and the Aboriginal run Yipirinya school, 
visited the remote Papunya community, 260 kms west of Alice Springs, and 
worshipped and preached in the local Alice Springs churches. 


At the small, isolated community of approximately 700 people at Papunya, 
the resident doctor told the WCC team that the children in the community 
spent around one third of their first two years of life in the Alice Springs 
hospital suffering from malnutrition, gastro-enteritis and similar diseases. 
"Ten years ago, 40 per cent of the children died" said Dr Adrian Sleigh. 


"People here are as sick as any of the people I have worked with in 
Thailand, India, Brazil and Haiti" said Dr Sleigh who, previous to coming 
to Papunya, had worked with the World Health Organisation. "We have mal- 
nutrition in this community just the same as that found in the third world", 
he explained. 


At a meeting with the leaders of the Aboriginal organisations in Alice 
Springs prior to leaving for Darwin, Mr Bob Randell, director of the 
Aboriginal legal service, stressed the importance of land rights for 
Aborigines. "We want the Australian government to recognise the prior 
ownership of Australia by Aborigines. We want compensation for the land 
taken so that Aborigines do not have to go to the government each year for 
funds that are never enough", he said. 


(more) 
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The Aborigines also sought international support via the WCC team for their 
struggle to protect their sacred sites from tourist developments or mining 
operations. "The whites in Alice Springs are unaware that the Aboriginal 
people here are still practising their religion", said one speaker. 


The message to the WCC team was that the Aborigines are determined to 
control their own destiny and to preserve their culture. In reply Dr Anwar 
Barkat, director of the World Council of Churches' Programme to Combat 
Racism, told the Aborigines that their struggle for human rights is their 
own struggle but people around the world are concerned and want to stand 

in solidarity in their struggle. "We are with you, fight on", he said. 


EPS 


TEN MILLION DOLLAR TARGET 
FOR CHURCH LOAN FUND 


Geneva (EPS) - The Board of the Ecumenical Church Loan Fund (ECLOF) the 

35 year old lending organization closely linked to the World Council of 

Churches (WCC) decided at its recent meeting to set a target of raising 

US $ 2 million per year of new lending capital for each of its next five 
years. 


Following a 33 per cent increase in lending activity in 1980 ECLOF reported 
a further 40 per cent increase so far this year. This had led to a severe 
restriction on the availability of lending capital. For the first time in 
years ECLOF finds itself unable to meet the requests of its 53 national 
committees for loans. 


The board discussed the actions to be taken in the face of the explosion of 
growth and agreed that, in addition to its target for new lending capital 
to be raised, a breathing space was required to allow the staff to 
consolidate the growth of the last few years. 


A working group composed of representatives of the Commission on Inter- 
Church Aid, Refugee and World Service (CICARWS), the WCC's General 
Secretariat, and the ECLOF board will examine options for dealing with 
ECLOF's expanding activities for the next few years. 


EPS 
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130,000 ATTEND HAMBURG 
CHURCH FESTIVAL 


Hamburg (EPS) - The 19th "Kirchentag" of the German Protestant Churches, 
which took place 17-21 June in Hamburg, was notable for two main features 
- youth participation and Christian concerns for peace. It was estimated 
that some 75 per cent of the 130,000 participants were less than 25 years 
of age. In the various discussions, round tables, Bible studies, worship 
services and talks, all on the general theme "Be not Afraid", the problems 
of peace played a prominent role. 


On 20 June, a demonstration for peace, organized on the fringe of the 
Kirchentag by a number of action groups, brought 80,000 people on to the 
streets of Hamburg. "It was described as one of the most important 
demonstrations of its type seen in the Federal Republic since 1955. 


Addressing the Kirchentag participants in the closing meeting, Dr Konrad 
Raiser, deputy general secretary of the World Council of Churches (WCC) 
Said: "We have been given courage by the theme to risk taking the first 
steps out of the zone of fear". He added: "Do not fear to do that which 
appears to you to be just". Recalling the four main discussion themes 
at the Kirchentag the WCC leader said: "Do not fear to take the first 
step in implementing the discussions on faith, community, peace and a 
credible life. | 


This Kirchentag was, according to observers, an event marked by the 
spirituality of the participants. In addition, observers were struck by 
the numbers of young: people in the Bible studies and in the 200 eucharistic 
celebrations. Most of the 1565 meeting places were overcrownded. - 


At the end of the Kirchentag various resolutions asked the Council of the 
Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) to put pressure on the Bonn government 
to withdraw its agreement to the installation of the medium range cruise 
missiles and to initiate immediately disarmament negotiations. According 
to the signatories of these resolutions the 572 medium range missiles 
fitted with nuclear warheads which NATO has decided to install in Western 
Europe by 1983, would make a "limited theatre" nuclear war possible. 


The Bonn government should, in addition, stop training military and para- 
military personnel from developing countries, because "consciously or 
unconsciously" this action causes oppression to the poor and hungry in a 
number of dictatorial regimes. 


In addition to invited visitors from overseas some 10,000 German Catholics 
took part in the Kirchentag. The next such festival will take place in 
1983 in Hanover. 


EPS 
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WORLD YWCA EXECUTIVE 
MEETS IN GENEVA 


Cartigny, Geneva (EPS) — An emotional reunion with a South African leader 
and a speech attacking the US agricultural system were the highlights at 
the annual Executive Committee meeting of the World YWCA held here, 12-22 
June. 


Joyce Seroke, general secretary of the World Affiliated YWCA of South 
Africa, joined the Committee for her first appearance outside Africa since 
her passport was revoked by the South African government at the time of 
the 1976 Soweto demonstrations. Joyce, who was then a member of the World 
YWCA Executive Committee, was imprisoned for three months without charges 
and then released. Her passport was restored in May of this year. 


"Many visitors to South Africa think blacks are getting a new deal", 
Joyce Seroke told the 20-member Executive Committee. "But we are not 
getting a new deal in fundamental ways. Blacks still lack the vote and 
freedom of movement. We know the changes in South Africa we want and 
sitting in a white park is not fundamental." 


The World Affiliated YWCA of South Africa operates a number of programmes, 
from soup kitchens for old-age pensioners in Soweto to pre-schools for 
children in the white-designated "resettlement" areas for blacks, Joyce 
Seroke reported. "We are accused by our young of giving programmes to 
soothe apartheid", she said, "but at least we are holding the hands of our 
people". 


In a major address to the Executive Committee, Susan George, author of 
"How the Other Half Dies" and a fellow at the Institute for Policy Studies 
in Washington, DC, criticized the capital-intensive US agricultural system 
as a "bad model for the rest of the world". The United States boasts of 
its agricultural productivity - "one farmer feeds 65 persons" - but 
productivity is measured per farmer and not per acre of land, she pointed 
out. "Denmark's productivity per acre is double US output." 


The US model of agriculture has "enormous costs" in energy use, and is 
detrimental to the environment Ms George said. Its beneficiaries are the 
transnational corporations that supply the machinery and fertilizers and 
process the food. 


Moreover, the system is being "foisted on the Third World" under the banner 
of the Green Revolution, she said, "with disastrous effects". Those 
effects, she said, include hunger, caused by an increase in the number of 
landless labourers unable to pay rising food prices, social disruptions 
affecting women subsistence farmers in particular, and the marketing of 
"junk" foods and products like infant formula. 


In her report, General Secretary Erica Brodie challenged the YWCAs in 

84 countries "to express more clearly our identity as a women's Christian 
movement engaged in social change". She urged member movements to prod 
their governments to implement the Plan for Action adopted by the United 
Nations Mid-Decade for Women Conference in Copenhagen last year. 


(more) 
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To underscore the YWCA's Christian basis, the Executive Committee endorsed 
a proposal for a Bible study being drafted by an ecumenical group of women 
theologians and lay people. The study will deal with women in relationship 
to five world priorities which the YWCA has adopted: health, energy and 
environment, human rights, peace, and refugees and migrants. 


The Executive Committee adopted a budget of Sf 1,250,500 and additional 
budgets for refugee and rehabilitation services and its Programme of 
Cooperation for Development. It heard reports on its extensive leadership 
development programme for youth and women in such areas as management of 
small-scale industries and appropriate technology. The Executive Committee 
accepted an invitation from the National YWCA of Singapore to hold its 
quadrennial World Council there in 1983. 


A reception during the Executive Committee meeting honoured World YWCA 
President Nita Barrow, who was awarded the title of Dame of St. Andrew 
recently by Queen Elizabeth for her contributions to health care and 
voluntary agencies. 


EPS 


HONG KONG CHURCH WORKER 
HONOURED 


Hong Kong (EPS) - The Rev. Karl Stumpf, officer-in-charge of. the Migration 
Services Department of Hong Kong Christian Service, has been awarded the 
honour of Commander, Order of the British Empire (CBE) in the recent Queen's 
Birthday Honours List. 


In a letter to Mr Stumpf, the Governor of Hong Kong, Sir Murray MacLehose, 
says that: "Hong Kong is indebted to you for so many things: work for the 
blind, the fight against narcotic addiction, the care and resettlement of 
Vietnamese refugees, to mention only a few of the major fields in which 
you have made an outstanding contribution. Thank you for being such an 
eloquent and persuasive spokesman for Hong Kong." 


EPS 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC/METHODIST TALKS - 
"SHARED UNDERSTANDING" 


London (EPS) - Some convergence between Catholics and Methodists on the 
question of papal authority has been recorded by the report of the Joint 
Commission between the Roman Catholic Church and the World Methodist 
Council, summarizing its discussions over the years from 1977 to 1981. 


The report has now appeared as a whole for the first time, but the first 
two of its three sections were published separately in 1979 and 1980. 


The report pointed out that the old oppositions of Scripture and tradition 
had given way to a shared understanding "that scripture in witness to the 
living tradition from which it arose has a normative role for the total 
tradition of the church as it lives and is guided still by the spirit of 
truth". 


It suggested that the emotions surrounding such relatively modern terms as 
infallibility and irreformability could be diminished if they were looked 
at in the light of their shared doctrine concerning the Holy Spirit. 

"The papal authority, no less than any other within the church, is a 
manifestation of the continuing presence of the spirit of love in the 
church or it is nothing," said the report. "Indeed it should in its 


exercise be pre-eminently such a manifestation." . 


But this primary aspect had been obscured by the emotions and polemics 
surrounding such terms as "infallibility" and "universal and immediate 
jurisdiction". The terms which expressed the dogma of 1870 belonged to 
their time, and the truth behind them was capable of fuller understanding 
in new settings by all concerned. 


"The terms referred to are not to be explained away,'' the report said. 
"From different standpoints we are agreed that this would be neither 
useful nor honest. Yet they are not claims about human qualities or 
glorifications of an office. They are to be understood in the light of 
the total conception and the total responsibility of teaching and 
disciplinary office in the church." 


The report recognized that, however the claims implied in such terms were 
circumscribed and clarified, it was unlikely that Methodists in the 
foreseeable future would feel comfortable with them. 


"But Methodist awareness of the papacy has enlarged and greatly altered in 
recent times", the report went on, "and the general idea of a universal 
service of unity within the church, a primacy of charity mirroring the 
presence and work in the church of the spirit who is love, may well be a 
basis for increased understanding and convergence." 


The report also pointed to "concern for the poor and the oppressed and 

for the conservation of God's gifts" as one test by which all authority, 
whether ecclesiastical or secular, was to be judged. "All arbitrary and 
absolute authority, denying the respect due to human beings and to creation, 
is unchristian", the report said. 


(more) 
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The report further showed considerable agreement over the sacramental 
nature of marriage, while recognizing that Catholics spoke of marriage as 
a sacrament and Methodists did not. Yet, as it pointed out with a quotation 
from the introduction to the United Methodist Church's 1979 service of 
Christian marriage, this was because the Protestant reformers of the 

16th century were unwilling to call marriage a sacrament because they did 
not regard matrimony as a necessary means of grace for salvation. "Though 
not necessary for salvation," this Methodist document went on, "certainly 
marriage is a means of grace, thus sacramental in character". The report 
went on to describe marriage as sacramental in nature and to say that the 
couple's sexual sharing should itself be understood as sacramental. 


The report also expressed the hope that further dialogue on the two churches' 
different approaches to the problems of matrimonial nullity and of marital 
breakdown might well reveal closer unity of understanding, ''since we are 

all alarmed at the trivialization of marriage and the increase of divorce 

in the societies from which we come". 


EPS 
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LISTIAN WITNESS IN THE GDR 
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INTER - CHURCH AID IN SESS 
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inieh, RC. bishops. delay. mixed-marriages. document, .42G26k¥ .dswuil) .yintoaeete2 .to deal edt wet 29 
BURee Cleo Mert ace IRW disobedience Counce) bed) cs. cans kan cee tied wida ee wcceescedveecessccee 30 
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Councils of Churches in the Ecumenical Movement 


ECUDATES: Some World Council of Churches Events in 1982* 

2 Oman). Lima Triennial Plenary: Faith and Order Commission 
15-18 Feb. Venice Consultation: 

15-19 Feb. Geneva Semi-Annual Meeting: WCC Executive Committee 
22-25 Feb. Bossey Consultation: Ecumenical History 

23-24 Feb. Geneva Meeting: WCC/Vatican Joint Consultative Group 


25 March-3 April Bossey 
28 March-2 April Colombo 
March 


5-18 April Bossey 


Workshop: Local, Ecumenical Dimensions of Worship 
Meeting: Christian/Muslim Dialogue 
Consultation (Middle East) : Faith, Science, Technology 


Consultation: Orthodox Theology and Spirituality 


14-17 May Geneva 1983 WCC Assembly Preparations Committee 
22-18 May Bulgaria Consultation (East Europe) : Ecumenical Sharing of Resources 
May or June Budapest Consultation (East Europe) : Faith, Science, Technology 
May Lusaka Consultation: Churches' Involvement in Southern Africa 
5-12 June Moscow Meeting: WCC Communication Commission 
20-29 June Bossey Consultation: Education for Effective Ecumenism 
29 June-6 July Ibadan Consultation: Christian Lay Centres Participants 
16-18 July Geneva Semi-Annual Meeting: WCC Executive Committee 
19-28 July Geneva Annual Meeting: WCC Central Committee 


*Dates and places are subject to change. 


the year. 


is available on request. 
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Additions and deletions are likely in the course of 
A longer list, including other WCC meetings of a more routine or specialized nature, 
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ABORIGINE POVERTY SHOCKS 
INTERNATIONAL CHURCH TEAM 


Sydney (EPS) - The poverty of Australia's aborigines shocked the World 
Council of Churches team during its tour of the country. 


Standing amid the squalor of the Kurnangki Aboriginal camp at Fitzroy 
Crossing in north Western Australia, Anwar Barkat of Pakistan, leader of 
the WCC delegation said, "If this is not disgraceful, what can you call 
it?" Another member, Bena Silu of Zaire, said it was as bad as any 
poverty he had seen in Africa. 


Two other team members, Pauline Webb of Great Britain, and Quince Duncan 
of Costa Rica, who travelled through Queensland when the team divided 

into two, saw similar appalling living conditions at the Mantaka community 
and Mossman Gorge reserve, the northern part of that state. 


The five-member team toured Australia from 15 June to 3 July, at the 
invitation of the Australian Council of Churches (ACC) to assess the 
situation of the Aborigines, to consult with the churches, and to bring 
greater international attention to the situation of Aboriginal Australians. 


In the Northern Territory, the team's attention was focused on the growing 
conflict between Aborigines and mining companies. A freeze on the granting 
of mining exploration permits implemented in 1976 and covering the large 
Aboriginal reserve of Arnhem Land, has recently been lifted and the 
Aborigines are deeply disturbed by the rush of mining companies moving 

into their traditional lands with exploration permits. "It's war in 
Arnhem Land", said one member of the all-Aboriginal Northern Lands Council. 


At Oenpelli Aboriginal community in the heart of the Uranium province of 
the Northern Territory, community elder Silas Maralngurra told the team: 
"All the mining company can see is money. Money means nothing to me. 
Money is white man's business. Government is pushing all the time. When 
we say no, he say yes. When I say it in my own language, he doesn't 
understand."' 


On the Palm Island reserve off Townsville in north Queensland, a gathering 
of some 200 local residents told the team of their desire to run their 

own affairs. One third of the people on the island are white administrators. 
The Aborigines said they are given little opportunity or encouragement to 
develop their island and improve their living standards. 


The strongest insight to emerge from the visits was the desire, ability 
and determination of the Aborigines to run their own affairs. "A sign of 
hope that impressed me most was the willingness and capability of the 
Aborigines to take things into their own hands", said German Democratic 
Republic team member Elisabeth Adler. 


In Perth, capital of Western Australia, Anwar Barkat told a meeting of 
church leaders that Australia, "should not make light of the burden you 
have because you have been given much". 


"If you were a poor country with a vast number of poor, our understanding 
and language would be different," he said,"but you are a rich country by 


all standards yet there are poor people who have never been part of your 
country". 


(more) 
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The surprising element of the tour for Pauline Webb was "the religious 
questions that have been raised for me". She said she "found the spiritual 
dimension of the whole encounter a very deep theological challenge, 

posing questions for us from the West. So often we have identified 
Christianity with western culture, and in that way made a travesty of a 
great deal of the gospel," she added. 


In a letter to the Australian churches, the WCC team expresses the wish 
"for you all the opportunity we have had of sitting alongside and 
listening to the hopes and fears, the dreams and pains of the Aboriginal 
people living in this land". 


The team says its report, expected to be released in August in connection 
with the meeting of the WCC Central Committee in Dresden, GDR, will 
attempt to "give voice to what the Aborigines have said to us". 


The team's visit stirred a great deal of controversy in Australia, with 
.the premiers of Western Australia and Queensland refusing to meet with 
the international visitors. Anwar Barkat, team head, directs the WCC 
Programme to Combat Racism. (Earlier stories: EPS No.17, page 3; and 
EPS No.18, page 2). 
IDA AE IEPS 
--*Russell Rollason -- 


*Russell Rollason is information officer for the Australian 
Council of Churches. 


*KAK 
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BRITISH METHODISTS BACK 
FIVE-CHURCH COVENANT 


Norwich, England (EPS) - Almost unanimously, the British Methodist 
Conference has voted provisional approval for a covenant among it, the 
United Reformed Church, Church of England, Churches of Christ, and 
Moravian Church, The vote was 497-5 (three abstained) at the meeting here. 


The covenant would introduce the historic episcopate into British 
Methodism, would lead to official mutual recognition of ministry and 
Sacramental acts under the auspices of each group, and would generally 
provide for a period of growing together into greater unity. 


The URC and the Anglicans have previously voted provisional approval of 
the covenant plan. However, at least two-thirds approval in separate 
votes by representatives of the Anglican bishops, other clergy, and 
laity is required before final Church of England approval. That vote is 
scheduled for the synod meeting in July 1982. (See EPS No.7, page 7). 


(more) 
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SOME DIVORCED MAY MARRY IN 
CHURCH, ANGLICAN SYNOD SAYS 


York (EPS) - The Church of England General Synod has decided that "there 
are circumstances in which a divorced person may be married in church during 
the lifetime of a former partner". 


Currently, such marriages are forbidden. If a subsequent synod approves 
the necessary changes in Church of England procedures - something by no 
means certain - 1983 is the earliest.estimate of.the.time when the new © 
policy would go into effect. 

The 3-7 July synod also featured an introduction to results of a: ''Partners 
in Mission" consultation, to be debated in more detail by the synod next 
February. Some of the consultants — English and overseas, Anglican and 
other - told the synod of some of their findings. 


One Roman Catholic faulted the English Anglicans for being "incredibly 
respectable". She referred to her experience in visiting Anglican dioceses 
and parishes and seeing few working class, ethnic minority, or young people. 


A South African urged the church to face the question of its ties to the 
state, "an irritation that keeps bobbing its head at awkward times". 


In another action, the synod endorsed the principles of the Brandt Report, 
and urged the British government to support them at meetings of world 
leaders in the next months in Ottawa, Melbourne, and Mexico City. The 
report links many of the world's economic and security problems with the 
great differences in economic and other opportunities between the world's 
rich and poor. 


EPS 


POPE NAMES NEW 
POLISH PRIMATE 


Rome (EPS) - Pope John Paul II has named a close advisor of the late 
Stefan Cardinal Wyszynski as head of the religiously dominant Roman 
Catholic Church in Poland. 


The Pope's choice is Bishop Jozef Glemp, 52, who becomes Metropolitan 
Archbishop of Gniezno and Warsaw, and thus Roman Catholic primate of the 
country. 


Reuters news agency quoted Glemp as saying he would not change policies of 
his predecessor, who died last May, because "the line laid down by 
Cardinal Wyszynski is the line we must continue taking today". 


Both the communist government and the independent trade union Solidarity 
reportedly sent congratulations to Glemp on his appointment. 
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FSPC 
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PTE 
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International Affairs 
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Refugee and World Service 
Inter-Movement Committee for Evacuees 
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Ecumenical Development Cooperative 
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Evangelical Church in Germany 
End Loans to Southern Africa 
Federation of Protestant Churches 
Federal Republic of Germany 
Federation of Swiss Protestant 
Churches 
German Democratic Republic 
Inter-Aid Committee 
Joint Working Group 
Lutheran Church in America 
Lutheran World Federation 


> Middle East Council of Churches 


National Council of Churches in 
Christ in the USA 

National Christian Council of 
New Zealand 


:, Organization of American States 


Pacific Council of Churches 

Programme to Combat. Racism 

Programme on Theological Education 

South African Council of Churches 

Swiss Council of Evangelical Missions 

South-West Africa People's Organizatio 

World Fellowship of Orthodox Youth 
Organizations 

Transnational Corporations 

United Christian Missionary Society 

United Reformed Church 

World Alliance of Reformed Churches 

World Student Christian Federation 

Young Men's Christian Association 
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Countries: 


AFGHANISTAN 
Afghan refugees continue to flee to Pakistan ........ Peete Ab Fee sa ead Goteuats fete kde s OG EN a te oy 9 
ANGOLA 
Food airlift to help Namibian refugees in Angola ...Uo¥s) 42 etnU.een cae on £ WRERLL BIR. BRLIOAT .. 16 
AUSTRALIA 
International church! aérion’ on Aboreginal/mining Lssue®. Pic. i. tet ee csc teses s cee esnacaacsaanne HO 
Melbourne continwes( to challenge: European ‘Churches seeeiseewas can) @ Oyo eit artes © oldie ites sitter ery oe oO 
WCC team wise drawer State Gritici set. cs. +e gssgaden cease Me oe eens seen ae eee eee as Le 
Aborigines’ welcome? WOG's controversial team ViSit .ccecwsesnccrteccunervapescnstue sateen Lahey Ale. 
AUSTRIA 
Eminent ecumenical figure dies in Austria ...... LE Fe PRE YS = Py ame aen: eee ae 2 ie a aetaes 16 
BELGIUM 
Church must now face TNCs on home ground says consultation ......... ofane eels hes : 13 
BOTSWANA ) 
Community breaks down religious barriers ......eeseeeeees eat ae yer te flat h AA ¢se a ed 
BRAZIL 
Latin Americans address US: involvement ........ E acteks A ar i a ate hie OPE ot POPE Agente oliagy Sed Pct Arne 11 
CHINA 7 
Christian delegation from the People's Republic of China visits Hong Kong ..... MRASL Mee. 9 
Consultation Girth Chinese Church leaders... ...sss <0 «0s Picarewiarare takers 2's, « sR Cade ters, Aba Ee Sat Aiea. s TT 
CYPRUS 
Anghicansremhallow Middle East Centre o4. ewmjesieyie cs uie eesti s cae eet pee nes es cance sees oo ne one 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
200th anniversary. of. the.,Act_of. Toleration,in, Czechoslovakia 4 ts. aries bees .os nemeemeLaued.. 16 
EL SALVADOR | 
Pdghting ines] ASalvaddercalls for Inereased church aid ..5...04+% sisbsoe bE Oubad ‘eum ecco 
Disciples protest US removal of El Salvador Ambassador ............. sug A, oe! ava atecarerers ? igesGicbasecie ae 
Statement on El Salvador (1 Executive + 1 Central Committee) ....... ER Ce Eee 5 
Human rights violations in El Salvador documented at UN Commission meeting ..........eeeee00e 7 
FRANCE 
Day of Prayer called in France for persecuted Churches .............. Dee eue erate J aes uD anf 4 n S l 3 
Death of French pioneer of the ecumenical movement ........+.seeeeeees START RIE. bePR ES cite SRT. 3 
WCC expresses support for Lyon hunger strikers ..... Ao oa Suh c sfeleecaiehers sta Releus tel ay sianete a Rae Oe. 2 
GERMANY 
Interiinlmaawards aasBerlinehli Ima kestilv.al jf. oh hice swiendeee mae wars ole ebeedetoel helt eyenennen. slueiis cl ateus <4 6 
New ecumenical commission to meet shortly in the Federal Republic .............+. PILES Sc 7 
500th anniversary iprepdrations of Wigetin Luther's, Dicth in V9G8 i ae © als sue sgngege apecioe eens. nue sage Oe 9 
Berlin-Brandenburg chooses new bishop ........ la apie © anba inns sian iota Nae isi Si: ciniin ra syste ie As asin 5 cake | ee 
More women in parish than town councils ......... ST Or kd OS C Cuckoo bu dlin so. 0) sheh sas gahacusds agile vesie aun, wks ks gs 0.7% 12 
World Council to receive official visit of GDR ete Secretary for Religious Affairs ...... Pe illic 
GDR Protestants send 40,000 bibles to Vietnam ...... aceite; ayaa Soeye- et ele: here) 6 eeRetade <1 ss. oN iave, shensas seek C aba Reena) 
First Bible Congress to be held in the German Democratic Republic in 1982 ............... kee Cone 
Documentation: GDR State Secretary for Religious Affairs visits Ecumenical Centre ............ 16 
1 30,000 dabieendechuneheresitiivia 1. SB tee ox alee Soatte ec cc ete tte ate teeters «ad etehuee lero 5 Re is Reece 18 
GREECE 
Earthquake-hit Greece to get immediate aid ....... aioe ayer ws Modohel Matches onholededeihels, > Slat oe ho seed 
HONG KONG 


Christian delegation from the People's Republic of China visits Hong Kong .....eeceecccesseees 9 
Hong Kong church worker Honoured ve cscus «sus uly soe blew ay s oly noe ries 4 sR cine cs AM ke SR en 


HUNGARY 
Peace - God's most important gift say Hungarian Church and Jewish people .........seeeeeceeees 7 
Psalm :distfibution Zim Hungary ... W08R. oc. ecu ee te divie a bes age wie al hy See eile puede a wiial 8 elas enn a sateen gt 
Transnationals - concern of Eastern Europeans cc ee eae 17 
INDIA 


First international dialogue for’ Hindus and Christians 2..9.3.-.-¢e~.s6s554ue84 oeez cuss MORO « iota 
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INDONESIA 

Remote Indonesian mountain area hit by earthquake ..........eecee--05. age Ss asics es 3a RE CER bi. 7 
IRAN 

Beteaeee pee lecans POkW@en, frotin Tran. « «4 Ok Co eis ss vg-ee gee eu veededemceds a Aallad aiaae ey spntel Yo sites cane SO te... F 
ISRAEL 

Orthodox Patriarch pleads the cause of Jerusalem and Lebanon at Islamic *sommit’::):: dwt ahd ee 4 

New Patriarch of Jerusalem and All Palestine ........... cone SOUR ENE Bete L) ue, 30% rast oe Heise, 6 
ITALY 

Italian Churches present seven million dollar reconstruction Plan? .2axs . (ehLGne bab head acels otic A 

WCC appeals for Italian reconstruction Planwg. esse aiadodshel.s) sloliefete Ln fal ents eth doncs, SNe fe kses Sieh soi... 2 

Italian Protestants continue aid to eattihquake Victims? 261 .tateseib asas oo ie. Lefon b sfeisieisteyscs << 2 7 

Runcie sets out some hard questions for Rome .......... eyetac. ol syegetnve ay Metsveraueterens 3 SKE, GOI Onn Ceo ES 8 

RE OU ON Oa eh a a le a wissiae Ske' 6.8 ii'e! oa iai sya ol ars, MURA aye aaEs « « 1, 
JAMAICA 

A new type of evangelization campaign in the Caribbean ......... APS e SSE eee eae BO C5 ore Dee 11 
KAMPUCHEA 

Church aid to Kampuchea enters new phase ......... SSR DEN Hd SOF eye) phen Sd gute eueosoy alone, ae CA WORRCACAGIC ECHO UNTNS 6 
KENYA 

African Churches plan Fourth Assembly ............. w8ateo. fe deetal-sis as Best lf otha «Sys la aldialet chee os 8 
LEBANON 

Orthodox Patriarch pleads the cause of Jerusalem and Lebanon at Islamic summit ey ae suber cfol.elist'e 4 

Bemanonein con: Lieb. 65 5).\0b kicks o's Cao casera ara ie ORE siariet at erode) SyWemaarralioie; susl-oheuele eveletatalerctarets cletsss adeiore ae Meccmiee si 

Lebanon and Central America concern WCC's International Affairs Commission .......eecceeee.. Mae ANA 

Urgent appeal for peace in Lebanon and Middle East from WCC ......eccseevee. EAGT CS ES Pie aioe s,s 14 

erarement 10 Lebanon oo. ds se.0.0 «.0i0.e,d.0.% 6.0 ARES OEP ORR Reed hc teen, Geena AICI SR SEN eee 14 
NAMIBIA 

Church leaders fear escalation of violence after failure of Namibia talks ...ecccccccecceecccee. ja 

Statement on Namibia (1 Executive + 1 Central Committee) .......... he B92 APA, PPLI RR: 3 SA SAMRDS 6 oe. 7 

Namibian Bishop resigns ......... DR ra are eee ee Pe a ee wd we ea aneken eee BPS PME RPL OPS RINOIGRAS DANS oo 6 12 

Food airlift to help Namibian refugees in Angola ..... Pee See Rae: SoS aoa. ANPRASBIAE WOM, SoS. 16 
NETHERLANDS 

Women and men study challenges misuse of biblical, texts ....cccccccccccccucccencce che Mesits) disvagain < 58 1 
NEW ZEALAND 

Waitangi Day questioned ...... CTE TL* BHBHDENTEA TAHAGTAS* C86 Bhs eee kdb Looe e, Re Pe ok & Ae 4 

New Zealand Church Council elects first woman president ....... Patt ae RN ot ke Oe eA icrehois tones 14 
NICARAGUA 

New era in “Nicaragua iiciciisce: encase TAL ATS Mae Semetanes se. Seer er eMOR, (sven. owordrila..... 3 

Nicaraguan literacy campaign nominated for Nobel Prize ..... Hy Piss CAS DROSS MSA. Bee cs 5 
NORWAY 

Disabled (persons Mot “another ." good cause u aes ¥ siniei duiem oki oo. v ainisig a Fey Noe ap tot cee Se eee NAF, 4 

Norway's parliament wants more independent church ........-..00. ky teh hae Peta tee alert hatched chm ehat « 16 
PAKISTAN 

Afghan refugees continue to flee’ to Pakistan Saino  Sieueieloucyeusue Ge sores oe CRE eT see te CNT PieAdd Slee) ss 9 
POLAND 

Over $ 220,000 in material aid sent to Poland ............ a aes ee te end cee ee eee Le he 2 | > ee 7 

WCC issues half million dollar appeal for Poland ........cccceececceee Leet TIARA TGA IRR sss 13 

Polish Film receives prize from ecumenical JDrY, cece cess eee eee nS EQ IR PRRs 3s. oO 


PUERTO RICO 


Development programme announced for Puerto Rican Seminary ..... oes ete oe ae PAERLEAIO4) AG 242444 8 
Baptists elect first woman president in Puerto Rico ......cuccecceccuce PAR. Vebess ssh te pmee <6 % 10 
"March to Rescue Vieques" - Puerto Ricans to take to the streets . iE hee Sout ah KAb5 644 * 63 64 16 


SOUTH AFRICA 


Penitence rather than celebration say South African Churches .........cc00 ceccccccccccee Brereee sl cate 7 
Crisis looming in South Africa says Tutu .......cecececes Shee Men sfelene: «a atet a semters SE OSe pier eels ot iors oe Ricuarar al 
UN Seminar commends campaign against loans to South npereas aiel sialic, =) 8 Siet wial eel omeltels SO eo Cin wiry eR Re 11 
Tutu ready to work with government for peaceful change .....ccccccccccccccvccccccce ee SAS ae 13 
Britain still supplying arms to South Africa says report .....ceeeccceccccccccccccce Dita otk a miner ai ais 15 
US Church team refused South African visas ..... eS NIE EOD SRR re SBA as nak. wg Wi eelielei< kksaye ik cw acy 16 
Swedish Archbishop sees disaster for South Africa without radical PUA MDG w lea y's ud si seus oe kg 16 
SPAIN 


Catholic diocese aids Spanish Evangelical Church ....... ene ee ae ee De iate elt moles & shale sisi win hia) 0 0 
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SRI LANKA : ; ’ 
Church union consultation - fourth round ........ Ren ogi ela ertaus, aia aie ene enone aie 


SUDAN 
New appointment to Sudan Council of CRUE CHES! cic pete sie citsiie s stexe ls eis is (ere/sleteiane siece 


SWAZILAND 

New: head. for. Swaziland. Churches. «00000000 000000 Olt hbBGl G's «lo lly ole[sid 1S ERBU DS's 5 SPE REDE “et + 13 
SWEDEN 

New. head for Swedish Free Church Council ........eeseevescecccererecnseverecsveresesercccnewsee 8 


Church and. tourism -. international. conference planned ....eeeeeeeeeeeeeererccerrersersrecsceces 13 
Swedish Archbishop. sees disaster for South Africa without radical change ..+.++-++eeeeereeeeers 16 


SWITZERLAND ‘ oy é 

Swiss to take new measures against apartheid ....+.seeeeeees APES EAS ALLER EES ane ae eae Te 
SINGAPORE ° = 

Pray for Asia call for May --.-++++eeeee oie Sad Sale whales fe pave. 0% a SUR Th aia Glia eieie ae eo 9 one: Sie ie eon ace 8 
TURKEY 

1981 - Year of the Second Ecumenical Counc. is osble vga cle w eie-n Oe neva kale ana Re le oe ws se pee ee 1 

Potter to participate in Istanbul celebrations at PentecoSt -esecsweeeeceereereerercncs Sat gevs ii 
UGANDA 


New bishop: eléee@a*iniUganda’s oouor ss bis. les mas ehe 54298089 SE ROME EE Co see IIR” aa deae= os te 


UNITED KINGDOM 


Nuclear hearing could help form world opinion - brenop es, FRAPS IA LE, BORER, Ide AMO P. DIGI . 8 6 
Hospice founder wins Templeton Prize ...-. CR A ig a bo ee ae a i ea A, DIRT Sas Mr atets a 
Church of England gives provisional approval to GOVENAN TENG Pevatc iste tale ions 6 ahetahnnolansue: aes wheceie tem eimnmema raat 7 
Runcie sets out some hard questions for Rome ....+-+eeeeees eT PR GOS hon Ea ar Te ees ee 
Campaign called for to implement and reinforce arms embargo .......+--- ee ae ATS Sac 11 
URC approves covenanting proposals in UK ...-+-sseeeeeeee gla dca: aera’ Wid Qicle WR eee aaa ome oats 6. ae 
New president for anti-apartheid movement ..-.eeeseeeeeeesserescsrersersrssseeecs Abend t eecaee ss 
British Church Council appoints new staff Bice cyt rere PE EE Se RE Ldtiterioadoessanee= -. a 
Britain still supplying arms.to South Africa says TepOrt 254.25 ccest oan tics saa ses oe « AMER 15 
British Churches issue guidelines on dialogue ........ DBYESO, SPANO Se terete seers 2; 1a: HNas HMDS << 17 


UNITED STATES 
Disciples protest US removal of El Salvador Ambassador secccecccdeccccscccscvecsvccsgcescses o<s 
Presbyterian women urge Caution on arms SaleS 1... eee ccseseedessercceccercccsccccsscssses 8 
Stockholder actions to fight apartheid ....... Leeieraeee ses CR eee ees eee ee een se cb kpaa eR ee 
Well-known church .communicator dies in the US ....... 8 
US human rights policy — church COMcerN -..seceeensectenrncerrccecerarerecseccccesersencercse es g 
WCC statement mourns slain children; points to growing violence in the US .....seeeeeeeeeers +n nn 
US Churches evaluate justice and service issues at WCC BGs ech? BA DGom tou matot > case cee ss TAMER. <a 
Community of women and men’study ~- US regional meeting s. cece ede e cece eee eee eee eee teres es 11 
WSCF General Assembly to be held in USA ...s.eeeeeseeeeeeees eee. BPIGY. JOMNG HI INE. A LOW IIS... + 12 
Resettlement, theology and church advocacy for refugees diwcussed: it, USekaws «bike bre twee Gea" Ue 
US Presbyterians re-elect chief exeCULIVE 1... eeeeererec recess reersrncasesrrsreess eds ala pis e * i 17 


CHARS THK CST HOCH OS DOE Dw OR RTS SS 98 Ae? SS ess Ss 8 


USSR 


Metropolitan Filaret - new head of external church relations’ %",. SAL SSS nee sehen oe 
Baptist. leaders discuss peace issues at international seminar. in. MOSCOW. -sesseeces secs s cignigees > Um 


-Russian Church's publications take historical Step ..sseseeeseeereerreree Bae gate eth nak aac is 
VIETNAM 

GDR Protestants. send 40,000 bibles to Vietnam ..-.seereereresrerercrcrrs chase bas SO cae Re es 
ZIMBABWE 


Church leaders challenge oil companies to support Zimbabwe ...-.seseesereerecererrerreccrecs a 
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International, Ecumenical and Regional Christian Bodies 


International church action on Aboriginal/mining studies ........ecsecee. SEE ERE CUI Hab Pa 6 
International Organizations 
International Year of Disabled Persons 1981 ............ Bo. FSA ONE. Se ROU FSi. 8. MOIS LAIAL. Deh TS. 5 
Human rights violence in El Salvador documented at UN Commission mechs lesan laos. pIyT. gadwrd.... 7 
UN Seminar commends campaign against loans to South Africa ...ecece ccc ccececcccccceccccccce. 11 
Ecumenical Patriarchate 
1991-6 *¥ear tof the second ‘Ecumentéal (Council ssssiadcacacadacace ACAD Le Aa, 15 CHOTA ew. 1 
New Patriarch tof Jerusalem ‘and All ‘Palestine inser: os pi eepbanl dma? eee Ua at. POLIS UD... « 6 
Celebrations mark sixteen hundredth anniversary of second ecumenical council .....ceeceeeeecceee. 17 
Roman Catholic Church 
Anglican representative at Vatican to retire ............. Bo DLOLY. VOR. WaLeats< ee adetes., J... . 6 
Pope John Padl*{l'to*visit -Worid-Counei 1°6E CHardhe@ei25.9o)] Jogleecees.od.edager. SIRI IRIS, age 10 
Catholic “diocese aidsSpanish Evangelical Church ......-cccccvccccscccus Lamar ts Pol OEIC ED EO ac 10 
WCC announces programme for visit of Pope John Paul II ...... ERR OI So chen gene: Sens aes ate Soe 13 
Werle Counerieedcts to assassination. attempt. on Popen..cs-uscaceecuecccemcacccrc etc eeer 14 
Roman Catholics - World Council of Churches affirm steadily SSE Ne col AUOTA GION 6 st «wus waka. en 17 
Roman Catholic/Methodist talks - "shared understanding" ..........e..0-- renee Rie we © tone @ adain am thie 18 
World Christian Communions 
Salvation’ Army delegation‘ visits: World® Council°of Churches! 0.06 ..0004. Say Ee Wedlaed te haem... 16 
World Council of Churches 
WCC appeals for Italian reconstruction plan ...... Si eo OES akan eis Neuala to ee Rewsice VeeeNe a ua avun aca che tedaaa Gy oA 2 
WCC to hold public hearing on nuclear disarmament ..........ceeeeee Malian gha a akarer ats eal ate qs vatuoal tse Genie a as fake 4 
World Muslim Congress official visits WCC ....... Mabatera tre se eee tht ate. LM Me LABS EG Stl, AR Lee thal? . 4 
WCC Executive Committee makes wide ranging review ....... LARA TEA Rte a PECHA INL LG Eheee <4 < . 5 
PCRYpublishesvfinancial’ needs: for 1984. wesw vedic R) MPa Som. oDAreMetRI, a REED oI AICTE Eee, See ER Sk 6 
New staff appointments at the WCC ...............04. eA CES OUP aa Oy SOS Age er BE ete IM os = 7 
WCC statement mourns slain children points to growing violence in the US ......ccccccececcccccuce 9 
Pope John Paul II to visit World Council of Churches ..... ; SFG MERE oS oR UE da ELC ARRAN...» 10 
US Churches evaluate justice and service issues at WCC seminar .......... Sieheataleke sTeikse skabethlt NE ss! > 10 
WCC expresses support for Lyon hunger strikers ..... Sua cia a teterete tee) « ites aYeelante te feienh se) esate te AEROS ANNES & sus BZ 
WCC announces programme for visit of Pope John Paul II ate MM. Mere RAE On: arate LLC A, FET ict) eR bo telat s 5 13 
WOCorssueettialfiniblion dollar appeal for Poland (wre i. we awh hve.) hee LA: RUM Rett, WOM 3 os sga5 
World Council reacts to assassination attempt om Pope ..........00. Rrloork. OTA, SS Oe a, Us ©. eee 14 
World Council to receive official visit of GDR State Secretary for ReligdoumAfiatve, snerok.... 14 
Closer links promised between LWF and WCC ..........ccceeecccceces Meh ARs: et RAIL | PROTO ERs 6 15 
Salvation Army delegation visits World Council of Chit chee RIABIN, DeLee Fe w4d seaksetes® oo... 16 
Orthodox Churches express desire for more participation in WCC ......ecccceccc ccc ccccccuceccccece 16 
WCC ‘team visit draws state ‘Criticism soiesise ise eee e's shat shen cBadioto tens rat esshete ator b dttote te Mohtetelaetaiaiee WER os cs 17 
New appointments at the WCC .............. - sohsheRel hshetiolehshalol sFokat okatahohetes oversee) seeienae BM Cechetaitils Medias ss es iy 
Roman Catholics- World Council of Churches affirm steadily growing collaboration ..,...... Maia s, 17 
Picrresues welcome WOO *e controversial PeamVielt tee. odes DOCU ETON TOMO, MWh Dek bet bb. 18 
Assemblies and Meetings 
Women and Men study challenges misuse of biblical texts .......-..eeees ee eee US be 1 
Pla sot.e OPensann. Lesponsible — IHtOLMALiOn 1 Europe css sc esis se ccceweescbseecssveceasscuvaveaes 2 
Major European Ecumenical Conference planned in November ..... a8 is sae bytes as. teeReeee te... 4 
WCC Executive Committee makes wide ranging review ........s+e.s.ee0e TRE TART IPE a Ase 5 
Human rights violations in El Salvador documented at UN Commission meeting .......eeeeeeeeee tie ean 
African Churches plan Fourth Assembly ............-. KROSS Cx cn these tdeded on Tin eat le Bt te Rtas ss si 8 
Churches' role in emergencies subject of specialist meeting ......... Bat hetibetesTareochs Fouts caabasere adc ases oats 9 
Cardiff meeting sets. European Churches. studys agenda, Far BS coo otece svepapere esd ehresppenie 9:0 Os tee eee ees 10 
US Churches evaluate justice and service issues at WCC Seminar .........+... SE Se ey ea ry 10 
Consultation with Chinese Church leaders ..............4. ee oe a On Ges ee 11 
WSCF General Assembly to be held in USA .........-+.-4-- Sak Aah AA a cla DARA dive a 4 svn & Boi eio.ep she's erm bo) t2 
Rauch sand sCOuULrLSm — auternatioual conLerence planned toe acca sea doe Phe eho read 6 ole e gies Seata dela sie 13 
Health care for all - theme of CMC meeting .........-eeeeee PA Pee ee cet Ah, LPG L Bobs dm os as sis 
Aopen Ghirchesusbouldenalate more’ to people, assembly “CO bd 5. Silene ce eta ea Gets eotche tinal ante si didie ales as oe 16 
World YWCA Executive meets in Geneva ....... 2 aie cual, Stchentne eee Mok ieeiac BNE cae Ere se oh sis: 5.0) i bing opi 91-4 Wing «: 3.8 io 


Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes P 
Cinven Union Consultation — fourth round <2. ..c secs. se a ie ih hk pers eee tee, POR. POCRRA, os 
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Church Leaders 


Evangelism leader knighted .......eceescseneegerseseneererces ee re er eh ene 1 
New appointment for leading Lutheran ...... re atiarien oer ehrorer Ne my staat ourem Bp chemswane capes merareenteiea seperti le Seley edn 
Church leaders fear escalation of violence after failure of Namibia “talks "vo ....s. Sekecuicxotaeesticn eee 
Orthodox Patriarch pleads the cause of Jerusalem and Lebanon at Ts lami¢ (Sumi te~<). dame eee ee 
New Patriarch of Jerusalem and All Palestine ......+4-.- awaiae tae Weasel: eyelet SHeaaaadat. OO 
Bishop Tutu nominated for peace prize Bs Mek Ney goa dps a sides ge* de Pe a ena Ke aks" oleh terval ae ee 
Runcie sets out some hard questions for Rome ....+.++-+- ee Ee Creme or sesnetes + as RAE ae Seay cm . © 
Church leaderschallenge oil companies to support IMIS Coneeangeno< Naja Fe ahah ARs eKueelee te leeane Sate eae 9 
Pope John. Paul Tl 't6 Visit WEG... 65. as paises aes Be es slo eisiaisuete ts ae. Seeness enone eile Set ae oe pier eyes p10 
New Bishop for London ...eeeeeeecensceseressesesrisrnnes BE ey Fee ae oe UP CRC a Cae sist anges oes 10 
Consultation with Chinese Church leaders ......-+++ Alar aap thats aed Gite Ragan st ewaitostatiabe ar eee ee 11 
Baptist leaders discuss peace issues at international seminar in MOSCOW ..cerereeeeceereeeercs ¥2 
Namibian bishop TeSignS .....eee eee eeeeresereees Ch PASE, ae Fa aK, Res Lh eke kk we AZ 
New bishop elected in Uganda ......seeeeeee seer rece eesceeces vtec eee eaee os RUD SEN ca eunseer eats tele ee 12 
WCC announces programme for visit of Pope John Paul I] ...seeeeneeeeserererces Renn EST ar hein, Oye 13 
World Council reacts to assassination attempt on Pope ..... Sc esa eee SS MOR Pe BSRAIE STREET a es 


Church-State Relations 


Norway's Parliament wants more independent CHUGEMe sae s eae cig. giolns Silom emioacio npn omic dine act iets. tetas 16 
Documentation: GDR State Secretary for Religious Affairs visits Ecumenical Centre ..... eaters 1G 
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SHEFFIELD FACES 


The World Council of Churches consultation on 
the communiy of women and men in the church ! 
met in Sheffield, UK, for a week in July. 
(Stories: EPS No.20). Participants, among 
them those from the Middle East (2654), heard 
several speakers, including the Lord Mayor 

of Sheffield, Enid Hattersley (2655), and 
West German theologians Jiirgen Moltmann and 
Elisabeth Moltmann-Wendel (2656). During the 
proceedings, Archbishop of Canterbury Robert 
Runcie pondered a point (2657). There were 
lighter moments, too, as participants 
exchanged an international laugh (2658). 


Photos: Carlos Reyes, London 
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WOMEN/MEN CONSULTATION 
RELEASES OPEN LETTER 


Sheffield, UK (EPS) - A 10-day international consultation on the community 
of women and men in the church has issued an open letter to Christians. 


The consultation, under the auspices of the World Council of Churches (WCC), 
included about 150 delegates from more than 50 countries. The letter 

Says those gathered here "received a foretaste of global community of women 
and men vulnerable to the pain of all forms of oppression and united in 
struggle against them". 


The letter speaks of a "world so largely controlled by men" in which women 
“suffer war, violence, poverty, exploitation and disparagement". It adds 

that "lives of men have been trapped by the effects of their having power 

and a supposed superiority". 


Societies, it says may require radical change for women and men to have a 
"new partnership as equals before God". It notes "how hard it is to 
address and envision God in ways that respect the Christian understanding 
of personhood rather than suggesting male superiority". 


The letter says that "for many women and men struggles against tyranny, 
militarism, economic exploitation and racism are the immediate task", It 
urges action against "exploitation, particularly where women and men have 
become victims of wrong patterns of development, through cheap labour, 
migrant labour, or tourist-oriented prostitution". 


In addition, it goes on, "for Many women and men there is a real pain in 
the frustrations of a church life controlled by male leadership, where, 
for instance, women feel called to the ministry of word and sacraments 
and ordination is not open to them or where the church has not responded 
to creative developments in society". 


Regional groupings played what conference officials described as an 
unexpectedly strong role in the meeting. Particularly influential was a 
statement from Third World participants distributed toward the meeting's 
midway point. | 


It spoke of a "growing feeling of frustration among a large number of 
Third World delegates that the concerns and issues expressed so far in the 
plenaries have had little relevance to where we are and where we come from". 


They urged discussion of the consultation subject within the "global context 
of desparate struggle against exploitation and poverty, hopelessness and 
despair". 


Later, a prologue by Third World participants to a report on the seven 
consultation sections spoke of sexual discrimination as a "faceless, 
formless beast... threatening and making objects of us all, women and men". 


The prologue adds that "all of us" are "engaged in a process of exploitation 
of the less fortunate. We Christians in the Third World", itsays, "are 

the privileged minority. We exploit and oppress, we grow fat from the 
labour of thousands. Our rich women make slaves of our unfortunate sisters. 
We share in this guilt of dehumanising." 


(more) 
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The prologue speaks of an “iceberg of exploitation that we are all guilty 
of", including that "capitalism uses cheap labour all over the world" which 


means “women and men... become cogs in the wheels of technology". 


The statement also criticizes the dumping of cigarettes, drugs, alcohol, 
infant formulas and some contraceptives in Third World markets and speaks 
of "changing patterns of tourism" which encourage a "thriving business in 
prostitution". 

EPS 


WOMEN/MEN CONSULTATION 
ISSUES RECOMMENDATIONS 


Sheffield, UK (EPS) - The World Council of Churches (WCC) consultation on 
the community of women and men in the church, has issued a report and 
recommendations reflecting seven major areas of its work. 


The 10-day gathering at the university here came after a three-year study 
process. It involved hundreds of local and regional study groups. 


The consultation's report and recommendations cover the authority of the 
Bible; identity and relationships; ministry and worship; marriage, family 
and life-style; authority and church structures; freedom and justice; and 
tradition . 


The section on freedom and justice stresses the inter-relationship of all 
freedom struggles. It calls racism, sexism, classism, and all other forms 
of domination "one demonic symphony of oppression". 


Focusing as one example on international tourism and prostitution, the 
report urges the WCC and member churches in areas concerned to set up 
programmes to eliminate organized prostitution by international tourist 
firms. 


A portion of the report faults "the old economic order" which has "brought 
about mass poverty, glaring inequalities, social injustices, militarization, 
ignorance and fear among the people in every country". Affirming 
solidarity with victims of personal and institutional violence, it also 
allows that "there are certain occasions on which women and men can be 
called to action with the oppressed or in solidarity with them" and urges 
continued Christian involvement in "liberation struggles". 


The section on ministry and worship deals with women's ordination but 
begins with a call to strengthen lay ministry by giving better training 
and wider responsibility. 


Concerning women's ordained ministry, the report recognises the plurality 
of practice among churches, and calls for "continuing ecumenical exploratior 
of churches with different practices being in communion. Also requested 
are "careful enquiry... into the significance of representation and 
symbolism of Christ in the ordained ministry" and further study of the 
"diaconal dimension of all ministries". 


(more) 


No.20 - 23 July 1981 5 


The section on marriage, family and life-style underlines the importance 

of the Christian family as a dynamic social force that can influence the 
power exercised by political and cultural agencies and through the media. 
The WCC is urged to recommend to member churches and the United Nations 
that a decade be set aside for special emphasis on the family. The section 
sees "alternative life styles" as a label to marginalize people who don't 
live in nuclear families. The report prefers instead to talk of "changing 
patterns of family life" and urges stronger awareness of the single person 
in churches and the needs of single-parent families. 


The section on the place of Scripture challenges all Bible interpreters to 
examine the assumptions they bring to their readings, especially concerning 
the survival and freedoms of other classes and races. Misuse of Scripture 
to endorse oppression is noted and concepts of biblical authority itself 
are re-examined in the section. Though the "authoritative word of God", 
the Bible still reflects a diversity of traditions; though written in a 
patriarchal context, it contains "anti-patriarchal passages of great 
importance", the report says. It welcomes different biblical perceptions 

of God and stresses the need to keep God language and imagery inclusive 

and to make Bible interpretation a task of the whole community. 


The section on authority and church structures describes a new perception 
of power that women would bring-"limitless, mutually shared and ever- 
expanding for the use of the whole human community". Such a perception 
removes the need for power games and domination between women and men, 
Says the report. 


It goes on to list things that "block the empowering of women and men 

in the church", including "rigid hierarchical structures" and "fundamentalist 
interpretation of Scripture” .. Recommendations from the section ask a 50 per 
cent quota for women in church structures. 


The section on identity and relationships offers a vision of a new, 
inclusive community of mutual respect, equality and partnership,.and joy 
that values differences and diversity and gives supreme value to loving 
relationships. 


Such a community would help its members accept and value their sexuality, 
even when sexual attitudes and orientations differ. The section urges 
continued attention to sexuality questions. 


Another section of the report says various traditions may be a positive 
renewing force in building a new community of women and men. It warns 

against Christianity generally dismissing local traditions, especially 

in the Third World. 
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THEOLOGIANS REACT TO 
WOMEN/MEN CONSULTATION 


Sheffield, UK (EPS) - About 250 delegates, staff,consultants, guests and 
journalists from more than 50 countries converged on this industrial city 
in the English midlands for a 10-day consultation on the community of 
women and men in the church. 


They left behind many pages of report and recommendations, especially for 
the World Council of Churches (WCC) - consultation sponsor - and its nearly 
300 member bodies in about 100 countries. 


One of those who will have to deal with them is William Lazareth, director 
of the WCC faith and order sub-unit. For him, the Sheffield message is 
clear: "Sexism is sin that prompts schism". 


"The myth of female inferiority distorts the church's faith and corrupts 

the church's order", he continued. He added that the consultation 
"challenged the churches to explore and demonstrate what it means for 

their worship and witness to be created together equally in Christ's church". 


Another WCC staff executive, Barbel von Wartenberg, director of the section 
on women in church and society, said Sheffield's results are a mandate to 
"go on drawing the attention of church women everywhere to the burning 
issues of social injustice". She added that a post-Sheffield priority for 
her work is "enabling and strengthening women to participate fully with 
men in an equal dialogue on the issues raised" by the consultation process. 


Among those addressing the gathering was Archbishop of Canterbury Robert 
Runcie. The Church of England primate said "the church's ministry to 
women, at least in my own tradition, is often exercised badly and 
insensitively". 


Runcie said he is prepared for the ordination of women at some point in 

the future. But he worried aloud that a concentration on ordained ministry 
would devalue other forms of ministry by Christians. 

WCC General Secretary Philip Potter called the community study a "test of 
our faith and of the ecumenical movement". He said it brought home to 

him the "incredible pain and agony" women suffer in a male dominated church 


as well as "the extraordinary love and patient endurance and perseverance 
which lies behind it". . 


3 


Potter faulted the "heresy" of dualism in church and society which stereo- 
typically associates women with flesh and men with Spirit, women with 


things private and men with things public, women with meekness and men 
with power. 


German theologians Jiirgen and Elisabeth Moltmann asked in a joint 
presentation if the church is prepared to "take seriously" women "who have 
been kept in tutelage" and are now "coming of age". 


Sri Lanka theologian Tissa Balasuriya linked sex, race, and class oppression. 
He said all three tend to regard another "not as a free, responsible person 


or human community, but as an object, a thing to be used for one's pleasure, 
power or profit". 


(more) 


No.20 - 23 July 1981 7 


Other presenters included USA psychotherapist Jean Baker Miller, French 
theologian Elisabeth Behr-Sigel, and Cameroon academic Rose Zoé-Obianga. 
Phyllis Tribble, Old Testament professor at Union Seminary, New York City, 
was Bible study leader. 


In her presentation on the Garden of Eden account in Genesis, she suggested 
that "rather than legitimating the patriarchal culture from which it comes", 
it "places that culture under judgment and thus it can function to 

liberate, not to enslave us". 


EPS 


CONSULTATION CONSIDERS GLOBAL 
PERSPECTIVES IN THEOLOGICAL ED 


Toronto (EPS) - How does one give seminary students a global perspective? 
About 150 participants from 50 North American seminaries wrestled with 
that and related questions at a four-day World Council of Churches (WCC) 
consultation here sponsored by its Programme on Theological Education. 


"The battle for global solidarity in theological education is fought and 
won or lost in the teaching of the Bible, in the teaching of church 
history, of systematic theology, of dogmatics, of pastoral theology. 

If it is not fought at that level, all that we add in terms of other 
fancy things will not help very much", said opening plenary speaker José 
Miguez-Bonino, one of the six WCC presidents. 


Theological educators do not lack vision, the Argentinian scholar said, 
but ‘the most difficult thing is to translate vision into disciplined, 
persistent, lucid work so that great themes can really change conditions - 
otherwise vision can be a form of escape", 


Melinda Roper, president of the Maryknoll, N.Y., Roman Catholic women's 
missionary order, challenged Western theologians to "contribute to the 
liberation of the Christian tradition so that it may function more freely 
in emerging global structures, laws and systems". 


J. Deotis Roberts, president of Interdenominational Theological Center, 
Atlanta, stressed that oppression and suffering of minorities past and 
present are a message about a God of hope rather than one of triumphal 
success. 


"Theological students I meet are not asking whether God exists, but whether 
God cares", he said. "Seminaries must be prepared to buck the system 
where governments scrap social welfare programs and where so-called moral 
majorities preach against lust and embrace greed". 


He also called for seminaries to exchange students and faculty. "Exchange 
between black and white seminaries could be a way of sharing resources to 
mutual enrichment as well as showing that we take pluralism seriously", 

he suggested. 


The consultation included 12 workgroups on such subjects as racism, peace 
and disarmament, the world economic order, feminism, the urban Situation, 
and ecumenism and mission. 


(more) 
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A variety of documents and films about El Salvador made up a case study on 
introducing such an issue and educational technique into a seminary 
program. 


Among the responses to one evening of concentrated attention to that 
topic was caution against "romanticizing" such a complex and tragic 
subject or ignoring injustice nearer each seminary's doorstep. 


Samuel Proctor, Harlem pastor and education school professor at Rutgers 
University in New Jersey warned in a keynote sermon against a God who is 
"more at home in the Pentagon than in a temple of worship". He said a 
"God of justice and moral integrity above religious and cultural 
particularism is a prerequisite for global community of depth, durability 
and a sense of destiny". 


The Toronto consultation follows gatherings on the issue since 1977 in 
Switzerland, the Philippines, and the German Democratic Republic. 


EPS 


ASIA FLOODS FUND 
APPEAL LAUNCHED 


Geneva (EPS) - In the wake of major flood damage in India, an appeal for 
financial contributions to an Asia Floods Fund has been made here by a 
World Council of Churches (WCC) agency. 


The WCC Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee and World Service, 
estimates that US$ 500,00 will be necessary from the fund by the end of 
the annual Asian monsoon season this fall. 


A commission staff report on the India situation estimates flooding left 
perhaps three million people homeless in all states of north India by the 
latter part of July. At that time, more than 300 were dead. 


By mid-July, US$ 100,000 from the fund was sent to the Churches Auxiliary 
for Social Action in India to help meet needs for clothing, feeding, shelter, 
and medical assistance. Further aid requests were expected as relief 
operations expanded. 


EPS 
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CHURCH MATERIAL AID 
FIGURES ANNOUNCED 


Geneva (EPS) - Material aid shipments by 17 national church agencies in 
12 countries and the World Council of Churches Commission on Inter-Church 
Aid, Refugee and World Service totalled US$ 76.4 million last year. The 
previous year's figure was US$ 53.0 million. 


In 1980, most of the aid went to Africa (US$ 34.1 million), Asia (24.8) and 
Latin America (10.9). Three countries received more than US$ 5 million 
each - Kampuchea (10.6), India (8.7) and Tanzania (6.7). 


More than half the aid shipped in terms of dollar value was either food 
(31.3 percent) or health or medical supplies or equipment (26.9 percent). 


Besides CICARWS, agencies covered in the report include United Church of 
Canada, Danchurchaid (Denmark), Brot fiir die Welt (German Democratic 
Republic), Dutch Inter-Church Aid, Church World Service (New Zealand) , 
Norchurchaid (Norway), HEKS (Switzerland), Christian Aid (UK), American 
Friends Service Committee (USA), Church World Service (USA) , Lutheran 

World Relief (USA), Mennonite Central Committee (USA), Swedish National 
Committee of the Lutheran World Federation, Finnish National Committee of 
the Lutheran World Federation, German Institute for Medical Mission (Federal 
Republic of Germany), Procurement Office for German Mission Societies (FRG), 
and Diakonisches Werk (FRG). 


The report was released by Helmut Reuschle, CICARWS material aid secretary. 


EPS 


LEBANON YWCA 
IN PEACE CALL 


Geneva (EPS) - The YWCA of Lebanon has appealed for an end to financial 
backing for various militias in the country and for other countries to 
"stop meddling in the internal affairs of Lebanon", 


Its appeal was released by the World Young Women's Christian Association 
(YWCA) here. 


The Lebanese appeal also urges that "help be given to legal authorities 
to regain control of the country so that Lebanon can live again as a free 
democracy", and that others "join us in prayer for peace". 


The YWCA call says that "as a result of the continuing violence Lebanon is 
living in chaos. The law courts are still inactive and the economy 
seriously damaged. 


"But worse than that", it continues, "will be the traumatization and 
devitalization of the Lebanese people if the crisis continues ... High 
inflation is triggering other social conditions, one of them the 
disappearance of the middle class... 


"Youth are losing interest in life", it adds, "turning to drugs for 
comfort, since many schools are closed. Many join the militias for lack of 
jobs or choose to leave the country... The future of Lebanon is very dim." 


EPS 
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ECUBITS: News from the Oikoumene 


(from secular and church sources) 


A meeting of 36 African Anglican theologians recommended that polygamous 

men not be forced to divorce any of their wives before being communed. 
Urging pastoral sensitivity in areas where polygamy is widely accepted, 
the theologians also affirmed monogamy as God's ideal for husband-wife 
relationships. 


The Roman Catholic bishops of Nicaragua have decided four priests may keep 
their jobs in the Sandanista government - foreign minister Miguel d'Escoto, 
culture minister Ernesto Cardenal, social welfare minister Edgar Parrales, 
and youth leader Fernando Cardenal. They are not, however, to function as 
priests while in those posts. 


Congregations of the (Lutheran) Church of Norway are now free to commune 
baptized children as young as six. Since 1968 the lower age limit has been 
12. Karl Gervin, secretary of the church's liturgy commission said some 
priests want to commune even baptized infants, but the bishops would not 
sanction this. 


Two US Reformed denominations debated the role of women in church office 
at their national meetings. The General Synod of the Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian Church voted 136-101 not to consider whether to ordain women. 
The Synod of the Christian Reformed Church postponed a definitive stand on 
whether women may be deacons. The 1978 meeting said they could, but 
following protests, the 1979 synod voted to suspend implementation pending 
further study. Unable to agree on what to do about the results of the 
study, the 1981 synod voted for a new study committee to report in 1983. 


The Roman Catholic bishops of Kenya have urged the government of that 
country to improve religious education standards ... In Ghana, the national 
teachers association is calling on that government to reintroduce religious 
education in all schools. 


The USA National Association of Evangelicals has announced a nationwide 
"Save the Family" campaign for 1982. It is to be preceded by a national 
mail and advertising effort this fall. 


The 30th Finnish Church Days concentrated on racial discrimination. 

A statement cited problems of Gypsies and Lapps in Finland and 
"hostility towards foreigners, especially those with dark skins" which, 
it said, "has also been increasing in recent years". 


The board of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland has expressed 
reservations about a recent proposal from the Finnish labour ministry. 
It would allow alternative service in parishes for those objecting to 
compulsory military duty. The church, the board said, should be able to 
"examine the suitability of each individual" for parish work. 


(more) 
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The foreign affairs committee of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland 
and the country's ecumenical council have jointly urged the South African 
government to restore the passport of Anglican Bishop Desmond Tutu, chair 
of the South African Council of Churches. 


The social action commission of the Peru Roman Catholic bishops and the 
church primate have charged the government with torturing prisoners accused 
of left-wing political activity. The government dismisses the charges as 
rumours. 


Two New Zealand bishops - one Roman Catholic, the other Anglican - joined in 
a civil court effort to block the controversial visit to the country by a 
rugby team from white-minority-ruled South Africa. It failed, and the team 
began its tour in mid-July. 


An estimated one African in eight is Roman Catholic according to figures 
from the Roman Catholic information agency Fides. Its report of population 
in 54 African countries counts 56.7 million Roman Catholics in 4 population 
of about 456 million. 


General secretaries of east and central African national Bible societies 
held a one-week workshop in Nairobi and urged measures to do away with 
dependence on foreign sources of funds. They called instead for African 
"self-reliance for present and future church development". | 


The recent halving of the exchange rate by the Somalia central bank is 
threatening international relief aid to refugees there, Africa Press Service 
reports. Overseas currencies now buy half of what they did before the 
action, designed to relieve the country's difficult economic situation. 


The Roman Catholic Church of Kenya has endorsed closer ties with the 
government information ministry as a major part of its new communications 
strategy. 


Australian Lutherans and Anglicans have okayed an agreed statement on 
baptism, each affirming baptisms performed under the auspices of the other. 


Patriarch Pimen, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, says the church's 
bishops and other clergy fully Support the recent appeal by the Soviet 
parliament for early talks on limiting nuclear arms; He offered to host a 
world conference of religious leaders to discuss ways to save humanity 
from nuclear destruction. 


Fifty years of official communion between Anglicans and Old Catholics, 
formalized by the Bonn Agreement of 1931, were celebrated in several places 
this summer, including a golden jubilee eucharist in Westminster Abbey 
concelebrated by the heads of the two communions, Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runcie and Archbishop of Utrecht Marinus Kok. 


Soviet scientists say relics of three Russian saints are really bones of 
14th century Mongol invaders. Their findings are to be included in a new 
atheism museum in Suzdal. 
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EMBARGOED FOR RELEASE AT 04.30 GMT, MONDAY, 10 AUGUST 1981 


INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT 
URGED FOR ABORIGINES 


Sydney (EPS) - A five-member visitation team from the World Council of 
Churches (WCC) says "only international solidarity can bring the necessary 
pressure" to improve the situation of Australia's Aborigines. 


The group's 96-page report on its 1/-day visit in June and July at the 
request of the Australian Council of Churches (ACC) was released here 
10 August. 


Most of its criticism focuses on Queensland and Western Australia, two of 
five Australian states in which the group visited Aboriginal communities. 
The two, it says, "have consistently acted in hostile and racist ways to 
prevent Aborigines from gaining lands or any measure of self determination". 


It also urges the Australian federal government to "use its constitutional 
powers to bring the delinquent states into line... and to insure that land 
rights legislation is enacted in order to secure justice and equality for 
Aboriginal Australians". 


In 1967, Australians voted overwhelmingly to give federal authorities 
responsibility for Aboriginal affairs. 


Calling "land rights and self determination... two of the basic issues of 
self identity" the report says Aborigines are "invisible, unseen, and unheard" 
in Australia, where they are about one percent of the population of 
approximately 15 million. 


It calls Aborigines' "struggle to survive as a people... not ONLY. a 
political and economic" but also one with a "deeply religious dimension". 
There is, it adds, a "massive gulf" between most white Australian Christians 
and Aborigines. It calls for "more boldly prophetic words and tangible 
sacrificial deeds if the gospel is to have credibility in Australia". 


The report cites official statistics reflecting Aboriginal problems -— 

an average life span of 52 years, 20 fewer than for whites; three of eight 
in the Aboriginal workforce unemployed; in the 200 years since the white 
arrival, only six Aboriginal lawyers and no medical doctors or dentists 
trained. 


The visitation team was led by Anwar Barkat, head of the WCC Programme to 
Combat Racism. Other members came from UK, GDR, Zaire, and Costa Rica. 
Their report suggests churches draw attention to the Aboriginal situation 
when heads of Commonwealth governments meet in Melbourne beginning 

30 September. 


EPS 
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DIALOGUE GUIDELINES: NO 
"COERCIVE PROSYLETISM' 


Geneva (EPS) - The international Consultation on the Church and the Jewish 
People (CCJP) has unanimously approved Jewish-Christian dialogue guidelines 
which reject "coercive proselytism", that is, "whatever violates the right 
of the human person to be free from external coercion in religious matters". 


The CCJP is an agency of the World Council of Churches, headquartered here. 
The guidelines were released in August after being discussed and approved 
at a consultation meeting in London at the end of June. 


"Christians are called to witness to their faith in word and deed", the 
guidelines affirm. "The church has a mission and it cannot be otherwise". 


But, they continue, "Christians have often distorted their witness by 
coercive proselytism". They call "steps towards assuring non-coercive 
practices... of highest importance". 


Beyond the rejection of coercion, however, the guidelines note Christian 
disagreement on "what constitutes authentic forms of witness", towards 
non-Christians in general and Jews in particular. 


The document urges Christians to "face honestly the tragic history of 
antisemitism" and "to fight antisemitism with all the resources at their 


disposal, the more so since there are disturbing signs of new and increased 
antisemitism in many parts of the world... 


'The church must learn", the guidelines add, "so to preach and teach the 
gospel as to make sure that it cannot be used against the Jewish people". 


In a section on "the land", the guidelines say "the need for the state of 
Israel to exist in security and peace... is of paramount importance in 
any dialogue with Jews". They urge Christians in such dialogue to "also 
recognize the need of Palestinians for self-determination and expression 
of their national identity". 


The document notes that "many Christians find it difficult to grasp this 
essential nature of the Jewish attachment" to the "land of the fathers and 
the land of promise’. It asks Christians to "examine their theology and 
the history of their own faith on this point in any dialogue with Jews 
concerning the meaning of the land". 


The guidelines call it a "short... step from Christian theologies in which 
Judaism play a "negative role" to "overt acts of condescension, persecutions, 
and worse". They urge "Christians to listen... to ways in which Jews 
understand their history and their traditions... ‘in their own terms'". 


Consultation moderator is Krister Stendahl, professor and former dean at 
Harvard Divinity School, Cambridge, Mass., USA. Other consultants came 
from France, Federal Republic of Germany, Great Britain, Netherlands, 
Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Soviet Union, USA, Canada, Argentina, India, and 
Israel (including two Arab Christian ordained ministers). Jewish and 
Roman Catholic observers were also present. 


EPS 
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KENYA PRESIDENT OPENS 
AFRICA CHURCH ASSEMBLY 


Nairobi (EPS) - Kenyan President Daniel Arap Moi urged representatives of 
more than 100 African denominations from about 40 countries to avoid 
internal disagreements and to be more flexible in dealing with current 
problems. 


Moi spoke at the opening of the fourth general assembly (3-12 August) of 
the All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) based here. 


"The church is still weakened, in its overall task and impact, by a number 
of divisions and a catalogue of different labels in many parts of Africa", 
he said. "We have seen struggles, differences and jealousies within 
churches that could not fail to result in diminished pastoral influence". 


Citing the church's "disciplined structures" and narrow but powerful 
place in the social order in the past, Moi said "today it seems that the 
churches must be more flexible, applying less devotion to structures than 
to their association with and service to the people". 


The Kenyan president commended church efforts to aid the continent's five 
million refugees, voiced concern about a decline in the morality of 
African young people, and condemned white-minority rule in South Africa. 


Besides opening the assembly, Moi agreed to preside over a drive for 
funds to complete the AACC headquarters. 


Before the assembly began, nearly 100 women took part in a special three- 
day consultation on such issues as women and human rights and church 
traditions, rural women, and female participation in nation- and church- 
building. 


Participants urged churches, governments and other bodies to discourage 
and ignore "forces" which continue to regard women as "weak beings". 


Theme of the assembly was "Following the Light of Jesus Christ", with an 
emphasis on healing in African churches and nations. Among topics on the 
agenda were refugees, militarism, food and development, urbanization and 
unemployment, human rights, evangelism and ecumenism, wealth and social 
morality, reconstructions and rehabilitation, women, youth, and southern 
Africa. 


Previous AACC assemblies were in Kampala (1963), Abidjan (1969), and 
Lusaka (1974). 


An advance report on the assembly from All Africa Press Service noted that 
the healing emphasis also applied to the AACC itself, without an executive 
head for three years until the installation last January of Maxime 
Rafransoa of Madagascar as AACC general secretary. In the interim, staff 
and programmes were cut considerably. 


The AACC secretariat proposed several areas of commitment to the assembly 
including consultancy and advisory services for member denominations, 
visitation and exchange programs, national and regional workshops, and 
interpretation of the African church situation to overseas ecumenical 


partners. 
EPS 
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CONSULTATION: NO 'NEVER' 
TO AFRICAN NUCLEAR ENERGY 


Jos, Nigeria (EPS) - A conference on the African context of questions of 
faith, science, and the future, has called a "universal moratorium on 
nuclear energy" in Africa "unfair and unrealistic". 


The meeting here with a group of African scientists was under the auspices 
of a World Council of Churches (WCC) church and society working committee. 


The consultation's four reports deal with energy, science education, 
science and technology as power, and the African context of faith and 
science. 


The energy report observes that "our countries should endeavour to develop 
local sources of energy rather than committing themselves to complex and 
expensive technologies such as nuclear energy, which... only furthers their 
dependence on highly industrialized countries". 


However, it continues, "there are... some countries where nuclear energy 
might already be the only viable option for large-scale generation of 
energy". It adds that "in view of the fact that South Africa has already 
acquired nuclear technology, it is politically unacceptable, for some 
African countries, not to go ahead with their own development of nuclear 
technology". 


In August 1980, the WCC Central Committee called for a five-year moratorium | 
on nuclear power plant construction. 


Speaking of energy development in general, the report says it "cannot 
emphasize strongly enough" that "the top priority is the improvement of 
the living conditions for the poor. 


"Decisions about energy are finally political and economic decisions and... 
must reckon with the needs of the poor. This means," it adds, "an explicit 
commitment to their cause, by governments, by churches and by individuals". 


Other reports from the group speak of both benefits and negative results 
of science and technology. The call for a discriminating appreciation and 
application of both "traditional knowledge and experience" and "new 
scientific knowledge". 


EPS 
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ANGLICANS , ORTHODOX HOLD 
ANNUAL DOCTRINAL TALKS 


Chambesy, Geneva (EPS) - The annual meeting of the international Anglican/ 
(Eastern) Orthodox Joint Doctrinal Commission considered the church, the 
triune God, and tradition during its week of sessions 20-27 July, at the 
Orthodox conference centre in this Geneva suburb. 


A communiqué after the meeting described the unity of the church as taking 
"concrete form as the church, gathered round the bishop in the common 
celebration of the holy eucharist..." 


Regarding the Christian doctrine of a triune God, the communiqué says a 
sub-commission strongly emphasized that "at the heart of the Christian 
life there lies a personal experience of God, who reveals himself in 
Jesus Christ and in the Holy Spirit". 


The report adds that "we must not understand doctrinal formulae in any 
way which detracts from the mystery of God... handed down in the church 
from the apostles by the theologians of the first Christian centuries . 


On the controverted subject of whether Christians should confess that the 
Holy Spirit “proceeds from the Father" or "from the Father and the Son” 
(the filioque clause used by Anglicans and most western Christians in 

the Nicene Creed, a 4th-century statement of Christian belief), the 
communiqué says "Anglicans expressed their appreciation for the Orthodox 
exposition ... and the new perspective this gave on the doctrinal reasons 
why the filioque has no place in the creed". 


As for church tradition, the communiqué says "within the freedom of the 
Anglican Communion there is a commitment and responsibility to tradition" 
and among Orthodox "there exist freedom and understanding of tradition 
as the constant action of the Holy Spirit in the church". 


The group meets next in Canterbury 12-19 July 1982 to continue discussions 
on the three topics and hear papers on apostolicity of the church, 
Christian holiness, and Christian worship. The 38-person commission is 
co-chaired by Canadian Anglican Bishop Henry Hill and British Eastern 
Orthodox Archbishop Methodius. 


EPS 
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WORLD METHODISTS 
MEET IN HONOLULU 


Honolulu (EPS) - John Wesley might not have recognized the setting but he 
would have felt right at home with the heart-warming fellowship and the 
concern for the faith and future of peoples everywhere when more than 
3,000 of his spiritual descendents from all parts of the globe gathered 
here (21-28 July) for the 14th World Methodist Conference. 


The Pacific setting, the first ever in 100 years of such meetings,with its 
plethora of cultures and scenery, underscored both the reach of the Wesleyan 
movement and the extent of its interests. 


By the time a final aloha was said, delegates from about 65 countries 
endorsed enthusiastically continuing the evangelism programme launched 

in 1971, voiced solidarity with the poor, hungry and oppressed, called on 
the 63 member bodies of the World Methodist Council to enter fully into 
the field of television, urged further theological dialogue with Roman 
Catholics and Lutherans, and installed leaders for the next five years. 


In a series of resolutions, unprecedented in both number and scope for such 
a gathering. The WMC condemned white-minority-ruled South Africa for its 

policy of racial separation, supported independence for Namibia, denounced 
USA activities in El Salvador, scored superpower arms and activities in the 


Middle East and called on member churches to. see that women and men are 
treated equally. 


Leticia Ramos Shahani, a United Nations assistant secretary-general in 
Vienna and a member of the United Church of Christ in the Philippines, 
sounded a note that was picked up by a number of speakers. She said 
underdevelopment that affects so many people in Third World countries 
poses a far greater danger to peace than the arms race. 


A concluding open-air rally came after a 1.5 km march by the 3,000 Methodists 
along the streets of Waikiki, a witness not often seen in that pleasure- 
seeking area. 


South African church leader Abel Hendricks and London street preacher 
Donald Soper received the WMC peace award. Elected to succeed British 
Methodist leader Kenneth Greet as WMC chair was William Cannon, a USA 
bishop in the United Methodist Church. 


- Robert Lear* 


*Robert Lear is a United Methodist communication officer 
based in Evanston (Illinois) USA. 
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POLISH AID BY CHURCHES 
PASSES US$ 1 MILLION 


Geneva (EPS) - The total cost of. food and medicines shipped to Poland 
under the auspices of the German Diakonisches Werk agencywas expected to 
be about US$ 1.1 million by the end of August. 


The aid programme was begun last December by DW on behalf of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) inter-church aid commission (CICARWS) in 
cooperation with the Lutheran World Federation. 


Main recipients of the aid shipments have been the Polish Ecumenical 
Council, the Evangelical Church of Augsburg Confession in Poland, and 
the government health ministry. . 


In a late July Polish situation report, CICARWS Europe secretary Uffe 
Gjerding and material aid secretary Helmut Reuschle anticipate a "most 
difficult period" in the"coming winter season". They urge ‘continued 
assistance and expression of solidarity by the ecumenical fellowship". 


Besides CICARWS and DW units, contributions for the Polish aid effort have 
been received from several Federal German teritorial churches and church 
institutions, and church sources in Austria, Sweden, Norway, Holland and 
Denmark. 


EPS 


WORLD LUTHERAN PRESIDENT 
URGES COMBATTING PAGANISM 


Turku, Finland (EPS) - The president of the Lutheran World Federation says 
millions of pagans need evangelization -- not least in "so-called Christian 
countries" of Europe and North America. 


Josiah Kibira, a bishop in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania, 
spoke here to the annual meeting of the LWF Executive Committee. "Millions 
of people", he said, "are simply modern, learned and sophisticated pagans, 
to put it bluntly". 


He also said he detects increasing "conservatism and paternalism... among 
some mission-related groups". 


Also addressing the committee, LWF general secretary Carl Mau said Lutherans 
understand themselves as a movement for renewal and unity within the church 


catholic, but are cautious about world structures exercising authority over 
local churches. 


In his address he reviewed several world Lutheran ecumenical relationships. 
Referring to what an LWF report called "problems" between the LWF and the 
World Council of Churches, both based in the same building in Geneva, Mau 
said a frank consultation between representatives of the two organizations 
last May made it clear that both have "important but differing complementary 
tasks". He said several avenues are being opened to develop closer relation- 
ships and intensify further cooperation between the two organizations. 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from the Oikoumene 
(compiled from church and secular sources) 


The boyhood denomination of USA President Ronald Reagan has urged his 
administration to stop deporting refugees from El Salvador. Delegates to 
the assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) urged an 
investigation of alleged abuse of such refugees by USA immigration 
authorities. Delegates also endorsed efforts to oppose baby-formula 
marketing in the Third World and to boycott Nestlé, the largest company 
doing it. 


The South African Council of Churches has announced that the detention by 
the government of Sol Jacob, director of the SACC mission and evangelism 
division, will not deter its work among South African refugees in 
neighbouring countries, which he was involved in. The SACC executive 
committee said a delegation of church leaders would attempt to meet with 
the South African police minister to discuss the Jacob case. He is being 
held under a section of the country's internal security act which prohibits 
contact by his family or attorneys. 


The two largest USA Presbyterian denominations have announced a plan to 
reunite. They split at the time of that country's civil war 120 years ago. 
The plan needs approval next June by the two groups' national assemblies, 
and by two-thirds or three-fourths of their respective presbyteries 
(regional units) by the following February. The new denomination would 

be known as the Presbyterian Church (USA). 


Four USA church leaders have urged their government to deal directly with 
the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) in pursuing Middle East peace 
efforts. Three separate statements to that effect came during July from 
J. Richard Butler, head of the National Council of Churches Middle East 
and Europe office; William P. Thompson, stated clerk of the United 
Presbyterian Church; and (jointly) Avery Post, president of the United 
Church of Christ, and Kenneth Teegarden, president and general minister of 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 


Commercial "'sex tours" have been on the agenda of several religious meetings 
in recent weeks. Condemnation of the practice came from the World Council 
of Churches consultation on the community of women and men in the church, 

in Sheffield, UK. In Hawaii, the assembly of the World Federation of 
Methodist Women heard a Philippine foundation director highlight the 

growing popularity of such tours in Asia. And in Tokyo, the executive 
committee of the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan) urged its 
moderator to issue a statement of concern and set up a special committee 

on the issue. 


The moderator of the Kyodan (United Church of Christ in Japan) says he 
fears Japan "is again taking steps toward war". A statement by Ushiroku 
Toshio, endorsed by the Kyodan executive committee 17-5, says that "in the 
name of national defense, our government is implementing its policies by 
clever manipulation of public opinion..." 


(more) 
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The Roman Catholic archbishop of Seattle, Washington, USA, has called for 
"unilateral disarmament with trust and reliance on the Lord as security" 
as the "only... moral position" in the wake of "failure to achieve mutual 
disarmament''. His area is a centre of the USA arms industry. 


Julius Nyerere, president of Tanzania, told a gathering of more than 

500 Lutheran pastors that any act barring religious activities deprives 
people of their humanness. He said that in Tanzania."everybody is free to 
believe in any religion, provided this belief does not go against the 
country's laws". 


A report by the ecumenical commission for Italian Waldensians and 
Methodists says Roman Catholic emphasis on bilateral dialogues hinders 
ecumenical progress, as it "breaks down the unity of confessional and non- 
Roman churches". The report also describes Pope John Paul II as "in 


continual ecumenical movement but unmovable in his positions". 


The Roman Catholic Church in China -- independent of Vatican direction 
since 1957 -- has consecrated five new bishops. Chinese television filmed 
the traditional three-hour liturgy, conducted in Latin and Chinese, in 
Peking's Immaculate Conception cathedral. After the last episcopal 
consecration under the auspices of the Patriotic Catholic Association, in 
December 1979, the pope expressed "deep grief'’. The latest consecration 
came within weeks after the Vatican named Dominic Tang a provincial 
archbishop. He had been bishop of Canton, from which post he was removed 
by the Chinese church after accepting the Vatican appointment. 


A week-long international youth consultation (24-31 July) sponsored by the 
Lutheran World Federation has recommended that a quarter of the delegates 
to the next LWF assembly, in Budapest in 1984, be youth (defined as usually 
under 30). The youth at the consultation, from 40 LWF member bodies, also 
urged creation of an LWF youth desk and the addition of a youth member to 
the LWF executive committee and the four LWF commissions. 


Two Scottish church leaders are among dozens of UK politicians, academics, 
and religious figures who signed a full page ad in the Times of London 
criticizing USA foreign policy. The ad, whose signers include A.M. Hagegart, 
primus and bishop of Edinburgh in the Scottish Episcopal Church, and Lord 
Maclead of Fuinary, past moderator of the (Presbyterian) Church of Scotland, 
says USA concern about "containment of communism" has led it to interfere 

in the internal affairs of other countries. 


The general secretary of the British Council of Churches has issued 

statements opposing the current rugby tour to New Zealand by a team from 

South Africa, and calling on the Ethiopian government to release information 
about the whereabouts of Gudina Tumsa, general secretary of the Evangelical 
(Lutheran) Church Mekane Yesus. He was abducted by persons unknown 

28 July 1979. His wife has been detained by the government since February 1980 
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CHURCH REPS VISIT ABORIGI 


The report of a team from the World C 
of Churches which examined conditions 
Australian Aborigines is due for rele 
this month. During a three-week visi 
which ended last month, the five team 
members, who came at the request of t 
Australian Council of Churches, said 
were shocked by Aboriginal poverty. 
member Bena-Silu of Zaire visited an 
Aboriginal school (cover). Anwar Bar 
Pakistan. (right), director of the WCC 
Programme to Combat Racism, learned f 
a patient about an Aboriginal medical 
(2659). In the same community, child 
played on abandoned cars (2660), and 
held his granddaughter (2661). Gary 
chair of the ACC Aboriginal advisory 
committee, spoke to the press in Melb 
as team member Elisabeth Adler of the 
German Democratic Republic listened ( 
Some of the team's stops were at very 
communities (2663). Wherever they we 
team members heard from Aboriginal le 
about the local situation (2664 & 266 
In northwest Australia, team members 
Aborigines living in a makeshift camp 
In another community, in the north ce 
part of the country, an Aboriginal wo 
took a break from work in an Aborigin 
slaughterhouse (2667). 


Photos: Russell Rollason/ACC 
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WCC CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
OPENS IN DRESDEN, GDR 


Dresden, GDR (EPS) - The Central Committee of the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) -- which governs the worldwide ecumenical organization between WCC 
Assemblies -- was to begin its 11-day meeting here with an opening worship 
service in the Kreuzkirche, Sunday evening 16 August. 


The meeting is the first of the whole committee in Eastern Europe in 25 
years. Its 1956 meeting was in Hungary; in 1974 its executive committee 
met in the GDR. 


More than 500 people from around the world were expected to gather here in 
connection with the meeting, including approximately 140 members of the 
committee, a like number of advisers, observers, and guests, and about 

100 members of the Geneva-based council staff, including those providing 
translation and interpretation in the meeting's five working languages 
(English, French, Spanish, German and Russian). 


Also expected were 100-120 press representatives and dozens of stewards, 
young people assisting with day-to-day arrangements and operations. 


Major items on the agenda include decisions about the next WCC Assembly, 
in 1983 in Vancouver (British Columbia) Canada; action on the many 
recommendations and reports from the WCC's consultation last month in 
Sheffield, UK, on the community of women and men in the church; and a 
proposed statement on the world refugee situation. 


Also highlighted in the plenary sessions are the work of the WCC Christian 
Medical Commission, the International Year of the Disabled, and the life 
and witness of the church in the GDR. 


Reports from WCC General Secretary Philip Potter and Central Committee 
Moderator Ted Scott (Anglican primate of Canada) were scheduled for the 
committee's first work day, Monday 17 August. Also to come then were 
greetings on behalf of the GDR churches by Albrecht Schénherr (bishop of 

the Evangelical Church in Berlin-Brandenburg and president of the Federation 
of Evangelical Churches in the GDR) and Johannes Hempel (bishop of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saxony, based here). Klaus Gysi, GDR state 
secretary for religious affairs, was also scheduled to bring greetings. 


In a joint letter last month to committee participants, Schénherr and Hempel 
said GDR Christians "eagerly look forward to your coming among us". 


They added that the eight regional churches which make up the federation 
"are learning to see their present situation, in which congregations are 
shrinking, as a new call to missionary witness and service". About half 
the GDR population of 17 million is counted as church members. 


The WCC includes about 300 member bodies in more than 100 countries. 
Traditions represented include Old Catholic, Eastern and Oriental Orthodox, 
Lutheran, Baptist, Reformed, Methodist, Anglican, Pentecostal, Moravian, 
United, Campbellite, and Quaker. 


EPS 
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YMCA COUNCIL LOOKS AT 
FIVE WORLD ISSUES 


Estes Park (Colorado) USA (EPS) - Five world issues -- peace, poverty, 

human rights, social and political pressures, and the search for community -- 
were a major part of the nine-day meeting (18-26 July) here, of the council 
of the World Alliance of YMCAs. 


The approximately 850 staff and volunteer leaders from 78 countries heard 
major presentations on the concerns. They also approved recommendations 
urging, among other things, that the 23 million YMCA members work to affect 
government policies related to the five subjects. 


Scottish teacher and writer James Love was elected alliance president. 

Also voted was a 16-member commission to study the role, function, and 
structure of the alliance, and suggest possible changes to the next council 
meeting, in 1985. 


In his address on poverty, Raymond Fung, executive secretary for mission of 
the Hong Kong Christian Council, proposed as a "minimum condition which 
makes human life worthwhile... a family eating together... If you have 
rice and you have community, you are not poor". 


Derived from that, Fung said, is a way to judge actions and proposals: 
"Whichever actions, policies, governments and systems which enable the 
largest number of families to eat together is good, and whichever prevents 
families from eating together, is bad." 


Fung added that both material and spiritual poverty need combatting, but 
suggested the second is a copy of the first. "Too Often, he said, there 
is the spiritually poor with plenty of food telling those without food that 
food is not important ... It seems to me the height of folly and silliness 
for the copy to dismiss the original". 


In an address on "the search for community", William Sloane Coffin Jr., 
senior minister of the Riverside Church in New York City, called for "full 
equality" of men and women, and of homosexuals and heterosexuals. "Clearly, 
he said,"it is not Scripture that creates hostility to homosexuality, but 
rather hostility to homosexuality that prompts certain Christians to retain 
a few passages from an otherwise largely discarded law code... 


"Tt don't see how", he continued, "Christians can centrally define and then 
exclude people on the basis of sexual orientation alone -- not if the law 
of love is so much more important than the laws of biology". 


Speaking of another aspect of community, Coffin said it "demands that the 
economic democracies of the world achieve a far greater degree of political 
freedom, and that the political democracies -- notably the United States -— 
attain a far higher standard of social justice". 


In an address "toward a theology of peace", Alan Geyer, executive director 
of the Churches! Centre for Theology and Public Policy, Washington, included 
"a word that too many Christians never want to hear: a theology of peace 
must be grounded in theology of politics". 


Other major presenters included Lucille Mair, a New York-based special 
advisor to UNICEF, Argentine Methodist minister Aldo Etchegoyen, and 
Reinhard Slenczka, professor of systematic theology at the University of 
Heidelberg. 
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1980s PROPHETIC MINISTRY 
URGED FOR AFRICAN CHURCH 


Nairobi (EPS) - General Secretary Maxime Rafransoa of the All Africa 
Conference of Churches says the African church should make prophetic 
ministry its commitment for the 1980s. 


In an address to the AACC Fourth Assembly, here (3-12 August), Rafransoa 
said the "cries of our oppressed women, of our unemployed and sometimes 
slaughtered young people, arise to God like the cry of Abel's blood". 


Referring to AACC organizational and financial difficulties in recent years, 
Rafransoa called them a "growth crisis, too rapid a growth —- like a 
teenager that grows too quickly and makes his clothes burst at the seems". 


He suggested AACC planning and programming better geared to what African 
churches can do, and offered the view that the AACC organization was too 
elitist in framework to reflect needs of the rural poor. 


Rafransoa called for vigilance against exploitation of the continent by 
banks, corporations, technologies, and cultural systems. 


He lamented dictatorial governments and the increasing numbers of African 
refugees. He urged African theologians to "be simple in order to be 
understood and to be able to understand", to be "born again like Nicodemus 
congenial to women and children as Jesus was". 


In another address, John Gatu, chair of the AACC General Committee, said 
the organization must respond to critics who Suggest that it "does not 
speak for the member churches nor ... represent the views of the churches 
in its pronouncements". 


Those critical of the AACC’ political stance on some issues should be told, 
Gatu said, "that the gospel of Jesus Christ does not recognize the 
separation between politics and religion per se. Our commission would not 
be fulfilled if we did not deal with all matters that pertain to the life 
of our people in this continent". 


Gatu also voiced concern about the increasing number of small Christian 
groups springing up, often with impetus from outside Africa. He said such 
groups harm efforts at common witness. 


He also reflected on the failure of various church union efforts. "In a 
number of cases even a day has been set for such union, only to be thwarted 
later by a number of reasons and excuses", he said. 

. (Previous story: EPS No.21-6 August 1981, page 4). 
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"PRACTICAL STEPS' ASKED 
IN LUTHERAN-RC RELATIONS 


Turku, Finland (EPS) - The Executive Committee of the Lutheran World 
Federation (LWF) has called on LWF member churches and Roman Catholic 
leaders to consider "practical steps" to implement conclusions reached in 
various official theological dialogues. 


Meeting here, the committee unanimously adopted a five-page statement 
designed to further "reception" of the dialogue results by Lutherans and 
Roman Catholics around the world. 


In summarizing results of various dialogues, the LWF committee said they 
have deepened an awareness of what the two traditions have in common and 
has also “allowed the recognition that many differences are not church 
dividing but rather present legitimate diversity". 


On another ecumenical matter, the new associate director of the LWF 
studies department said a survey of LWF member bodies indicates support 
for a "more profiled Lutheran participation in the World Council of Churches’ 


by the LWF. 


WCC Deputy General Secretary Todor Sabev, in greetings to the committee, 
thanked the LWF for its "notable part in fostering Christian unity and 
contributing to the main purposes of the WCC". He called the WCC and 
organisations of the various Christian world communions "partners with 
distinctive tasks in an integrated whole". 


During a debate on statements about East-West peace issues, LWF Vice 
President David Preus, presiding bishop of the American Lutheran Church, 
called for "even-handedness" and "mutual openness and honesty" in such 
church pronouncements. 


Criticizing language in an LWF departmental report, Preus said that while 
avoiding "the danger of cold-war rhetoric", churches "especially have a 
responsibility to insist on... even-handedness" when speaking about such 
issues as the military strategies of East and West, arms expenditures, 
human rights records, and propaganda. 


The committee approved a theme for the next LWF Assembly, in 1984 in 
Budapest. It is "In Christ -- Hope for the World". 
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RACIST GROUPS SAID 
TO GO INTERNATIONAL 


Salisbury, Zimbabwe (EPS) - Members of the commission of the World Council 
of Churches Programme to Combat Racism Say various national racist groups 
are internationalizing their operations. 


Also, according to PCR director Anwar Barkat, regional reports by the 
commissioners suggest a picture of "violence against racial minorities as 
a global phenomenon". 


The 15-member commission held its annual meeting, here, its first such in 
Africa, last month (13-24 July). 


In the years prior to Zimbabwe's independence with a black-majority 
government, PCR grants to groups struggling against the white-minority 
government were controversial in some quarters. 


As Barkat observed, those whom some considered "terrorists are now the 
policy-makers and leaders of Zimbabwe". He reported that during several 
days of the group's exposure to the life of the church in Zimbabwe, 
expressions of thanks for the PCR aid were common. Commission members also 
met with Zimbabwe government officials, including the president. 


Barkat said a "more coordinated approach" is needed to help develop local 
church leadership. After "suppression of hundreds of years" and overseas 
financial control, he Said, it has been difficult for Zimbabwe church 
organizations to be immediately "self-reliant, self-managing". 


EPS 


GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS COMMENT 
ON CHURCH ABORIGINE REPORT 


Canberra (EPS) - Federal and state officials had varying reactions to the 
report on Aborigines released (10 August) by a team from the World Council 
of Churches (WCC) which spent three weeks in Australia at the request of 
the Australian Council of Churches (ACC). 


Peter Baume, federal minister for Aboriginal affairs, said the WCC report 
rightly details worst aspects of Aboriginal life, but added the WCC team 
did not mention more positive aspects of federal policy towards the one 
percent of the population descended from the continent's first inhabitants. 


Baume agreed with the report's view that Aborigines' health, housing, and 
educational conditions are appalling. "All these things are bad", Baume 
Said. "That's true ... but they are improving". He said a view of "both 
the blemishes and the achievements" is necessary for a "true picture". 


The WCC team report singles out the states of Queensland and Western 
Australia as particularly repressive and racist toward Aborigines. Both 
premiers refused to meet with the WCC team. 


Queensland Premier John Bjelke-Petersen called the report "a load of 
rubbish. I won't even read it." Western Australia Premier Charles Court 
Said it is "an unbalanced document which cannot make any useful contribution 
to the understanding or resolution of the problems". 


(Previous stories: EPS No.17, 18 June 1981, page 35 EPS No.18, 25 June, 
Page 2; EPS No.19, 9 July, page 2; EPS No.21, 6 August, page 2). 
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CONSULTATION VIEWS ROLE 
OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATOR 


Manchester, UK (EPS) - What is the role of the Christian educator in a 
society made up of people of many faiths? How should Christians in education 
adjust to increased secularism and urbanisation? 


Those were among the questions which preoccupied more than 30 participants 
from some 15 countries at a weeklong consultation here under the auspices 

of the World Council of Churches (WCC). Included were people from countries 
where Christianity is a cultural and religious minority and others from 
Europe and the Americas, where cultural and religious patterns are generally 
identified as Christian. 


At the end of the days of field trips and lectures, discussions and case 
studies, participants offered suggestions based on their reflections. 


Their "guidelines for Christian participation in education in a multi-faith 
environment" note that "all education" -- not just religious education -- 
"involves issues of values and beliefs... The fact that a teacher is a 
committed member of a faith community can be complementary to and is not 
necessarily in conflict with his/her capacity as a professional person 
enganged in objective enquiry". 


The document describes "the Christian position in education" as including 
"an attitude of critical openness to other faiths and ideologies... The 
risks inherent in openness", it says, "are those of an incarnate faith which 
knows that participation in human life entails vulnerability and weakness 
and a share in human ambiguity". 


Even if located in a mostly Christian society, the guidelines say, a 
Christian school "should still respond to the religious and ideological 
pluralism of the whole of God's world, and should provide appropriate 
courses", 


The guidelines call for close and critical examination of resources with an 
"awareness of stereotypes and unconscious prejudices". They commend "person 
centred" rather than "teacher centred" educational approaches. 


Urging a concern for justice in education which "aims to help the individual 
to be at one with society", the guidelines say "schools ought not to support 
the survival of social elites or be permitted to become instruments of 
social control". 


In a section on "ideological system and Christian education", the document 
urges Christian educators to "clearly understand the implications for people 
of faith of an ideological system which, in principle, holds that people are 
fully capable of liberating themselves completely through their own efforts. 
They should enable their students", it continues, "to clearly recognise the 
differences between such ideological orientation and religious faith”. 
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ECUVIEW: Comment in the Oikoumene 
"A Visit to the Church in Vietnam" 


For historical reasons, a certain difference between the north and the south 
in most matters is still evident after five years of the reunification of 
Vietnam. This is reflected also in the attitudes and Situations of the 
churches in the two areas. 


There are fewer Christians in the north but their record of participation 

in the revolution and the war would seem to have given them some standing 

with the new regime. Some leaders of the church are members of the Father- 

land Front ... composed of the so-called mass organisations. Some of the 
damaged churches were rebuilt by the Front ten years ago. Currently, the 

WCC has pledged support for a US$ 1.3 million programme for church reconstruction. 


We were often reminded that the constitution provides for the freedom of 
worship and creed. The vice-president of the Religious Committee of Haiphong 
said that places of worship should be respected and protected, and that since 
the church reconstruction programme was conducive to this, they welcome the 
help of the WCC... 


It was said that in the south there is actually a surplus of trained pastors 
while there is some shortage in the north. The state was reported to be 
willing to permit the reopening of --.. seminaries provided a 'popular' 
faculty and students who were 'good citizens' could be found for them. 


Though there seems to be a desire for the reunification of the church, 
progress seems to be slow. 


Christians are found in much larger numbers in the south, especially Roman 
Catholics. The latter are much in evidence around Ho Chi Minh City... -Un. & 
section of the road northwards to Dalat, there are four or five large, 
modern church buildings within 500 metres of one another. The churches 
seemed to be open on Sundays and weekdays... 


However, because of its role during the war with the Americans and during 
the previous regime, the church in the south, we felt, continues to be 
suspect with the state.... . 


It was felt that theological training could no longer, as in the past, be 
divorced from the state and the society in which the church is situated... 


It should be obvious that the most important and difficult theological and 
practical questions arise for the church in its relation to the state. 

The need to maintin standing with the state and rehabilitate itself with 
the state, both have dangers for the faithful witness and service of the 
churches in Vietnam. They need the support, understanding and prayers of the 
world church as they try to cope with their situation. 


—"GeRt* Karat’ = 


G.R. Karat, communications secretary of the Christian Conference of Asia, 
visited Vietnam earlier this year. By mid-July, the WCC Vietnam 
reconstruction fund had raised about US$ 400,000 of its 1981 goal of 

US$ 660,000. 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from the Oikoumene 
(compiled from church and secular sources) 


The general Secretary of the Lutheran World Federation (LWF) says the LWF 
is "troubled by the possible shifts in policy ... of some major western 
powers —~ notably the USA -- with respect to ... South Africa's apartheid 
pOlrcy... and its Stalling tactics with respect to the independence of 
Namibia". Carl Mau was addressing last month's meeting of the World 
Methodist Conference in Honolulu. 


The World Council of Churches (WCC) has published an English translation 
of "Conflict Over the Ecumenical Movement", by Ulrich Duchrow. The former 
Lutheran World Federation staff member is critical of the LWF role in the 
ecumenical movement. The book stirred controversy when it was first 
published in German last year. The English edition includes a foreword 

by WCC General Secretary Philip Potter. 


The Roman Catholic primate of Ireland, Tomas O'Fiaich, has appealed for 
an end to the fasts to the death by Irish Republic Army prisoners in Maze 
prison near Belfast. Nine IRA prisoners had died by mid-August since the 
protests began 1 March. The cardinal archbishop urged the fast's end 
rnot in’’a spirit’ of condemnation but in a spirit of compassion". Hunger 
strikers have rejected previous such appeals by church leaders. 


A noted Italian ecumenical figure has died at 72 after a long illness. 
Mario Sbaffi was president of the Methodist Church of Italy from 1958-74 
and president of the Federation of Protestant Churches in Italy from 
1967-73. 


The head of the (Eastern Orthodox) Church of Cyprus, Archbishop 
Chrysostomos, says Greece should do more to overturn the seven-year 
occupation of northern Cyprus by Turkish forces. The archbishop spoke 
in the presence of the Cypriot president, Spyros Kyprianou, and the 
visiting Greek foreign minister, Constantine Mitsotakis. The ratio of 
ethic Greeks to Turks on the island is approximately four to one. 


The Christian Peace Conference has condemned USA President Ronald Reagan's 
decision to produce the neutron bomb. The CPC statement, issued by the 
official Czechoslovak news agency, said the bomb would not increase USA 
security and would harm further disarmament negotiations. 


Zaire's Roman Catholic bishops have issued an 18-page document faulting 
"the decadence and misery" in the country. Their statement mentions cases 
of "kidnapping, arbitrary arrests, settling of scores and even torture". 
The document urges Zaire's people to "help themselves instead of hiding 
behind the smokescreen of tribalism and regionalism, offering a disunited 
front to disruptive forces". 
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The Roman Catholic bishops of Argentina have called for a "true and stable 
democracy" including "social justice, a healthy economy and the fair 
distribution of wealth". They add that a restoration of democracy 
"implies the need to avoid unjust personal deprivation, arbitrary 
proscription of groups and parties and political conditions which hinder 
the free expression of citizens". Also, they say the state of emergency 
proclaimed in November 1974 "cannot be prolonged indefinitely" and express 
concern over the "grievous situation of the relatives" of Argentinians who 
in the last several years have disappeared under suspicious circumstances. 


USA anti-semitism has declined in the last 15 years, not so much because 
people have changed their minds about Jews as that the new generation is 
generally less prejudiced and more tolerant about lifestyles and beliefs 
in general. That, at least, is one conclusion from a survey of non-Jewish 
attitudes toward Jews conducted under the auspices of the American Jewish 
Committee. 


The British Bible Society is seeking more than US$ 200,000 to help meet 
a growing demand for Bibles in Poland it was announced in London. 


The director of mission and evangelism for the South African Council of 
Churches (SACC) has been released following 45 days of detention by the 
government without being able to contact his family or lawyers. Sol Jacob 
was not charged, but his passport was withdrawn. SACC General Secretary 
Desmond Tutu said government action against Jacob "is interfering with the 
work of the church in providing ministry to South African refugees. I 
protest vehemently against this abuse of government power". 


A bomb explosion at a Coptic church in Cairo during a wedding killed three 
and injured more than 50 according to a report from the Egyptian prosecutor- 
general. His office blamed the blast on agents of Arab countries opposed 

to Egyptian President Anwar Sadat. 


Church and state authorities in Guatemala offer different descriptions of 
priests killed by government security forces. The government says a 
Canadian and a Spaniard who died in a recent clash with government forces 
were members of the Organization of the People in Arms, a clandestine 
leftist group. Roman Catholic Bishop Ramiro Pellecer says they were 
missionaries. Pellecer also says a USA priest was tortured before he was 
killed in what the government calls a robbery. He also says the early 
August disappearance of a Jesuit priest is "a political “trick”. 
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CHURCH REPS SPEAK 
ON PEACE THREATS 


Dresden, GDR (EPS) - The governing central committee of the World Council 
of Churches (WCC) has issued a statement on threats to peace. Among other 
things, it calls the neutron bomb "the most recent and obvious example" of 
"new dehumanizing weapons" and a "tremendous threat because it makes the 
use of nuclear weapons more likely". 


Production and stockpiling of the weapon was announced in early August by 
the USA government. The bomb would kill persons in its range but do 
considerably less property damage than other kinds of nuclear blasts. 


The central committee statement urges a ban on the neutron bomb “and any 
other such weapons". 


In a resume of other tensions and "disquieting trends" in the past year, 

the statement notes the "inability, so far, to reach a positive conclusion" 
to the talks in Madrid on European security and cooperation, the "worsening 
economic crisis throughout the world" and the "continuing stalemate" in 
discussions between developed and developing countries in light of "reduction 
in aid to developing nations" and "the scandalous increase" in money spent 
on arms. 


The statement also notes continuing "violent conflicts" in regions cited in 
previous committee statements but not repeated in this one. At its meeting 
a year ago in Geneva, the committee referred, among other areas, to the 
Middle East, southern Africa, and the region in and around Afghanistan. 


The WCC statement includes a six-point appeal to political leaders including: 


-- disarmament negotiations and responsible unilateral steps for 
disarmament ; 


-- guarantees by the nuclear powers to respect nuclear-free zones 
in "countries which decide to create them"; 


-- "good faith" negotiations by industrialized nations to create a 
"more just relationship" between them and developing countries; 


-- support of "the rights of people everywhere to seek changes in 
social, economic and political exploitative and unjust conditions". 


The statement commends many actions "for disarmament and against militarism 
and the arms race" to the world's churches, among them : 


-- "clear, basic, firm affirmations"of peace concerns; 

-- challenges to "military and militaristic policies that lead to 
disastrous distortions of foreign policy"; 

-- resistance to "feelings of contempt and hatred toward persons 
and ideologies to whom one is opposed"; 


-- "serious attention ... to the rights of conscientious objectors"; 
-- promotion of a "climate of thinking more favourable to nuclear 
disarmament". 
EPS 


NOTE: The full text of the central committee statement ''Increased 
Threats to Peace and the Tasks of the Churches" is available 


on request. 
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SALVATION ARMY RESIGNS; 
WORLD COUNCIL REGRETS 


Dresden, GDR (EPS) - The Salvation Army has resigned as a member of the 
World Council of Churches. Following a closed session during its 11-day 
meeting here, the WCC central committee said it received the news "with 
deep regret". 


It added that it would grant the Army "fraternal status", which the 
resignation letter from Army General Arnold Brown requests. 


The Army suspended its WCC membership in 1978 following announcement of a 
US$ 85,000 grant to the Patriotic Front in Zimbabwe from the WCC Programme 
to Combat Racism special fund. 


WCC and Army officials met twice since then, in December 1978 and June 1981, 
to discuss issues troubling the relationship between the two organizations. 
Commissioner Harry Williams, Salvation Army member of the central committee, 
attended both its meeting during that period. In January 1980 the Army 
received a US$ 100,000 grant for its Zimbabwe rehabilitation work. 


The Army's resignation letter pledges continued support for several large 
WCC programmes, among them evangelism, faith and order, medical work, and 
inter-church and refugee aid. But, it adds, the Army considers some WCC 
activities and statements political, in contrast with its understanding 
of its own stance as non-political. 


The reply from the central committee disagrees with the Army's view of 
WCC policies and actions. Rather, it says, WCC actions stem from a 
conviction that the gospel affects all aspects of life. 


Also, it notes that under the WCC constitution and operating procedures 
the expression of various gifts andemphases is ensured, the theological 
basis of membership has remained unchanged and no WCC member body is bound 
by council decisions. 


The committee also refers to a second area of WCC-Army disagreement, which 
surfaced following a decision by the 1975 WCC assembly in Nairobi to foster 
full eucharistic fellowship. The committee repeated earlier assurances 
that the eucharistic fellowship emphasis does not exclude non-sacramental 
movements like the Army as WCC members. 


The WCC also offers to maintain cooperative international relationships with 
the Army, says it hopes for continued Army ecumenical involvements on local, 
national, and regional levels, and assures the Army of WCC understanding if 
the Army reapplies for membership, a possibility Brown raises. 


The Salvation Army was among the 146 WCC founding members in 1948. Since 
then, four other bodies have withdrawn -- the (white) Dutch Reformed Church 
and the (mixed race) Dutch Reformed Mission Church, both in South Africa; 

the Seventh Day Baptists, in the USA; and the Presbyterian Church in Ireland. 
The Army resignation came at the same meeting which accepted three new WCC 


bodies, bringing membership to about 300 in more than 100 countries. [Story, 
page 7]. Other WCC members are national or regional churches. Uniquely, 


the Salvation Army organization in 86 countries was related to the WCC by 
virtue of the membership of its London-based international headquarters. 


EPS 
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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
MEMBERSHIP: +3 -1 = 301 


Dresden, GDR (EPS) - Membership of the World Council of Churches has topped 
300 with the acceptance of three African Reformed churches. One WCC member, 
the Salvation Army, resigned at the meeting [story: page 6]. The Presbyterian 
Church of Mozambique, a new member, is the first from that country. 


In 1975, after Mozambique won independence from Portugal, the church's 
hospitals, schools and some other institutions were nationalized. Its 
numbers declined under the anti-religious policy of the government, but 
believers have since returned and its membership is now put at about 15,000. 


Another new WCC member is the black Presbyterian Church of Africa, with 

an estimated membership of about two million. Its base is in South Africa 
but it also has parishes in five other African nations. The church was 
founded in 1898 after a disagreement between black and white clergy. 

It now has 288 pastors and 116 evangelists. 


The Presbyterian Church of Rwanda is the third new WCC member. Established 
by German missionaries at the end of last century, it became independent 

in 1959. It numbers 52,000 members, 4,000 catechumens, 10,000 children 
in Sunday school, and 32 pastors. 


The committee also accepted two new councils of churches as WCC associate 
councils. The Tonga National Council of Churches includes Wesleyan, 
Roman Catholic, and Anglican membership. The Council of Churches for 
Wales includes Reformed, Methodist, Salvation Army, Anglican, and Baptist 
member bodies. 


EPS 


DRESDEN CHURCH MEETING 
RECALLS ALLIED BOMBING 


Dresden, GDR (EPS) - The location of the 1981 meeting of the WCC governing 
central committee evoked several references to and memories of the fire- 
bombing of this city, then part of Nazi Germany, by Allied planes on 

13-14 February 1945. The attack killed 35,000 people. 


A committe-approved statement on threats to peace made reference to the 
"devastation caused by bombing during World War II as tragically evidenced 
in this city", which includes several buildings still in ruins. 


Thanking the committee for that reference, Johannes Hempel, bishop of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saxony, based here, said he has "not forgotten 
that this was in the context of a war which we started". 


A statement signed by representatives of USA, Canada, and UK churches 

calls "the fire storm of Dresden ... a warning of the judgement which 
threatens the whole world" and pledges that they will "work for reconciliatiotr 
across all barriers in the world today and to stand against the 
principalities and powers ... which distort our visions of freedom, 

justice and peace". Several denominational heads are among its signers. 


WCC General Secretary Philip Potter noted that the WCC headquarters building 
includes as a sign of reconciliation a cross made of shrapnel from Dresden 
and the Nazi bombing of Coventry earlier in the war. 


EPS 
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LEADERS DISCUSS 
GDR CHURCH LIFE 


Dresden, GDR (EPS) - Relationships between church and state in the GDR 
have evolved in a satisfactory way since the founding of this Marxist 
state after World War II, but there are some differences and tensions, 
church leaders Say. 


Members of a panel of 10 leaders offered that assessment following a 
plenary session of the governing central committee of the World Council 
of Churches, meeting here, devoted to church life in the GDR. 


Albrecht Schénherr, retiring bishop of the Evangelical Church of Berlin- 
Brandenburg and head of the Federation of Evangelical Churches in the GDR, 
said the principle that the church has "the right to exist in a socialist 
society" has been established, that "efforts to understand one another" 
continue, and that "many things are running better than they used to". 


Nonetheless, Schénherr said, there are "a large number of tensions even 
though we have many points in common... We have to expect a number of 
differences". He said Marxism and Christianity share certain principles 
and goals but also that there are a "large number of points at which our 
motivation is different". 


Panel members noted that some differences between church and government 
over media usage and international coverage of GDR church meetings have 
occurred recently. They said discussions continue to resolve then. 


Most GDR Christians belong to the eight regional churches -- three Lutheran 
and five United -- which make up the federation. About half the GDR 
population of approximately 17 million is counted in church membership 
totals, including about one million Roman Catholics. Eberhard Natho, 
president of the Evangelical Church of Anhalt, said relationships with 
Roman Catholics are "brotherly" but need improvement. 


Johannes Hempel, bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saxony, was 
asked about the vow of support for the GDR which the government encourages 
young people to make. He said some parts of the youth dedication ceremony 
make an "absolute claim that we cannot accept". But, he added, the church 
should not reject young people who go through it. 


As for young Saxon church members who want a civilian social-service 
alternative to compulsory military service, Hempel said discussions and 
reflection would continue with both the youth and government officials. 
He declined to predict what the eventual outcome would be. 


Asked about relationships with Polish Christians, members of the panel said 
efforts continue to overcome the negative legacy of World War II. Also, 
they said, GDR churches have aided their Polish counterparts during the 
current shortages. 


Besides the plenary, the GDR churches hosted a daylong outing on the Elbe. 
At several points along the way, groups of Christians gathered to wave or 
shout greetings. Some small church bands played hymns. 


At the reception at the turnaround point, Schdnherr compared GDR church 
life to the boat trip which included running "against the current" and 
involved some necessary manoeuvres, left and right. 


EPS 
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GDR CHURCH LEADERS 
WELCOME WCC MEETING 


Dresden, GDR (EPS) - "Why did we invite you? ... Mainly because we need you". 
So Johannes Hempel, bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saxony, 

based here, greeted members of the World Council of Churches central committee 
at the church service which opened the group's 11-day meeting here. 


Hempel said GDR Christians would show their guests "our life as it is, 
with its strengths and with its weaknesses". He asked them for "frankness" 
and help in increasing understanding. 


At the opening business session similar sentiments were voiced by 


Albrecht Schénherr, bishop of the Evangelical Church in Berlin-Brandenburg 

and head of the Federation of Evangelical Churches in the GDR, an organization 
of the eight territorial churches which include most of the estimated eight 
million GDR Christians. - 


"As members of the ecumenical community", Sch6nherr said, GDR Christians are 
"strengthened in their resolve neither to conform uncritically to the socialist 
society of the German Democratic Republic nor to reject it in principle". 
Recalling the days of Naziism, which "tried to turn the church into a pliable 
tool of its anti-humanitarian doctrine", the bishop said that as a result 
"German churches are sensitive to ideological distortion. 


"They are glad and grateful", he continued,"to live in a country that strictly 
separates the state from the church, and that explicitly refuses to turn the 
church in a socialist country into a socialist church. They learn through 
the ecumenical movement", he added, "that the separation of state and church 
means neither church enmity against the state nor state enmity against the 
church", without supposing "a so-called apolitical Christian existence" which 
he called a "delusion". 


Government greetings were brought by Klaus Gysi, GDR state secretary for 
religious affairs. He especially commended church efforts on behalf of 
"peace and social progress". 


Gysi also hosted a major reception for all committee participants, as well 
as several smaller gatherings with food during the meeting period. 


GDR newspapers included front-page committee coverage and GDR radio 
carried meeting reports and a live broadcast of a Sunday worship service 
related to the gathering. 


Asked during a press conference about the location of the meeting, WCC 

Deputy General Secretary Konrad Raiser said it followed years of discussion 
and planning and was a result of "remarkable generosity" on the part of 

the GDR churches and "remarkable cooperation" on the part of the GDR government 


WCC General Secretary Philip Potter added that the GDR churches witness 
strongly to the gospel in their situation. "I wish", he said, "this were 
[always] the case in other parts of the world". 


Besides the eight territorial churches, WCC member bodies in the GDR include 
the Old Catholics and Moravians. GDR Methodists are members through the 
USA-based United Methodist Church. 


EPS 
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CONCERNS FOR 1983 
ASSEMBLY APPROVED 


Dresden, GDR (EPS) - The governing central committee of the World Council 
of Churches, meeting here, has chosen four major concerns for the once-in- 
a-decade assembly of the international ecumenical organization. 


It also instructed its executive committee to designate, following 
consultation with member churches, 10 issues considered "ripe for action" 
at the mid-1983 gathering in Vancouver of 930 delegates from the WCC's 
more than 300 member bodies in more than 100 countries. 


Assembly Theme is "Jesus Christ - the Life of the World". The four approved 
major concerns are "life, a gift of God", "life in the midst of death", 
elite in its ‘fullness",” and "life in unity". British Methodist Pauline 
Webb, the central committee member who chairs its assembly 

preparations committee, called the assembly a time when "the ecumenical 
movement takes flesh in its full form". She said the estimated assembly 
cost of US$ 3 million is "what the world spends in two and a half minutes 

on armaments. 


The committee approved an extensive pre-assembly plan of visitation and 

consultation of churches around the world. It also asked the WCC Faith 

and Order Commission to review the current WCC guidelines for eucharistic 

celebrations at meetings such as an assembly in light of contemporary 

theological agreements and understandings, and current eucharistic practice. 
EPS 


UN FUND SUGGESTED TO 
BACK DISABLED RIGHTS 


Dresden, GDR (EPS) - A special United Nations fund should be set up to 
back the rights of disabled people, a disabled political refugee from 
Argentina told the World Council of Churches (WCC) governing central 
committe, meeting here. 


Member nations of the UN could contribute to the fund according to a quota 
system based on the levels of their defence spending, said Nelso del 
Veccio during a presentation on "partners in life". 


He said the special fund should be used to help disabled people who lack 
adequate resources to work for their basic rights and equip themselves 
for study and employment. 


The fund would be a way to ensure that "archives full of paper" are not 
the only result of the 1981 International Year of Disabled Persons, he 
suggested. 


An estimated 450 million people - one in 10 in the world - are disabled. 
Half, he said, are so because of avoidable causes - hunger, infectious 
disease and accidents. 


Another section of the report dealt with children in church and family 
life, it urged changes in "adult-centred theological thinking and ... 
adult-centred congregational life" and in relationships between parents 
and children ... determined one-sidedly by obedience". 


EPS 
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WORLD COUNCIL LEADER LINKS 
HEALING, ‘RIGHT TO KNOW' 


Dresden, GDR (EPS) - General Secretary Philip Potter of the World Council 
of Churches (WCC) says "the fundamental human right of people to know" should 
be a major factor in church activity. 


Potter offered observations on the right to know among several aspects of 
healing in his report to the WCC's 140-member governing central committee, 
which met here for 11 days [16-26 August]. 


Calling for "healing through participation", Potter said people have a right 
to "be fully informed about their condition, to be-able to discern the sources 
of their disease both within them as persons and societies and without them in 
other nations". 


He related this right to know to a wide variety of church concerns -- from 
human rights, to efforts to combat racism, to activity "aimed at dispelling the 
mystification and ignorance surrounding the mad race for nuclear superiority 
by the powers and the mindless traffic of arms with irresponsible rulers, 
dictators and terrorists". 


He linked it also to efforts to foster a "community of women and men in the 
church", in part by exposing "broken relationships through institutionalized 
male domination" and examining "afresh... received attitudes and interpreations 
of Scripture as well as our entrenched practices". 


Potter faulted the church and its leaders who "too often... speak in generalitie 
about the human situation and are afraid to expose and be exposed to the 
realities in which people find themselves. 


"Too often", he continued "as soon as vested interests are involved, they either 
claim ignorance of the diagnosis of the ills of our society... or say they are 
not involved in politics, or allow themselves to be bullied by the ruling powers 
to stay out of politics”. 


The WCC leader added that "the issue begins with our own relations as churches" 
where "we often speak glibly of our unhappy divisions" without being "actively 
engaged in the process of healing" them. "The impression one gets", Potter sa: 
"3s that there is still a fear of unity rather than a great and passionate 
conviction of the essential oneness of the people of God and of God “et will 

to heal his people”. 


Potter affirmed a WCC program emphasis "on supporting, strengthening, and 
sustaining the weak, the sick, the maimed, the marginalised, the poor, the 
oppressed and deprived", although he observed that some efforts toward that 
goal "encounter opposition and even hostility". 


Affirming also that "the essential nature of health is its source in God... 
beyond our own physical and social resources", Potter warned against getting 
"pious, ats this, point’). 


Healing, he said, "is a participation in the decisive encounter of the triune 


God with the forces of evil, the principalities and powers which are everywhere 
active". 


EPS 
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CHURCHES SET UP ALTERNATIVE 
MEDICAL SUPPLY ARRANGEMENTS 


Dresden, GDR (EPS) - Ecumenical agencies in 21 developing countries have 
formed or soon will be part of an alternate network for the supply of 
distribution of essential drugs for medical treatment. 


The report came from Stuart Kingma, director of the World Council of 
Churches Christian Medical Commission. He told the WCC central committee, 
meeting here, that the church-related supply system means savings of up 

to 80 per cent. 


It is also medically sound, he said, because it assures supply of a 
limited list of drugs which can be ordered by generic rather than 
manufacturers’ trade names. This frees health workers from dependence on 
commercial chains, he noted. 


The network is one response by churches to the serious shortage of 
basic pharmaceuticals in developing nations. In many countries, 60 per 
cent of people who need medicines find only empty shelves, he said. 


Ecumenical cooperation in drug supplies is part of a broader health 
strategy which includes careful integration of herbal and other traditional 
medicines into modern treatment, encouragement for local drug manufacturing, 
and education away from heavy reliance on drugs. 


It also reflects an attempt to reorient the churches' healing ministry, 
an area in which churches invested US$ 200-300 million in 1979, Kingma 
estimated. 


Michael Benckert, a West German pastor and CMC member, told the central 
committee that the "ideology of repair" is a mistaken approach to medical 
treatment. 


Healing is not just a matter of individual treatment, he said, but also 
of water supplies, agriculture, town planning and trade union activity. 


Victor Vaca, an Ecuadorian sociologist and CMC consultant, said health 
is a social issue, not just a medical question. The Western approach to 
medicine tends to ignore the social and economic factors which affect 
people's health, he said. 


A CMC report to the committee said the commission is seeking to foster a 
strong link between health and broader development efforts, including 
agriculture and nutritional self-reliance, drinking water and sanitation 
programmes, economic activity and "the crucial element of the participation 
of the people concerned". 


EPS 
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CAPTIONS FOR PHOTO OIKOUMENE, SEPTEMBER 1981 


For 11 days in August (16-26) the 140-member governing central committee 
of the World Council of Churches met in Dresden in the German Democratic 
Republic. For plenary sessions, committee members and several hundred 
more advisors, observers, staff and members of the press assembled in the 
Christuskirche (cover, 2678,2679). Above the church door is a statue of 
Christ, "the same yesterday, today, and forever" (2681). 


The opening service overfilled the 3,000-plus seat Kreuzkirche (2684, 
2685). In the opening procession were the committee's leadership, 
Moderator Ted Scott, archbishop and primate of the Anglican Church of 
Canada; Vice Moderator Karekin II, Armenian Apostolic catholicos of 
Cilicia (in Lebanon); and Vice Moderator Jean Skuse, general secretary of 
the Australian Council of Churches (2682). Preacher was retired Indonesian 
general T.B. Simatupang, one of the six WCC presidents. (2683). Other 
presidents on hand were Olof Sundby, archbishop of Uppsala and primate of 
the (Lutheran) Church of Sweden (2672) and A.R. Jiagge, a judge from 
Ghana, who talked with a retired German pastor (2675). 


Preparations for the WCC's 1983 assembly in Vancouver were a major agenda 
item. Robert Wallace (right), head of the Canadian national planning team 
for the event talked about it with committee member Paulos Gregorios, 
Syrian Orthodox metropolitan from South India, and two visitors (2671). 
Also part of the planning effort are committee member Pauline Webb, a 
British Methodist and BBC journalist, and Gordon How (right), who begins 
fulltime staff work for the assembly later this year @68Q). 


The site of the committee meeting gave members of GDR churches a chance 

to set up exhibits and offer presentations on their life as a "church in 
socialism", and the ecumenical movement. (2686,2689). The local Lutheran 
bishop, Johannes Hempel, a member of the executive committe (left), 

chatted with Anwar Barkat, new head of the WCC Programme to Combat Racism 
(2688). Other WCC staff present included Jean Fischer (centre), of the 

WCC inter-church aid commission, Julio de Santa Ana (left), of the WCC 
development commission, and Patrick Coidan, of the finance office (2676). 
Another staff member, Deputy General Secretary Marie Assaad (left), 

chatted with Committee member Margaret Younqquist (2690). 


The WCC includes about 300 member bodies from more than 100 countries. 

Its committee membership reflects that diversity and includes, for example, 
ordained ministers from the Soviet Union (2677) and Korea (2692, on right 
with translator), and lay people from Zaire (2691) and the USA (2673). 

The latter, Methodist Janice Love, listened as Norwegian Lutheran Bishop 
Per Lénning made a point. 


During the meeting WCC General Secretary Philip Potter celebrated his 

60th birthday (2687). He was serenaded by a group including young 
volunteer stewards (2668) who gave him a gift which he put on. (2669 and 
2670). Also singing greetings was a blind Jamaican calypso singer (2674), 
present in connection with committee attention to the International Year 
of the Disabled. 
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WORLD COUNCIL COMMITTEE 
CONCLUDES MEETING IN GDR 


Dresden, GDR (EPS) - Meeting for the first time in 25 years in Eastern Europe, 
the World Council of Churches central committee acted on several public issues, 
a series of recommendations on the role of women, and the resignation of the 
Salvation Army from WCC membership. Committee statements and actions dealt 
with refugees, "threats to peace", and situations in southern Africa, 

Northern Ireland, and Australia. 


Reacting to the "world refugee crisis", the committee urged WCC member 
churches in more than 100 countries to work to assure "the right of every 
person to stay, to leave, and to return to their country". [story: page 5] 


Its peace statement cited several "threats", including "new dehumanizing 
weapons" such as the neutron bomb, "the most recent and obvious example". 
It urged a ban on the bomb "and any other such weapon". [EPS No.23, page 2] 


Among its actions on southern Africa, the committee, through WCC General 
Secretary Philip Potter, sent a telegram to United Nations Secretary-General 
Kurt Waldheim condemning the South African "invasion of Angola". In other 
statements, it reiterated support for independence for Namibia and faulted 
South African removal of black squatters from a shantytown near Capetown. 


[Story: page 3] 


In a brief statement on Northern Ireland, the committee expressed "profound 
concern" at what is going on there. It offered to "help in any way". 
Receiving a report from a WCC team which visited Australia earlier this 
year, the committee urged various international actions to bring the 
problems of that country's Aborigines to world attention. [Story: page4] 


After prolonged debate, which featured Eastern and Oriental Orthodox unease 
with some recommendations, the committee approved as a goal equal 
participation of women and men in WCC decision-making and advisory bodies. 
It also endorsed a series of other recommendations which followed a four- 
year WCC study on the community of women and men in the church. They 
include the use of “inclusive language" in WCC publications. [Story: page 2] 


The Salvation Army's departure from WCC membership was received by the 
committee "with deep regret". In a reply letter it rejected implications 
that some of its actions have a political rather than a gospel motivation. 


The Army asked for and was granted "fraternal status" with the WCC. Three 
new WCC member churches were accepted. [Stories: EPS No.23, pages 3,4] 


The committee's 11 days in Dresden included several opportunities for GDR 
Christians to show and speak of their life and work in a socialist society. 
Albrecht Schénherr, head of the federation of eight regional Lutheran and 
United churches which include most of the country's Christians, said that 
"as members of the ecumenical community'' they are "strengthened in their 
resolve neither to conform uncritically to the socialist society" of the 
GDR "nor to reject it in principle". [Stories: EPS No.23, pages 5 & 6]. 
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WORLD COUNCIL GOAL: 
EQUAL REPRESENTATION 


Dresden, GDR (EPS) - The World Council of Churches has been committed to 
work towards equal representation of women and men in its decision-making 
and consultative bodies. 


At its ‘1981 meeting, here, the council's governing central ee 
affirmed the principle of equal participation by women and men as "a goal 
towards which we move" 


It decided the Sixth Assembly of the WCC, to be held in mid-1983 in 
Vancouver, would be the time to start to implement the principle. 


The decision is one result of the four-year WCC study on the community of 
women and men in the church. A task of the central committee has been to 
incorporate study findings into all aspects of the council's life. The 
approved resolution said eae principle of men and women in partnership 
means equal participation". 


Central committee member Janice Love, a USA Methodist, offered the 
resolution. She said it is not a quota to be imposed on member churches, 
but a principle for monitoring council work. 


An afternoon of debate featured Eastern and Oriental Orthodox opposition 
to the proposal. 


Central committee vice-moderator and Lebanon-based Armenian Catholicos 
Karekin II questioned whether equal participation by women and pep could 
be separated from other issues of equal representation. It is "one of 
the basic questions but not the only one", he said. 


Metropolitan Chrysostomos (Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople) 

said Orthodox members opposed voting on the resolution because of its 
dogmatic implications. But Paul Crow, from the USA Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ), said that for other churches, dogmatic implications 
lead to an affirmation of equal participation of women and men. 


The recommendation was finally approved overwhelmingly, with a few 
negative votes. Orthodox generally abstained. 


Also much debated was a letter written by participants in a WCC consultation 
on women and men last July in Sheffield, UK. At first the recommendation 

was to receive the letter and commend it for "serious and prayerful study". 
But the committee finally voted to "take note" of it and send it and the 

full Sheffield report to member churches as soon as possible. A covering 
letter is to "present clearly the controversies raised" in debate, especially 
"objections ... by Orthodox". 


The committee also decided to incorporate women's concerns and female staff 
into various WCC programs, and to recommend "inclusive language" in all WCC 
publications. The final report on the community study is to be given to 

the WCC Faith and Orther Commission at its January meeting in Lima. Further 
attention to women's ordination, the understanding of the diaconate, and 
language and images for God was referred to the commission. [Earlier 
stories: EPS No.20-23 July 1981]. 


EPS 
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WORLD CHURCHES COMMITTEE 
SPEAKS ON SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Dresden, GDR (EPS) - The governing central committee of the World Council 
of Churches, meeting here, has issued several statements on the situation 
in southern Africa. 


In response to a request from the committee, WCC General Secretary 
Philip Potter sent a telegram to United Nations Secretary General Kurt 
Waldheim expressing "profound concern in the wake of "South Africa's 
invasion of Angola". It urged him to "take all available steps to cause 
South Africa to withdraw immediately... from Angola" and the UN Security 
Council to "adopt urgently comprehensive sanctions against South Africa". 


Reacting to South African removal of black squatters from a shantytown 
near Capetown, the committee urged all Christians to "condemn the South 
African regime's barbarous act of destroying African families and the 
makeshift houses of defenceless people". It encouraged South African 
churches "in their exercise of a prophetic ministry". 


In another statement, the committee said South Africa is continuing to 
develop nuclear weapons capacity "with the help of foreign governments 
and private interests". 


Moreover, it said, "South African agents continue and have seriously 
intensified attacks and assassinations of liberation movement leaders 
and acts of sabotage against neighbouring states". 


These are two elements in what the committee called a "tragic and worsening 
Situation" in Namibia, a mostly black territory controlled by white-minority- 
governed South Africa. The committee repeated several previous appeals 

for actions to "achieve a just and peaceful solution for Namibia". 


The committee also said the USA government has "extended its collaboration" 
with South Africa "as an ally and friend". In Namibia, it said, 
"persecution and torture of many innocent people, including especially 
pastors and church workers... continue, as do attacks on church properties". 


Among other things, the council statement reiterated support for 
resolution 435 of the United Nations Security Council as "the sole basis 
for a negotiated settlement of the war in Namibia", involving forces of 
South Africa and the South West Africa People's Organisation (SWAPO). 

It called SWAPO "the authentic representative of the Namibian people". 


In a later church action on the Squatter situation, South African Council 
of Churches General Secretary Desmond Tutu announced that the SACC has given 
some squatters money to return to Capetown. Many of the squatters are 


women and children seeking to join husbands and fathers doing contract 
work in the area. 


Piet Koornhoof, the South African government minister responsible for black 
affairs, said more than 1,000 Squatters were being bussed back to the Cape- 
town area in an effort to embarrass the government. Tutu said the govern- 
ment policy on residence areas for non-whites violates God's law by 
destroying family life. 

EPS 
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IRELAND, AUSTRALIA FOCUS 
OF WORLD COUNCIL ACTIONS 


Dresden, GDR (EPS) - The situation in Northern Ireland and the condition 
of Australia's Aborigine population figured in discussion and action at 
the 1981 meeting, here, of the World Council of Churches governing central 
committee. 


In a brief, four-point resolution, the committee expressed ''profound 
concern at wider implications of what is happening in Northern Ireland, 
and the religious dimension in the tension and conflict which causes 
scandal. 


It offered to "help in any way", encouraged "all the work faithfully and 
courageously for peace and reconciliation", and called for "prayer for 
people involved in the conflict in Trelanguwur 


In another action, the committee directed that a report from a WCC team 
which spent three weeks in June and July examining the situation of 
Aborigines in Australia be sent to United Nations Secretary-General Kurt 
Waldheim and regional bodies such as the Organization of African Unity. 


The council is also to see if the International Commission of Jurists, 
the UN Human Rights Commission and Amnesty International would make their 
own studies of the Aboriginal situation, which the WCC report describes 
as shocking. 


It says that "the real solution to the problems of homelessness, 
unemployment, alcoholism, despair and exploitation is to recognize the 
land rights of the Aboriginal people and allow them to reconstruct their 
culture and broken communal life". 


The committee suggested that the upcoming meeting in Australia of heads 
of Commonwealth governments would "provide opportunities for the churches" 
to bring the Aboriginal situation to the attention of Commonwealth 
countries, especially in Africa and Asia. 


(Earlier stories: EPS No.17-18 June, No.18-25 June, No.19-9 July, and 
EPS No.21-6 August). 


EPS 
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CHURCH ACTION URGED ON 
"WORLD REFUGEE CRISIS' 


Dresden, GDR - Speaking on the "world refugee crisis", the World Council 
of Churches has urged its members in more than 100 countries to work to 
assure "the right of every person to Stay, to leave and to return to their 
country". 


The refugee statement was approved by the WCC central committee, meeting 
here. It calls the situation of "refugees, displaced persons, expellees 

and exiles' among the "most dramatic phenomena of our times", with "millions 
of people forced to leave their homes and their countries", 


Among seven "disturbing trends" related to refugees, the statement cites 
increased restrictions on refugee entry into "most countries" and an 
"alarming" increase in the number of refugees expelled from places in which 
they have sought asylum. 


The committee calls on churches to "help prepare the legal, political and 
economic conditions which would facilitate repatriation" of refugees. 


The statement also urges "opportunities and places of worship" for non- 
Christian refugees who end up "within Christian communities" and church 
attention to refugees' physical and Sparitualanecds.6 Covaranents. are urged 
to "respect the security and territorial integrity of countries which are 
hosts to refugees". 

EPS 


NEW PRESIDENT ELECTED BY 
AFRICA CHURCHES ASSEMBLY 


Nairobi (EPS) - The All Africa Conference of Churches (AACC) assembly, 
meeting here, has elected Anglican Archbishop Walter Khotso Makhula of 
Botswana as AACC president for the next five years. He succeeds Richard 
Andriamanjato, an ordained minister from Madagascar. 


Divided into five sections to discuss major issues before the church in 
Africa, the assembly made several recommendations to the AACC and its 
120 member denominations. Among its proposals: 


-- study of the role of laity in ministry. 


-- increased attention to economic liberation based on revised 
national and international economic patterns. 


-- increased attention to African insights and concerns in 
shaping church programmes and activities. 


-- pastoral responsibility for the millions of African refugees. 


-- prophetic witness by the church in whatever ideological 
system it finds itself. 


-- use of biblical concepts of reconciliation to further human 
liberation by God rather than as an ideological tool. 


[Earlier stories: EPS No.21 - 6 August, & EPS No.22 - 13 August 1981] 


EPS 
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EMBARGOED: 14.45 GMT, 8 September 1981 


FIFTH ANGLICAN 
COUNCIL MEETS 


Newcastle-upon-Tyne, UK (EPS) - The fifth meeting of the Anglican 
Consultative Council began here 8 September. The 10-day assembly of five 
dozen representatives from the more than two dozen Anglican churches around 
the world includes as major agenda items unity and ecumenical affairs and 
Christian training. It first met in 1971. 


In his review of the "state of church affairs", John Howe, bishop and ACC 
secretary general, said "there is a good deal to be said" for disregarding 
"rules or traditions that would seem to keep [churches] apart’. But.. né 
added, "the discounting of order has been tried before and is never very 
successful. It achieves a rearrangement of the pattern of the cracks 
rather than a restoration of wholeness". 


Reviewing official theological dialogue between Anglicans and representatives 
of other traditions, Howe said "new possibilities have opened" in terms of 
Roman Catholic relations, "but even so there seems among some to be 

excessive optimism". 


He also cited "a point of encouragement that is often overlooked", that 
"much of the agreement that is becoming possible with the Romans already 
exists with some other churches". In that regard, he said it "seems 
probable that -- at least on the theological level -- matters that keep" 
Anglicans and Reformed apart "are fewer than we thought". 


As for the Orthodox, Howe said official theological discussions with them 
"are of more importance than churches, including the Orthodox churches, 
sometimes realize; but", he added, "expectations of a unity that is not 
too far off in time appear previous". 


EPS 


LUTHERANS SPEAK 
ON PEACE, NAMIBIA 


Turku, Finland (EPS) - The executive committee of the Lutheran World 
Federation has sent identical letters to USA President Ronald Reagan and 
USSR President Leonid Breshnev. They urge "you and your government" to 
"establish the basis for an immediate resumption of disarmament talks)’. 
The committee said such actions by the two leaders would "“oreatly improve 
the prospects for peace”. 


At its meeting here, the committee also approved a statement on peace and 
an appeal for continued church support for independence for Namibia, about 
half of whose mostly black population is Lutheran. 


In the peace message, the committee said it "deplores" several things, 
among them "the massive build-up of an intermediate range of nuclear 
missiles by the USSR and the USA" and "the development of new weapons, 
such as the neutron warheads in various countries". It also faulted 

"the large-scale increase in military spending on both sides, ..- 
continuation of numerous armed conflicts in different parts of the world", 
and "prolongation and intensification of such conflicts by big power 
involvement... on the basis of ideological self-interest". 


EPS 
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WORLD STUDENT 
ASSEMBLY MEETS 


San Francisco (EPS) - The assembly of the World Student Christian 
Federation, meeting here, has approved several resolutions on social and 
political issues. Formed in 1895, the WSCF includes Christian student 
movements in more than 80 countries. 


The assembly expressed outrage at the fate of WSCF staff imprisoned in 
South Korea and abducted in the Philippines. It opposed "aims and 
practices of the Moral Majority", a USA movement generally supportive of 
the philosophy of the Reagan administration. An assembly resolution 
called the movement a "threat to the freedom and diversity within the 
Body of Christ". 


Near the start of the 12-day assembly [11-22 August], students sampled 
some aspects of USA life in the area, including visits with trade unionists, 
ethnic community representatives, and various political and social activists. 


A representative of striking USA air traffic controllers said that 

"as a brother in Christ I don't want you to fly because I don't want to 
see you get killed". Later the assembly passed a resolution in favour of 
the strike and urging that the controllers, fired because the strike is 
against USA law, be reinstated. 


Several resolutions were presented by Latin American delegates in support 
of the revolutions in Cuba, Nicaragua, and Granada, and urging the USA not 
to interfere in those countries' internal affairs. The assembly also asked 
the USA to let Puerto Rico "freely determine" its status. 


European delegates called on all churches to unite in opposition to the 
arms race. The Asian region proposed actions on human rights violations 
in South Korea and called for negotiations on the political status of 
Hong Kong. 


African representatives affirmed federation support for the South West 
Africa People's Organization, a force opposed to the control of Namibia 

by South Africa. The federation also reaffirmed its view that the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation is the "sole legitimate representatives of the 
Palestinian people". It urged "legitimate national rights" for Palestinians 
and "peace and national unity" for Lebanon. 


Federation General Secretary Emidio Campi said the WSCF is and should remain 
a "relevant minority". Theme of the gathering, taken from Nehemiah 2, was 
"Come, Let Us Rise Up and Build Together". 


A special gathering of women met for four days before the assembly. Among 
other things, it described the "weak representation of women in the 
structures of leadership" as "unacceptable". It also said "the style and 
process used for discussions in the meetings present problems for women". 


EPS 


8 No.24 - 3 September 1981 


WORLD STUDENT ASSEMBLY 
CONSIDERS ROLE IN '80s 


San Francisco (EPS) - The 28th World Student Christian Federation assembly, 
which brought delegates from more than 80 nations to the University of 

San Francisco, here, wrestled with the form and structure of ecumenical 
student witness in the 1980s. It was the first USA assembly since 1913 

for the WSCF, which coordinates activities of more than 100 allied 
movements around the world. 


Its concluding message spoke to those in the movement "in repressive 
regimes who are struggling with your lives and future". Assembly 
participants, it said, "humbly offer .... solidarity and are continually 
inspired by your living witness. 


"To our friends in the ecumenical community", it continued, "we share with 
you the ecumenical vision of the renewal of the church and of a renewed 


society. We invite you in this journey of faith and struggle to rise up 
and build together". 


If at times the plenary sessions seemed bureaucratic, important exchanges 
occured during meals and in sessions that ran into the morning hours as 
the rich experience represented by people wrestling with the meaning of 
Christian participation in liberation struggles all over the world was 


widely shared. 

Scheduled every four years, the general assembly is the WSCF's main 
deliberative body. During the assembly several working groups defined the 
program priorities for the next quadrennium which were then debated and 
approved by the full assembly. 


The priorities include emphases on movement building and leadership 
development, theology and ecumenism, political involvement, education, 
finances, communications and women's participation. 


The financial situation of the federation has improved markedly since the 
last assembly, the income approximately doubling. But the assembly 

accepted a working group judgement that "no similar increase can be expected 
in the next quadrennium". 


The assembly approved a "Woman's Program Fund" to carry out proposals 
"for education, communication and networking..." among women. The 
federation will develop a program for seeing that women are encouraged to 
participate in all levels of the movements. 


The assembly elected Juan Antonio Franco, member of the United Church of 
Christ in Puerto Rico, doctoral candidate in sociology, and former WSCF 
staff person for Latin America, as chairperson for the next quadrennium. 


The vice-chairperson is Lydi Nacpil, member of the United Methodist Church 
of the Philippines, student at the University of the Philippines, and 
general secretary of the Philippines SCM. 


Tarak Mitri, member of the Antiochian Orthodox Church, in Lebanon, doctoral 
candidate, and for the past seven years Middle East staff member for the 
WSCF, is the newly elected treasurer. 


The new executive committee, for the first time equally composed of men and 
women, was also elected by the assembly. 


EPS =Leon Howell* 


*Howell, a freelance journalist, was WSCF assembly press officer. 
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MIDDLE EAST CHRISTIANS' 
‘ALARMING DECLINE’ CITED 


Indianapolis (Indiana) USA (EPS) - Christians in the Middle East are a 
"minority in alarming decline" according to the ecumenical officer of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), based here. 


Paul Crow offered his observations after a three-week fact-finding tour of 
the area with more than 50 other Jewish and Christian leaders. He said 
political instability and poverty have prompted Christian emigration from 
the Middle East at a rate so rapid "that by the year 2000 there may not be 
any Christians left in the very places sacred to church history". 


The Disciples official said the Christian presence in the Middle East is 

"vulnerable because no political power is raising its voice in support of 
it". He described Christians there as "often... caught in the cross-fire 
between Muslim and Jewish political aspirations". 


Speaking specifically of Jerusalem, where Christians are about one percent 
of the population, Crow said that "when we Christians emotionally withdraw... 
regarding the holy places as museums, we are allowing a spiritual centre 

of the world to become controlled solely by political forces". 


He urged Christians who visit the Middle East to "work to understand the 
crises there, a task related to our Christian witness..." 


EPS 


COPTIC CHURCH HEAD 
DISAVOWS USA GROUP 


Cairo (EPS) - The head of the Coptic Church says the USA-based Coptic 
American Association "does not at all express the church's point of view, 
but is completely contradictory to it". 


A statement from Pope Shenouda III says his Oriental Orthodox church, the 
predominant form of Christianity in Egypt, has been "much harmed" by actions 
and statements of the association. They are, he writes, "against the 
principles of the church, its spiritual life, its known patriotism and love 
for Egypt, and its loyalty towards its rulers, as well as its long national 
history". 


The association issues reports of what it describes as persecution of 
Christians in mostly Muslim Egypt. "We call on our churches ... not to 
accept what this association publishes and to refrain from dealing with it", 
the pope says. 


Egyptian President Anwar Sadat called a special session of the Egyptian 
parliament for 5 September to deal with religious questions. A weekly 
published by Sadat's National Democratic Party said the president cancelled 
all engagements in the week before the session to study reports on last 
June's fighting between Muslims and Christians in a Cairo suburb. 


The magazine of the Muslim Brotherhood was confiscated by the authorities for 
the second month in a row in August because of what a government official 
described as "many excesses". 

EPS 
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MAJOR CHANGES URGED 
IN CHURCH OF ENGLAND 


London (EPS) - A major report on Church of England structures, finances, 
and attitudes says it is "shackled by an accumulation of traditions, 
customs and arachaic structures". 


The report of the "Partners in Mission" consultation. was released in 
September. Participants included "internal" (from the Church of England) 
and "external" (from non-Anglican and overseas Anglican churches) partners. 


"In fact", says the report, "substantial changes are needed in forms of 
ministry, in our pattern of voluntary societies, in synodical structures, 
in state relations, in methods of finance, and in inter-diocesan relations". 


Initially, the external partners called the established status of the 
church a "hindrance" to its mission, making it "unable to perform its 
prophetic ministry freely". However, following further discussion, says 
the report, it was concluded that the real issue is not so much precise 
organizational arrangements as the common impression that the church is 
one of the privileged. 


"So", says the report, "we do not propose any effort to restructure the 
establishment. It is the attitude so often dominant in the Church of 
England that must be transformed". 


Calling for major changes in church financing, the partners urge an 
investment policy more attuned to the needs of the oppressed and dis- 
advantaged, such as South African blacks. They also urge that parishes 
assume responsibility by 1995 for paying their clergy. Currently, the 
commissioners who manage income from church endowments use more than half 
of it (UK£ 45 million of UK£ 79 million) on clergy stipends. 


In another document released at about the same time, this one by the 
Roman Catholic justice commission for the church in Wales and England, 
the connection between the eucharist and commitment to the poor and 
oppressed is stressed. 


"The Eucharist and Justice" discussion paper suggests that "until the 

church as a body recognizes its collusion in evil, does penance for its 

sin and searches for ways to oppose that structural evil, at whatever 

cost to itself or the size of its membership, then its worship is inevitably 
tainted with hyprocisy and cannot form the wellspring of vitality, hope 

and creative energy... contained in the 'real presence’ of Christ in the 
eucharist". 


EPS 
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ECUTEXT: Documentation in the Oikoumene 
Salvation Army Letter of Resignation 


31st July, 1981. 


Dear Dr. Potter, 


Members of the Salvation Army delegation which you and your colleagues received so cordially in 
Geneva on June 3rd have given further prayerful reflection to those helpful deliberations, and the 


subject of the Salvation Army's relationship with the World Council of Churches has also had the 
renewed attention of the Advisory Council to the General. 


The feeling is that those who carry the chief responsibility for the World Council of Churches have 
been exceedingly patient not only in correspondence but also in allowing us ample time to study those 
aspects of the relationship that have troubled many Salvationists. We were aware that to be 

"in suspension pending dialogue" was, under the World Council of Churches’ constitution, an 
unrecognized status and, because of this, your tolerance has been all the more appreciated. 
The time has come, however, to resolve the situation 


» and we therefore ask for an adjustment in the 
relationship that presently exists. 


The Salvation Army wishes to move from full membership to 
fraternal status under the provision in the Constitution (Section VI. 1, and Section X1l of the Rules). 


In making this request we are acting on the best consensus we can gain, based on the most careful 
polling of our world-wide leadership, and via the processes explained in detail during our 
deliberations in Geneva on June 3rd. 


[he reasons for this submission have been shared with you, and at length. In summary, they revolve 
around the fact of The Salvation Army's internationality which itself inevitably implies diversity 
9f views concerning our relationship. The preservation of that internationality, by the very nature 
Sf our Movement, is vital to us, and, we feel, to those whom we serve. 


[o lose any spiritual fellowship with the World Council of Churches would be for us as undesirable 
and painful as it would be if we were to sever the happy relationship we enjoy with local, regional 
and national Councils of Churches around the world, as well as with the various communions and 


jenominations whose witness and work for Christ we prayerfully uphold and in which, 


in our unique 
vay, we share. 


there are unquestionably aspects of the World Council of Churches' activity which demand our full 
support, e.g. the Commission on Evangelism, the Commission on Faith and Order, CICARWS, and CMC. 

le would certainly wish to demonstrate such support in more positive and practical ways. Our gravamen 
las to do with the issuance by the World Council of Churches of Statements, the developing of policies 
ind the carrying out of actions which we regard as political, and which, as such, endanger the non- 
litical nature of the Army, the preservation of which is basic to the Movement's effectiveness in 

| number of countries. Refusal to identify with political factions, as distinct from deep social 
oncern for the needy people of all lands regardless of creed, colour or political persuasion, has 
een the essence of the Army's life and endeavour from its very beginnings. Indeed, we see clearly 
hat any such political identification would inevitably cut us off from large numbers of those very 
eople we seek to succour. The Salvation Army's foundation belief is that the only real hope for the 
ransformation of society lies in personal salvation through faith in the redemptive grace of Christ. 


his submission comes to you in the prayerful hope that all who will be related to its consideration 
an accept that it is motivated only by a desire, on the one hand, to remain in the most harmonious 


elationship with the World Council of Churches that our position will allow, and, on the other hand, 


© follow a course which appears to us, after relentless heart-searching and long and prayerful study, 
he proper one at this particular time. 


© one knows what the future may bring. Should the day come when circumstances encourage The Salvation 
rmy to leave fraternal status and seek full membership, I hope that our readiness to apply would be 
atched by the World Council of Churches’ understanding. 


ur constant prayer is that for you and all who share your immense responsibilities there may continue 
© be granted "the wisdom that cometh from above". 


ith warmest personal greetings and every good wish. May divine grace be yours in overflowing measure. 
Yours sincerely, 


Arnold Brown 


STE: See story, EPS No.23 - 27 August 1981, page 3. 
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ECUTEXT: Documentation in the Oikoumene 
WCC Central Committee Reply to SA Letter 


Dresden, August 24, 1981 


Dear General Brown, 


The Central Committee of the WCC received with deep regret the news of the Salvation Army's decision 
to resign its membership of the World Council of Churches. In your letter of July 31st, 1981 

you express the desire to remain in the most harmonious possible relationship with the WCC. The 
Committee accepts your resignation and accedes to your request for fraternal status as a world 
confessional body. Formally, in terms of our constitution, this means that you may be invited to 
send non-voting representatives to our meetings in such numbers as the Central Committee shall 
determine. 


As a founding member of the WCC, the Salvation Army has belonged sirice 1948 to this worldwide 
fellowship of Churches which “confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the 
Scriptures and therefore seek to fulfil their common calling to the glory of the one God, Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit". This basis of membership is open to the variety of emphases and gifts that 
different members bring to the total fellowship. Expression of this variety is ensured by the WCC's 
constitution. The Central Committee regrets that the Salvation Army feels that, as a member of our 
fellowship, it compromises its special emphasis on personal salvation through Christ as "the only 
hope for the transformation of society". 


In explaining the reason for your resignation of membership, you refer to statements, policies and 
actions of the WCC with which you take issue. Yet it has been clear from the earliest years of the 
Council's life that no member is bound by any action of the whole Council. To quote from the 

WCC Central Committee statement in 1950, "membership in the Council does not in any sense mean that. 

the Churches belong to a body which can take decisions for them. Each Church retains the constitutional 
right to ratify or to reject utterances or actions of the Council". 


You describe in your letter that you have agonised over this decision since 1978 when you first 
suspended your membership. The Central Committee appreciates the difficulties you found, but wishes 
it had been possible for you to continue the dialogue on the issues you had raised. We feel compelled 
to disagree with the contrast you draw between the so-called political nature of the action of the 
World Council of Churches and your own claim to have a non-political stance. From its inception the 
World Council of Churches has always acted from the deep conviction that the imperatives of the 
Christian Gospel affect all realms of life. Indeed, one of the constitutional functions of the 
Council is to promote "one human family in justice and peace". 


We welcome the continuing support you express in your letter for large areas of the Council's work, 

especially World Mission and Evangelism, Faith and Order, Inter-Church Aid and the Christian Medical 
Commission. But these programmes are inextricably bound up with all the policies of the Council in 

all areas of its work, including the Programme to Combat Racism, over which you have had particular 

difficulty. 


We are aware, from our conversation with you, that the World Council's search for "full eucharistic 
fellowship" poses problems for you as a non-sacramental movement. We can only reiterate the assurances 


we have given you that this phrase is not a part of the basis for membership and therefore does not 
exclude you from our fellowship. 


You express the hope that should the day come when the Salvation Army reapplies for membership the 
World Council would meet you with understanding. We can assure you of our willingness to do so. 


Meanwhile, we shall maintain cooperative working relationships at the international level, and we 
share your hope that at local, national and regional levels the ecumenical relationship which the 


Salvation Army enjoys will continue to grow. 


We greet you in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


On behalf of the Central Committee, 
Edward W. Scott, Moderator 


Philip A. Potter, General Secretary 


NOTE: See story, EPS No.23 - 27 August 1981, page 3 
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WORLD COUNCIL ENDS RELATIONS 
WITH 3 BANKS OVER APARTHEID 


Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches has announced an end to its relations 
with three banks whose South African business was judged to be "supporting the 
system of racism embodied in apartheid," that country's system of race separation. 


The WCC said it would close as soon as possible its Sfr 1 million account with the 
Union Bank of Switzerland, and transfer from UBS management its Sfr 20 million 
investment portfolio. 


Iwo other banks - Swiss Bank Corporation and Dresdner Bank (Federal Republic of 
Germany) - are included in the WCC decision, but currently the council has no 
funds there. 


The actions are in line with policy first enunciated at the 1968 WCC assembly. 
It urged an end to investments in "institutions that perpetuate racism". That 
policy led to closing an account with the Midland Bank (United Kingdom) 

in 1974 and that of the WCC USA Conference with Citibank in 1981. 


Last February, the WCC executive committee approved five criteria to apply to 

banks to determine whether or not to continue relationships. They ask whether 
the bank maintains facilities in South Africa, regularly manages loans and/or 

bond issues for South Africa, has continued substantive South African lending 

Since 1976, grants South African loans with a direct or indirect military pur- 
pose, or makes loans which benefit the South African nuclear industry. 


The WCC announced that after several months of discussion and correspondence, six 
banks with whom the WCC has relationships meet its criteria - Algemene Bank 
Nederland, Bankers Trust, Banque Scandinave en Suisse, Lloyds Bank Limited, 
Skandinaviska Enskilda Banken, Union Bank of Finland. 


Iwo Swiss banks (Genossenschaftliche Zentralbank and Internationale Genossen- 
schaftsbank) , Algemene Bank Nederland, and Lloyds Bank Limited were identified 
as possible alternatives to the three. Relations are to continue with six 
"moderately involved" banks "pending the results of further dialogue". Their 
South African involvement was described as being to a "far lesser degree". 


Wesley Kenworthy, WCC assistant general secretary for finance and administration, 
said the action came because the international ecumenical organization is "con- 
cerned to put its own house in order". He said it is “not in any way a criticism’ 
of the "entirely satisfactory" services rendered by the banks over the years, or 
of their employees. The sole WCC objective, he said, is to foster "non-violent 
change toward a genuine multi-racial society in South Africa". 


! 


He also noted that the WCC action deals only with banks with which it has re- 
lationships and so is not a list of all banks heavily involved in South Africa. 


WCC general secretary Philip Potter said the WCC did "not take this action with 
any pleasure," but rather “out of deep concern for the people of South Africa, 
both those who oppress and those who are oppressed". 


EPS 
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SWISS BANKS CRITICIZE 
WORLD COUNCIL DECISION 


Geneva (EPS) - The Union Bank of Switzerland and the Swiss Bank Corporation, 
with which the World Council of Churches ended relations because of meer arr 
volvement in South Africa, say their business there does not support apartheid 
(race separation). 


In a joint statement, the two banks said they believe that "credits and bond 
issues which they and many other grant to South AFrica contribute to the 
economic development of the black population's situation and the eventual 
elimination of aprtheid." 


They added that bank representatives "in discusssions with leading South African 
personalities and in public... have criticized apartheid." But, they added, 

the WCC request that they sever business ties with South Africa "would. 

serve only to strengthen the social and economic differences and not lead to 

the goals desired. Such action would also be in opposition to the aera) 
observed principle of non-interference in the affairs of other nations. 


The banks noted that Switzerland "maintains normal diplomatic and business 
relations with South Africa". They said that through their operations, "Swiss 
banks fulfill their cee voneipiiaiice to Swiss exnor bats 3 whose products F182 
help to better the living standards of South AFrica's entire population.’ 


A WCC briefing paper on the decision rejected the bank view that decisions to 
make loans to South Africa are based on neutral business criteria with no politi- 
cal connotations. "Such a position," it said, "completely denies the fact that 
any dealings with South Africa at this point in history have profound political 
ramifications." 


bes 
ROMAN CATHOLICS, ANGLICANS 
CONCLUDE DIALOGUE SERIES 
London (EPS) - The international Anglican/Roman Catholic dialogue commission 


ended 12 years of work at a meeting here (25 August - 3 September). It approved 
a final report containing previously released statements on eucharist, ministry, 
and church authority, as well as "substantial new material both completing 

and elucidating the authority statement." 


Contents of the report were not immediately released. The commissioners say 
"authorities of these churches... must receive it before it is published for 
more general discussion. The future of the report would be prejudiced by pre- 
mature partial accounts of its content." 


The group's communique says its recent meetings resulted in "clarification" 
of four questions related to church authority -- interpretation of texts 
about Peter in the New Testament, meaning of language about ‘divine right’ 
as related to papal authority, the question of papal infallibility, and the 
nature of the pope's juridiction in his role as universal primate. 


EPS 
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COPTIC POPE 
URGES 'CALM' 


Cairo (EPS) - Pope Shenouda III has urged members of the Coptic Church to 
"remain calm" in the wake of the revocation of a 1971 government decree endor- 
sing his election as head of the church, to which most of Egypt's Christian 
minority belongs. 


The revocation by Egyptian President Anwar el-Sadat was part of a series of 
actions early in September to combat what he described as religious extremism 
and threats to national unity, particularly among certain Muslim elements. 
Among about 1,500 people detained were eight Coptic bishops and 16 priests. 


Copies of the pope's handwritten pastoral letter were reportedly being shared 
at meetings of priests and other church members. Addressed to "my beloved 
children," it was written from "the monastery where I seek spiritual rest." 


According to Mayo, the newspaper of the Sadat political party, the president's 
action means, among other things, that Pope Shenouda "should not stay in Cairo 
or Alexandria and is advised te remain in his monastery." 


Also, his "signature or seal is no longer valid for all government and official 
records" and he "should not be allowed to meet the public in order to ensure 
the safety of the people, to preserve the reputation of the church, and for 

the sake of national security." 


Sadat appointed a five-bishop committee to perform papal duties regarding the 
state. The committee is chaired by Bishop Samuel, since 1954 a member of the 
World Council of Churches central committee. 


In his letter, the pope said "the ecclesial situation, whether it relates to 
me or to the five bishops assigned by Sadat, remains unchanged. From the depth 
of my heart I pray to God for their success in all their work. They are, all 
distinguished fathers, with long experience in service, and they are the sub- 
ject of my love," he added. 


The bishops' committee met with Sadat 15 September. He reportedly assured them 
that the arrested priests and bishops would soon be released. Earlier the 
committee pledged to exert all efforts to protect peace and unity in the church 
and nation. In internal terms, the pope continues to head the church. Prayers 
continue to be offered for him and his picture remains in customary places. 


In Geneva, the WCC said it hoped that unity within the church and among all 
Egyptians would be preserved in this "severely critical period", It called 
for prayers for the Egyptian people. 


In addition, WCC General Secretary Philip Potter sent a message to Bishop 
Samuel. Responding to a report in Mayo that the WCC is among several or- 
ganizations involved in funding secret military training for Copts in Lebanon, 
Potter said the "allegation...is absurd falsehood that defames long estab- 
lished and publicly open record of WCC as channel of development and emergency 
aid and advocate of peace and reconciliation in the Middle East." He urged 
the bishop to "answer this allegation immediatelv." 

kk RK KK 


Note: A translation from the Arabic of the pastoral letter is available of 
request. 
EPS 
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LUTHERANS, ORTHODOX 
BEGIN WORLD DIALOGUE 


Espoo, Finland (EPS) - "Full communion" between Lutherans and Eastern Orthodox 
was announced as the "ultimate goal" of the first official theological dialogue 
between world representatives of the two Christian traditions. 


After separate preparations since 1978, the Lutheran and Eastern Orthodox 
representatives held their first joint session here (27 August - 4 September). 
The dialogue is co-sponsored by the Geneva-based Lutheran World Federation and 
the Istanbul-based Ecumenical Patriarchate. Regional and national Lutheran- 
Eastern Orthodox dialogues have gone on in recent years in Finland, the Soviet 
Union, Romania and the German Democratic Republic. 


Leaders of the two traditions said a major difficulty for dialogue between 
them is lack of a common theological language. In some cases, some basic 
Christian concepts have come to be expressed and emphasized quite differently 
by each. 


Metropolitan Emilianos, patriarchal representative in Geneva and dialogue 
co-chair, said that "if negotiations are to progress, it is essential that a 
common language be found". He said the two traditions would have to look for 
truth they share rooted in the undivided church of the early centuries. 


Munich University professor Georg Kretschmar, Lutheran co-chair, called the 
meeting "a great step forward because we learned to trust one another much more 
than we ever did before". 


Present to greet the dialogue members was Patriarch Pimen, head of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, who was on a week long visit with other Russian Orthodox leaders 
to the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland. Its head, Archbishop Mikko Juva, 
called the visit a "demonstration of respect, trust, and friendship" for Finnish 
Lutherans. A sixth round of bilaterial talks between the two churches is being 
planned. 


At a press conference, Metropolitan Filaret, chair of the Russian church's 
external relations department, stressed church responsibility for world peace. 
He condemned explicitly the USA decision to build and stockpile the neutron bomb. 


Asked about USSR church-state relations, the hierarch called them "normal and 
stable". He spoke of a "development and a deepening in relations between church 
and state in such a way that these relations are beginning to include more and 
more spheres of life". He also noted that “in these relations, as in all areas 
of human life, there can be difficulties and the law can be broken on one side 
or the other". 


EPS 
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EMBARGO: 12.00 GMT, Monday 21 September 1981 


WORLD COUNCIL ANTI-RACISM 
GRANTS TOTAL US$ 587,000 


Geneva (EPS) - This year's grants from the special fund of the World Council of 
Churches Programme to Combat Racism total US$587,000, to 47 groups. Approved by 
the WCC executive committee last month, the grants were announced here 21 
September. 


The biggest single grant is to the South West Africa Peoples Organization 
(US$125,000). Another US$125,000 is split between three South African organiz— 
ations - African National Congress (US$65,000), Pan Africanist Congress of Azania 
(US$45,000) and South African Congress of Trade Unions (US$15,000). 


The SWAPO grant is for administrative and legal defence costs in Namibia and 
broadcasting and administrative costs in four countries which border Namibia. 

The ANC grant is for youth and educational work, that of PAC for its publications, 
that of SACTU for a bi-monthly journal and a workers relief fund. 


Eight groups are receiving special fund money for the first time: 


- Guadeloupe Union of Christian Youth Movements and Christian Group for 
Research and Action, US$7,500 for materials to assist their efforts "against 
colonial oppression and to help people discover their own cultural identity". 


- Independence Front of New Caledonia, US$10,000 for internal and external 
publicity and organization efforts toward "liberation from French colonial 
rule and struggle for political, economic and cultural independence". 


- Searchlight, US$9,000 for a fulltime staffperson for this UK monthly ‘whose 
aim is to inform...about the nature and extent of extreme right-wing and 
racist organizations in Britain..." 


- SACTU Solidarity Committee, US$4,000 for a fulltime staff person for this 
Canadian offshoot of SACTU. 


- South African Non-Racial Olympic Committee, US$5,000 for a "more dynamic role 
in combatting racism in sports and in seeking total isolation of apartheid 
South Africa from international sports" by this UK organization. 


- Irish Anti-Apartheid Movement, US$5,000 for office and personel costs. 


~ Bern Declaration, US$7,000 for support of this Swiss group's programme against 
bank loans to South Africa. 


The special fund grants are covered by designated contributions, mainly from 
churches. Including the 1981 grants, US$4,775,000 has been allocated from the 


fund since its first grants in 1970. 


(more) 
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Six criteria govern the grants, including that the "purpose of the organizations 
must not be in conflict with the general purposes of the WCC...and the grants are 
to be used for humanitarian activities (i.e. social, health and educations pur- 
poses, legal aid, etc.)". 


In addition "the grants are made without control of the manner in which they are 
spent, and are intended as an expression of commitment by the PCR to the cause of 
economic, social and political justice, which these organizations promote". 


tie aM ae He) eS 


NOTE: Descriptions of the 1981 grants, and/or a summary of the grants from 
1970-1980 are available on request. 


EPS 
ZIMBABWE SALVATIONISTS CRITICIZE 
RESIGNATION FROM WORLD COUNCIL 
Salisbury (EPS) - Last month's decision by the international Salvation 


Army to resign as a member of the World Council of Churches has prompted 
protests from Salvationists in Zimbabwe. 


Colonel David Moyo, Salvation Army territorial commander for Zimbabwe, said 
"we see no conflict" between liberation movements which "fight for human 
rights" and "the gospel of love, charity and the liberation of the total man." 


All Africa Press Service reported that about 75 Salvationists marched on 
Army headquarters here to urge a return to WCC membership. 


The Army suspended its WCC membership following a 1978 grant by the WCC special 
fund to combat racism to the Patriotic Front in what was then Rhodesia. The 
front's eventually successful efforts led to independence for the nation as 
black-majority ruled Zimbabwe. 


Target, a newspaper related to the National Christian Council of Kenya, re- 
ported similar unhappiness with the Army decision in that country. 


In London, the Army issued a one-sentence statement. It said Moyo "has been 
in communication with the Salvation Army international headquarters pledging 
that the Salvation Army in Zimbabwe will maintain its 90-year tradition ser- 
ving the spiritually and physically needy." 


Moyo and 43 other Army leaders are scheduled to assemble in London 16 October 
as a High Council. Its chief purpose is to elect a successor to retiring 
Army General Arnold Brown. 


Asked about other reaction to the Army decision from its 86-country member- 
ship, a spokesperson said "I haven't any information at all" about that. The 
spokesperson emphasized the importance the Army attaches to the "fraternal 
status" with the WCC which it requested and was granted in connection with 
the termination of its membership in August. 


[Earlier story: EPS no. 23, page 3] 


EPS 
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WORLD YWCA CONVENES 
REFUGEE CONSULTATION 


Bulawayo, Zimbabwe (EPS) - Firsthand accounts by former refugee women and a 
visit to a camp for returnees gave immediacy to a World YWCA Consultation on 
Refugee Service here [22-31 August]. 


The Consultation brought together 40 women from 22 countries to get a fresh 
perspective on the global refugee situation and assess refugee programmes. 
Participants heard from staff and volunteers working with YWCA refugee ser- 
vices in Thailand, Jerusalem, the USA, Sweden, Botswana and Zimbabwe, and 
from YWCA volunteers working with the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees and Africare in Somalia. 


Participants paid special attention to the needs of refugee women and girls. 
(The majority of refugees are women and children.) UNHCR and Zimbabwean offi- 
cials who addressed the meeting said that Zimbabwe had resettled most of the 
250 000 refugees and 850 000 persons displaced within the country. 


One of two Zimbabwean ex-refugees who took part in the consultation, Cassiah 
Matiashe, described initial hardships in the Mozambique camp to which she fled 
as a school girl in 1977. "As many as 50 people died every day," she said. 

"It was not unusual to wake and find the person sharing your blanket had died." 


Rodah Matsibanane, another returnee, recounted the murder of her brother, a 
rural storekeeper, by Rhodesian forces during the independence struggle, the 
burning of her parents’ home, the deadly bombing of the column of refugees 
and combatants she joined to escape the country, and the strafing that con- 
tinued in refugee camps in Zambia. 


"They say the refugee problem is over but people are still suffering," Matsi- 
banane said. Finding jobs is especially difficult for former liberation 
fighters as private industry is reluctant to hire the very men they fought 
against, she said. 


Besides the two Zimbabweans, the consultation heard from several other refu- 
gees and displaced persons. From their own experiences, the speakers said 
refugee women require such things as communication, sympathy and counselling. 
YWCA associations in the USA, Jerusalem and Sweden (YWCA/YMCA) reported on 
special efforts to break through the isolation of refugee women in their 
communities. 


The consultation also talked about personnel and financial resources for refu- 
gee work, educational campaingn, and ways of providing assistance to refugees 
in conjunction with other non-governmental organizations. Consultation parti- 
cipants also discussed underlying causes of refugees such as drought, poverty, 
and the deprivation of human rights. Although Western countries have generated 
few refugees, in contrast to Africa's five million, the West has created 
refugees in the Third World through racial and economic oppression, they 
argued. 


r.Fllen Clark. * 


* Ellen Clark is communications officer with the World YWCA, Geneva. 


EPS 
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SOUTH AFRICA CHURCH COUNCIL 
CALLS CHARGES A 'SMEAR' 


Johannesburg(EPS)- The South African Council of Churches has charged a govern- 
ment official with using "smear tactics" against it. SACC President P.J. Storey 
reacted to remarks in parliament by Louis Le Grange, the South African minister 
of police. 


Le Grange said SACC Secretary General Desmond Tutu and the SACC seek to "under- 
mine the morale and preparedeness of the police force and the defence force" 
because they “initiate and support projects created to support national service 
dodgers and deserters, at the same time supporting organizations involved in 
civil disobedience." 


In reply, Story said SACC allegiance is "with no political party or movement," 
but with "Christ, the lord of the church." He said it is committed to non- 
violent efforts to change the South African system of apartheid (race sepa- 
ration), but "we can understand those whose frustration has led to an abandon- 
ment of peaceful methods." 


EPS 


LESOTHO CHURCH LEADERS 
DEAD, MISSING, ARRESTED 


Maseru, Lesotho (EPS) - One church leader is dead, another in custody, and a 
third missing in this small southern African country. 


Edgar Motuba, editor of the Christian newspaper Leselinyana and chair of the 
Christian Council of Lesotho migrant labour commission was taken from his 
house by unknown persons 7 September. He was later found dead by a road near 
the South African border , along with two friends kidnapped with him. 


Litsietsi Putsoa, a member of the CCL executive committee, was taken from 
his house early in the morning of 6 September. The police later confirmed 
that he is in their custody for questioning, but is allowed no visitors or 
other outside contact. 


Missing is Banjamin Masilo, president of the CCL and vice-president of the 
Lesotho Evangelical Church. He is also a member of the opposition Basutho 
Congress Party. His three-year-old grandson was killed by his abductors. 


A report from the Nairobi-based All Africa Press Service noted that Lesotho 
Prime Minister Jonathan Lebua has "repeatedley attacked the PoOncet ant Church 
in the country, whose members have called for democratic elections. 


In Geneva, the World Council of Churches sent a telegram to the church and the 
CCL referring to its "great alarm" at news about the three men, offering 
"appropriate assistance," and sharing "support and prayers." 


A letter from J.C. Morojele, executive secretary of the Lesotho church, 
requested prayers for Masilo's return alove. "It is a puzzle to us,'' he 
wrote, "why Mr. Masilo and his family became the victims of this fierce, 
malicious, and brutal attack." 


EPS 
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PAPAL LETTER ON LABOR: 
UNIONS 'INDISPENSABLE' 


Rome (EPS) - Pope John Paul II has issued his third encyclical letter. Titled 
"Laborem Exercens,"itsays the right to form labor unions is "an indispensable 
element" of modern industrial society. 


Sent to the world's Roman Catholic bishops, the document sets. forth current 
church teaching on labour in about 25,000 words in five chapters. It makes 
no specific mention of current events in the pope's native Poland, but it 
does call for "new movements of solidarity" as part of efforts to achieve 
social justice. 


The encyclical rejects both "rigid capitalism" and "simply making the means 
of production state property." The pontiff says that "the Christian tradition 
has never maintained the right to private property as an absolute and un- 
touchable right. On the contrary, it has placed it in its broadest context 

of the common right of all to the goods of all creation." 


Affirming the rights of workers to form unions, the pope calls them "a mouth- 
piece for the struggle for social justice " and not merely "a reflection of 
the class structure of society". He adds that they must "not be subjected to 
the decision of political parties or have close links with them." Otherwise, 
he suggests, they might “easily lose contact with their specific role, which 
is to secure the just rights of workers within the framework of the common 
good of the whole of society." 


Referring to technological developments such as automation and miniaturaza- 
tion, the pope condemns situation in which they have led to violations of 
workers' human rights instead of insuring "authentic progress." 


He affirms the right to strike "as an extreme means," but warns against abuses. 
"It must never be forgotten", he writes, that, when essential community services 
are in question, they must in every case be ensured, if necessary by means 

of appropriate legislation.... 


"Abuse of the strike weapon can lead to the paralysis of the whole of socio- 
economic life, and this is contrary to the requirements of the common good of 
society ..." he adds. 


EPS 
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CONVERSION TO ISLAM BY 
INDIAN HINDUS INCREASES 


Meenakshipuram, (Tamil Nadu), India (EPS) - There were at one time several 
instances of mass conversions to Christianity. The converts, for the most 
part, came from the ranks of low-caste Hindus. They used to be known as 
"untouchables"; today they are called 'Harijans' - "people of God" - a term 
popularised by Mahatma Gandhi. 


Not many Harijans are converted to Christianity these days, but considerable 
numbers are embracing Islam. They make no secret of the fact that they leave 
the Hindu fold in order to escape the many social discriminations to which 
they are still subjected. 


The wave of conversions started herein this small village in southern India. 
Last February some 600 Harijans, over half the population of the village, 
accepted Islam. The movement caught on, and groups of people in other vil- 
lages have since then gone over to Islam. Among the new converts, unlike in the 
old days of conversion to Christianity, there are quite a number of educated 
and well-to-do people. 


Hindu leaders are understandably concerned over this new wave of conversions. 
They have held a number of conferences, and even managed to persuade a few 
small groups to go back to the Hindu fold. Any large-scale change of religion 
is bound to create social tensions, and the government of India is also 
concerned over the wave of conversions. . 


How does the Indian church react to all this ? The situation is embarrassing 
for the church; a number of new converts have said to reporters that they 
prefer Islam to Christianity because discrimination on the basis of caste 
considerations is as prevalent among Christians as among Hindus. 


T.K. Thomas * 


* T.K. Thomas became World Council of Chruches publications editor in August. 
Prior to that, he was communications secretary for the Christian Conference 
of Asia. His longer report on the Indian conversions is scheduled for 
the November issue of the WCC magazine One World. 


EPS 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


The Lutheran World Federation and the World Council of Churches have sent 
three planeloads of food and other relief supplies to Luanda, Angola. They 
are meant for refugees in that country in the wake of the military action in 
its southern section by Southern Africa. 


The headquarters of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, Belfast, were severely 
damaged by a bomb blast. Damage was estimated at more than UK£ 200,000. 


Ion Rosianu, Romanian state secretary for religious affairs, visited Geneva 
in September [15-22]. His trip included visits to the World Council of 
Churches and other organizations at the Ecumenical Centre, where he discussed 
the country's church-state relations. Four Romanian churches - Eastern Ortho- 
dox, Reformed, and two Lutheran - belong to the WCC. 


The 12th annual national conference of Roman Catholic priests in England. and 
Wales has urged (43-9 with 12 abstentions) the Roman Catholic Church 

in those parts of the UK to state clearly that "to build and hold" nuclear 
weapons is "morally wrong and should be condemned." It also urged (60-2 with 
two abstentions) that Friday become a day of "true self-denial" with savings 
going for third world development work. 
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ECUTEXT: Resolution of the World Methodist Conference * 


Methodist Churches throughout the world have had a central role in the 
formation, support, and leadership of the World Council of Churches since its 
beginning in 1948; and are Significantly involved with more than 300...... 
member churches in seeking to fulfill the purpose of the Council in making 
Jesus Christ known as God and Saviour through ecumenical witness. 


Methodists should be alert to misrepresentationa about the World Council 

of Churches and should be knowledgeable about and support the WCC in its ex- 
tensive work of world mission and evangelism, its massive aid to refugees 

from natural disasters and human divisiveness, its aid to development, its 
contribution to theological education and faith and order disciplines, its 
dialogue with persons of other living faths, its community of women and men 
studies, its significant programme to combat racism, its role in administering 
funds for specific causes designated by any of its member churches, the global 
work of its medical commission, its defence of human rights, and its support 
for the visible unity of the church in every nation. 


We strongly encourage each of our member churches to participate in Bible: 
Study and other preparatory work for the July 24 —- August 10, 1983 Assembly 
of the World Council of Churches in Vancouver. ... 


*The resolution was approved on the final day of the WMC meeting in Honolulu. 
[Story: EPS no. 21s Daue 7 |. 
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ECUTEXT: Foreign Banks & South African Apartheid* 


South Africa itself is the first to acknowledge that the support received from major western nations in 
the form of investments, bank loans, and transfers of technology and expertise, enables the apartheid 
state to continue. Because this external support is so important, the international community is seeking 
to terminate foreign economic relations with South Africa as the most effective means by which to peace- 
fully assist the liberation struggle inside South Africa. 


Foreign banks have a long history of relations with South Africa. More recently, they have become a majo} 
source of the capital necessary to underwrite the costs of a military programme which has quadrupled its 
budget in the last decade. 


The Bank for International Settlements reports that in June 1980, foreign banks had US$ 7.3 billion out- 
standing to South African borrowers with an additional US$ 2.8 billion in undisbursed credit commitments 
In 1980, despite the enormous surplus: balance of payments brought about by the increase in the gold 
price, South Africa returned to the foreign capital markets to borrow more than it had in any one year 
period since 1976. Since 1978 at least, German and Swiss banks have by far the largest lenders. 


One of the main arguments used by the hanks in defending their loans to South Africa is that the decisio1 
to make loans is guided by neutral business criteria which have no political connotations. Such a positi 
completely denies the fact that any dealings with South Africa at this point in history have profound 
political ramifications. This was perhaps best summed up by General Secretary Desmond Tutu of the South 
African Council of Churches in March 1981 when he said, "Foreign investors must know they are investing 
to buttress one of the most vicious systems since nazism." 


It is particularly true of bank loans to South Africa which are made to the central government; the 
Strategic Oil Fund, which overseas the procuration and development of the oil which fuels the South 
African military; for the South African Railways and Harbours Authority which ensures troop and armament 
mobility; and for the Electricity Supply Commission (Escom) developing South Africa's nuclear capability 
These are only a few of the most blatant wxamples of the type of military support given by foreign 

banks under the guide of "political neutrality." 


Each of the banks which are classified by the WCC as "acceptable" were judged to be so on the basis of 
either having made no loans to South Africa or having issued a statement declaring that no more loans 
to the government or parastatals would be made in the future. By contrast, the "unacceptable" banks are 
deeply involved in financing South AFrica in a number of ways: 


The Union Bank of Switzerland maintains a representative office in Johannesburg and, together with its 
subsidiaries, participated in at least 38 different loans to South Africa between 1972 and 1981. In 29 
of these cases the Bank acted as a manager of the loan. These identifiable loans, which totalled 

US$ 1,479.4m., comprised numerous credits of a military and nuclear nature to borrowers such as the 
government, the Strategic Oil Fund, the South African Railways and Harbours, and the South African Air- 
lines. Escom alone received nearly US$ 300m. in loans. Since the events in Soweto, UBS has been involved 
in loans totalling US$ 727m., including a US$ 15.4m. loan to the Iron and Steel Corporation (Iscor) in 
March 1981. The bank is nor considering putting an end to its activities in South Africa. 


Dresdner Bank also maintains a representative office in Johannesburg and has been identified as partici: 
pating in 27 loans totalling nearly US$ 1.4 billion to South Africa between 1972 and 1980. It has acted 
as a manager for 17 of the 27 loans, including all of the six loans made since the Soweto uprisings. The 
Bank has participated in US$ 882.4m. of loans to South African borrowers of a military nature and neat 
US$ 300m. to Escom. In 1980 alone it managed US$ 370 million of loans to the government of South Africa 
and Escom. Dresdner Banks has not responded to any WCC inquiries or correspondence and has never made a 
policy statement on South Africa. ; 
' 
Swiss Bank Coporation has a representative office in Johannesburg. Between 1972 and 1981 the Bank parti= 
cipated in 27 loans valued at US$ 954m., of which it managed 14. Of that total amount, approximately ; 
US$ 400m. went to borrowers of a direct or indirect military intent and more than US$ 450 went to Escom™ 
alone. Swiss Bank Corporation has made nine loans to South Africa since Soweto, the most recent being a 


US$ 56.1m. loan to Escom in January 1981. The Bank claims that their relations with South Africa are 
based on the "generally accepted principles of normal and customary international banking practices" 
and are therefore unwilling to take a no-loans position on South Africa. 
i) 
. 
* A longer version of this briefing paper was issued by the World Council of Churches in connection 
with the WCC decision to end relations with three banks doing business in South Africa [Stories: 
pages 1,2.] 
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WORLD'S CHURCHES AID 
CHINA FLOOD VICTIMS 


Geneva (EPS) - The world service commission of the World Council of Churches 


has given the League of Red Cross Societies here US$ 150,000 for flood relief 
in China. 


Described as an initial response, the cheque includes funds from church agen- 
cies in Hong Kong [Christian Council], New Zealand [Christian World Service], 
Federal Republic of Germany [Brot fiir die Welt], Netherlands [ADB], Thailand 

[Church of Christ], UK [Christian Aid, Salvation Army], and USA [Church World 
Service]. 


The floods have swept six Chinese provinces, leaving 1.5 million homeless, at 
least 750 dead and about 30,000 injured. Roads and rail lines have been widely 
disrupted. 
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NEW WORLD COUNCIL-VATICAN 
CONSULTATIVE GROUP MEETS 


Rome (EPS) - A: new vehicle for cooperation between the World Council of 
Churches and the Roman Catholic Church held its first meeting here [17-18 Sep- 
tember]. 


The Joint Consultative Group on Social Thought and Action includes some aspects 
of the work of SODEPAX, whose activity ended last year. [Story: EPS no. 22/1980, 
page 10]. The communiqué from the new group notes that it has a "broader man- 
date and a wider spectrum of collaborators" than SODEPAX. 


Highlighted in the communiqué was the group's attention to peace questions, 
including fostering an ecumenical consensus on peace and disarmament that 
would lead toward catechetical and pastoral activity to voice the churches’ 
concerns in a positive and effective way." 


Other areas of concern listed were church aid and relief activities, spiritual 
formation and education toward Christian involvement in social action, and 
ways to clarify moral and ethical issues to enable common Christian witness. 


WCC participants included staff related to international affairs, development, 
combatting racism, education, inter-church aid, refugees and world service. 
Roman Catholic participants came from Vatican bodies dealing with justice and 
peace, the laity, Christian unity, and development. The group's co-moderators 
are Pierre Duprey, undersecretary of the Vatican Christian unity secretariat, 
_and Julio de Santa Ana, director of the WCC development commission. The group's 
next meeting is set for 23-24 February in Geneva. 


KKK 


NOTE: The text of the group's communique is available on request. 
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ANGLICAN COUNCIL ACTS 
ON ECUMENICAL MATTERS 


Newcastle (England) UK (EPS) - The fifth Anglican Consultative Council dealt 
with several ecumenical concerns at its meeting here [8-18 September]. 


The ACC resolved to ask its 27 autonomous member churches around the world 
if the final report of the Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission 
(ARCIC), to be published next year, is "consonant in substance with the faith 
of Anglicans" and a "sufficient basis for taking the next concrete step to- 
wards the reconciliation of our churches grounded in agreement in TAarens. 
[Earlier story: EPS no. 24, page 6 ]. 


Responses from Anglican governing bodies are expected over the next several 
years. 


In terms of Anglican relationships with other Christian traditions, the 
council: 


-~- asked the Lutheran World Federation to establish a joint working group 
to assess regional Lutheran-Anglican dialogues. 


-- Urged Anglicans to work for consensus on the status of the phrase in the 
Nicene Creed which affirms that the Holy Spirit proceeds from God the Son. 
That "filioque" clause is not used by Orthodox and has been on the agenda of 
Anglican-Eastern Orthodox theological discussions. 


-- Endorsed a visit by Canadian Anglican Bishop Henry Hill, who co-chairs 
the Anglican-Eastern Orthodox dialogue, to leaders of Oriental Orthodoxy. 


-- Asked its standing committee to find ways to forge better links with Old 
Catholic, United, and other churches with which Anglicans are in full com- 
munion. 


The council sent a message of concern and prayer to the churches in Angola, 
Namibia, and South Africa "abhoring the continuance of suffering in Angola and 
oppression in Namibia and South Africa" as a result of "the intransigence of 
the apartheid regime of South Africa." 


The council also commended for worldwide Anglican study questions grouped in 
12 areas of concern - spirituality, the gospel, violence, urban society, 
other faiths and ideologies, young people, world resources, technological de- 
velopments, power and protest, racism, justice and peace. 


It urged additional study of the concept of the collegiality of bishops, and 
approved a constitution for a new province of Anglican dioceses in Chile, 
Bolivia, and Argentina, to be inaugurated next May. 
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CHURCHES SET HELSINKI 
ACCORDS CONSULTATIONS 


Croydon (England) UK (EPS) - The first of three regional consulations on 
"Christianity, human rights, and confidence building" is scheduled here in 
October [3-8]. This north Europe meeting is to be followed by a North America 
consultation next February and one for south and central Europe next June. 


The meetings are sponsored by the Churches' Human Rights Programme for the 
Implementation of the Helsinki Final Act, a five-year activity of the Conference 
of European Churches, the National Council of Churches [USA] and the Canadian 
Council of Churches. The three organisations include members in countries 

party to the Helsinki accords on European security and cooperation. 


An announcement about theconsultations describes their purpose as "to establish 
a more solid common base in coming to grips with human rights and to plan 
effective and joint action across international and ideological frontiers." 


Among issues on the first consultation agenda are work/unemployment, religious 
freedom, and the right to information. 
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METHODIST GATHERING 
CONDEMNS APARTHEID 


Johannesburg (EPS) - Obedience 81, a weeklong gathering here of southern 
Africa Methodists, has called on "every Methodist to reject apartheid," the 
System of race separation in South Africa. 


The 800 delegates were described as the largest and most representative 

gathering of Methodists in their 165-year history in this part of the world. Press 
reports indicated that the early days of the session were marked by deep 
divisions between blacks and whites on the relationship of the church to po- 
litical activities. 


"Tensions were building up after a few days as some delegates were privately 
threatening to leave the conference," the Sunday Express reported. Whites felt 
they were being insulted and humiliated while radical blacks again belived 
that nothing concrete was achieved." 


In the end, however, delegates unanimously accepted, with almost no debate, a 
message from and a list of concerns of the conference, including the unequivo- 
cal rejection of apartheid. 


"God seeks a free South Africa," says a portion of the message, "delivered 
from the violence of oppression, revolution and war. ... What we have heard 
convicts us that every Methodist must witness against this disease which in- 
fects all our people and leaves none unscathed in our church and COURE LS ssi 6s 


"We have experienced," it continues, "how hard it is to abandon long-held prej- 
udice and long-felt bitterness. But we have seen God work this miracle in us. 
It happened because we continued to search for each other even at our time of 
deepest division and despair." 
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CHARISMATIC MOVEMENT'S 
CHURCH TIES CONSIDERED 


Geneva (EPS) - Effects on the church of the charismatic movement within it 
were considered at a recent Finnish Lutheran conference and in a new English 
Anglican report. 


In Lohja, Archbishop Mikko Juva, head of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of 
Finland, told an international Lutheran charismatic leaders meeting that he 
sees positive benefit to his church in the movement. 011i Valtonen, editor of 
a Finnish Christian newspaper, told the group that "commitment to our church 
means new reconciliation, healing the wounds of the Reformation.” 


Karachi Bishop Arne Rudvin of the Church of Pakistan said that in his country, 
"charismatics have totally identified with the local church and have worked 
for reconciliation." 


In London, a new report from a Church of England working party says the move- 
ment has powerful lessons for the rest of the church, even though some diffi- 
culties need to be overcome. 


It also observes that in recent years, there has been a softening of ''somewhat 
polarised positions" on the subject, with more attempts to maintain real fel- 
lowship between charismatics and those who do not identify with the movement. 
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CHURCH SAID DIVIDED BY 
100TH ANNIVERSARY PLAN 


Johannesburg (EPS) - The (mixed race) Dutch Reformed Mission Church in South 
Africa is seriously and deeply divided about plans for a festival marking the 
100th anniversary of its formation,according to a report from the South Afri- 
can Council of Churches. 


The report says the scheduled presence of the South African state president, 
and what some consider undue’ special prominence planned for leaders of the 
(white) Dutch Reformed Church during the weeklong festival in October are 
particular points at issue. 


A five-person protest committee is urging that the atmosphere of the commemo- 
ration be more prayerful and sorrowful because the establishment of a separate 
denomination for mixed-race persons was a forerunner of the current white mo- 
nority government's apartheid (race separation) policy. 


Protests of the plans have also included church committee resignations and 
calls for a boycott of the event. 
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PORTUGUESE-SPEAKING CHURCHES 
IN AFRICA MEET IN MOZAMBIQUE 


Maputo, Mozambique (EPS) - A second conference of representatives of churchés 
from Portuguese-speaking portions of Africa (Mozambique, Angola, Cape Verde, 
and Sao Tomé e Principe) met here for a week in September [17-22]. 


The meeting considered questions related to the role of the church in post- 
colonial society, among them Christianity and Marxism, African theological 
perspectives, public health, agriculture, evangelisation, and support for 
government programs to help people in need. 


At the opening session of the conference, Secretary General Isac David 
Mahlalela of the Christian Council of Mozambique stressed the active partici- 
pation of churches in building new societies, a role, he said, that was not 
possible prior to independence 


The first of these conferences was held in 1979, 
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GERMAN-S.AFRICAN CHURCH 
MEETING BRINGS CRITICISM 


Johannesburg (EPS) - The Broederkring, a organisation of ministers in the 
three non-white Dutch Reformed churches in South Africa,says the (white) 
Dutch Reformed Church in that country is viewed by the white-minority govern- 
ment of South-Africa as "one of its agencies or tools to present and promote 
its policy overseas." Moreover, adds its statement, DRC leaders "'choose 
voluntarily to fulfil this role." 


The Broederkring criticism followed a visit to German church people by DRC 
and other South African church leaders, financed, reports the South African 
Council of Churches, by a German public relations firm under contract to the 
South African government. 


Following the meeting, a member of the South African delegation suggested 
German appreciation for a white South African theological position which does 
not oppose apartheid (race separation). The Germans later expressed bewilder- 
ment at how the South Africans drew that conclusion. 


The Broederkring statement added that the "naive willingness" of the German 
church people to dialogue with the South African delegation is "callously 
and successfully exploited" by the DRC and the government "to gain further 
credibility and support for the government policy." 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


The British Council of Churches plansto send a three-person delegation to 
China in December in response to an invitation from the Christian Council 
there. It is the first official BCC visit since formal relationships be- 
tween Chinese and British churches ended in 1950. 


Steps have been taken to form a new interdenominational Christian student 
movement in the USA. An ecumenical student conference meeting for five days in 
Berkeley (California) resolved that efforts toward the new movement should 

be "committed to ecumenical participation and witness to the local, national, 
and global mission in the proclamation of the gospel. ' The USA University 
Christian Movement disbanded in 1969. 


The Russian Orthodox Church has begun preparations for the 1000th anniversary 
of the acceptance of Christianity in Russia, in 1988. The preparation committee, 
chaired by Patriarch Pimen of Moscow and all Russia, recently held its first 
meeting. 


The Federation of Evangelical Churches in the German Democratic Republic has 
a new head. Bishop Werner Krusche (Magdeburg) succeeds the retiring Bishop 
Albrecht Schénherr (Berlin-Brandenburg). 


Kathpress, the Austrian Roman Catholic news agency, reports that the cardinal 
primate of Hungary, Laszlo Lekai, reassigned a priest to a rural parish after 
he outlined his pacifist views at a youth gathering, even though the cardi- 
nal told him not to. The priest had been assigned to youth work in Budapest. 
The agency put the case in the context of what it described as growing ap- 
proval for conscientious objection among some informal groups of young 
believers. 


Heads of three church juridictions including Liverpool have defended a grant from 
the race relations unit of the British Council of Churches to the Liverpool 

8 Defence Committee, working on behalf of persons arrested in connection 

with rioting there earlier this year. The statement from Bishop David Sheppard 
(Anglican) Archbishop Derek Worlock (Roman Catholic) and District Chairman 
Norman Denny (Methodist) said the UK£ 500 grant was a "gesture of help to- 
wards those who have felt alienated from the rest of the community." They 

added that while the giving of the grant has been called "taking a political 
stance... to have declined such a grant could well have earned the same 

charge." 


The Roman Catholic bishops of Brazil have rejected views which seek to 

"reduce the mission of the church to the formulation of timeless principles." 
Saying that the church has "neither partisan political pretensions nor ambi- 
tions," the a: add that "does not mean that it is apolitical, “because that 
would mean "tacit acquiescence in whatever form of political power exists." 


The T.ondon-based World Association for Christian Communication has re-elected 
Genera: secretary Hans Florin to a new four-year term beginning next 

1 January. The West German Lutheran pastor is a former missions executive. As 
WACC chief administrative officer he directs communication work in more than 
50 countries. WACC has also announced the one-year appointment of Lorna de 
Smidt, a South African living in exile in the United Kingdom, as its executive 
secretary for communication education. She succeeds Thelma Awori of Liberia. 
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ECUVIEW: The Situation in Nicaragua 


A unique feature of the Nicaraguan revolution, has been the 

Christian participation in all of its phases, including the armed 
insurrection. Such participation has been an ecumenical one, with little 
difference made between Protestants and Catholics. A document released 

by the Nicaraguan bishops' conference soon after the revolution underlined 
the broad support which the church had given the revolutionary process. 
Recently, however, under the weight of the difficulties faced in the 
reconstruction, strains are beginning to appear, not only between church 
and state, but within the church itself. 


The unity which exists between Christians and their non-Christian counter- 
parts in Nicaragua cannot be overemphasized. For a visitor, it is an 
impressive experience, and one that restores hope in the possibility of 
unity in a divided world community, burdened by so many seemingly insur- 
mountable contradictions. One has the feeling that there is a deliberate, 
defiant determination to violate dogmatic conventions with regard to 
social development towards a more just society. As one Christian in 
government said, "the Sandinist boys and girls are not Marxist in the 
European sense. They are basically activists with a keen sense of what is 
right and wrong". 


There is no recognizable "persecution" of the church. Three Catholic 
priests are ministers of governments; a score of others work in various 
levels of government. Four Sandinist comandantes, we were told, had 
recently had their children baptized. The Institute of Nicaraguan Cinema, 
under the Ministry of Culture, has produced a film called "Gracias a Dios 

y a la Revolucion", about Christian participation in the revolution. Radio 
time is given on the Sandinist station for church programmes on Sundays. 


And now, to top it all off, the new Nicaraguan coins sport not only the 
portrait of General Sandino, but also a slogan that has not heretofore been 
popular among Marxist revolutionaries: "En Dios Confiamos", "In God We Trust". 


Such blatant unorthodoxy is not onlydisconcerting to traditional 
Communistss it is also being strongly opposed by some of the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy who have had second thoughts about their initially positive 
statement in support of the revolution immediately after its triumph. 


Within the Christian community this has started a kind of ideological struggle 
between those opting for a pluralistic democracy along traditional Western 
models, and those committed to a new socialist experiment. Just as alarming 

is the intense Evangelical offensive of fundamentalist Protestant sects, 
coming mostly from the USA, like the evangelist Morris Cerrullo, who 

promised to exorcize the devil who has taken possession of Nicaragua. 


- Eric Weingartner & Charles Harper * 


*The authors visited Central America for three weeks earlier this year. 
Weingdrtner is a programme secretary in the WCC international affairs 
commission. Harper is WCC secretary for Latin American human rights resources. 
This is an edited excerpt of their longer report, available on request. The 
introduction to it describes their findings as a "contribution to the ongoing 
concern of the ecumenical fellowship of churches for this critical area of the 
world. Christians and churches have shared in the suffering and participated 
Significantly in the struggle for just solutions to the region's many problems." 
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ECUTEXT: Communique on the Visit of the 
Romanian State Secretary for Religious Affairs 


The State Secretary for Religious Affairs of the Socialist Republic of 
Romania, Mr. Ion Rosianu, made a three day visit from September 16 to 20 to 
the Ecumenical Centre in Geneva at the invitation of the World Council of 
Churches, the Conference of European Churches, the Lutheran World Federation 
the World Alliance of Reformed Churches. 


In an opening address to the staff of the Ecumenical Centre, Mr. Rosianu 
described the relationship between religious bodies and the state in his 
country. He traced the evolution of that relationship and the ''climate of 
mutual respect and active co-operation" that exists among the fourteen 
religious bodies in Romania. 


In his address and in subsequent converstations with staff, Mr. Rosianu ex- 
pressed special interest in questions of international development and a new 
economic order, the search for peace and disarmament, the role of world-wide 
Christian organisations in the education of youth in a spirit of understanding 
and friendship. The discussions also covered the possibilities of dialogue 
between religion and ideology in a socialist context. 


"In present circumstances, with the deterioration of the international situa- 
tion", said Mr. Rosianu, "we regard it as more urgent than ever that the 
churches should unite their efforts and, together with the nations in which 
they are set, rise up resolutely against war and the arms race and in defence 
of the most fundamental right of peoples - the right to life, the right to 
peace, the right to a free and independent existence." 


In conversations with Mr. Rosianu, WCC General Secretary Dr Philip Potter and 
other World Council staff, attention was given to the development of struc 
tures to promote local ecumenism in Romania and to strengthen provision for 
theological education and Christian witness. 


Mr. Rosianu's visit was the first such occasion since his predecessor's visit 
in 1973. The State Secretary was accompanied by Mr. lon Negoi, deputy director 
of the foreign relations section in Mr. Rosianu's department. The visit reflect 
Romanian recognition of the role played by the World Council and other inter- 
national Christian organisations. 


The contribution of the churches to the work of building modern Romania was 
recognised by Mr. Rosianu during his visit. It was clear from the discussions 
that churches in his country also support and appreciate the strong concern of 
the Romanian state for national unity and independence and its desire for more 
flexible strategy in foreign relationships. 
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new life. 


Kampuchean refugees arrive in 
Thailand. 


Afghan refugees set up makeshift 
shelters in Pakistan. 


Vietnamese refugees wash at a 
center in the Philippines. 


A little Ethiopian refugee is 
nourished in Somalia. 


In Cameroon, a Chadian refugee 
fetches water. 


A sign in Zambia marks a resettle- 
ment center for Angolan refugees. 


In Zimbabwe, former refugees 
return to their village of origin. 


A Vietnamese refugee in Canada 
attends class. 


;, UNHCR, Geneva 


(2701, 2702): In September World Council of Churches officials announced the ending 
of relations with three banks whose involvement in South Africa was 
considered unacceptably major [Stories: EPS no.25, pages 1,2]. Discussi 
the decision with assembled journalists were (from the left), Anwar 

Barkat, director of the WCC Programme to 

Combat racism; Prexy Nesbit, PCR programme 

secretary; Philip Potter, WCC general secreta 

John Bluck, WCC communication director; and 

Wesley Kenworthy, WCC assistant general secre 

tary for finance and administration. 


Photos: John Taylor, WCC 


(27 


(2703) 


2703): Also in September at the Ecumenical Gentre, headquarters of the WCC and other orga- 
nisations, Ion Rosianu (right), Romanian state secretary for religious affairs, 
visited several officials, including WCC general secretary Philip Potter (center) 
and Metropolitan Antonie, member of the WCC central committee and Romanian Orthodox 
hierarch. 


Photos are available trom the World Council of Churches, Film and Visual Arts Department, P.O.B. 
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CHURCH AID APPEALS OF 
US$ 3.3 MILLION MADE 


Geneva (EPS) - Appeals for more than US$ 3.3 million to aid four regions or 
countries have been issued by the world service commission of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, based here. 


The largest appeal is for US$ 2.5 million for "humanitarian needs of civilian 
populations, displaced communities and internal refugees" in El Salvador, 
Guatemala, and neighboring Central American countries. 


Commission director Jean Fischer Says in a cover letter that "churches have 
become outstanding targets of repression. Religious leaders and laypeople are 
being killed by security forces and paramilitary groups in both countries. 
Others, together with peasants and trade union leaders, have fled their coun- 
tries under threat of death." 


He adds that as organised opposition to the military authorities is becoming 
stronger and more unified, there are "few signs of any substantial agreements 
by the authorities to accept a dialogue with the opposition. Christian churches 
communities, and agencies are trying to cope, meanwhile, with the sufferings 

of the people." 


> 


Another appeal, for US$ 500,000, has been made by the commission for material 
aid for Poland for the November-March phase of an on-going program [See 
EPS no.21., page.8 ]. 


Fischer reports that Polish churches in cooperation with the Polish Ecumenical 
Council "have developed an effective System for the distribution of food 
supplies and other materials to church and state institutions and homes. The 
expression of solidarity shown by churches and related agencies has been an 
important contribution much appreciated by all concerned," —. 


For Lesotho, a small southern African country, US$ 250,000 is asked to help 
reconstruct two high schools of the Lesotho Evangelical Church. 
They were seriously damaged by repeated, unexplained fires. 


A fourth appeal, for US$ 72,000,is to help victims of recent ethnic violence 
in Sri Lanka. 


EPS 
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MILLION ANGOLANS CALLED 
REFUGEES IN OWN COUNTRY 


Luanda, Angola (EPS) - Africa Church Information Service reports a million 
Angolans are "refugees in their own country" because of South African military 
action there. 


The ACIS report says the "scale of destitution... is far worse than had been 
imagined." It adds that "unless international relief organisations can find 

an effective system of assessing and providing for the needs of the Angolan 

refugees, hundreds might die from starvation and exposure." 


ACIS also calls the refugee situation in Zambia "critical". Some Angolan re- 
fugees have fled there, but "relief supplies cannot reach them because roads 
into the region have been mined, and South African troops continue to patrol 
large areas, ACIS reports. 


EPS 


ROMAN CATHOLICS, DISCIPLES 
COMPLETE FIVE-YEAR DIALOGUE 


Arfert, Ireland (EPS) - The official international theological dialogue between 
Roman Catholics and Disciples of Christ has completed its final report after 
five years of meetings. 


Paul Crow Jr., ecumenical officer of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
[USA], and co-chairperson of the 16-person dialogue commission, said the group 
outlined a consensus on the nature of church unity, church division, baptism, 
faith and tradition. He estimated dialogue results would take another five 
years to influence congregational life. 


"We discovered that Disciples and Roman Catholics have much more in common 
than we anticipated," Crow said. "We have always presumed we were eons apart, 
but like so many assumptions of a divided church, it didn't really hold up." 


Crow predicted that the dialogue would be influential in Roman Catholic inter- 
national conversations with Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, Lutheran, Methodist, 
and Reformed representatives. 


He said the dialogue between the two traditions was "unique... because we con- 
centrated on the nature of the future relationship that may someday be given to 
us... There is no question that someday there will be communion between Roman 
Catholics and Disciples and other churches. But there is a great deal of dia- 
logue and agony to come between now and then.” 


Crow projected another round of dialogue. to "tackle the difficult questions 
still before us on the nature of the church, the Lord's Supper and the ministry, 
especially the papacy." 


EPS 
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CHURCH NUCLEAR HEARING 
PARTICIPANTS ANNOUNCED 


Amsterdam (EPS) - Speakers, witnesses, and members of the hearing group have 
been announced for the International Public Hearing on Nuclear Weapons and 
Disarmament, sponsored here by the World Council of Churches 23-27 November. 


Former Swedish Prime Minister Olof Palme, now chairperson of the Independent 
Commission on Disarmament and Security Issues,is to give an opening address. 
Members of the hearing group include retired general T.B. Simatupang, former 
chief of staff of the Indonesian Armed Forces. He is currently president of 
the Indonesian Council of Churches. Others on the list of 18 members include 
Gwendoline Konie, Zambia's permanent representative to the United Nations; 

and former USA senator John Culver, now consultant to the Union of Concerned 
Scientists on arms control issues. 


The witnesses will be questioned by panel members on political aspects of 
nuclear escalation, current doctrines concerning the use of nuclear weapons, 
approaches to disarmament and non-proliferation, and related issues. Among the 
approximately 25 witnesses scheduled are K. Subramanyam, director of the Insti- 
tute for Defense Studies and Analyses in New Delhi; Belgian Dominican theologian 
Edward Schillebeeckx, theology professor at the University of Nijmegen; and 
former USA special presidential assistant for national security affairs 

McGeorge Bundy. He is now history professor at New York University. 


The hearing is organised by the WCC international affairs commission and the wcc 
church and society sub-unit. The hearing was called for by the 1980 meeting of 
WCC central committee, which said that "developments in recent years have brought 
the world closer to the brink of a nuclear war. Unless the present trents are 
reversed or immediately halted,a nuclear war is now a distinct possibility." 


EPS 


EUROPE'S CHURCH AID EFFORTS 
SAID CHALLENGED BY AFRICANS 


Zeist, Netherlands (EPS) - A meeting of Africa secretaries of European church- 
related fund raising agencies here [16-18 September] says African churches have 
challenged Europeans to change some of their procedures and assumptions. 


Reacting to a report on the August general assembly of the All Africa Confe- 
rence of Churches, the Africa secretaries noted concerns that "witness and 
evangelism as priority concerns of the churches in Africa do not receive 
adequate attention compared to the support given to service and deve lopment 
projects. A sharp division between the commitment to mission and the commit- 
ment to service is viewed as being disruptive to the life of the church." 


The European church aid officials also spoke of a challenge to insure that 
relationships "go beyond the sharing of material resources." An example cited 
was reaction to the South African military action in Angola. "While it is... 
desirable," they said, "to assist with financial means... it is even more 
important that churches in the West publicly express their solidarity and 
indignation." 


EPS 
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RESTRICTIONS ON CHURCH IN 
FRANCOPHONE AFRICA NOTED 


Yaounde, Cameroon (EPS) - A weeklong | - conference here of Roman Catholic 
representatives from 12 French-speaking African countries has agreed that 
Roman Catholicism is generally tolerated rather than welcomed in them. Usually 
it has to "watch its own behaviour to avoid being confronted by the earthly 
powers-that—be." 


A report from a special correspondent of Africa Church Information Service 

said the conference described Roman Catholicism in many of the dozen countries — 
Benin, Cameroon, Ivory Coast, Gabon, Mali, Senegal, Togo, Upper Volta, Central 
African Republic, Zaire, Rwanda, and Burundi - as "gagged" by the government, 
with views contrary to government policy subject to censorship. 


"The conference agreed that such a situation compromised the church's freedom 
and action and it was virtually impossible for it to campaign against social 
inequalities or corruption," ACIS reported. 


Zaire, the country among the dozen with the most Roman Catholics, was described 
as summing up church-state tensions. The conference noted that Zaire President 
Mobutu Sese Seko replied to criticisms from the country's Roman Catholic 
bishops by saying he would "no longer tolerate the church in Zaire setting 
itself up as state censor." The president invoked Jesus' words in the gospels, 
"yender unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's and unto God the things are 
God's", in support of his position. 


Subsequent to his statements, AZAP, the Zaire news agency, said the church 
wanted to "run current affairs platforms." It reported that members of the 
youth section of Zaire's only political party would be stationed in all places 
of worship to insure that sermons and prayers are not "reactionary." 


In another action, the conference here turned down a proposal that a continent- 
wide transmitter be built to broadcast in French. 


EPS 


GDR CHURCH LEADER SUGGESTS 
INFO IN SCHOOLS ABOUT CHURCH 


Giistrow, GDR (EPS) - The head of the Evangelical Church of Anhalt has urged 
that the GDR state education system provide basic information on the Christian 
faith. President Eberhard Natho said many people know very little about "what 
the church is and what moves the church." 


Other speakers at the synod meeting of the Federation of Evangelical Churches 
in the GDR were critical of government restrictions on travel to other Warsaw 
Pact countries such as Poland, Hungary, Romania, and Bulgaria. 


Evangelischer Pressedienst, news agency of the Evangelical Church in (the 
Federal Republic of) Germany reported that for the first time in more than 
a year, GDR authorities permitted Western correspondents to report from a 
GDR synod meeting. 


The gathering adopted a statement on peace made in August by the central 
committee of the World Council of Churches. [Story: EPS no.23 , page2 ] 

It also affirmed the ecumenical community as a way to further reconciliation 
across all boundaries. 


EPS 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


The directors of the Ecumenical Development Cooperative Society, meeting in 
Geneva, have approved a US$ 72,000 loan for a collective coffee and cocoa 
marketing project in the Ivory Coast, and a US$ 20,000 loan for a fruit box 
factory in Peru. The society is a kind of "ecumenical world bank" making loans 
to assist the world's poor. Board member Robert Thomas, president of the over- 
seas ministries division of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) [USA], 
said the society's low-interest loans "are one way that Christians can deal 
with each other across the vast rich-poor divide, making capital available 
where it was unobtainable before." Its US$ 5 million in loan capital comes 
from individual and group investors. 


Meaningful work for young people is an international problem churches have 
ignored says Karl Hertz, director of the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, 
Switzerland. Hertz, speaking in Indianapolis (Indiana) USA, said the problem 
exists both in industrial societies of Europe and North America and in Third 
World countries. 


The Danish church relief and development organisation, Danchurchaid, has 

cabled its support of the South African Council of Churches in the wake of recent 
verbal clashes between it and South Africa police minister Louis Le Grange. 

[See EPS no. 25, page 8 ]. 


An ecumenical delegation from Britain and Ireland has returned from the Middle 
East and recommended direct negotiations between representatives of Israel 

and the Palestinians, the latter "determined by the Palestinians themselves." 
The team noted it met none among many Palestinians it talked with "who doubted 
that the Palestine Liberation Organisation represents the aspirations of the 
Palestinian people." The delegation included staff of the British and Irish 
Councils of Churches, plus Anglican, Quaker, Roman Catholic, and Reformed 
representatives. 


The National Council of Churches [USA] news and information committee has voted 
opposition to "the licensing of journalists that has been suggested in discus- 
sions of a new world information and communication order.'' The group added its 
Support for other aspects of the discussions, "particularly... the goal of 

giving full opportunity to people everywhere to tell their own story to their 

own communicty and to the world." However, it said, state licensing of joura- 
lists "creates the frightening possibility that journalists whose reporting 
displeases... the state could have their licesess revoked, their voices stilled." 


Kathpress, the Austrian Roman Catholic news agency, reports that six Czechoslo- 
vak Roman Catholics were given prison sentences of from 10 months to three 
years for illegal trading in religious literature. Kathpress said all six 
pleaded not guilty. Two of the six were Signers of the Charter 77 memorandum 
on human rights in Czechoslovakia. 


Klaus Gysi, GDR state secretary for religious affairs, told a gathering of 
Berlin University students that "social peace service" as an alternative to 
military service is "not acceptable." Gysi said military strength is "the most 
genuine and biggest contribution" of the GDR to securing peace. Some groups 

of young Christians and others have urged an alternative service option. 


EPS 


No. 27 - 2 Octoberl1981 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


Representatives of the World Council of Churches and the ecumenical Taizé 
Community met for three days at the community's headquarters about 75 khlom— 
meters north of Lyon. On the agenda were relationships between the two, 
espicially in view of the WCC's 1983 assembly in Vancouver. 


The moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Ghana has called for a total mo- 
bilisation of resources to eliminate hunger in Africa. I.H. Frempong con- 
trasted images of Africans going without food with the vast expanses of fer- 
tile land on the continent. 


A copyright specialist engaged by the Seventh-day Adventists, says the works 
of Adventist pioneer Ellen G. White (1827-1915) "did not constitute copyright 
infringement/piracy." Her 70 books are central to Adventist beliefs about 
theology, health, and church life. Former Adventist minister Walter Rea says 
White borrowed much more material for her writings than church leaders have 
generally acknowledged. His book,"The White Lie is to be published later 
this year. 


Prime Minister Garret Fitzgerald of the Irish Republic says he would like to 
make his predominantly Roman Catholic country non-sectarian in terms of govern— 
ment. "We have something here," he said in a radio interview, "that Northern 
Ireland Protestants find unacceptable," a reference to concerns of the 
religious majority in the part of the island still part of the United Kingdom. 
The majority of the populationof a united Ireland would be Roman Catholic. 

"Our laws and our constitution, our practices and our attitudes," he said, 
"reflect those of the majority ethos and are not acceptable to Protestants." 


All-Church Press, a 67-year-old ecumenical publishing venture in the USA, has 
gone out of business because of financial difficulties. It published a chain 
of papers with a page or more devoted to news of each local church sponsor 
and the rest to national and international religion news. 


Benjamin Masilo, vice president of the Evangelical Church and president of 

the Christian Council of Lesotho, has been reported alive and well in South 
Africa. USA Presbyterian missionary David Miller, on home leave from Lesotho, 
said Masilo called to say he is all right. He was abducted 4 September. Also 
this month, another CCL leader newspaper editor Edgar Motuba,was taken 
from his home and found dead two days later. And CCL executive committee 
member Litsietsi Putsoa was reported in police custody. Lesotho Prime Minister 
Jonathan Lebua has been at odds with church leaders opposed to his rule, which 
has included suspension of the country's parliament. [Earlier story: EPS no.25, 
page 8]. 


A yearlong celebration of the 800th anniversary of the birth of Francis of 


Assisi begins 4 October, the day on which he is remembered in several church 
calendars. He was born in 1181. 


EPS 
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ECUTEXT: Tourism - What Can the Churches Do?* 


As the people of God committed to love, justice and service in the world, the 
church is being challenged to fulfill its role in society. In relation to 
tourism, the church can speak for the positive values of tourism and at the 
Same time speak against its negative aspects. 


Such prophetic tasks could lead the church to work for alternatives in tourism 
that are wholesome, creative and FUStOs: Zoe 


Some of the factors involved in "just tourism" would be: 

~ The cessation of "sex tours" that further dehumanize both the tourist and 
the women and men in the host country. 

~ An end to the insensitive ways by which tourists succumb to commencial en- 
tertainment which exploits sacred sites and religious rituals including 
those of other faiths. 

~- Exposing the exploitative and deceptive means used in the promoting and imple- 
menting of tourism. 

- Insisting that the travel industry pay for social environmental, and other 
damages. This means that the tourist should be prepared to pay the total cost 
of travel, including the hidden social costs. 


Local churches could assist this process in the following ways: 

— Conduct group studies on the advantages and disadvantages of tourism in their 
own particular context. From their faith-thinking and motive-searching, a 
theology of tourism could emerge. 

~ Sponsor dialogues (or a series of them) between people interested in and in- 
volved in tourism industry, government planners, tourist organisers, research- 
ers, ethicists, theologians and students. 

- Adopt a Bill of Rights and Code of Ethics that will help all concerned become 
more sensitive and responsible. 

~ Be responsible stewardsof God's creation: mountain, land, sea, air and most 
of all human beings. 

- Identify with and Support oppressed people who are struggling to attain dig- 
nity and justice, being especially sensitive to racism, sexism and neo-colo- 
nialism. 


The church has an international membership and could experiment with a TSG 

tourism". Examples of this would require complete cooperation between peoples 

of the third world and the first world to: 

- Ensure that the concerns of the tourist do not conflict with the hopes and 
life style of the host country. 

- Assist the tourists to interpret their experience go that their travel expe- 
riences will be integrated with the rest of their life and faith. 

- Provide a ministry to travellers 

- Prepare travellers through such material as films, tapes and study sessions 
so that travellers are aware of matters of justice,and sensitive about their 
own life style. 


- Provide alternative tours and exposure trips arranged by local people. 


* This is an excerpt from a report on a tourism workshop sponsored by the 
Christian Conference of Asia in Manila 12-25 September 1980. It is among 
materials assembled for an International Conference on Church and Tourism 
scheduled for Stockholm 2-6 November under World Council of Churches and 
Swedish church auspices [See EPS No. 13, page 8]. 


EPS 


8 No.28 - 2 October 1981 


ECUVIEW: Background Update on Kampuchea* 


It has been a good year for the people of Kampuchea especially when compared 
with the last few years. People have had food, factories have begun to 
work, hospitals have had medicines to dispense, schools have had supplies. 
The change since January 1977 when the present authorities ousted the Khmer 
Rouge is nothing less than spectacular. 


Unfortunately, next year does not look so bright. Some world relief agencies 
are already talking about a new emergency and an increase in the shortfall 
of food. 


The recent reseating of the Khmer Rouge at the United Nations points up the 
continuing inability of the Vietnamese-backed Heng Samrin government to 
garner international political support. This, despite in the last year, a 
nationwide election and the introduction of a new constitution. 


Latest eyewitness reports indicate that, both in the area of security and in 
agriculture the situation is far from happy. The present government has 
always had to face the fact that the former Khmer Rouge rulers still occupy 
part of the country, particularly near the Thai border. Bands of bandits 
and/or guerillas have continued to be present in some parts of the country- 
side. Travel outside the towns and cities has remained hazardous. The 
recent re-imposition of curfews and the earlier hours (7pm to 5am in provin- 
cial cities, 9pm to 5am in Phnom Penh) seem to indicate either no progress 
or even a worsening of the situation. 


In the area of agriculture it is the natural, or rather unnatural, phenomena 
that are causing relief workers to sound warning noises about a possible new 
emergency. Drought and floods have affected large areas of the country. 

The southern provinces have been hit by drought and the eastern and Mekong 
river areas have been flooded. 


The drought up to mid-June prevented ploughing being carried out and 
destroyed the seed rice nurseries, despite three plantings. To compensate, 
seed held in store has now been distributed. 


The drought is still continuing and all provinces are pessimistic about the 
harvest... Early melting of the Himalayan snows brought flooding to the Mekong. 
This badly affected both the maize and vegetable crops....-- 


All the uncertainty comes at a time when the main agencies running the 
Kampuchean relief programme are themselves uncertain. Shortage of funds, no 
firm programme plans for 1982, the belief, up to a few weeks ago, that the 
emergency was coming to an end - all combine to increase uncertainty sur- 
rounding the continuation of the general relief programme to Kampuchea. 
Meanwhile, workers and the programmes remain in SuspenSe----- 

ee an se 


* This backgrounder was prepared following discussions with representatives 
of more than a dozen United Nations and non-governmental agencies working in 
Kampuchea. A mid-October meeting is to decide on a 1982 assistance plan 
under the auspices of the World Council of Churches and the Christian Con- 
ference of Asia. The 1981 WCC/CCA effort included supplies of 1,000 tonnes 
of rice seed, 500 tonnes of superphosphate, 1,000 litres of fungicide, and 
US$5,000 worth of vegetable seed. 
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ECUVIEW: "The Situation in Central America" 


There is a strong, overall impression that the most Significant change that 

has occurred within the past year in an area which was alreadyone of the most 
explosive in the world is the Reagan administration's determination to reassert 
exclusive American authority and control over the region's development. The 
Strategies designed to achieve this goal include: 


a) propping up with economic and military aid repressive dictatorships 
friendly to the USA, primarily El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras, but 
also Guyana, Haiti and the Dominican Republic; 


b) destabilizing by economic pressures, political isolation, 
press manipulation and military threats socialist and social-democratic 
regimes such as Cuba, Nicaragua, Grenada and Jamaica, where it has 
already achieved desired results; and 


c) fostering right-wing tendencies in relatively stable democracies, notably 
Costa Rica, but also Panama, Trinidad, Bahamas and Puerto Rico. 


With the Reagan administration, industrialist interests of the USA are attempt- 
ing to rebuild the American economy by reversing the flow of capital, at the 
same time assuring the continued accessibility by the USA of raw materials 

and energy resources. 


The primary geopolitical factor in Central America therefore is oil. The pres- 
ent USA administration considers continued control and access to these re- 
sources as absolutely indispensable for the survival of its economic and in- 
dustrial system. This all the more so as the Middle East region becomes in- 
creasingly vulnerable as far as American interests are concerned. As a conse- 
quence, the area is one of the most militarized in the world. 


The increasing involvement and influence of European countries in the region 
has been viewed as an important new and positive factor. Aside from financial 
aid given by European governments, the political activities of the Socialist 
International play an increasingly important role. 


The failure of the American "White Paper on El Salvador" to impress Europeans 
into considering the Central American conflict as basically an East-West pro- 
blematic is indicative of what could esclate into major West-West tensions 
regarding this region. 


There seems to be a consensus that the economic aid offered and the politi- 
cal steps undertaken by Europeans, together perhaps with Mexicans and Canadians, 
provide a necessary sobering element to the USA and may give the region the 
needed respite to pursue the solution of its own local and international 
problems. 


In spite of repeated and virulent accusations on the part of the Reagan admi- 
nistration, the role of the Soviet Union in the area has been surprisingly 
low-key, apart from its intensive relationship with Cuba. In the long term, 
the success of more pluralistic models of socialism, such as is being de- 
veloped in Nicaragua, may even serve to limit more effectively the influence 
of the Soviet Union in the area. 


- Eric Weingdrtner & Charles Harper * 


* Weingadrtner is a programme secretary in the WCC Commission of the Churches 
on International Affairs. Harper is WCC secretary for Latin American human 
rights resources. Both visited Central America for three weeks last May and June. 
This is an edited excerpt of their longer report, available on request. 
Another excerpt appeared in EPS no.26, page 7. 
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BISHOP AMONG THOSE 
KILLED WITH SADAT 


Cairo (EPS) - Those who assassinated Egyptian President Anwar al-Sadat also 
killed one of the Coptic Church's leading figures - Bishop Samuel, whose 
church portfolio included public and ecumenical affairs and social services. 


His funeral, in Cairo's large Coptic cathedral, was attended by an estimated 
eight to ten thousand people, including representatives of other Christian 
churches in Egypt, other Oriental Orthodox churches, the Middle East and World 
Councils of Churches, and the Vatican. Also present were several high-ranking 
government officials and Egypt's Islamic religious leader. The Coptic Church 
is the largest Christian community in mostly Muslim Egypt. 


The dead bishop was long active in international ecumenical affairs, including 
the All Africa Conference of Churches, the Middle East Council of Churches 

(of which he was one of three co-presidents), and the World Council of Churches 
of whose central committee he was a member since 1961). He was one of five 
bishops Sadat appointed in early September to administer the church in terms 

of its state relationships. 


Setting up the bishops' committee was among several actions Sadat took last 
month to combat what he described as religious extremism and threats to national 
unity. He also withdrew the 1971 government decree endorsing the election 

of Pope Shenouda III as Coptic Church head. The pope has since been at a desert 
monastry, where he wrote a pastoral letter urging church members to "remain 
calm" and describing the bishops committee the "subject of my love". [Story: 

EPS no, 25, page 3.] 


The brunt of Sadat's actions, however, fell on Islamic fundamentalists, four 
of whom have been charged with the assasination . 


The church's Holy Synod met in extraordinary session after the assassination 
according to a report in the French-language Journal d'Egypte. A communique 
from the meeting accented the need for national unity and underlined the 
church's role in the current "delicate stage of Egyptian history." The 
bishops also spoke of the "necessity to remain faithful to the noble prin- 
ciples which inspired the action of President Sadat and for which he died." 
The bishops endorsed then vice president Hosni Mubarak as Sadat's successor. 
He was subsequently overwhelmingly approved in a national referendum. 


The Coptic hierarchy includes more than 50 bishops. Absent from the synod 
meeting, besides the pope, were eight bishops who are in jail. In a meeting 
before the assassination, the same synod said it understands "the conditions 
that dictated the resolutions made by the president to overcome sectarian 
troubles and preserve national unity." It also declared that "the ecclecial 
postion of Pope Shenouda III has not been touched. The canons of our church 
are preserved and followed." 


The bishops added that "the Holy Synod is the sole body that has the right to 
speak on behalf of the church and to decide what is best for her." They 
warned against "negative trends and strange ideas opposed to the well-being 
of the church and the nation that may creep into the thinking of those living 
abroad and separated them from the true spirit of the Coptic church..." 


[NOTE: The text of the WCC condolence message appears as an ECUTEXT, page 11]. 
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N. EUROPE CHURCH REPS 
MEET ON HUMAN RIGHTS 


Croydon (EPS) - The first of three subregional consultations of the Churches’ 
Human Rights Program has issued an appeal to strengthen "the implementation 
of such basic human rights as the right to work, freedom of information and 
the right of religious freedom." 


The program was formed by the Conference of European Churches, the Canadian 
Council of Churches and the National Council of Churches [USA] as a church 
response to the 1975 Helsinki Accords signed by the USA, Canada, and most 
countries of Europe. 


The north Europe conference, here [3-8 October], included about 35 church 
representatives from Ireland and Iceland in the west to Poland and the 
Soviet Union in the east. A similar North America gathering is scheduled for 
February, followed by one for south and central Europe in Trieste in June. 
Next October, a gathering of church representatives from all countries which 
signed the accords is scheduled for Bucharest. 


"Commitment to the implementation of human rights includes a commitment to 
peace and detente," a conference report said, "Just as the struggle for 
peace includes a struggle for the full dignitiy of the human being." 


A conference statement covered several specific subjects,among them: 


- Work: "Many people now suffer from the tension between socially necessary 
work and personal fulfillment through creative activity. How can we help 
people to develop a new work ethic, new forms of community-creating work 
and meaningful models for a redistribution of income?" 


-~ Information: "Freedom of information is a basic requirement for maturity 
and the forming of human conscience. We have assumed that information has 
a different value in different social systems and plays a different role 
in them. How can we put people in a position to be able to evaluate in- 
formation, to understand it and thereby to develop critical faculties for 
making decisions?" 


- Religous freedom: It “includes the right to draw conclusions for exercising 
responsibility in society, such as is the case for specific forms of 
education for peace by the churches." 


The group also urged freedom from "European myopia" and expressed concern 
about lack of progress at the second Helsinki follow-up conference which 
began in Madrid last November. "If Madrid fails to produce a significant 
step forward on the path leading on from Helsinki," the consultation said, 
"this may well spell catastrophe for détente... and leave the way open for 
a further escalation of the arms race.” . 


Its statement asked churches to press for a European disarmament conference, 
including consideration of proposals for nuclear free zones. 
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EFFORTS TO DESTROY 
CHURCH COUNCIL SEEN 


Johannesburg (EPS) - A former employee of the accounting service for the 
South African Council of Churches has been acquitted of all charges of 
involvement in fraud and theft totaling nearly 40,000 rand. 


But the council's general secretary, Desmond Tutu, says the acquittal is 
related to efforts to destroy it because of its work "especially... providing 
for the dependants of political prisoners and in providing legal defence for 
people facing political charges." 


The magistrate in the case faulted the council for allegedly confused book- 


keeping, and accepted arguments that the defendant was being used as a 
scapegoat. 


Referring to a similar case with a similar result last year, Tutu said "it 

is interesting that on two occasions when the SACC has brought complaints of 
financial dishonesty and the matters have come to court, it was the complainant 
who ended up being in the dock." 


He added that "despite what the magistrate has said... we are not afraid of 
anyone examing our books." He said the council arranged an outside review 
of its affairs which "over the relevant period.... gave the SACC a clean 
6411 /of »health.™ 


I will not be deterred by all the vilifications and denigrations and personal 
attacks by people ranging from prime ministers to magistrates," Tutu concluded- 
"We will stand by what we believe God wants us to do." 


In another South African development, 300 blacks sent by the South African 
government to the Transkei reportdly managed to return to Capetown. On Sunday, 
11 October, a group of them gathered outside the Dutch Reformed church where 
the South African prime minister usually worships. The building was guarded 
and the blacks did not attempt to enter. 


In a message to members of the white parish, the group invoked their shared 
Christian faith and implored the congregation to influence those in it . 
responsible for the white-minority-government's race policies. "We have suffered 
greatly through actions undertaken by members of your church, who profess the 
Same faith we do, and whom you support," it said. 


Transkei is one of the areas recognised by South Africa as black homelands. 


[The message of the sroup appears as an ECUTEXT in this EPS, pagell.] 


In another South African church protest, the synod of the Evangelical Presby- 
terian Church in South Africa expressed "indignation, anger, and deep concern" 
at the arrest of the son of its moderator. "We... wish to protest in the 
strongest possible terms against the detention without trial of Charles Bill. 
We once more ask that he be either convicted in co 
the synod said. "We affirm that neither our leader 
will be intimidated by such security measures." 


urt or released immediately," 
S nor our church as a whole 
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GOVERNMENT FREES 
ETHIOPIAN BISHOP 


Addis Ababa (EPS) - The Ethiopian government has released Bishop Paulos of 
the Ethiopian Orthodox Church. He was imprisoned for five years. 


The hierarch is a member of the World Council of Churches central committee. 
In a message to the church patriarchate, WCC General Secretary Philip Potter 
expressed joy at the release and offered prayer "that he and the church will 
continue to witness to the freedom of the gospel and to the service which we 
are called to give for the well being of the whole community." 


The news came about the same time as a report from the [Federal] German 
Evangelical Alliance about the Ethiopian visit of the head of an alliance 
organization which finances Bible schools and evangelism programs in Ethiopia. 
The report quoted him that "in most cases it is local or regional autho- 
rities who do not follow the state's concept of religious freedom that are 
responsible for the discrimination and the persecution of Christians." 


EPS 


USA CHURCH, BUSINESS REPS 
DIALOGUE. ON SOUTH AFRICA 


New York (EPS) - About 125 business and church participants and observers met 
for a day here to discuss corporate policies regarding South Africa. That 
country's white-minority-government's system of race separation brought re- 
peated condemnations from both business and church people. But what to do 
about it revealed a spectrum of views among the representatives of 29 of the 
500 largest USA corporations and 30 religious agencies . 


There was no effort to draft an agreement or consensus statement, although the 
view of William Broderick of the international governmental affairs office 

of Ford Motor Co. seemed to have general concurrence: ''Business as usual is 
not acceptable," he said, "but moral outrage is not enough." 


The day featured three panels - on corporate performance in the workplace, USA 
investors and the South African government, and the way for corporations to 
"contribute to meaningful social change" in the country. (Not all present 
agreed, however, on what would constitute such change.) 


Some participants said the most important part of the day was that it happened 
at all. "Believe me," quipped one corporation executive, "they weren't standing 
in line to come here." 


Agencies of several denominations (Lutheran, Anglican, United, Reformed, Bap- 
tist, Methodist, Roman Catholic), Ford and General Motors, and the Interfaith 
Center on Corporate Responsibility arranged the day. Other corporations re- 
presented included Control Data, Colgate Palmolive, and Citibank. 


Business representatives generally pointed to what they described as progress 
for blacks as a result of corporate policies and actions in South Africa. 
However, some, though not all, church representatives said corporate with- 
drawal is preferable because efforts to aid the black majority are ''coopted 
for evil by the South African government." Others questioned whether the 
corporate examples represent real social change or are just "polishing the 
chains" on non-whites. 
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LUTHERAN-METHODIST GROUP 
NOTES SEVERAL AGREEMENTS 


Oslo (EPS) - Participants in the official international Lutheran-Methodist 
theological dialogue have noted basic agreement in their understandings of 
salvation, the Holy Spirit, and ministry. 


The third of a projected five meetings of the group was held here [3-9 October]. 
Theme of the session was the church as a community of grace. The 1982 and 1983 
meetings are to be on word and sacraments and the church's mission. 


Though differences exist on the question of sanctification - how a Christian's 
life is changed as a result of God's action to justify the sinner - USA 
Methodist Bishop William Cannon, co-chairperson of the group, noted that both 
traditions stress the dependence of the Christian on God's grace. 


USA Lutheran Professor David Tiede, the other co-chairperson, noted the im- 
portance of understanding the historical setting and circumstances of the 
origins of both movements, Lutheranism in Germany in the 16th century, 
Methodism in England in the 18th. 


Co-sponsors of the dialogue are the World Methodist Council and the Lutheran 
World Federation. 
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WALDENSIAN-METHODIST GROUP 
NOTES CHRISTIAN DIFFERENCES 


Rome (EPS) - An Italian Waldensian-Methodist ecumenical commission report 
says differences between Protestantism and Roman Catholicism should not be 
minimized. 


Notwithstanding ecumenical progress in recent years, the report says, "Catho- 
licism and Protestantism are two profoundly different ways of understanding 
and living Christianity." 


The report speaks of the "will for hegemony on the part of Cahtolicism in its 
encounters with the rest of " Christianity. It calls the papacy "the incar- 
nations of the will for hegemony" and thus "the greatest obstacle to 
Christian unity." 


It is critical of bilateral theological dialogues between Roman Catholicism 
and other Christian traditions because they make "havoc of the front of non- 
Roman churches." It also criticizes media attention to the pope which, it 
Says, make him appear omnipresent and the one who "holds the reins of the 
ecumenical movement."’ The report is to be studied in congregations prior to 
the 1982 Waldensian-Methodist synod meeting. 
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IMPROVEMENTS IN WORLD 
REFUGEE SITUATION SEEN 


Geneva (EPS) - Poul Hartling, United Nations high commissioner for refugees, 
reports signs of a reduction in refugee aid requirements. 


In a report to the commission executive committee he said he is "relieved to 
see that... sharp annual increases are not recurring,'' as happened between 
1977 and 1980 when spending on world refugee needs increased fivefold to more 
than US$ 500 million. He noted that "even some decrease is expected" this 
year and next. : 


The 1.7 million Afghan refugees in Pakistan remain the biggest single group, 
he reported, "all eagerly expressing their wish to return to their homeland 
when circumstances permit." 


The commissioner said voluntary repatriation of refugees to their country of 
orign is the best course to follow. He cited a recently completed repatriation 
program involving more than 650,000 people from Zimbabwe, and the start of a 
similar project for Chad nationals uprooted by civil war there. 


In Nairobi, a regional UNHCR official, Albert-Alain Peters, noted a gradual 
easing of the refugee problem in the four-nation horn of Africa (Somalia, 
Sudan, Djibouti, and Ethiopia). Peters, commission refugee-center coordinator 
for the four countries, said refugee malnutrition is slowly being controlled. 


Nonetheless, he said, the region's refugee problems are second only to Pakistan's, 
with estimates of the number in the horn ranging from 900,000 to 1.3 million, 
most in Sudan and Somalia. 


In Oslo, Hartling's office was awarded the 1981 Nobel Peace Prize 14 Ocotber. 
At work since 1951, the office also received the prize in 1954. 
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JAPANESE CHURCHES IN EFFORT 
ON BEHALF OF 'UNTOUCHABLES' 


Tokyo (EPS) - Japanese churches are mounting a petition drive to extend 
legislation meant to prevent discrimination against the Burakumin, a group 
in Japanese society whose social status has parallels with that of India's 
untouchables. 


The current 10-year-old law expires next March, but three Japanese church 
leaders say many of its objectives remain unfulfilled. 


In a letter appealing for support of the drive, General Secretary Tsutomu 
Shoji and Chairperson Yoichi Kishimoto of the National Christian Council of 
Japan and General Secretary John Nakajima of the United Church of Christ in 
Japan, say the Burakumin are "denied the basic rights of freedom of marriage 
and occupation which are guaranteed in our constitution." 


They add that the Japanese government "follows a policy of making this social 
problem appear as insignificant as possible, in spite of the continued exis— 
tence of 3 million persons living in 6,000 segregated communities." 
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FINNISH CHURCH SUGGESTS 
IMMIGRATION PRINCIPLES 


Helsinki (EPS) - The foreign affairs committee of the Evangelical-Lutheran 
Church of Finland has Suggested principles to guide the nation's immigration 
policy. 


Reacting to a report published by a state committee on migration, the church 
committee said Finland should not be "evading its responsibility to partici- 
pate, also by means of labour policy, in creating employment opportunities 
for less fortunate workers, espicially those from the Third World." 


The church committee also urged that "social, educational and general cultur- 
al services for foreign workers and their families should be provided in a 
Manner commensurate with the standard expected to be provided for Finnish 
immigrants in other countries." 


It said that the country's immigration policy should be such that no one is 
prevented by legislative or other, indirect means from leaving the country or 
Telurnino. fo" itt 


The number of non-Nordic born persons in Finland is estimated at about 12,000, 
out of a population of approximately 5 million. 
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AFRICAN EVANGELICALS 
MEET ON LOCAL CHURCH 


Lilongwe, Malawi (EPS) - The general secretary of the Association of Evange- 
licals of Africa and Madagascar told the group's fourth assembly, here, that 
some Christians pay insufficient attention to the church. 


Tokunboh Adeyemo, who also chairs the World Evangelical Fellowship, addressed 
the approximately 350 participants from more than 125 church groups and 
Christian organizations from about 30 countries. In the past 20 years, he said, 
"our emphasis has been on the parachurch organization. Good as this May be, 

it is neither bihlical nor safe. Central to the heart of God and the Scriptures 
is the church. I suspect that something is radically wrong with our ecclesio- 
logy." 


Both he and association president Samuel Odunaike, who chairs the Nigerian 
Evangelical Fellowship, urged attention to and support for the local church. 
"If Europe gave the world modern missions and United States gave the 20th 
century the impetus for world evangelization, let Africa rise today and offer 
the world a model for the local church," Odunaike said. 
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AUSTRALIAN CHURCH 
ACTS ON ABORIGINES 


Sydney (EPS) - In the wake of an international church report critical of 
the condition of Australia's Aborigine population, two Uniting Church 

in Australia synods have acted on property they own with Aborigines in 
mind. 


The New South Wales synod, meeting here, gave property worth about 

A$ 250,000 as an "unqualified gift to the Aboriginal people." And the 
Northern Territory synod rejected an A$ 10 million proposal to develop 
some land it owns as a hotel complex. Instead, commercial development 
of the Alice Springs tract is to incorporate "the needs of Aboriginal 
people." 


The. report by the World Council of Churches visitation team earlier this 
year also led to comments and resolutions on the Aborigine situation in 
other regional meetings of the Uniting and Anglican churches in recent 
weeks. 


A new Gallup poll says 53 percent of Australians agree with the view of 
the report that "racism is entrenched in every aspect of Australian 
society." Forty percent disagree; seven percent are unsure. Half 

those polled say not enough is being done by federal and state governments 
to help Aborigines. A quarter say the right amount is being done; 18 
percent say too much is. 


Jean Skuse, Australian Council of Churches general secretary, called 
the poll a "remarkable public vindication of the integrity and accuracy 
of the WCC team's observations and findings. I think it answers 

the accusations and inaccuracies and wild, unfounded judgements that 
have been levelled at the report by people in the community who refuse 
to see the massive injustice being suffered by Aboriginal people," she 
added. 


[Story on the report: EPS no. 21, page 2.] 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


A new Swedish translation of the New Testament, sponsored and authorized by 
the government, is expected to be available in November. A Special thanks-— 
giving day for the version was 11 October. Portions of the new translation 
have been read on Swedish television and printed in newspapers since mid- 
September. 


The Re-Formed Association of Churches of Christ (Disciples) and the United 
Reformed Church in England and Wales have merged to form the United Reformed 
Church in the United Kingdom. The URC is a result of an earlier merger of 
Presbyterians and Congregationalists. 


Robert. Nelson, retiring Africa executive for the Christian Church (Disciples 
‘of Christ) [USA], predicts that growing African church independence will 
eventually help "Madison Avenue -style evangelism to burn out" on the conti- 
nent. He says North Americans who see Africa as a "promotional playground" 
and who "have no interest in seeing the African church develop as a whole" 
are a continuing problem there. And, he adds, "because the African people 
need financial assistance they are prey to these promoters. Sometimes they 
unwittingly sell their souls for a mess of pottage." 


The new text of Roman Catholic canon law, was expected to be approved this 
month by the pontifical commission overseeing the revision, in process 
18 years. It would still be subject to Pope John Paul II's approval before 
publication. The law has been unchanged since it was codified in 1917. 


An 18-member delegation from the National Council of Churches [USA] is to 
visit China 12-30 November. Besides council staff, the group includes seve- 
ral USA denominational leaders. Four Chinese church leaders were NCC guests 
th “£979 2°" Tt "we return from China with an increased sensitivity to the need 
for mutuality in our relationships with other Christians around the world, 
including those in China, we will have gained a great deal", says Franklin 
Woo, director of the NCC China program. 


The third round of official theological dialogue between theologians from 
Reformed and Lutheran denominations in the USA has begun. Six meetings in 

two years are projected, the purpose being to "rediscover the common roots" 

of the two traditions, examine "areas of mutual concern," and "discover further 
theological steps we might take together." European Lutheran and Reformed 
churches are generally officially in full fellowship with each other. Re- 
commendations for official fellowship from earlier rounds of the USA dialogue 
have not been implemented. 


Reformed and Lutheran churches in Austria and Hungary have scheduled special 
events to mark the 200th anniversary of the 1781 Edict of Toleration. That 
officially gave Lutheran, Reformed, and Eastern Orthodox Christians ruled 

by Habsburg Emperor Joseph II a measure of religious freedom. It thus 
tolerated a reemergence of non-Roman Catholic church organizations after 
generations of official opposition. 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


The Australian Anglican General Synod has backed away from a proposal to build 
a multi-million-dollar "great church" to mark the country's bicentennial in 
1988. The synod left the way open for a possible decision in favor later in the 
decade. Opponents called such a one-denominational national cathedral an 
irrelevant and extravagant misuse of resources. "Like bishops ' palaces, 
cathedrals and 'great churches' are images of power we can do without," said 
one. Supporters saw it as an important symbol to "capture the spirit of the 
nation" and be a "platform from which the gospel would be preached". 


USA Roman Catholic theologian Rosemary Radford Reuther told a United Methodist 
commission meeting in Madison (Wisconsin) that seminary women's studies pro- 
grams are "marginal and vulnerable," threatened by cadres of hostile white 
male students. She said she hoped for a time when a feminist critique would 
"transform the way all topics are taught" in seminaries. 


A delegation of Reformed and Lutheran pastors of Hungarian congregations in 
west Europe and North America spent a week visiting HUDSATY at the invitation 
of the World Federation of Hungarians and the country's council of churches. 


A group of GDR sociologists has pegs 15 "theses on Martin Luther" 
Published by a an organ of the country's ruling communist party, they stress 
Luther's ‘revolutionary impact on society, notwithstanding "the contradiction 
between his role as initiator of a broad revolutionary movement, which in- 
cluded all oppositional classes, and his own limited objective, which Mas a 
moderate middle-class position orientated toward the regional sovereign. 
Church and state in the GDR are separately planning major attention to Luther 
and his legacy during 1983, the 500th anniversary of his birth. 


There was a delay in the installation of Bishop Lutfi al-Lahham as head of the 
Melkite Catholic Church in Jerusalem following reported objections from the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation, Syria, and other Arab sources. He was to 
succeed Archbishop Hilarion Capucci, expelled from Israel in 1977 after ser- 
ving three years in jail on charges of smuggling guns to Arabs opposed to 
Israel. 


The executive committee of the International Christian Federation for the 
Prevention of Alcoholism and Drug Addiction says "the world church has a 
significant responsibility for the solution of alcohol and drug problems" 

in which "all nations and some major multi-national industries are seen to 

be involved.'' Meeting in Zakroczyn, Fralans: the committee of the London-based 
group urged that the subject be part of "appropriate sections’ of the 1983 
World Council of Churches assembly. 


The Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland has launched a home mission cam- 
paign aimed especially at holders of honorary parish offices and young 
people. 


The Australian Council of Churches executive committee has urged the Australian 
government not to support USA military aid to El Salvador, and to use 
"diplomatic efforts to secure a negotiated settlement." The committee also 
urged increased aid for El Salvador from Australian church relief agencies. 
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ECUTEXT: Message of Nyanga Bush people to members of the congregation of 
South African Prime Minister P. Botha [Related story, page 3 ] 


We the people of Nyanga Bush profess our Christianity and belief in God. 
We see the members of the[white Dutch Reformed Church]as part of this 
Christian family sharing in the common fatherhood of God. This makes us all 
brothers and sisters in this family. During these times we have suffered 
greatly through actions undertaken by members of your church, who profess the 
Same faith we do and whom you support. We have been forcefully separated as 
families, we women forced to live apart from our husbands. We were even 
separated from our children during a number of deportations. We have been 
forced to live in places where we find no work nor food and have witnessed 
the death of our children through starvation. We find our return to such 
places impossible. It is now in our utter desperation and suffering that we 
implore you in the name of God to: 


1) stop the continued separation of our families. 

2) stop the humiliation we suffer as a consequence of the constant hounding 
like criminals. 

3) prevent our removal to areas of starvation. 

4) enable us to live our united family life in a Christian way in areas of 
our choice. 


We pray that you will hear our plea and put an end to the suffering through 
the guidance of those responsible and sharing in your membership. We pray that 
soon we may be able to live as one loving Christian family free from oppres- 
sion and fear, and for your courage and strength to make that a reality. 
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ECUTEXT: Message of Condolence from Philip Potter, WCC general secretary, 
to Bishop Youannis, secretary of the Holy Synod of the Coptic 
Church [Related story, page 1 ]. 


On the occasion of the funeral rites for our beloved brother Bishop Samuel, 
we wish to convey through you to the whole Church our profound sense of grief. 
We and the churches throughout the world join you in mourning this loss and 
in giving thanks to God for the witness of his servant to the whole Oikoumene. 


‘We express as well our sincere condolences to the people of Egypt and 
especially to the families and loved ones of your dedicated President Anwar 
al-Sadat and those other eminent figures in the life of your nation, who 
fell victims to the assassins' bullets. 


‘Professing together our common faith in the Lord of life and love, we are 
shocked and deeply saddened at this act of senseless violence. We join with 
you in prayer that such atrocities will not be repeated, and that the har- 
monious relations between communities and nations to which our beloved 
Bishop Samuel was so committed will become realities. 


‘The peace of our Lord and the grace of the Holy Spirit be with us all, 
forever and ever. 
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NEWS AGENCY APOLOGIZES FOR 
EL SALVADOR CHURCH REPORTS 


New York (EPS) - Editor-in-chief H.L. Stevenson of United Press International 
has apologized for stories linking three church agencies with military 
activity against the El Salvador government. 


The UPI stories were based on USA state department documents said to have 
been taken from El Salvador guerillas. The documents' authenticity has 
been questioned. 


The World Council of Churches, Catholic Relief Services, and OXFAM were 
cited in stories by Juan Walte as being involved in a guerilla plan to 
"set up a religious and humanitarian front -.- to funnel aid and relief 
donations to the guerillas. The funds were to be used for many purposes, 
including buying weapons". 


Following agency complaints about the sources and the adverse effects on 
their work in El Salvador of the UPI reports, Stevenson said he investigated 
and reprimanded two UPI writers for not seeking a response to the charges 
from the church groups. He also wrote letters of "regret" for the "lapse 

in our editorial process". 


UPI then distributed an investigative series on the agencies’ El Salvador 
field work. Stevenson said UPIreporters found "that there had been a 
number of attempts to discredit the agencies" but that in the field "we 
could find no evidence that the claims against the groups were true". 


A Catholic Relief Services official said the news agency "handled the 
situation honourably". Paul McCleary, executive of Church World Service 
and an officer of the WCC interchurch aid commission, said unfortunately 
damage has been done, nothwithstanding the apologies. 
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REFUGEE PLAN DRAWS 
CHURCH CRITICISM 


New York (EPS) - The decision of USA President Ronald Reagan to turn back 
Haitians fleeing their country by sea and attempting to enter the USA as 
refugees has drawn church criticism. 


The Haitian influx has been running at about 1,000 a month. Haitian 
President Jean-Claude Duvalier says those returned won't face reprisals. 
Target of the new program is said to be refugee "traffickers" who charge 
US$ 1,000 or more to take Haitians to Florida, often in unsafe boats. 


Roman Catholic Archbishop Edward McCarthy of Miami called for a "more 
humane way of treating our brothers and sisters... than rejecting them on 
the high seas". 


The National Council of Churches said the program is a "violation of Judeo- 
Christian, democratic, humanitarian, and legal principles for which this 
nation stands". 
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GATHERING QUESTIONS 
YEAR-2000 CELEBRATION 


New York (EPS) - Should Christians make a special point out of celebrating 
the year 2000? Participants at an ecumenical symposium here on the subject 
tended to say any such celebration of the beginning of the third millennium 
on the Christian calendar should be low-key. 


Keynoter for the gathering was Cynthia Wedel, one of the six presidents 
of the World Council of Churches. She suggested that churches inject an 
element of hope and promise into an often threatening and gloomy future. 
She urged a hopeful celebration of the year 2000 in a spirit of Christian 
unity. 


But Thomas Stransky, past president of the Roman Catholic Paulist Fathers, 
cautioned that such a celebration could be "merely an affirmation of today's 
status quo". 


And John Brandon, associate general secretary of the 10-denomination 
Consultation on Church Union, said continuing societal problems such as 
inflation and the "rise of a new racism" could make any such celebration 
a scandal before God and to the world. 


Eastern Orthodox theologian John Meyendorff urged churches not to succumb 
to temptation to be part of some sort of media spectacular to mark the date. 


EPS 


OLD CATHOLIC, ORTHODOX 
GROUP SEES AGREEMENTS 


Zagorsk, USSR (EPS) - The Eastern Orthodox-Old Catholic international 
theological dialogue commission has adopted four joint statements out lining 
common teaching of the two Christian traditions on the authority of the 
church and in the church, infallibility, church councils, and apostolic 
succession. 


Subjects for future commission discussions are to be the doctrine of 
salvation and the sacraments, and the theology of the end time. 


Co-chairing the dialogue are Metropolitan Damaskinos, director of the 
centre of Ecumenical Patriarchate, near Geneva, and Bishop Leon Gauthier, 
head of the Christian Catholic Church of Switzerland. 
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RWANDA CHURCHES, STATE 
IN BROADCASTING DISPUTE 


Kigali, Rwanda (EPS) - New regulations for religious broadcasting are 
creating a "sharpening dispute" between churches and the government in this 
central African country, according to a report from Africa Church 
Information Service. 


ACIS writer Philibert Ransoni says elements of the dispute are government 
decisions to require payment for Sunday religious programming, and to 
alternate Sunday broadcasts between Roman Catholic and Protestant services. 


About two-thirds of the 4.5 million Rwandese are Christians; about three 
quarters of the Christians Roman Catholics. Their bishops rejected the 
plan for alternation as one which would "bring confusion into the minds of 
our followers". 


Though the government decision was in response to Protestant requests for 
airtime, the general secretary of the Rwandese Protestant council said a 
government letter announcing the measures is inconsistent. A proposed 
Protestant compromise whereby Roman Catholics and Protestants would share 
two hours for programming on Sundayshas not brought a government response, 
ACIS reports. 


The government letter also reportedly warns churches that mixing politics 
with religious programming could mean Suspension of airtime. The Roman 
Catholic bishops rejected any proposal for the government to approve 
“homilies as denying "the political maturity of our preachers and 
infringing their rights of free expression". 


Ransoni says it is reported that "anti-clericals and embittered former 
seminarians highly placed in the broadcasting bureaucracy are ... behind 
the current troubles over religious programming. In fact," he adds, 

"the programming decision was apparently a compromise between anti-church 
elements, who rejected the provision of free Sunday services, and pro- 
church elements who championed the inclusion of Protestant broadcasts". 


The ACIS writer concludes that "the programming conflict has helped to 
bring the country's churches closer together as they attempt to defend 
their common interests and beliefs". 
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HUNGARIAN MARXISTS, 
CHRISTIANS IN TALKS 


Debrecen, Hungary (EPS) - The first official dialogue between Marxist 
philosophers and Christian theologians in Hungary took place at the state 
research institute here [26 September]. 


The dialogue explored several aspects of contemporary Christianity, such 
as the relationship between faith and science, its conception of the human 
being and the human personality, and its socio-political teaching. 


Other issues that emerged included absolute and relative separations between 
Marxist philosophy and Christian theology, the possibilities and limits to 
dialogue between the two, new opportunities for cooperation and joint 
reflection, and ecumenical and international prospects for Christian- 
Marxist encounter. 


State Secretary Imre Miklos, head of the Hungarian government office for 
religious affairs, opened the consultation. Assessing its results, Miklos 
noted in particular the clarification of the terminology and views of each 
group's participants, the assessment of social conditions which are sources 
of the regeneration of religion, and efforts to define more precisely 
questions of disagreement as well as issues where increased cooperation is 
possible. 


Miklos also said the dialogue here was a help for Marxists to go be yond 
negative features of religion to realize its positive historical significance. 
He said the conversations were fruitful despite remaining unresolved 
ideological differences, and noted that the theologians in the dialogue 

did not confine the substance of Marxism to atheism. 


Bishop Tibor Bartha, ministerial president of the synod of the Reformed 
Church in Hungary, extended an invitation from the church to host the next 
dialogue round. 
awk 
-- Attila Komlos* -- 
*Komlos, an EPS correspondent, is assistant editor of the weekly of the 


Reformed Church in Hungary. Excerpts from his interview with Miklos 
appear as an ECUVIEW in this EPS, page 10. 
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IRISH RC BISHOPS DELAY 
MIXED-MARRIAGES DOCUMENT 


Maynooth, Ireland (EPS) - The Irish Roman Catholic bishops, meeting here 
[12-14 October} have delayed publication of their long-awaited new pastoral 
directory on mixed marriages. 

An official statement on the delay cited the bishops’ wish to take account 
of the new code of Roman Catholic canon law [EPS no. 28, page 9], and of 
the pope's forthcoming document on marriage and family questions before 
publishing their directory. 


Roman Catholic insistence that all children of mixed marriages be raised as 
Roman Catholics is considered to have played a part in the decline of 
Protestant numbers in Ireland. The issue is highly contentious here. 


In January 1980 there was a public protest from the five Protestant members 
of the joint standing committee on mixed Marriages over the Roman Catholic 
policy and in particular the insistence of now retired Bishop Cornelius 
Lucey of Cork on promises in writing from the non-Roman Catholic partner 
about the upbringing of the children. Normal practice is for the Roman 
Catholic partner to pledge to do all in his or her power to ensure the 
Roman Catholic upbringing of the children, and for the non-Roman Catholic 
partner to be aware of this without having to promise anything. 


Even the prospect of the new regulations has been greeted with some apprehension 
among Protestants for fear it might mean less openness than currently in 
some dioceses. 


The bishops also issued a statement on current issues. In it they call 

a recent London bombing by the Provisional Irish Republican Army a "grossly 
immoral act", for which "those who carried it out, those who ordered it and 
planned it, those without whose voluntary help it could not have been 
accomplished, are all marked with the shameful guilt of murder. Those who 
may now be voluntarily helping its perpetrators to escape are sharing in 
their ‘sin,’ they add. 


"The organizations which command acts such as this commit their members to 
evil", the bishopscontinue. "We beg all young people to avoid all such 
evil organizations and those who recruit for them. Parents must do their 
best to protect their children from the propaganda and the influence of 
these organizations". 


Noting the end of the hunger strike by Irish Republican prisoners in 
Northern Ireland, the bishops say it "brings with it a better opportunity 
than has existed for years for a new political beginning". 


-—- Robert Nowell* -- 


*Nowell is an EPS correspondent. 
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ROMANIAN PATRIARCH JUSTIN 
VISITS ECUMENICAL CENTER 


Geneva (EPS) - Patriarch Justin, head of the Romanian Orthodox Church, 
visited the World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation, World 
Alliance of Reformed Churches, and Conference of European Churches - all 
based at the Ecumenical Center - during a stay in Switzerland [21-25 October]. 


As Metropolitan Justin of Moldavia, he was active in the entry of the Romanian 
church into the WCC in 1961. He was elected head of the 17-million-member 
church in 1977 following the death of Patriarch Justinian. 


During his visit to the center, Patriarch Justin outlined the situation 
of his church, which includes nearly 2,500 monks and nuns in about 100 
monasteries, and more than 2,000 students in two theological faculties 
and six seminaries. 


Strongly affirming the ecumenical involvement of Orthodoxy, the patriarch 
said he especially appreciates the process by which churches grow together 
into visible unity in the WCC - not through centralization, but rather 
through careful research and study. 


Also part of the patriarch's party were Metropolitan Theoctist and Bishop 
Antonie, the latter a member of the WCC central committee. 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


Meeting in Fulda, the West German Roman Catholic bishops have issued a 
statement condemning active euthanasia, but affirming that the sick who 
wish "should be protected against artificial and inhuman prolongation of 
life when there is no hope of a cure". In another statement, on women in 
church and society, they urge flexibility in work arrangements to 
accommodate various situations of men and women. The bishops say there 
is no possibility for women to be Roman Catholic priests, but that 
following debate and substantial agreement in the Roman Catholic church, 
women might one day be ordained deacons. 


An Anglican parish in the north of England has withdrawn from a Church of 
England programme to provide hospitality for visiting Americans. Its 
vicar said he is "furious and upset" following a letter from the programme 
administrator. She said the parish is "too working class" to provide the 
sort of hospitality "well established, middle-class Americans" expect... 
Meanwhile, in Bar Harbor (Maine) USA, the Congregational church says it 
will no longer lodge visitors for free in its basement. The minister said 
"we tried to help out" one summer day when no rooms were available within 
miles of the resort. But "things were getting out of hand," he said, when 
word got round andcalls for reservations started coming from as far away 
as Germany, Switzerland, and Israel. 


Christian and Muslim leaders in Uganda have told President Milton Obote 
that security in the country is worse than under former dictator Idi Amin. 
They say the government shows "indifference" to murder and other offenses 
against civilians by soldiers. 


The triennial meeting of the bishops [Eastern Orthodox] Church of Greece 
was scheduled for October [1-9] in Athens. Among the agenda items were 
intra-church communication, clergy and civil courts, the church in light 
of contemporary changes in society, and the status of official theological 
dialogue with Roman Catholics. 


The former chairperson of the British section of Amnesty International 

warned a "Christians against torture" conference in Cardiff against a 

"them and us" mentality. Paul Oestreicher said history shows that "Christians 
are as capable as anyone else of rationalising and justifying the use of 
torture". ; 


The [Anglican] Church of Ireland's Representative Body has enacted several 
measures to attempt to solve the "growing problem" of clergy shortages. 
SSRs Be eet eS OF Be 


The general board of the [USA] Church of the Brethren has urged the USA 
Congress to "acknowledge as a nation that the actions taken against American 
citizens and legal residents of Japanese ancestry during 1942-46 were wrong 
and contrary" to the USA constitution, and to "make just redress". During 
World War II, the USA interned approximately 120,000 Japanese-Americans in 
prison camps. 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


The primate of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway says Roman Catholics should 

be part of the country's council of churches. Oslo Bishop Andreas Aarflot 
also said negative attitudes towards Roman Catholicism should be reconsidered 
in light of convergences suggested by recent theological dialogues. 

However, Aarflot's views ran into opposition from representatives of the 
Norwegian Lutheran Mission, the Norwegian Lutheran Inner Mission Society, 

and Norwegian Pentecostals, who questioned whether the theological dialogues 
reflect the reality of current church attitudes and doctrines. 


A recent survey of Norwegians found that a quarter of them consider 
themselves practicing Christians, more than nine in 10 did not attend 
church the previous Sunday, three in five had not been to a Sunday service 
in the last year, and about one in 12 attended church on 10 or more 
Sundays in the last year. 


Western Church reformer Ulrich Zwingli died in the battle of Kappel on 

11 October 1531. Several activities to commemorate the 450th anniversary 
of his death have been planned in and around Zurich, centre of his 
reforming activity. 


Soviet newspapers have recently taken note of increased religious activity 
and interest on the part of some citizens. Pravda, daily of the communist 
party, says the increased interest "cannot be explained just by tenacity 

of religious holdovers". An editorial urges more effective anti-religious 
propaganda in educational institutions and the mass media. The government 
daily Izvestia criticizes such manifestations as baptisms, religious marriages, 
crosses worn round the neck, and icons in apartments. It suggests these 

are not signs of a revitalization of religion but rather signs of snobbery, 
nostalgia or esthetic faddism. 


Russian Orthodox priest Gleb Yakunin has reportedly begun a hunger strike 
in support of his right to have the Bible and other religious literature 
during his imprisonment. Founder of the Committee for the Defence of the 
Rights of Believers, he is serving a 10-year sentence. In a letter to 

USSR President Leonid Brezhnev, Yakunin says that "even in Nazi camps, 
priests had the right to have a Bible or a gospel book". 


The Roman Catholic bishops of Belgium have voted (12-1-2) against a plan 
by the North Atlantic Treaty Organization to install new nuclear missiles 
in west Europe, including 48 in Belgium. The bishops say refusal of the 
Belgian government to come out in favour of the plan is a "step forward 
which could help to put back on the track the BaP Sae of detente, 
cooperation and respect for human rights". 


Exorcisms -- church rituals to drive away evil spirits -- are reported 
increasing in Denmark, notwithstanding public opposition to them by at 
least one bishop of the dominant Lutheran church. 


Pastors and catechists of the Evangelical [Lutheran] Church of Augsburg 
Confession in Poland at their annual meeting, in Warsaw last month, urged 
more access by the church to the mass media. 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


Two African bishops -- United Methodist Thomas Bangura, Sierre Leone, and 
Roman Catholic John Njenga, Eldoret, Kenya -- have urged more candidates 
for ordination. Bangura noted that the denomination's theological college 
has no applications. Njenga urged parents to help clergy promote vocations 
to the ordained ministry. 


Moderator I.H. Frempong of the Presbyterian Church of Ghana has urged the 
government to purge the police force to eradicate corruption, especially 
among border guards. He said the church is concerned about widespread 
lawlessness and indiscipline in the country, and said those in responsible 
positions must set examples of probity, integrity, and discipline in their 
lives and work. In Nigeria, Anglican Bishop Jonathan Onyemelukwe of Enugu 
said in a sermon that the country would be better off if its leaders all 
learned to exercise caution and restraint when they speak. 


Honorary President Kenneth Greet, of the World Methodist Council, has 
written USA President Ronald Reagan and USSR President Leonid Brezhnev 
urging them to take joint initiatives on disarmament. Greet is also 
secretary of the British Methodist Conference. 


Kenyan Anglican Bishop Henry Okullu of Maseno South diocese says some 
church leaders are abdicating their role as prophets to win political 
favour. "We are slowly adjusting ourselves to a situation in which 
certain politicians are using the name of Christianity for their political 
ends", he said in a lecture in Kitale. "We are Saying nothing about this 
because we fear to be attacked in public or discredited in whatever way". 


Three UK church leaders are among Signers of an advertisement in the 
London Times suggesting specific measures richer nations could take to 

aid poorer ones. The ad appeared shortly before the opening of the North- 
South summit at Cancun, Mexico. It was also Signed by four union leaders 


and eight politicians. Church signers were the archbishop of Canterbury, 
Robert Runcie; the [Presbyterian] Church of Scotland general assembly 


moderator, Andrew Doig, and the moderator of the Free Church Federal 
Council, Morris West. 


The massive anti-militarism rally which attracted an estimated 250,000 
people to Bonn, capital of West Germany (FRG), had among its prime movers 
two church-related organizations which have provided alternative service 
Opportunities for conscientious objectors to military service -- Action 
Reconciliation and Action Service for Peace. The worldwide arms race 

was a stated concern of the organizers though the signs and speeches 
often focused on proposals to station new missiles in west Europe and 
support given USA President Ronald Reagan's defence policies by FRG 
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt. 
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ECUVIEW: Christian-Marxist Dialogue in Hungary* 


What has led to thts offtctal dtalogue between Marxist philosophers and Chrtsttan theologtans tn Hungary. 


In the present tense world situation, it is increasingly necessary that all those who, from whatever 
ideological standpoint, have a sense of responsibility for the present and future of humanity should 
search for possibilities in terms of which they may join forces and cooperate in the common cause of hu- 
manity. 


Another point is the internal situation of our beloved common country. For almost four decades, but 
espicially in the last quarter of a century, our aims have been achieved and our results arrived at - 

in harmony with our special development - through the agreement and joint efforts of the creative majori 
of the nation. 


What ts the basts of the state's approach to soctety generally known as the "alliance policy"? 


Society consists of people with different ideologies. This circumstance, which is an objective reality 
both for the state and the churches, must always be kept in mind in all our decisions in principle as 
well as in every practical step taken. 


In the beginning great and decisive questions had to be solved in order to regulate state-church relatio: 
ships. This was followed by a 'monologuizing' period when both parties, essentially in independence of 
one another, explained their own opinions of the world, of what should be done for the welfare of humanii 
At this stage, however, the germs of a readiness to come to a better understanding of each other were al: 
ready present. 


What were the objecttves of thts dtalogue? 


It was our common task to overcome any unjustified impatience to enter into talks as' well as any uncer- 
tainty with regard to, or distrust of, a creative dialogue. We also had an excellent opportunity jointly 
to review the way covered so far, to examine and evaluate the still existing problems that have not been 
resolved yet, and to clear up the possibilities for the dialogue to be continued. 


What tmpact has dialogue wtth Christtans had on Marxist thinking? 


In the course of our ongoing dialogue with the Protestant churches in Hungary, we Marxists had also to 
re-consider the conception we had formed of religion. We should not stand still at the thesis that 
religion is an idealistic worldview and, thus, that all forms of religion constitute an unbroken line. 
We are of the opinion that we are not to emphasize the ideological confrontation but the non-ideological 
components of the concrete religious theories, and to analyse the concrete role they play in a given soc: 
situation. The results of this theoretical elaboration has long been preceded by the insights of our 
church policy. 


[Although ideological themes are inevitably present, even if in indirect form, in the dialogue,] its main 
theme concerns not the questions which separate us but those which unite us. Among them the first place - 
taken by the political and ethical insights of the Protestant churches with regard to the new society. 


Why has this first dtalogue begun with Protestant theologians? 


The theology of the Protestant churches in Hungary, generally called the theology of service or diaconia 
has called forth a new historical form of Christianity intent on a progressive and realistic elaboration 
of the position of socialist society and of its trends of development. In the line of practice and 
theory they have opened up a new stage in the advance of religion. This 'narrow path’ can be a significant 
initiative and can give good impulses to east and west alike. I think this development may induce furthel 
examination by believers as well as Marxist researchers of religion in those countries where major Pro- 
testant churches are at work. 


Fee tel eee Rel nae 


*This is an excerpt from an interview with State Secretary Imre Miklos, head of the Hungarian 
government office for church affairs, conducted by Attila Komlos, EPS correspondent and Reformed 
Church in Hungary journalist [Related story, page 4 ]. 
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ECUTEXT : Madras Recommendations -- Energy and the Churches * 


The theology of the relationship between Man and Nature must be re-examined. 
We are of the view that man should seek not to exercise domination over 
nature, but rather that he lives in harmony with it. The traditional 
theology of domination (in fact a theology of rape) should be replaced by 

a more appropriate theology of harmony. 


The Churches have a prophetic role in the community. They have a 
responsibility in helping society with the formation of ideas about life 
styles still to come in future societies in the post oil/nuclear era. 

A few Christian individuals and groups may well be called to live now 

as if that post oil/nuclear era had already begun, and deny themselves the 
conveniences and luxuries that those sources of energy can provide. They 
will then be symbols and precursors of a new age. 


We have seen how the choice of a certain energy technology may provide 
benefits for the nich,.while creating even more problems for the poor. 

In such circumstances, the Churches should explicitly show their commitments 
to the poor and deprived sections of societies. The Churches cannot remain 
neutral and in such situations they ought to promote those energy choices 
which will favour the poor. Specifically, in the rural areas of the Indian 
sub-continent this generally means small scale, renewable energy 
technologies. 


The influence of Churches can be considerable. They should use this 
influence to plead for long-term planning with regard to energy questions. 
Most democratic governments tend to consider only their own terms of 
office and are liable to act irresponsibly when evaluated in a long-term 
perspective. _ 


Experience has shown that merely generating new technologies, without the 
appropriate social and community organization,does not allow technologies 
to be appropriated by the people. The Churches should use their influence 
to further community-building efforts. Through these communities, as well 
as through other channels, the Churches could help the energy situations 


a) show how terribly skewed is the energy consumption pattern on a global 
scale. They can also help lay people understand better about the pros 
and cons of nuclear energy in a particular situation. In our experience 
of the Indian sud-continent, for example, nuclear energy is not one of 
the viable options. 


b) expose the anti-social nature of conspicuous consumption that tends to 
waste energy resources... Marriages and other social functions of rich 
families, in which the Church also has a role, have often become occasions 
to display wealth, such as large number of motor cars... 


c) set up small groups to help in the monitoring and the exchange of infor- 
mation available about energy technologies which are appropriate for 


the development of rural areas. 
aK 


* The text is excerpted from one of four reports from a regional consultation 
in Madras earlier this year [2-8 March]. The consultation is one of a 
series "Energy for My Neighbour: Perspectives in the Developing Countries", 
under the auspices of the World Council of Churches. A Latin American 


consultation was set for Lima, 26-31 October. 
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SOUTH AFRICA MARRIAGE LAW 
DISOBEDIENCE COUNSELLED 


Johannesburg (EPS) - The general assembly of the Presbyterian Church of 
Southern Africa has decided its clergy should marry couples irrespective 
of race. 


Marriages between persons of different races are illegal in South Africa. 
Its white-minority government says it will withdraw civilmarriage power 
from the denomination's clergy if they break the law. 


Interior Minister Chris Heunis said he is "astonished" at the Presbyterian 
call, which he described as a "maleovlent incitement" to challenge state 
power. 


The assembly also urged its ministers to lgnore official-bans when 
preaching, and invited its congregations to peacefully protest the apartheid 
(race separation) system. Quoting banned people or publications is also 
against South African law. 


In another church protest of apartheid, the London-based Council for 
World Mission announced the sale of its shareholdings in companies trading 
in South Africa -- about half of the council's investment portfolio. 


Among the council's 28 member churches is the Johannesburg-based United 
Congregational Church of Southern Africa. The sale follows a decision by 
delegates of council members last August in Cambridge (UK). 


A council statement on the sale says in part: "CWM has ... followed 
developments in South Africa very closely, and has made every effort to 
make its convictions known to those companies trading in South Africa with 
which it has had an investment interest. CWM has been impressed with the 
efforts of certain companies to improve the employment conditions of their 
work forces in South Africa, but regretfully does not see these leading to 
any positive changes in the fundamental concept of apartheid’ or in its 
implementation. 


"Moreover, CWM sees no real evidence of peaceful change resulting from the 
trade and presence of the companies in South Africa. Those changes which 
have taken place in race relationships in South Africa seem to be of a 
cosmetic nature, and its government seems as intransigent as ever on 
apartheid, ... CWM is bound to recognise that any investment and trade 
with South Africa ultimately bolsters the government's policy of apartheid. 
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LUTHERAN-RC DOCUMENT 
SUGGESTS UNITY STEPS 


Geneva (EPS) - According to the preface of a joint statement by the 
international Lutheran-Roman Catholic theological dialogue commission, 

the two Christian traditions "already have a remarkably similar vision of 
the goal of the ecumenical movement, and... there is an astonishing number 
of important practical steps which we can take together to achieve this 
goal". 


The preface says that "may come as a surprise to readers, as it did to the 
members of the commission itself". The document, "Ways to Unity", was 
released in English at the end of October by the Lutheran World Federation, 
co-sponsor of the dialogue with the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity. 


The 30-page booklet urges Lutherans and Roman Catholics to "continue this 
process of removing confessionally conditioned prejudices and misjudgments 
of other churches from the entirety of theological view of church history 
of doctrine since the 16th century". 


Among specific steps the document urges are a "common orientation towards 
... Scripture"; emphasis on the "central significance" of the sacraments; 
"ecumenical awareness and experience" among clergy of both traditions; 
cooperation in such areas as mission, broadcasting, Christian education, 
publishing, diaconal and charitable activities; "mutual participation in 
Sunday worship, at baptisms, weddings, and funerals, and at ministerial 
ordinations and installations"; and an end to "discrimination" and 
"proselytism". 


EPS 


USA ANGLICAN BISHOPS 
IN WEEKLY PEACE FAST 


San Diego, California, USA (EPS) - The bishops of the Episcopal Church [USA] 
have announced they will undertake a "weekly act of fasting and prayer for 
the peace of the world" during the next year. 


The commitment is part of a pastoral letter, "Apocalypse and Hope", issued 
by the Anglican leaders after their annual meeting [2 - 9 October]. 


The bishops also say that USA "budget shifts to increased military spending 
have meant government withdrawal from some sectors of social caring, and 
reduction in other sectors... As bishops we cordially urge business and 
industry to advance their charitable giving as a moral response to the 
looming increase in human privation". 


They add that "to boost the capability of our dioceses to meet this new 
urgency of human need, we ... pledge an increase in our own regular giving, 
making use of our tax savings in 1981 as part of that increase". 
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CONSULTATION CONSIDERS AN 
ECUMENICAL CHURCH HISTORY 


Basle (EPS) - The late medieval church council of Basle sat from 1431 to 
1449. Marked by disputes and disagreements between the papacy which called 
it and the majority of the church leaders who assembled for it, it was not 
a model of church deliberation. 


Nonetheless, a group of church historians and theologians assembled here 
to mark the 550th anniversary of its beginning and to reflect on the general 
question of contemporary church history in ecumenical perspective. 


In a preliminary discussion paper prepared for the consulation, Lukas Vischer, 
head of the Protestant Office for Ecumenism in Switzerland, noted that "every 
church has its own distinctive picture of the church's journey through the 
centuries.'' He said the churches are still unable to agree in their under- 
standing and presentation of the history of the church. 


He also outlined six "unsolved questions and problems" for an ecumenical 
church history: 


- confessional bias, which is "particularly obvious in the case of historical 
events which are fundamental for the existence of a particular confessional 
tradition " and other events which "imply a negative judgement on another 
tradition." 


- assumptions about the church,particularly about the form and visibility of 
its continuity over the centuries. 


- concepts of the form of society and the church's role in it. 

- the prevailing understanding that history writing is a science. 

- the role played by certain organizing concepts applied to history, such as 
"beginning-growth-decay" or “original purity-decline-repristination." 


~- traditional views of periods of church history (for example, the Reformation 
and Counter-Reformation era) which may be inadequate for a contemporary 
ecumenical approach. 


The consultation met in four groups to consider ecumenical criteria for a 
contemporary evaluation of the council; criteria for an ecumenical history 
of the church in light of the extension of the church into Asia, Africa, the 
Pacific, and Latin America; church history as people's history; and the ecu- 
menical teaching of church history. 
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PEOPLE'S STORIES IMPORTANT, 
CHURCH CONSULTATION ADVISES 


Ayia Napa, Cyprus (EPS) - If the church wants to understand how powerless 
people analyze their political and social situation, it ought to’ pay 
attention to their stories. 


That is part of the advice which emerged from a weeklong international 
consultation on political ethics held at the ecumenical centre here 
[18-24 October]. The gathering of 36 politicians, social scientists, 
ethicists, and theologians from 26 countries was the culmination of a 
series of regional meetings -- part of a long-term examination by the 
World Council of Churches of the issue of a "just, participatory, and 
sustainable society". 


The consultation focused mainly on "people's participation", various issues 
of justice and power, and ways in which "ecumenical political ethics" 
might be developed. 


As for how the church might better listen to what the poor and powerless 

are saying, a preliminary report urges special attention to their stories 
about. their political struggles and commitments. 'The way a story is told", 
it says, "already uses the basic understanding... of some theory of what 
power is and how it works". 


Stories are also important, it adds, for a "critical recovery and recon- 
struction of people's history" and to "return culture and history to the 
people as their rightful owners and actors". 


On the question of participation, the report urges churches to "embark on 
critical self-examination of their relationships and procedures so as to 
discourage 4Ny tendency towards elitism Or leadership. They should seek to 
promote equitable and active participation of laity and clergy, women and 
youth". 


The consultation also outlined several "signs of the times" which shape the 
context in which any ecumenical political ethics would be developed. Among 
them are increasing militarization, "dependence of political processes on — 
economic structures", and a "growing role of religion in political life". 


Contemporary political ethics, it was said, must include at least two 
dimensions -- the question of the legitimacy of political structures and 
decisions, and the "political aspirations of the people”. - 


Finally, the consultation proposed several areas for further exploration 
and dialogue, among them: 


-- forms of political participation other than traditional systems 
of representative democracy. 


-- violence and non-violence in the struggle for social justice. 
-- various understandings of "people". 
-- the role of the biblical heritage in making ehtical decisions 


-- Christian commitment as a challenge to a plurality of political 
positions. 


-- the potential of the ecumenical community as a political actor 
beyond established power interests. 


EPS 


No.30 - 30 October 1981 5 


ECUBITS : News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


The New York-based Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia has announced 
it will canonize Nicholas II, the last Russian tsar, other members of the 
royal family,and about 8,000 others who died Opposing the communist 
revolution in 1917. The ROCOR is not in official communion with most of 
world Orthodoxy, particularly the Moscow-based Russian Orthodox Church. 


Sun Myung Moon, founder and head of the Unification Church, has been 
charged by USA authorities with several violations of USA tax laws. 


A spokesperson for the office of the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees in Geneva says the USA government has given assurances that it 
will not turn back any refugees from Haiti or El Salvador able to prove 
they need asylum. Earlier, announcement of USA determination to turn back 
Haitians on fleeing their country by sea brought some USA church criticism. 
[EPS No.29, pagel]. 


Leaders of the Christian Council of Lesotho have urged Prime Minister 

Leabua Jonathan to ensure that everyone in that southern African country 

is "free to express... views without fear of adverse consequences". 

Earlier this year, Christian editor Edgar Motuba was murdered and council 
president Benjamin Masilo was abducted. (He was later reported safe in 
neighbouring South Africa). [EPS No.25, page 8; No.27, page 6]. Council 
representatives were reported likely to meet with the prime minister again to 
continue discussions on "matters concerning justice and peace" and national 
insecurity. 


In its 19 October issue, the West German magazine Spiegel raises questions 
about accounting procedures of the South African Council of Churches. It 
says SACC General Secretary Desmond Tutu diverted DM 33,000 from church 
funds for his house. A SACC reply says the charges arose in connection 
with a court case involving a former SACC employee (EPS No.28, page 3). 

It says the Tutu house money was from an anonymous donor and given him by 
the former SACC general secretary while Tutu was Anglican bishop for 
Lesotho. It calls "the distortions ... in the article ... clearly part 

of the wider propaganda machinery of a group desperate to destroy both the 
bishop and the council but reluctant to do the dirty job". 


Tanjug, the Yugoslav news agency, reports a three-and-a-half-year prison 
sentence was given a Roman Catholic priest for hostile propaganda against 
the state. He reportedly called for an end to the "40-year-old chains" 
binding the country. Earlier, state authorities banned pilgrimages to a 
village in the priest's parish after thousands flocked there following a 
report of an appearance of the Virgin Mary to four children last spring. 


The European regional committee of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches 
met in Belfast [18-22 September]. The agenda included a discussion of the 
place of church confessions and the role of WARC in the life of the 
Reformed church family. 
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ECUVIEW: Orthodoxy and the Ecumenical Movement* 


Convinced that all the churches are called to listen together to what 

'the Spirit is saying to the churches' (Rev.2:7), each in its own 

historical and cultural situation, Orthodoxy joined in the ecumenical 
movement. It recognized that, in order to serve Christians and contemporary 
humanity, Christianity must close the gap between its present situation 

and the firm effective unity of the primitive church. 


This gap is not only intolerable from the historical standpoint but is 
even counter to both witness and service. The situation to which the 
churches must return is one in which they can bear common witness and a 
united service in solidarity with one another. 


Certainly Orthodoxy also had its special reasons for sharing in the 
ecumenical movement: the firm conviction, for example, that - speaking in 
all humility - its witness to the one, holy, Catholic, and apostolic 
Church is authentic and full, a witness which, being universal in 
character, must also be shared with the other churches. 


Then, too, was an awareness that, despite their historical confessional 
division, the churches have preserved something essential in common. On 
the one hand, in becoming divided the churches have lost something 
essential which must of necessity be recovered; on the other hand, they 
have a deep fundamental ecclesial identity which is no less real for not 
being perfect. 


As the Orthodox see it, the ecumenical movement should encourage this 
process of growing together, moving from the given unity, the implicit 
unity, towards the visible achieved unity. This is not a process of 
centralization nor one of deconfessionalization but one of integration in 
the succession of the apostolic church both in respect of the content of 
the faith and in the way we live this faith..-.. 


Orthodoxy has felt the need to make the meaning of the universal Church 

for the local church and vice versa known and understood not only in its 

own bosom but also in the other Christian confessions. Universal in its 

own structure, Orthodoxy has not sought to efface its own identity as 
universal body in the ecumenical dialogue with churches of other confessions. 
Quite the reverse. Its catholic dimension becomes even more explicit and 
influential in an ecumenical setting because ecumenism does not promote 
doctrinal confusion and should not be felt to be either a threat to our 

own dogmatic or cultural identity or as an effacement ofihe be 


This is why today more than ever we are convinced that the World Council 
of Churches is a fruit of the desire of the churches to re-establish their 
visible unity and to bear common witness to the gospel message in the 
contemporary world. Without exaggerating its ecclesiological importance 
and its novel character in church history, the World Council of Churches 
furnishes a unique opportunity and setting for mutual challenge and 
exchange between traditions, cultures and nations and for interconfessional 
and intercultural dialogue. 

AK 
*This is an excerpt from an address by Patriarch Justin, head of the 
Romanian Orthodox Church, during his visit to the World Council of Churches 
in October [EPS No.29, page 6]. It was translated from the French by the 
wcC Language Service. 


EPS 


No.30 - 30 October 1981 ri 


ECUVIEW: The African Refugee Crisis* 


Though it has only 10% of the world's population, the African continent 

has over half of its refugees -- between 4-6.3 million, according to a 
recent United Nations report. Africa thus is by far the largest repository 
of refugees and displaced people in the world. The plight of these 
refugees is among the worst as well, due to their sheer numbers and the 
poverty-stricken conditions under which they live. 


Political upheavals and the inevitable aftermath of a bloodbath often 
result in the exodus of the country's skilled manpower: its doctors, 
its teachers, its engineers, its civil servants. This of course leads 
to a shutdown of many vital services. Displaced students, who were 
destined to become tomorrow's leaders, suddenly are relegated to living 
in slums and taking meagre handouts from charities. 


Blame for the existence of most refugees cannot be primarily put on the 
vagaries of the weather; intolerance towards those of a minority or those 
out of power, disregard for basic human rights and brutal warfare have 
been the primary causes for Africa's refugee crisis. Today's leaders are 
finally coming to recognise this. No longer is colonialism made the sole 
Scapegoat. For even if South Africa and Namibia were free tomorrow, the 
refugee problem would by no means disappear. 


Still, many of the roots of the refugee crisis can indeed be traced to 
colonialism. When the various European colonisers of the 19th century 
got together to divide up Africa among themselves, they did so with the 
astuteness and foresight that one would give to slicing a pie. They 
ignored or paid no attention to local groups of common ethnicity, common 
language or common history. This resulted in artificial boundaries with 
many ethnic groups being split up. 


Many ethnic and political conflicts of today, which have caused the flight 
of hundreds of thousands, indeed, millions, have been instigated by these 
various populations attempting to regroup themselves as well as recover 
what they consider to be their rightful land. African governments have 
agreed to maintain every square-inch of their colonially-inherited 
territory, no matter how imperfect the arrangements, to forestall even 
wider contention and bloodshed. 


What can be done to rid Africa of the unwanted scourge of refugee 
displacements? Unfortunately, no magical solutions are in sight. As the 
Times of Zambia recently wrote: "Most of the refugees today are from 
independent African countries, and for this, Africa must hang her head 
in shame." 
wk 
x 
* This is an abridged version of a report by Ssalongo Ngoma, correspondent 
for All Africa Press Service, in which it appeared in full. APS is a 
news and features service of Africa Church Information Service, Nairobi. 
A weeklong consultation, "African Refugee--Challenge to the Churches" 
took place at the end of October in Arusha, Tanzania. It was sponsored 
by the All Africa Conference of Churches in collaboration with the 
World Council of Churches and the Lutheran World Federation. It also 
included participants from the United Nations High Commission for 
Refugees and the Organization for African Unity. 
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FCUTEXT: Witness List for the International Public Hearing on Nuclear Weapons and Disarmament* 


Monday, 23 November, 15.30-18: Theological Aspects 
Roger Shinn, professor of social ethics, Union Seminary (New York) 


Burgess Carr, visiting professor, Harvard University Divinity School; former general secretary, All 
Africa Conference of Churches 


Edward Schillebeeckx, professor of theology, Catholic University of Nijmegen (Netherlands) 


Giinter Krusche, dozent for practical theology, Berlin 


Tuesday, 24 November, 9-11: Development and Introduction of New Weapons Systems 
George Rathjens, professor of political science, Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
A.A. Baev, academician secretary, Academy of Sciences, Moscow 


Francesco Calogero, professor of theoretical-physics, University of Rome 


Tuesday, 24 November, 11.30-12.30, 14-16, 16.30-18.30: Limited Nuclear War Strategies 

Brent Scowcroft, lieutenant general, USA Air Force 

Robert Neild, Faculty Board of Economics and Politics, Cambridge University 

McGeorge Bundy, professor of history, New York University; advisor to the late USA President Lyndon Johnson 


Alexi Arbatov, chief researcher, Institute of World Economy and International Relations, Academy 
of Sciences, Moscow 


André Fontaine, editor-in-chief, Le Monde, Paris 
Oskar Lafontaine, mayor, Saarbriicken, FRG 


Anders Boserup, chairperson, Danish Royal Commission on Defence and Disarmament 


Wednesday, 25 November, 9-11: Future of Arms Control Efforts 
P.T. Podlesni, Institute of USA and Canada Studies, Academy of Sciences, Moscow 


John Erickson, defence studies director, University of Edinburgh 


Wednesday, 25 November, 11.30-12.30, 14-16, 16.30-17.30: New Approaches to Disarmament 


Inga Thorsson, Swedish Ministry of Foreign Affairs; chairperson, United Nations Group of Experts on 
the Question of Disarmament and Development 


Ben ter Veer, Inter-Church Peace Council (Netherlands) 
Randall Forsberg, director, Institute for Defence and Disarmament Studies, Brookline (Massachusetts) USA 
M. Domokos, Hungarian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


Sydney Bailey, chairperson, Council on Christian Approaches to Defence and Disarmament (UK) 


Thursday, 26 November, 9-12.30 Third World Views of the Nuclear Arms Race and Proliferation 


K. Subrahmanyam, director, Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, New Delhi; advisor to Indian 
Prime Minister Indira Ghandi 


Paul Jabber, professor of Middle East studies, University of California (Los Angeles) 
Abdul Minty, World Campaign Against Militarism and Nuclear Collaboration, Oslo 
*The hearing is sponsored by the World Council of Churches 23-27 November at the Free University, 


Amsterdam. Press facilities will be available. Three more witnesses are expected to be added to 
this list. Abdul Minty's testimony will be related particularly to South Africa, from which he is in exile. 
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EGYPT 


Among those killed in the assassi- 
nation of Egyptian President Anwar 
el-Sadat was Bishop Samuel (2704, 
left, with Coptic Pope Shenouda II 
His church portfolio included publ 
and ecumenical affairs and social 
services. [EPS No.28, pagei]. Th 
largest Christian community in mos 
Muslim Egypt, Coptic Church is par 
society with visible contrasts bet 
the traditional and modern (2705). 
church has a strong monastic tradi 
Bread for the eucharist is collect 
in the chapel of the el -Souriany 
monastry. (2707). The Auba Bishoy 
monastery hosts an international 
ecumenical conference (2706). The 
church also undertakes religious 
education (2708) and work among th 
aged (cover). 

ROMANTA 
Patriarch Justin head of the Roman 
Orthodox Church, visited World Cou 
of Churches headquarters in October 
(2709) [This EPS, also EPS No.29, 
page 6]. The patriarch presented | 
icon to WCC General Secretary Phil 
Potter. Title of the image, "Jes 
Christ, Life of the World", is als 
the theme of the next WCC Assembl 
1983 in Vancouver (2710). 


(Photographs No's: 2705 and 2708: 
(Photographs No's: 2704, 2706, 27 
2709, 2710: WCC 


(2709) (2710) 


(2712) (2713) 


ENERGY 


This Japanese oil refinery worker (271 
part of the world's complex energy arr 
ments. An aspect of that system is be 
explored through a series of consultat 
under World Council of Churches auspic 
Following two Asia meetings earlier th 
year, another "Energy for My Neighbour 
Perspectives in Developing Countries" 
meeting took place in Lima at the end 
October. [EPS No.29, page 11]. 


economies 


(2714) ZIMBABWE 


Zimbabwe President Canaan Banana, a 
Methodist ordained minister, was to vi 
the World Council of Churches in early 
November. Some aspects of Christian 
in his southern African nation include 
prayers for rain (2712), a meeting of 
community leaders (2713), Christian 
education for children (2714) and the 
enlargement of a school (2715). 


(Photograph No.2711 : WCC) 
(Photographs No's : 2712, 2713, 2714 
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Photos are available trom the World Council of Churches, Film and Visual Arts Department, P.O.B. 66, 


photo oikoumene 1211 Geneva, at the cost of Sw.Fr. 12.— or equivalent in your currency. Free of charge to Eastern and 


developing countries. 
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TOURIST 'CONTAINMENT' 
PROPOSED TO CONFERENCE 


Stockholm (EPS) - A "policy of containment" may be needed to reduce ill 
effects of mass tourism by first-world people in the third world, according 
to a long-time student of the subject. 


Ron O'Grady, former associate general secretary of the Singapore-based 
Christian Conference of Asia, made his suggestion during his presentation 

at a five-day international conference on church and tourism. It was jointly 
sponsored by agencies of the Church of Sweden and the World Council of 
Churches. 


O'Grady said he has reluctantly concluded that it is "time we create tourist 
ghettos and keep them out of the way" in a "kind of Disneyland, if you like, 
in each third-world country". He said this would be "infinitely better 

than hordes of tourists tramping around" and generally interfering with 

the culture and way of life of third-world societies. 


He also urged efforts to constrain "hippie" or "drifter tourists" - youthful 
first worlders who come to certain third-world areas for indefinite stays. 
On balance, he said, such people challenge the assumptions of materially 
poorer societies in a negative way, bringing "disenchantment and cynicism". 
He added that such tourists are "often patronizing and racist." 


Though there was general agreement with O'Grady that the 30 million tourists 
who visit the third world annually are causing problems and disruptions 
which need attention, not all agreed that setting up enclaves would be the 
best solution. 


The approximately 40 conference participants also dealt with such issues 

as false images in tourist advertising; differences between rest, free time, 
and leisure; questions of ownership and control of the tourist industry; 

and organized sex or prostitution tours to some third-world countries. 


In terms of numbers, the great bulk of tourism is by North Americans and 
Europeans to their own or other first-world countries. The conference also 
heard from various participants about ministries in Scandinavia, 

Netherlands, USA, and UK to such people. Attention was given to ways in 
which cathedrals or other church buildings can be effective centres of 
ministry to their many visitors, especially those with little or no connection 
with or knowledge of the church. 


The group completed preliminary work on a series of recommendations for 
education, pastoral care, and international church attention to the tourism 
issue. 


Reflecting on the conference, Carlos Sintado, WCC secretary for renewal 

_centres and movements, said its exposure of the "harsh realities" of tourism 
could help counter "excessive idealization" of the phenomenon. At its final 
session, the group approved a letter to European church leaders urging 
church action on concerns raised at the conference. 


[The text of the letter, and other related material appear on pages 9-11, 
of this EPS]. 
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ZIMBABWE PRESIDENT URGES 
MORE CHURCH INVOLVEMENT 


Geneva (EPS) - The president of Zimbabwe says that despite lukewarm church 
support in general during the struggle for independence, he looks forward 
to the participation and involvement of the whole church in the former 
territory of Rhodesia, which was granted independence by the UK in 1980. 


Canaan Banana, also an ordained Methodist minister, offered reflections on 
the church's role in his country during a visit to World Council of Churches 
headquarters here [2 November]. 


The western powers and the churches preached human rights during the day, 
he said, and supported the very structures upholding race separation by night. 


"The majority of churches failed to understand the direction of the struggle 
for independence", he said. "They were lukewarm in responding to our 
efforts and to a large extent they fully supported the existing régime ; 

even now a lot of our leadership cannot cross the river from the Rhodesia 

of yesterday to the Zimbabwe of today". 


But he had much praise for the WCC and its support of the movement towards 
independence. He called it "an island of hope in a sea of despair and 
suffering. It was because of the actions of the council that the credibility 
of the church was maintained for many of our people", he said. 


Grants by the WCC special anti-racism fund for humanitarian activities by 
the Patriotic Front, a leader in the independence fight, provoked negative 
criticism by some church people in the late 1970s. 


Church involvement has to be directed at the level of the people - away 
from "theologizing and bureaucracy", Banana said. "Theologically speaking 
I see the point of departure for the church in involvement /action - rather 
than in praying for and theologizing about involvement. 


"Theology has to be interpreted from within the situation of the human 
being," he continued. "People will not live by faith alone; they also need 
bread. Bread and faith must go together", he said. 


Banana expressed regret over suspicions of churches in general when 
confronted with a government choosing a socialist path. He said the role 
of the church within any political structure should be one of participation 
and action in that situation. 


He said his government's intention is not to force drastic changes to 
create a more participatory society. "There will not be a wholesale 
nationalisation of industry, for example - but if the church is hoping to 
be capitalist in Zimbabwe they are going to have a problem", he said. 
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MIDDLE EAST PATRIARCH SEES 
PROBLEMS WITH EVANGELICALS 


New York (EPS) - The world head of Syrian [Oriental] Orthodoxy, Patriarch 
Ignatius Zakka I, says convert~seeking Evangelicals who voice strong 
support for Israel create problems for Middle East Christians. 


At a stop here on a visit to his flock around the world, the Damascus-based 
hierarch said sectarianism mixed with politics threatens the delicate 
situation in his part of the world. He said missionaries who come to the 
area should work more closely with the established Christian traditions. 


In an interview after the luncheon, Ghassan Rubeiz, Middle East secretary 

for the interchurch aid commission of the Geneva-based World Council of 
Churches, said examples of the patriarch's concern are the colour tv and 

two radio stations operated near the Israel-Lebanon border. The project 

was begun in 1979 by High Adventure Ministries, based in Van Nuys (California) 
USA. 


Rubeiz said USA Evangelicals are "pouring money" into the three "Hope" 
stations, which promote "Christianity in the context of the born-again 
style, and in the context of gaining appreciation for Israel". 


High Adventure President George Otis said in a separate telephone interview 
that "our objective is to bring hope, encouragement and peace to a very 
troubled area. We're there not taking sides, but to be a blessing ... 

to everyone ..." 


EPS 


CHRISTIAN WORLD COMMUNION 
EXECS HOLD ANNUAL MEETING 


Lake Junaluska, North Carolina, USA (EPS) - Representatives from 13 world 
organizations from 11 Christian traditions gathered here for the 25th annual 
meeting of the secretaries of Christian world communions [27-29 October]. 


Special attention was paid to religious liberty. The secretaries supported 
the "declaration on the elimination of intolerance and discrimination based 
on religion" currently before the United Nations General Assembly. The 
group also affirmed recent peace initiations by various church leaders. 


Also high on the agenda, according to a report from the group, were ways 
to make the results of the many bilateral and multilateral theological 
dialogues better known and more effective in the church. The dialogues 
have generally reflected greater theological agreement than is popularly 
acknowledged. 


Traditions represented at the meeting were Anglican, Baptist, Campbellite 
(Churches of Christ and Disciples of Christ), Quaker, Lutheran, Mennonite, 
Methodist, Reformed, Roman Catholic, Adventist, and Salvation Army. 
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"CIVIL RELIGION' SUBJECT 
OF CHURCH CONSULTATION 


Geneva (EPS) - The way Christmas is observed in some countries is one 
example of a phenomenon known as "civil religion". A weeklong consultation 
held here last week under the auspices of the Lutheran World Federation 

was an effort to deal with the subject internationally. 


Participants spent some time developing a definition of civil religion. 

They called it "... a pattern of symbols, ideals and practices that 
legitimize the authority of civil institutions in society. It can be known 
through its ritual observances, holidays, sacred places, documents, stories, 
heroes and other behaviours found in or analogous to recognized historical 
religions" 


Among the questions which surfaced during the gathering were: 


-- Can we speak of "common religious values" when the majority of 
our citizens do not practice religion? 


-- Why do many American churches place an American flag in church? 


-- Why do people who are not interested in the church nevertheless 
want church weddings, baptism of their children and burials? 


In a paper on Christmas in contemporary West Germany (FRG) , Klaus 
Hoffman said, "It is interesting to observe that this festival with its 
increasing emphasis on peace and security bridges the widest ideological 
tendencies from left to right. It can thus be assumed," he added, "that 
its broad address to nearly all social classes, confessions, religious 
parties, race groups, etc. makes this festival a prime example of what 
today can be understood as civil religion, a gine feeling and thinking 
which though in variations, unites all citizens." 


EPS 


LUTHERAN LEADERS MEET ON 
NUCLEAR THREATS TO PEACE 


Geneva (EPS) - Amidst fears of a nuclear holocaust and large demonstrations 
throughout Europe in recent months, the nuclear threat to peace has become 
a special church focus. 


A Lutheran World Federation consultation here [7-8 November] centred 
around a discussion of the spiritual and pastoral mandate of the church 
in the age of the neutron bomb. Nineteen Lutheran bishops and church 
presidents from East and West Europe and the USA attended. 


The participants emphasized that churches in the East and West should work 
together to overcome the world tension and to stop the nuclear arms race. 
Support and coordination of Christian activities on an ecumenical level 
were recommended, as well as interfaith peace efforts... 


[For a related story, on World Council of Churches'disarmament hearing in 
Amsterdam, see EPS No.27, page 3]. 
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WORLD COUNCIL ASSEMBLY 
PREPARATIONS CONTINUE 


Vancouver, (EPS) - Plans for the next World Council of Churches assembly, 
here in 1983, moved closer to completion as the international preparatory 
committee met for four days on the campus of the University of British 
Columbia - It was the first time the WCC group met with the 
national Canadian coordinating committee and the local planning group. 


Progress reports from the local host committee highlighted plans for 
welcoming and accommodating about 4,000 people - delegates from the WCC's 
300 member churches, advisors, visitors, journalists and others. The 14- 
member international committee, including representatives from South Africa, 
Norway, Indonesia, USA and USSR, toured the university campus and were 
received by city officials and church leaders. 


The committee agreed on a 4-part framework in which to organize the major 
issues to be put before the assembly. These broad categories include: 

new ways of witnessing in a pluralistic world; new steps towards church 
unity and renewal; new imperatives for justice and peace; and new insights 
for to be made by learning and communication. Final endorsement of issues 
is to be made by the WCC executive committee next February. 


Winner of the WCC international poster competition based on the assembly 
theme, ‘Jesus Christ - the Life of the World", was also announced. She is 
Heather Dau of Canada. She also shares a second prize with Neils Wamberg 
of Denmark. 


EPS 
CONSULTATION CONSIDERS 
ASIA AND PACIFIC ISSUES 
Manila (EPS) - Several Asian and Pacific issues - and their relationships - were 


on the agenda for participants from several countries in the two regions at a 
World Council of Churches gathering here[ 28 September - 3 October]. 


The group of about 25 considered several issues and church response to them: 
the role of Japan and Australia as major regional powers, nuclear testing and 
radioactive waste disposal in the Pacific, the role and strength of the mili- 
tary in various countries and the military presence of major world powers in 
the Pacific and Indian Oceans, and "the struggle for independence from colonial 
and neocolonial domination." 


Hosted by the National Council of Churches in the Philippines, the gathering 
was organized by the WCC Churches’ Commission on International Affairs, and 
endorsed by the Pacific Conference of Churches. 


The meeting produced three sub-group reports - on issues common to the two 
regions, human rights, and the role of the church. 


The human rights report emphasizes three issues in the “anti-colonial 
struggle" - "militarization, irresponsible and immoral use of nuclear power 
the dominant control of transnational corporations." The church-role report 
deals with research and study, information sharing, church leadership, human 
rights, theological reflection, and peace. 


» and 


The third report includes critiques of "western capitalist economic 'develop- 
ment''" activities,coercive institutions, "brutal police violence and coercive 
propaganda institutions," and the "militarist political economy." 
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CHURCH CONFERENCE CONSIDERS 
AFRICAN REFUGEE SITUATION 


Arusha, Tanzania (EPS) - The millions of refugees in Africa were the 
subject of a continent-wide, church-sponsored gathering here [26-30 October]. 


Walter Makhulu, president of the All Africa Conference of Churches and 
archbishop of the [Anglican] Church of the Province of Central Africa, 
urged churches to work together on refugee problems, rather than 
proceed so individualistically. 


Ninan Koshy, international affairs director of the World Council of Churches, 
cited human-rights violations as among the major causes of the African 
refugee situation, which he called "one of the most acute problems of the 
world. There have been no 'boat people to lend dramatic cachet to the 
situation in Africa", he added, "but its extent and urgency are unprecedented". 


The human-rights factor, he said, is "two dimensional", including 
"yiolations of human rights that are responsible for people leaving their 
countries" and "the human rights that the refugees are given or denied". 


Among points made in the reports from small group sessions during the week 
are that churches within and outside Africa should help their members to 
understand root causes of refugee movements, work with governments to ensure 
respect for basic human rights, work for voluntary refugee repatriation, 

and seek to increase cooperation and coordination among governments and 
international organizations dealing with refugees. 


Conference sponsors were the WCC, ACC, and Lutheran World Federation. 
It was attended by church leaders and refugee workers from a score of 
African countries. 


EPS 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


The two largest USA Presbyterian denominations and the Presbyterian Church 
of Mexico have established a joint office in San Antonio (Texas) USA to 
work on special problems of Mexicans illegally in the USA, and other border 
issues. 


A study of Presbyterian, Methodist, Anglican, and Roman Catholic clergy in 


New Zealand says nine in 10 affirm public protest by clergy against racial 


discrimination, but only one in six has taken part in such protests. 
Similar differences between affirmation and participation were evident on 
such questions as clergy roles in industrial conciliation (75%, 5%) and 
therapy for drug addicts (90%, 102). 


An ad hoc planning group met in Geneva [27-30 September] and recommended a 
resumption of the official international Reformed-Roman Catholic dialogue, 
with a focus on the doctrine of the church. The first dialogue phase ran 

from 1970-77 on the theme "The Presence of Christ in Church and World". 

A decision of the World Alliance of Reformed Churches executive committee 

on the proposal could come next August. 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


Members of the council of the European Baptist Federation have urged that 
the USA-USSR European nuclear disarmament talks to begin later this year 

be "conducted not from a position of military strength, but rather in a 
spirit of understanding and with a readiness and desire for detente". 

Also at the council meeting, David Russell, secretary of the Baptist Union 
of Great Britain and Ireland was succeeded as council president by Stanislav 
Svec, general secretary of the Baptist Union in Czechoslovakia. 


At their annual conference, the 13 bishops of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden 
urged new restrictions on the purchase of hard liquor, in an effort to deal 
with alcohol abuse, particularly in certain parts of the pe URSry and among 
young people. 


Two bishops of the [Lutheran] Church of Sweden have urged obligatory 
pre-marriage instruction here. Said Uppsala archbishop and church primate 
Olof Sundby, "Nobody is even permitted to drive a car without proper 
training. Why then should people be permitted to marry without any 
training in how to make a go of it?" 


The Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia has formally proclaimed the 
last Russian tsar and thousands of others who died opposing the Soviet 
communist revolution of 1917 saints. [EPS No.30, page 5]. Reacting to 

the canonization, a Soviet newspaper called it "sacrilege to pay homage to 
a man who stained his name with numerous crimes". It added that the 
ceremony's purpose was to "encourage and unite the last of a dying band of 
monarchists and breathe life into the ludicrous idea of restoring the 
Russian throne". The Orthodox Church in America, which was formally 
granted its independence from the Russian Orthodox Church in 1970 and which, 
unlike the much smaller ROCOR, continues in communion with the patriarchate 
in Moscow, said in a brief statement that the ROCOR canonization was a 
"unilateral cg Se Quoting a verse from the New Testament book of Acts, 
the OCA said, "if this undertaking is of men, it will fail, but “LE "Tews ‘of 
God, you will not be able to overthrow them". 


The executive committee of the South African Council of Churches has 

resolved to "appoint a commission to investigate the affairs and administration 
of the council, with special reference to the period from 1975 onwards, 

and to prepare a report of its findings which will be made available to 

the press and the public". The committee took its action "in the light of 

the inadequate, inaccurate and confused information which has been 

conveyed to the general public recently", especially concerning the 
administration of SACC finances. [See EPS No.30, page 5; and EPS No.28, 

page 3]. 


Amnesty International has included a Roman Catholic bishop long imprisoned 
in China and the executive head of the Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] 
Mekane Yesus Church in recent appeals for prisoners of conscience. The 
Ethiopian Lutheran leader, Gudina Tumsa, disappeared in July 1979. 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


Growing interest is reported in theological training courses for lay people 
under the auspices of various Danish municipalities. On the other hand, 
interest in conferences for wives of pastors in the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Denmark is reported on the wane. 


Church News from Denmark reports that during a recent visit to the Danish 


Missionary Society, a delegation of seven Indian Christians visited many 


Danish homes and finally asked to see a poor home. "It was difficult to 
find one," CND says. "The poor home they visited, they called rich." 


New translations of the Hebrew Scriptures into Danish and modern Greelandic 
are proceeding under the auspices of the Danish Bible Society. They are 
expected to be ready in 1990 and 1985 respectively. 


The chairperson of the Danish parliament's church committee has declined 

a request from the Christian People's Party that a law be introduced to 
make religious education for children compulsory again. Currently, parents 
may have their children excused from it. 


A Danish Lutheran parish in Copenhagen is allowing Muslims to worship in its 
church hall. No objection from parish members is reported, though a few 
complaints from outside have been registered. 


Danish radio is planning an adult Christian education series. The last 
effort, in 1978-79 was widely criticized on grounds that church people in 
general couldn't understand what was being presented. 


Pending a selection of a new Jesuit superior general to replace the ailing 
Pedro Arupe, Pope John Paul II has appointed a close Vatican associate, 
Paolo Dazza, to take charge of the 27,000-member order. Assistant Superior 
General Vincent O'Keefe has been handling day-to-day affairs since Arrupe's 
stroke last August. 


Jarl Wahlstroem, a 63-year-old Finn, has been elected the 12th worldwide 
general of the Salvation Army. He received the required two-thirds 
majority on the third ballot of the Army's High Council, meeting in London. 
He succeeds the retiring Arnold Brown, a Canadian, in mid-December. 


A three-day, 50-person Church of England consultation on racism has 
recommended several steps, including greater ethnic-minority representation 
on elected church bodies, increased minority representation in the church 
work force, fostering vocations to the ministry among minority persons, 
increased minority enrollment in church schools, and independent review of 
complaints against the police. It also recommended official Church of 
England contributions to the World Council of Churches' fund to combat 
racism and church disengagement from banks and other companies doing 

South African business. 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


An association of eight non-white South African Reformed denominations 

has urged a moratorium on dialogue with South Africa's white Dutch Reformed 
Church until it ceases support for the white-minority government's system 
of race separation. The Alliance of Black Reformed Christians in South 
Africa, formed last month, said that "for the moment, we have come to the 
realization that, in the present situation, silence and the refusal to 
speak with the Dutch Reformed Church on their terms is the most effective 
means of communication". It urged overseas churches to take a similar 
stand. Alliance denominations include the Evangelican Presbyterian Church 
in South Africa, Reformed Presbyterian Church, Presbyterian Church of 
Africa, Presbyterian Church of Southern Africa, United Congregational 
Church, and three DRC "daughter churches" -- Dutch Reformed Church in 
Africa (black), Dutch Reformed Mission Church (mixed race), and Reformed 
Church in Africa (Indian). 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: Letter from Church Tourism Conference to European Church Leaders* 


Tourism, being a process of human encounter, provides unlimited possibilities 
for mutual sharing of cultural values and natural resources, and establishing 
personal contacts to promote the unity of humankind. However, tourism in 

its present form often disrupts the way of life of both visitor and host 

by encouraging the tourist: 


(1) to indulge in an extravagant lifestyle in ghettos created by the tourist 
trade ... reaping the benefits of an infrastructure geared to the comfort 
of the tourist rather than to the basic needs of the local people; 


(2) to exploit those in a weaker economic position by using them as 
servants and prostitutes... enticing them away from the productive sector 
so essential to developing countries to the service sector which ultimately 
benefits mainly the transnational corporations and travel syndicates; 


(3) to impact the host culture in a negative way, by showing a lack of 
respect for religious/local traditions... 


One of the glaring injustices brought about by a modern tourism is the 
exploitation of Third World women and children as prostitutes, and the 
actual traffic in Asian women... 


We are aware that the passive attitude of Christians in the first world 
can be attributed to their lack of awareness. It is therefore that we 
appeal to you, the church leaders of Europe, to take action in accordance 
with the resolutions and recommend actions of our conference... 


AKK 
* 


* Approved by participants, from 22 countries, at a conference on church 
and tourism in Stockholm, 2-6 November. Story: This EPS, page 1 
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ECUTEXT: A Code of Ethics for Tourists* 


1. Travel in a spirit of humility and with a genuine desire to learn more 
about the people of your host country. 


2. Be sensitively aware of the feelings of other people, thus preventing 
what might be offensive behaviour on your part. This applies very 
much to photography. 


3. Cultivate the habit of listening and observing, rather than merely 
hearing and seeing. 


4. Realise that often the people in the country you visit have time 
concepts and though patterns different from your own; this does not 
make them inferior, only different. 


5. Instead of ldoking for that ‘beach paradise' discover the enrichment 
of seeing a different way of life, through other eyes. 


6. Acquaint yourself with local customs - people will be happy to help you. 


7. Instead of the Western practice of 'knowing all the answers' cultivate 
the habit of asking questions. 


8. Remember that you are only one of the thousands of tourists visiting 
this country and do not expect special privileges. 


9. If you really want your experience to be "a home away from home', 
it is foolish to waste money on travelling. 


10. When you are shopping, remember that 'bargain' you obtained was only 
possible because of the low wages paid to the maker. 


11. Do not make promises to people in your host country unless you are 
certain you can carry them through. 


12. Spend time reflecting on your daily experiences in an attempt to 
deepen your understanding. It has been said that ‘what enriches you 
may rob and violate others’. 


*This code was developed at a 1975 meeting sponsored by the Christian 
Conference of Asia. It has since been circulated under church and 
corporate auspices, especially in the Asia and Pacific regions. 
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ECUVIEW: Tourism and the Third World* 


For the past twenty years, the tourism industry has been growing at a rate which confounds all 
predictions. Today it is number one, and still growing. It outstrips oil as the major industry 

of the world; it employs more people than any other industry; Americans spend more on their leisure 
than they do on defense. The list of such economic and social indicators seems endless. Despite 
recession, unemployment, oil crises, inflation and political upheaval, tourism continues its upward 
march undaunted. 


Until recently, this growth has gone unchallenged. A few isolated voices were raised about some 
social consequences of unchecked tourism, but these have had little Significant impact. The industry 
has continued to generate such enormous wealth and engage in such profligate spending that countries 
in search of economic independence and development have accepted tourism with undisguised enthusiasm. 


But now a certain reticence is being detected. Countries which had fallen over themselves to get 

a new Hilton-American Express-Pan Am service are starting to ask whether the benefits are quite as 
large as expected. This is particularly true of those countries which we call the Third World. 

Many of those poor countries are now expressing reservations about some aspects of tourism. To under- 
stand why, we must begin with the interaction between people who are poor and their affluent guests. 


Consider the poor. They are people who will never be tourists. When they speak of travel they mean 
going on foot or in a crowded but to the next village or town. Possibly they will travel for a 
wedding, funeral or religious festival, but their travel will not be for pleasure. Family income is 
barely sufficient for survival and there is no extra money available for luxury travel. Indeed, when 
they are thinking of luxury, their minds cannot stretch far beyond a bottle of soft drink or a ride 
on the back of a bicycle. The concept of a paid holiday or expenditure on leisure travel or visiting 
a foreign culture is totally outside their conceptual framework. 


Into the land of the poor come the tourists. At first only a few courageous and usually sensitive 
souls make the visit and are rewarded with all the courtesy and hospitality of traditional societies. 
Later the numbers increase and improved facilities for travel are required. Surveys are made of 
possible tourist resorts and great profits are projected. The host community is persuaded that 
tourism will bring the blessings of employment, of foreign funds and the development of natural 
resources for the good of the whole community. The contracts are signed, the money slips under the 
counter, the jumbo jets begin to fly in, and a major qualitative change begins in the life of the 
whole society... 


It is estimated that about 500 million working people now receive an annual paid holiday. This means 
that the modern tourist class is made up of farmers and factory workers, secretaries and plumbers, 
and, given the generous unemployment benefits of some welfare states, even the unemployed can become 
tourists. To be a.tourist no longer means great wealth. 


While many tourists are now simple working class people in their home country, when they travel 
overseas, they suddenly become rich. For the first time in their life, they have others to serve 

them, make their beds, drive them in private cars, massage their back and serve their every whim. 
Their new extravagant lifestyle becomes possible only because of the economic disparity between the 
two countries. So while the tourists often live very humbly in their home environment, they become 
nouveau riche in the host country. For many it is a heady experience and can quickly become addictive. 


When this tourist group visits an affluent country the possibility of friction is much less. There 
is a common cultural history, similar social values and enough language for communication. Equally 
important is the fact that the host country has all the facilities normally demanded by tourists. 


Poorer nations lack this infrastructure. They are asked to make the leap from a predominantly rural- 
based economy into a service-oriented tourist nation without passing through an intermediate stage of 
industrialisation. Money is diverted from social projects to build roads and bridges to serve the 
tourists; drainage facilities are inadequate so raw sewerage is pumped into the sea; the electrification 
of villages is postponed because of the need to place air-conditioning, elevators and many other 
electrical requirements in hotels; increased demand for certain foods and consumer goods by tourists 
raises the price of these goods in the local market; money which is needed for housing, health care, 
schools and agricultural development is diverted to meeting the ever-increasing needs of a foreign 
elite. These are among the symptoms which come as soon as a developing nation makes tourism one of 

its priorities... 


The assumption that this new [tourist] industry will automatically improve the situation of the poor 
is false. Although there is certainly economic benefit to sections of the host community and while 
many new jobs are generated, the overall improvement in the living standard of the people is much 
less than is claimed. Indeed, in some areas of social life, the developing nation may lose more than 
it gains. Tourism is not a magic wand which will solve a nation's ills and there are situations in 
which these ills will even be compounded. 


*This is a portion of a presentation by Ron O'Grady at an international conference on church and 
tourism in Stockholm, 2-6’ November [Stories elsewhere in this EPS]. O'Grady, a New Zealander, is 
currently living and writing in the USA after serving as associate general secretary of the 
Singapore-based Christian Conference of Asia. He estimates that about 30 million tourists - about 
10% of the annual total - travel to the third world. 
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ECUVIEW: The Task of Comtemporary Church History* 


How is the task of church history to be defined in the light of present developments in the ecumenical 
movement? 


1. 


Di 


The task is to present the history of the una sancta catholica. In the presentation an attempt 
must be made to recall the history of the whole Church. The presentation must lead up to the 

una sancta catholica which is called to bear witness together to the Gospel today. It cannot 
simply be an introduction to one particular church community. Even when limited themes are taken 
up, they must be set within the context of the whole Church. 


- The presentation must be characterized by catholicity in time. In other words, all periods of 
history have a claim to be remembered. Ecumenical church history seeks to trace the course of 
history through all centuries. 


- The presentation must also be characterized by catholicity in space. In other words, it must 
be interested in and pay attention to the churches in the whole Oikoumene. Ecumenical church 
history seeks to transcend the geographical limits in which some presentations are imprisoned. 


- The presentation must be informed by awareness of the catholicity of the whole People of God. 
In other words, it must pay attention to the whole Church, and not least to the history of 
believing laos. Its interest must not be dictated by conscious or unconscious hierarchical 
class or sectional distinctions. Ecumenical church history sets out to include in its 
presentation even groups whose history is all too easily ignored for example because no 
written source materials are available. This applies in particular to oppressed and 
persecuted groups. 


To carry out the task of ecumenical church history, a catholic spirituality or spirituality of 


the whole is required. What does this mean? 


- a realization that the una sancta catholica is greater than one's own church. The basis of 
this catholic spirituality is the expectancy that the Holy Spirit is at work wherever Christ's 
name is invoked. It does not limit His operation to a particular community. It does not 
accept that, on the basis of certain ecclesiological or doctrinal presuppositions, certain 
Christian communities are from the outset excluded from attention and interpretation. It is 
not satisfied with an agreement on a "purely historical level", but reflects on the consequences 
of such agreement and deliberately seeks to clarify the effects of earlier interpretations in 
history. 


- The spirituality of the whole requires a willingness not to ignore the dark aspects of history. 
It is aware that the history of the Church includes errors and failures. It does not dispute 
these negative aspects nor repudiate its own responsibility for their consequences (e.g. the 
Church's role in the slave trade, antisemitism, witch hunting, etc.). 


- This spirituality means the conviction that the Church is called in Christ to be one community 
and that division is therefore a contradiction of the will of Christ. This summons to unity 
accompanies the Church throughout the generations. 


If we are to advance in the direction of a common interpretation of history, we need a clear 
agreement about the criteria underlying the presentation and the methods employed. 


- No presentation is innocent of theological and ecclesiological assumptions. A common 
presentation will only be possible if these assumptions are brought out into the open and 
critically examined. 


- A critical comparison of the different assumptions can help us to recognize that the previous 
presentation rested on too narrow a basis and needs to be corrected and supplemented. 


- It is absolutely indispensable that we should be prepared to examine our own interpretation 
in the light of the sources and other data. This critical study of the facts can make us 


aware of unconscious theological and ecclesiological assumptions. It enables corrections 
to be made. 


Every interpretation of history remains, in principle, open to revision. Our attempt to present 
church history from an ecumenical perspective will not produce the definitive account. The 
conflict about the significance of the history for the contemporary Church will continue. The 
object of the exercise is rather to achieve a new style of approach. The debate about the 
significance of history is not conducted primarily between different traditions but takes place 


within the ecumenical fellowship which holds the different traditions and cultural contexts 


together. 
eeK 


*This is an excerpt from material prepared by Lukas Vischer for a consultation in Basle marking the 


550th anniversary of the Council of Basle [EPS No.30, page 3]. Vischer directs the Protestant 
Office for Ecumenism in Switzerland. 


EPS 


E P Ecumenical 
Press Service 


LES: ““OIKOUMENE” GENEVA - TEL. 989400 TELEX 23423 OIK CH - 150 ROUTE DE FERNEY, 1211 GENEVA 20 SWITZERLAND 


No.32/48th Year 1981 20 November 1981 


Contents: 


Ethiopia takes over church headquarters .............e. 1 
Two church unions delayed; UK church covenant debated... 
Israel closes university; churches council protests ... 
Finn study critiques state-church ‘salvation monopoly'.. 


USA churches council asks meeting on USA budget cuts .. 


2 
3 
3 
4 
CHUGH yalG ea Dea BLOT. AN COLA DE OUT usere0-c, «0 Stuns ohenaus savage 4.5 
Violence sara, onlyicrediple response fe). fE, PERF LONE. PRES 
ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 6 
ECUVIEW: Angola - Impressions and Observations ........ 9 
ECUTEXT: Suggestions for Hindu-Christian Dialogue .... 10 


THE NEXT EPS WILL APPEAR ON 4 DECEMBER 1981 


iblished under auspices: World Council of Churches - World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young Women’s 
iristian Association - World Student Christian Federation. 


l¢ aim of Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the churches and Christian 
ovements. It is not responsible for opinions expressed in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. 


No.32 - 20 November 1981 1 


ETHIOPIA. TAKES OVER 
CHURCH HEADQUARTERS 


Addis Ababa (EPS) - The Ethiopian government has taken over the US$ 1 million 
headquarters of the Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church Mekane Yesus 
here. 


The takeover brought church reaction from around the world, inc luding 
messages from the Geneva-based World Council of Churches and Lutheran 
World Federation, to both of which the EECMY belongs. 


On 11 November, church officials were given 30 hours to vacate their multi- 
floor building, which includes about four dozen offices and about half a 
dozen apartments for church workers. 


A small group of soldiers reportedly arrived on 16 November, after church 
officials had earlier refused four times to turn over the keys. "They took 
the building by force - the soldiers", a church official reportedly said. 
"There was no shooting. We gave them the keys". 


News agency reports quoted a "prominent church official" as saying "We have 
no place to go, no place to work... We asked the housing ministry official 
to give us another office, but he said he didn't know about that. In our 
office, several families were living. They have no house to live in now. 
They wouldn't give them any shelter... We appealed everywhere. We have to 
pray to God only". 


The building will reportedly be used as a law court. The downtown building 
of Emanuel Baptist church was reportedly taken over the previous week. 

Since the Marxist government came to power in 1974, it has nationalized other 
church and non-church property for government offices and programmes. 


In a message to Ethiopian Head of State Mangistu Haile Mariam, WCC Acting 
General Secretary Todor Sabev said the takeover would "hinder the effective 
witness of the church and the church's involvement in humanitarian work 
and development of the people of Ethiopia. 


"The EECMY is an active member of the WCC and an effective instrument of 

the council's work", he continued. "Therefore the WCC appeals to you and 
your government to reconsider your decision, which... will jeopardize the 
life of the EECMY and its service to the people of Ethiopia". 


In a message to Tadesse Terrefe, head of the Ethiopian permanent mission 
in Geneva, LWF General Secretary Carl Mau expressed his organization's 
concern about the consequences of the action on the EECMY's life and work. 
He noted the denomination's efforts over the years to work with government 
authorities on programs of assistance and development. Mau asked for 
"clarification on this matter... at your earliest convenience". 


The LWF leader urged LWF member bodies to pray for the EECMY and "demonstrate 
their solidarity with it in any way they deem appropriate". Mau also sent 
a personal letter to EECMY President Emmanuel Abraham. 


Ethiopia's 31 million people are mostly Christian or Muslim, in roughly 
equal numbers. Most of the Christians are Ethiopian [Oriental] Orthodox. 
The 500,000-member EECMY is the largest of the smaller Christian bodies. 
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TWO CHURCH UNIONS DELAYED; 
UK CHURCH COVENANT DEBATED 


Geneva (EPS) - Delays have been announced in proposed church unions in two 
countries in recent weeks. And plans for a covenant among four UK 
denominations have run into opposition, although the groups' governing 
bodies have given preliminary approval. 


In Ghana it was announced that a union of Methodists and two Presbyterian 
denominations has been postponed again, this time from 1982 to 1986. The 
delay is reportedly to allow for further education of the memberships about 
the plan. 


In New Zealand, church union negotiators are reported returning to the 

drawing boards following votes on a union plan by Methodists and Presbyterians. 
The current plan was drafted at a time when Anglicans were expected to be 

part of the reunion. 


With the Anglicans on the sidelines now, the favourable votes by the other 
two groups were not considered strong enough to proceed without modifications. 


One sticking point in the UK is a part of the covenant which would 
introduce the historic episcopate into the Methodist and United Reformed 
Churches, the major partners with the [Anglican] Church of England in the 
plan, which also includes the Moravians. 


Some Anglican opponents consider the covenant too vague about bishops. 
But some Reformed and Methodist objectors say the covenant states or 
implies more about the significance of bishops than they are prepared to. 
(The United Reformed Church has Presbyterian and Congregational roots). 


On the other hand, a recent conference of ecumenical officers and others 
involved in local ecumenical projects in England and Wales urged acceptance 
of the covenant as a "vital...key to unlock legal and institutional barriers 
designed for an age when the churches wanted to remain separate". Further 
covenant decisions by national church governing bodies are expected in 1982. 


[An international meeting of representatives of actual and proposed united 
and uniting churches was scheduled for Colombo, Sri Lanka, 18-25 November. 
Coverage is planned for the next EPS]. 
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ISRAEL CLOSES UNIVERSITY ; 
CHURCHES COUNCIL PROTESTS 


Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches has urged Israel to reopen 
Birzeit University, a major Palestinian educational institution in the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank area. 


Israel closed the university 4 November following demonstrations by its 
students and others protesting Israeli occupation. The university says 
Israel is making it a "scapegoat for the whole Palestinian population in 
the occupied territories by projecting it as a hot-bed of political 
activism and resistance against occupation", which includes "military 
violence and oppression against civilians and institutions". 


The WCC telegram to Israeli Defence Minister Ariel Sharon also urges him to 
"terminate arrest status of all... university personnel, as we know that 
such restrictive measures will not ultimately serve a process of justice, 
reconciliation and peace in the territories". 


Israeli authorities have said the university will be reopened next January. 


EPS 


FINN STUDY CRITIQUES STATE- 
CHURCH 'SALVATION MONOPOLY ' 


Helsinki (EPS) - A study by a Finnish Lutheran pastor published by the 
Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland's research centre faults the 
"state-ecclesiastical salvation monopoly" and church operations which 
uncritically adopt commercial attitudes. 


In"Clerical Identity in a Bour geois—Proletarian Society", Jaakko Jaatinen 
says ''the message of the church has become a product called the gospel, 

to be marketed to as many people as possible, with target groups in mind". 
Thus, he adds, "people...are reduced to consumers of congregational services". 


The study explores the effects of making the job of the ordained minister 
more or less like that of any other paid professional. If ministry is 

just like other jobs, it loses its "sacral character", and ministry "performed 
as remunerative employment is not in a position to expose the radical 

nature of social fragmentation, much less remedy it", he suggests. 


The study says an example of the change in attitude over the years is 
mirrored in the church's clergy association, which has become a "rock-hard 
trade union, whereas earlier it was a fraternal association of people 
performing the work to which they have been called". 
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USA CHURCHES COUNCIL ASKS 
MEETING ON USA BUDGET CUTS 


Cleveland, Ohio, USA (EPS) - The governing board of the [USA] National 

Council of Churches has called for a broadly based meeting next year to 
discuss the response of USA religion to what an NCC release calls "the 

present crisis in meeting human needs caused by massive federal budget 

transfers away from human services". 


An accompanying background paper, "Conscience Alert", outlines "numerous 
examples of the human suffering being caused by recent changes in U.S. 
public policies". It also notes possible effects outside the USA because 
of "our accelerated shift from development aid to military assistance". 


In a resolution on El Salvador, the board of the 32-denomination council 
urged the USA to "take diplomatic initiatives to effect the termination of 
military assistance to all groups in El Salvador" and to "terminate its 
present policy of providing military and economic assistance to the 
governing junta" there. 


James Andrews, stated clerk of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. and a 
member of an NCC delegation which spent half a week visiting El Salvador 
church leaders in late October,said "repression that approaches genocidal 
proportions is a fact of life in El Salvador, and the current military- 
political government is reponsible for the huge majority of such murders, 
disappearances, imprisonments, tortures, mutilations, and rapes". 


In other action, the board: 


-- Chose Indiana United Methodist Bishop James Armstrong to succeed 
American Baptist Churches minister and Reformed Church in America- 
staff executive M. William Howard as NCC president for a three-year 
term starting next 1 January. ; 


-- Began to form a special panel to examine the NCC's future and make 
recommendations about "the strongest and most effective ecumenical 
instrument possible". 


-- Sent a message of support to Egypt's Coptic Church in the wake of 
the assassination of Egyptian President Anwar el-Sadat earlier 
this year. 


-- Urged adoption of the United Nations Draft Declaration on Elimination 
of All Forms of Intolerance and Discrimination Based on Religion or 
Belief. 


-- Asked the USA government to encourage a resolution of issues related 
to the 1974 Turkish intervention in Cyprus. 


-- Urged opposition to USA administration military policies as likely 
to increase the chances of nuclear war and being "utterly in conflict 
with the gospel of Christ". 


-- Re-elected Presbyterian Claire Randall as NCC general secretary. 
An anonymous letter was sent to the board urging she not be reappointed. 


-- Urged churches to increase young adult ministry. 


-- Adopted several priorities for the 1982-84 period: spiritual renewal 
and strengthening of congregations, peace making, human rights and 
racial justice, ethics and technological innovation, economic justice, 
and individuals and families in human community. 


EPS 
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CHURCH AID APPEAL 
FOR ANGOLA BEGUN 


Geneva (EPS) - The World Council of Churches interchurch aid commission has 
appealed for US$ 1.3 million to support efforts by the Council of Churches 
in Angola to help persons affected by the drought and displaced by South 
African military action in the southern part of the country. 


Commission Director Jean Fischer says "drought in the main crop areas has 
brought the food situation to a critical point... To this already grim 
situation, the major South African incursion of August 1981 added new and 
urgent dimensions", he adds. "More people from the southern provinces were 
forced to leave their homes to seek security further north and the gathering 
in of the harvest was further disrupted". 


He calls the Angolan government's agreement for the church effort "a remark- 
able opportunity for the churches in Angola". The appeal includes emergency 
assistance in 12 categories - food, seeds, blankets, used clothing, tents, 
medicines, vehicles, agricultural tools, construction material, soap, 

school material, and transport and administration. 


The Angolan Council of Churches, formed in 1977, includes 12 member and two 
associated denominations. Traditions represented include Congregational, 
Baptist, Reformed, Methodist, and Kimbanguist. [Related Ecuview, this EPS, 
page 9]. 


EPS 


VIOLENCE SAID ONLY 
CREDIBLE RESPONSE 


Arusha, Tanzania (EPS) - A spokesperson for the African National Congress, 
a group struggling against the white-minority government in South Africa, 
says "liberation movements were responding with violence because it was the 
only credible means to confront the oppressor's violence". 


A report from Nairobi-based Africa Church Information Service does not 
identify the spokesperson, who attended a church consultation on the Africa 
refugee situation, here. 


The ANC representative said to condemn their armed struggle is to ask 
liberation movements to commit suicide, given violence used against the 
groups by a government which "talks sense" only if confronted with equal 
force. 


Noting church concerns that humanitarian aid might instead be used to 
buy arms,the ACIS report quotes the representative as declaring, "We have 
plenty of guns. We do not need church funds to buy guns; in fact we have 
more guns than food". 


The spokesperson said more awareness is needed among Christians about the 
work of such movements and the nature of their struggle, especially as it 
intensifies and it becomes essential to "keep people from being turned into 
Judases". 


EPS 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


Colin Winter, exiled Anglican bishop of Namibia, died of a heart attack 

17 November at his London home. He was 53 and an outspoken opponent of 
apartheid, the race separation system of South Africa, which continues to 
administer Namibia despite the withdrawal of United Nations permission 
for that. South Africa expelled him and two other church workers in 1972. 


Charles Parlin, 83, one of the six World Council of Churches co-presidents 


from 1961-1968 is dead. A senior partner with the law firm of Shearman & 
Sterling, New York City, he was also very active in USA and international 
Methodist organizations and activities. 


Veteran USA ecumenist William Boney died of cancer at the end of October. 

A Presbyterian, he was appointed in September 1980 to head the faith and 
order commission of the [USA] National Council of Churches. A theology 
professor for 1/7 years before that, he was also active in the 10-denomination 
Consultation on Church Union. 


A Jewish and two Christian leaders have joined in a statement urging more 
openness to refugees seeking asylum in the USA, especially those from Haiti 
and El Salvador. The appeal was signed by General Secretaries Claire 
Randall, National Council of Churches [USA]; Thomas Kelly, U.S. Catholic 


_ Conference; and Bernard Mandelbaum, Synagogue Council of America [Related 


stories: EPS No.29, page 1, and EPS No.27, page 9]. 


Two computer specialists and a Bible scholar at Technion Institute of 
Technology in Haifa have concluded that the book of Genesis was the work 
of one author, not at least two as current biblical scholarship generally 
suggests. On the other hand, their computer analysis of language in the 
book of Isaiah suggests multiple authorship for it. 


At their annual meeting, a committee of USA Lutheran and Roman Catholic 
bishops urged "parish and regional groups" of the two traditions to 
jointly celebrate the 800th anniversary of the birth of Francis of Assisi 
during the coming year. 


This year is being marked as a 1000th anniversary of Icelandic Christianity. 
Although the Althing, the Icelandic parliament, decided in 1000 that the 
Nordic island should be Christian, this year marks the millennium of the 
arrival of a German bishop and an expatriate Icelander (Thorvaldur the 

Far Traveler) to preach the gospel. 


The synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saxony has voted support 
for petitions by young church people urging an alternative to military 
service in East Germany (GDR). The synod also considered several recent 
cases of rebaptism. A church report says that "whoever denies the validity 
of baptism received as a child, questions his belonging to our church". 


The 25th annual conference of the United Christian Council in Israel was 
scheduled for 3-5 November, at the Church of Scotland Centre, Tiberias. 
The UCCI associates 20 small Christian bodies in the country. 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


The general synod of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands has urged 
greater restraint in the Christian use of "Yahweh", a form of the name of 
God in the Hebrew Scriptures for which Jews have traditionally substituted 
the title "Lord". 


The National Centre for Christian Communities and Networks has been formed 
in Birmingham (England) UK to "support groups, communities and networks 
involved in pioneering new forms of Christian community, witness and 
action" in "down-to-earth, vigorous ways, relevant to the needs of the 
modern world". 


Clamor, publication of the commission for human rights and the marginalized 
of the Roman Catholic archdiocese of Sao Paulo, Brazil, is one of 31 
recipients of this year's Vladimir Herzog Prize. Sponsored by several 
Brazilian journalistic and other organizations, the prize honours a 
journalist who died while in Sao Paulo police custody five years ago, 

amidst charges he was tortured. The awards are given for work in defence 

of human rights. Clamor's issues on prison conditions of political detainees 
and 163 children who have disappeared for political reasons in Uruguay, 
Argentine, Chile, and Paraguay, were cited in making the award. 


The head of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church in Finland has warned against 
three societal trends - religious cults and other pseudo-religious movements, 
a rejection of science, and religious fundamentalism allied with political 
conservatism. Archbishop Mikko Juva outlined his views at a meeting of 
church workers in his diocese. 


The [USA] Institute of Religion and Freedom has launched a campaign calling for 
a new look at links between Christian values and democratic government. 

It says it seeks to transcend a "pestilence of politicizing" in USA churches 
between approaches which are "obsessively anti-communist" and others which 
are "apologists for oppression". Institute leaders put various activities 
of the "new religious right" in the first category, and others of groups 
such as the World and National [USA] Councils of Churches and Lutheran 
World Federation in the second. A United Methodist-financed study of the 
institute links it with the Coalition for a Democratic Majority, a grouping 
of "neoconservative" Democrats. Institute leaders deny any “organic 
connection" between it and the coalition. 


A recent poll reports 55 percent of Finnish comprehensive and vocational 
schoolchildren say they believe in God; 30 percent don't know. The rest 
say God doesn't exist (six percent) or "hardly exists" (eight percent). 


An association has been formed to support the work of Casa Locarno, founded 
in 1947 by the World Council of Churches and HEKS, relief agency of the 

Swiss Protestant Federation. The Casa Locarno Association includes 26 other 
churches, ecumenical councils, and church agencies from 11 European countries 
and the USA, among them the Conference of European Churches and the 

European Baptist Federation. Casa Locarno promotes encounters between 
European church workers. Each year, 350-400 of them spend a month there. 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


Tanjug, the Yugoslav news agency, reports the jailing for 8 and 5 1/2 years 
of two Roman Catholic priests on charges of anti-state activities. The two 
are editor-in-chief and secretary of a church magazine published in the 
central Yugoslav town of Mostar. Yugoslav authorities have charged some 
Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox clergy with encouraging ethnic 
nationalism in this federal country. 


A religious service at Saboba, north Ghana, brought together both 
Christians and Muslims to pray for peace and unity among those engaged in 
a recent tribal war in the area. The Christians included Roman Catholics, 
Presbyterians, and members of the Assembly of God. 


Three cabinet members and two senior chiefs have been appointed by the 
Lesotho government for a dialogue on peace and cooperation in the country 
following a request from the Christian Council of Lesotho. Prominent 
government opponents and church leaders have been murdered and kidnapped 


in recent months. [EPS No.25, page 8; EPS No.27, page 6; and EPS No.30, page 5]. 


A 21-page exhortation on "Justice and Evangelization in Africa" was 
recently released by the continent's Roman Catholic bishops following 


their meeting earlier this year [29 June - 5 July] in Yaounde, Cameroon. 


The organizations which group the regional Lutheran churches in East and 
West Germany have each elected a new presiding bishop. Karlheinz Stoll, 
bishop of the Northelbian Evangelical Lutheran Church, was chosen by the 
synod of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in [West] Germany. Johannes 
Hempel, bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Saxony, was elected 
by the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in the German Democratic Republic. 


The president of the Zimbabwe National Traditional Healers' Association 
says churches in that country, especially the Roman Catholic, are "new 
enemies" of his association and that they fear loss of church membership 
and income from those attracted to traditional medical practices. The 
Roman Catholic bishops' conference denied any church effort to discredit 
the association or any "true and genuine medicine". 


The secretary of the West German Bible Society says sales of the latest 
translation of the "Luther Bible" have slumped greatly this year and last. 
Siegfried Meurer adds that the 1975 revision of the New Testament has met 
with heavy criticism and even outright rejection from a majority of the 
Reformed, Lutheran, and United regional churches in the country. 


The [Anglican] Church of England has set apart women as deaconesses since 
1862. By action of its general synod this month, legislation is to be 
prepared abolishing the distinction between deaconesses and deacons — 

one of the three orders of ordained ministry (with priests and bishops) 

in Anglicanism. A 1977 general synod meeting declined a proposal to abolish 
the male diaconate, which in recent years in the English church has 
functioned mostly as a period of appretice priesthood, rather than as a 
distinctive long-term ministry. 
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ECUVIEW : Angola - Impressions and Observations* 


Angola is a country rich in minerals, with vast areas of fertile soil which can, under normal 
conditions, easily provide enough food for its population. It is sad to see that internal unrest 
and the influence of foreign powers have led to a state of the economy which cannot provide the basic 
necessities of life for its people. 


While Angola is said to earn US$ 320 million per year from its oil revenues, it has to spend vast 
amounts on a military machinery to fight outside and internal enemies, especially with the help of 
Cuba... 


The government places national unity above tribal and ethnic loyalties. In our conversations with 
officials we were impressed by their dedication and competence, and their firm intentions to overcome 
the country's difficulties. But they admit to a great lack of qualified personnel and inefficiency, 
which soon becomes obvious to the visitor when trying to make travel or hotel arrangements. 


During our visit to Lubango, capital of the southern province of Huila, we were in contact with 
several churches which belong to the Association of Evangelicals in Angola (AEA). It is impressive 
to see how churches everywhere in this country are thriving and growing. On Sundays, the churches 
are full, most of them have several choirs, and often people are standing outside when there is not 
enough room inside the church buildings. 


Lubango is a garrison city. Soldiers are everywhere, Angolans and Cubans. Military vehicles are roaring 
through the streets. Even though this lovely city of about 50,000 inhabitants lies more than 200 km 
north of the Angolan border with Namibia, South Africans have bombed the city twice: in 1979 a furniture 
factory was bombed and totally destroyed (although allegedly there was a Namibian refugee camp in the 
vicinity); in summer 1981 a refugee camp outside the city was attacked. 


There is fear and insecurity. We had a short but moving encounter with two Irish nuns who had come 
from Cunene to get medicines, food and other essentials. They were just about to leave with their 
station wagon back to their mission hospital in Chiula, against the urgent advice of their friends 
who feared for their lives. The sisters told us of the brutality of the South African army, of their 
indiscriminate bombings and shooting at everything that moves. The South Africans claim that they 
are only attacking SWAPO guerrilla targets, but in reality the vast majority of the victims are 
Angolan civilians. 


The sisters left in tears, going back to carry out their mission work, not knowing what will happen 
to them. They knew that the red cross they had painted on their car was no guarantee for safety, as 
sad experiences have proven... 


SWAPO president Sam Nujoma told us that South Africa has 50,000 soldiers in the area on both sides 

of the Angolan border. This massive military presence can only be seen as a sign of an intensification 
of the conflict. He confirmed that in addition to the war situation, there is a serious drought: 
cattle and wildlife are dying and the people have little or no food. The combination of hunger, 
repression and displacement is creating an acutely serious situation. Nujoma expressed his gratitude 
to WCC, LWF and to all churches and agencies which support the Namibian struggle for freedom and 
independence. 


He appealed to WCC and other church organizations for a continuation of urgently needed assistance in 
the form of food and other basic goods. (He mentioned maize, beans, rice, oil and soap). Nujoma 
made it clear that SWAPO is ready to sign a cease-fire agreement, to implement UN resolution 435, 

and to have UN-controlled, free elections. The SWAPO president said that the war will intensify if 
no political settlement can be negotiated. He expressed hope that the West will exert pressure so 
that "South Africa can be brought to its senses". 


KKK 
* 


* This is excerpted from a report on a visit to Angola 16-31 October. It was prepared by Helmut 
Reuschle, material aid secretary of the World Council of Churches interchurch aid commission, in 
cooperation with Leopoldo Niilus, former director of the WCC international affairs commission. 
[Related story, this EPS, page 5]. 
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ECUTEXT: Suggestions for Hindu-Christian Dialogue* 


We know, however, that until and unless dialogue takes place at the grassroots level in every district 
and town it will not generate the understanding and cooperation we need to work with our neighbours 
for a just society. Our primary goal must be for Christians and Hindus to take the initiative to plan 
for dialogue at the local level. At a regional and local level, dialogue may take many forms: 


Talking together. We need to discuss with one another the problems we share in common in our communities: 
the oppression of harijans [untouchables]; the corruption of institutions of justice; the outbreaks of 
violence between castes or religious groups; the suffering and exploitation of many women. 


Working together. One of the most profitable and powerful forms of dialogue is working together with 


our neighbours in concrete projects of social action. This might mean joining together in flood relief 
projects or joining together to call the community's attention to victims of violence or injustice. 

At a more ambitious level, this might mean joining together to establish those hospitals, educational 
projects, and social agencies which Hindu and Christian groups have hitherto established separately. 
Working together in intentionally undertaken joint projects, large of small, will also mean reflecting 
upon our work together. Such active and socially - conscious dialogue may especially serve to attract 
the energies and engage the commitments of young people who have drifted away from their religious 
traditions. 


Living together. We hear how Hindus and Christians live together in cities, towns and villages not 


only in India, but in Indonesia, South Africa, Kenya, Trinidad, the United Kingdom, the United States 
of America, and many other countries. However, living together should not be merely an accident of 
geography which places us in proximity to but not in relation to our neighbours. Our living together 
should be intentional - that we intend to create a community in which we all participate. One way we 
might begin to develop that awareness and appreciation of our neighbours is to undertake retreats 
together. For example, Hindu and Christian doctors, or teachers, or social workers, might spend a 
weekend or a week living together at a conference or retreat centre discussing their professional work 
in relation to their religious commitments. 


Celebrating together. On national or regional holidays, Hindus and Christians might join together in 
their programmes and celebrations. During appropriate religious festivals, Hindus and Christians 
might invite one another to visit, taking advantage of these occasions to become educated about and 
appreciative of the traditions of the other. On a more daily level, Hindus and Christians might 
arrange for mutual visits in temples, churches, ashrams, and homes. In all these cases, Christians 
and Hindus should prepare for such visits through programmes of education and reflect on such visits 
in discussion. 


Openness to each other's worship and meditation. In some situations it is not only possible, but 
profitable and even necessary, for Hindus and Christians to sit together in worship and meditation. 
In our morning worship at Rajpur, which was entirely voluntary, the first half was led by a Hindu 
and the second half led by a Christian ... We deepened our understanding and sense of community by 
sitting together while we worshipped, each in our own way, and by finding aspects of our worship and 
meditation which we could indeed share in common. 


RAKKKK 
Kk 


* This text is excerpted from a report from an international Hindu-Christian meeting 
30 May - 6 June 1981 under World Council of Churches auspices in Rajpur, India. 
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CHURCH DISARMAMENT PANEL: 
GLOOM, BUT ‘SIGNS OF HOPE' 


Amsterdam (EPS) - A 17-member international church panel has rejected 
"nuclear deterrence.. [as] a stable or acceptable basis to peace". It 
calls the "increasing popular resistance to nuclear weapons in many 
countries" among "signs of hope" in an otherwise "gloomy" picture. 


The group was convened by the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 

Its preliminary report also urges churches to "speak and act now, even 

at the risk of some oversimplification, because the peril is so great". 

The panel, from 15 countries, heard four days of testimony [23-26 November] 
from three dozen witnesses. 


The group calls nuclear weapons "a new and dangerous development in the 
long history of belligerence which must itself be challenged as no longer 
acceptable in a world redeemed by Christ. Even national structures need 
ultimately to be put in question by churches which declare the unity of 
mankind". 


Asked during a news conference whether the panel concluded that nuclear 
weapons invalidate a traditional view that wars in certain situations 

might be justified, Paulos Gregorios, Orthodox Church of the East Metropolitan 
of New Delhi, said the group was not of one mind about the continuing 
usefulness of just-war theology. 


Rejecting any strategy which implies or advocates nuclear war fighting, 
the panel also calls "the doctrine of limited war... a new stimulus to 

the dangers". It supports the continuation of several varieties of arms 
control negotiations, but says "such negotiations by themselves are not 
likely to lead to the substantial reductions in nuclear weapons, and their 
eventual abolition, which we believe are the only proper goals". 


The panel observes that some witnesses "gave the impression of being 
trapped in a system where ultimate responsibility is hard to define... 
The churches may have a useful role in broadening these frameworks and 
bringing those involved into dialogue with one another". 


The report urges "churches and Christian individuals, where appropriate, 
to play a responsible part within" various movements opposed to nuclear 
arms. 


Several proposals presented and discussed by the witnesses and panel are 
described as "signs of hope", including "new international negotiating 
procedures", a "freeze on the testing, development and production of all 
nuclear weapons", "limited unilateral disarmament initiatives", and "nuclear 
weapon-free zones in different parts of the world". 


The panel says "churches should urgently consider ... the delegitimization 
of the production, possession and use of nuclear weapons as a crime against 
humanity" and should "give the highest priority to confidence building 
measures between nations and peoples and develop effective pastoral measures 
to overcome the widespread cynicism, despair and indifference, and expose 
the selfish nationalistic thinking often disguised as realism..." 


EPS 
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NUCLEAR WEAPONS CONDEMNED 
AT WORLD COUNCIL HEARING 


Amsterdam (EPS) - An international church hearing on nuclear disarmament 
began with absolute condemnations of nuclear weapons on moral grounds. 


"Christians have to say it is a sin not only to use, not only threaten to 
use, but merely to build a nuclear weapon", said William Sloane Coffin, 
senior minister of Riverside Church, New York. He was a preacher at the 
opening worship service. 


The Geneva-based World Council of Churches sponsored. the [22-27 November ] 
hearing at the Free University. WCC General Secretary Philip Potter told 
participants that "there is no moral justification for the development of 
nuclear weapons. Indeed, there is an unequivocal moral obligation on 
Christians not to make or to use nuclear weapons". 


Three dozen witnesses -- theologians, politicians, diplomats, peace 
activists, scientists, and others -- were questioned by a 1/7-member panel 
during the week. Hearing group moderator John Habgood, [Anglican] Church 

of England bishop of Durham, said the gathering was "not a teach-in, nor a 
demonstration", and was meant to "expose ... many points of view". It 
convened in the wake of several large anti-nuclear demonstrations in various 
world capitals,and just before the opening of USA-USSR disarmament 
negotiations in Geneva. 


Impetus for the hearing included a 1975 resolution of the WCC world assembly 
and a 1980 resolution of its central committee. Habgood said the timing 

of the hearing was 'not just a response to what has been happening in the 
last few months". He warned against twin dangers of "passing too quickly 
from deep theological truths to ill considered political programs" on the 
one hand, and "becoming so immersed in technical complexities and political 
subtleties that no fresh insight is brought to the subject in hand" on the 
other. 


Potter said he hoped the hearing could "reinforce the determination of 
leaders and people around the world to achieve a halt to the mad 
accumulation of these murderous and suicidal weapons". He noted that 
churches and others concerned about disarmament are "far from clear or 
united" about how to translate "moral conviction into feasible and 
effective political action. 


Coffin called "the building and owning of nuclear weapons... an abomination... 


comparable to the buying and owning of slaves''. He said the two superpowers 
should demonstrate not just "willingness... to negotiate" but also 
"readiness to disarm" by taking some unilateral actions. "Given the 


devastating fire power that would remain, neither nation would be threatening 
its security", he suggested. 


EPS 
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CHURCH CONSULTATION HELD ON 
TRANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS 


Bad Boll, West Germany (EPS) - The rise of transnational corporations (TNCs) 
is among the prominent features of the latter 20th century. With global 
operations, their power and influence extend far beyond countries where TNC 
international headquarters are located. 


Six years ago, the assembly of the World Council of Churches called for a 
major study of the phenomenon of TNCs. The culmination of that study came 
here at a weeklong international consultation on INCs and the mission of the 
churches [23-28 November]. 


Among those addressing the approximately 80 participants was Reginald Green, 
a professional fellow of the Institute of Development Studies at the 
University of Sussex, UK.. He said it is too easy to blame TNCs for all the 
world's problems. Green referred to their ambiguity, their ability to adapt 
to changes. He also noted a marked centralization at INC decision-making 
levels and a rigid hierarchy. 


The economist cautioned against trying either to eliminate TNCs or to convert 
them into institutions with goals and aims especially related to questions 

of social and economic justice. Their own internal logic, Green said, makes 
TNCs insensitive to such questions, which they gladly leave to civil 


governments. Green's presentation raised the accountability question; Who/ 
what holds, can hold, or should hold TNCs responsible for their actions? 


Philippe de Weck, president of the International Christian Union of Business 
Executives and a member of several corporate boards, told the group that the 
call for INCs to be socially responsible is relatively new. He said it is 
good for pressure for social responsibility to be put on TNCs, but urged more 
time for them to adapt to this new social expectation. 


The plea for time was unacceptable to several present from the Third World 
and elsewhere. Several regional reports underscored adverse political and 
economic consequences of TNC activities. 


In a presentation on "the mystique of transnational business and the vision 
of a just society", Franz Hinkelammert, an economist and theologian on the 
staff of the National Autonomous University of Honduras and the Ecumenical 
Research Department of Costa Rica, critiqued contemprary capitalism as 
reflected in the work of economist Milton Friedmann and others of the 
"Chicago school". 


"The principle on which capitalist society functions -- maximization of 
profits on free markets —- precludes recognition of man as an active subject, 
and hence, of the human person", Hinkelammert said. In contrast, the basic 
principle of social and economic organization in a society concerned to 
establish social justice "should be the inalienable right of every individual 
to be integrated into society through his work and to be able to satisfy 

his needs by means of his labour", he suggested. 


Following these and other presentations, participants spent the rest of the 
week formulating and extensively debating a report and recommendations, 
including five areas: transnationality of business and the ecumenical movement ; 
power, accountability, and social responsibility; technology, employment and 
organized labour; "discerning mechanisms of oppression and building counter- 
vailing powers"; and ethics and the prophetic role of the churches regarding 
INCs. After further review and discussion,the group's findings are to be 
released for consideration by the next meeting of the WCC central committee, 
in July. 
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UNITED CHURCHES URGED 
TO EXPAND THEIR VISION 


Colombo, Sri Lanka (EPS) - United and uniting churches -- denominations 
formed by bringing together Christians from more than one tradition -~ 
were challenged to expand their vision of what a united church can be at 
their fourth world consultation, here [18-25 November]. 


The appeals came from the two main speakers -- Moderator Martin Cressey of 
the United Reformed Church in the United Kingdom and Kurunagala Diocese 
Bishop Luckshman Wickremesinghe of the [Anglican] Church of Ceylon. 


Merger of the bishop's denomination with the Church of South India in 
Sri Lanka, and Methodists, Presbyterians, and Baptists on the island has 
been delayed for several years by various civil actions. 


Cressy spoke on "church union and the visible unity of Christ's Church", 
including a discussion of "broader catholicity of faith" in united churches 
and "church union as a sign to the churches". 


Wickremesinghe spoke on "church union and the renewal of human community", 
including such questions as to whether union means more effective mission, 
and how social, political, cultural and linguistic divisions may prevent 
the realization of "unity after union". 


In their report on the meeting the 53 delegates from 17 united churches and 
12 negotiating committees, cite a need to “encompass... also the Orthodox 
churches, the Roman Catholic church and the diverse life of charismatic 

and pentecostal witness". They also call for a reciprocal openness from 
those traditions,not generally involved to date in church union efforts. 


The report calls "covenanting, integrative federations, joint councils of 
churches which are in full eucharistic fellowship... clearly valuable in 
their particular contexts". But, it adds, they "must not be seen as 
substitutes for the richness of fellowship that still eludes us. 


The group says united churches do not want to form a separate confessional 
family or organization, but it encouraged them to develop closer relation- 
ships among themselves based on a mutual sharing of all resources, 
including forms of worship and approaches to mission. Its report also 
covers such questions as education for ecumenism at the local level, 
relationships between united churches and Christian world communions, and 
the way in which a united church shapes its identity through mission and 
encounter with its cultural setting. 


Efforts to unite Christians of more than one tradition are currently in 
various stages of development in Argentina/Uruguay, Burma, Cameroon, 
Canada, USA, UK (England, Scotland, Wales), Ireland, Ghana, India, 
Lebanon, Malaysia, Mozambique, New Zealand, Sierre Leone, South Africa, 
Sri Lanka, and Tanzania. 


United churches are found in Belgium,Canada, Hong Kong, United Kingdom, 
Jamaica and Grand Cayman, Japan, Madagascar, India, Pakistan, Papua New 
Guinea and the Solomon Islands, Philippines, USA, Zaire, Zambia, Australia, 
East and West Germany, Thailand, and Bangladesh. 


Previous such consultations were held in 1967, 1970, and 1975. Like this 
one, they were convened by the faith and order secretariat of the Geneva- 
based World Council of Churches. 
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UK CHURCHES ASSEMBLY ACTS 
ON IRELAND, ALCOHOL, PEACE 


London (EPS) - At its autumn assembly, here [23-25 November], the British 
Council of Churches tackled a wide range of issues, including the women's 
movement, Ireland, urban rioting in British cities, alcohol abuse, and 
peace and disarmament. 


The assembly urged BCC member churches to dialogue directly with women's 
groups. It said British and Irish Christians "have much both to learn 
from and to contribute to" such movements. 


Debating Ireland for the first time since 1975, the assembly endorsed a 
Statement issued the week before by the executive committee of the Irish 
Council of Churches stressing that there is no justification for violence 
or acts of retaliation of any kind. The BCC added a condemnation of "all 
actions of any kind which place sections of the population, whether 
majority or minority, in fear of their lives". 


The assembly also adopted a long resolution which, among other things, 
stressed the need for any discussion of the future of Northern Ireland to 
be an open matter involving the people of Northern Ireland at all stages. 
It also called for a continuation and strengthening of full cooperation 
betwen the London and Dublin governments to eliminate violence and 
terrorism. 


During the debate it was said that the rigidity shown by the Irish Roman 
Catholic hierarchy over mixed marriages is felt by Protestants to be "the 
most hurtful and divisive issue" in Irish ecumenism. 


During discussions of what the agenda called "disturbances in our streets" 
the assembly was told by a Roman Catholic nun with 14 years' experience of 
community and pastoral work in Liverpool that the lesson of this summer's 
rioting in British cities is that the church cannot sit on the fence. 

"As a Christian I've learned this summer that Christians must take sides, 
and that side must be that of the suffering and the poor", said Mary 
McAleese of the Parish Mission Sisters. "This will quite often mean being 
unpopular with one's fellow Christians". 


On the growing problem of alcohol abuse, the BCC, while recognizing that 
a primary need is a change in social attitudes towards drinking, called 
on the British government to consider introducing a series of stringent 
measures to control and reduce the consumption of alcohol. 


The assembly also decided to convene a consultation to consider how 
Christians of different theological and political views could work together 
for the effective promotion of peace, and what structures would be needed 
for this. This consultation is projected for early next March. 


- Robert Nowell * 
*Nowell is an EPS correspondent . 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


Ethiopian Lutheran church editor Duro Burje, 29, was arrested when he 

attempted to photograph the government takeover of the Addis Ababa head- 
quarters of the Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus, [See EPS No.32, 
page 1]. In West Germany, Christian Krause, missions secretary for the 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church, an EECMNY partner church, said the 
situation of the Ethiopian church is very critical. 


The Reformed Church in Hungary has established a program to prevent and 
combat alcoholism and assist alcoholics and their families. The effort 
is part of a national campaign against chronic overdrinking. 


A three-day international Christian-Muslim symposium was held in Rome 
[17-19 November] on monotheism (belief in one God). About 50 scholars 
gathered under the auspices of the International Progress Organization. 
Representatives from the Vatican and the World Council of Churches were 
among those present. 


USA assistant defence secretary Richard Perle said in a Los Angeles Times 
interview that 'Protestant angst" is a major factor in the European anti- 
war movement. He also suggested that European church leaders are exploiting 
fear of nuclear war in order to reverse a decline in organized religion. 
(Angst is a gloomy, sometimes neurotic, feeling of anxiety or depression). 


The moderator of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland has strongly criticized 
statements and tactics of independent Presbyterian minister Ian Paisley, 
who recently urged his followers to kill members of the Irish Republican 
Army out to kill Protestants. Said John Girvan, 'Murder is murder from 
whatever source it comes, and I will encourage our people not to be led 

by anyone along that road at all". Paisley said in reply that "to judiciously 
murder the murderers is the only way to rid us of terrorists, and... it is 
God's law''. Paisley's Free Presbyterian Church has about 20,000 members; 
the PCI about 450,000. The Irish Council of Churches executive committee 
also issued a statement in connection with Paisley's activities saying 
"there is no justification for violence or acts of retaliation of any kind 
in our society. The situation demands the full support of the whole 
community for the police and security forces." 


Anglican, Roman Catholic, and Free Church leaders in England have praised 
a recent report on last summer's urban riots which calls for urgent action 
to combat disadvantages based on race. A joint statement on the report 
was issued by Robert Runcie, Basil Hume, and Morris West, respectively the 
[Anglican] archbishop of Canterbury, the [Roman Catholic] archbishop of 
Westminster, and the moderator of the Free Church Federal Council. 


The attempted overthrow of the Seychelles government has put the Far East 
Broadcasting Association station in the Indian Ocean nation off the air, 
at least temporarily, at the request of the government. It has been 
broadcasting daily in 21 languages to India, the Middle East, and Africa. 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 1981 


by Dr Philip A. "Potter 
General Secretary, World Council of Churches 


"Be not afraid; for behold I bring you good news of great joy which will 
come to all the people" (Luke 2:10). Thus was announced the birth of the 
Saviour, Christ the Lord. 


This message is quite the contrary to the daily bad news we hear, in our 
fear-ridden world, of the cries of pain of millions without food, without 
home, without a chance to live and be themselves, without hope. The news 
is that the creative powers of human beings are devoted to weapons of 
torture, destruction and death which now threaten the very survival of the 
human race. The news is that human skill is used to exploit the resources 
of the earth for the benefit of those who have at the expense of those who 
have not. The news is that in our world of consumption and propaganda, 
people are encouraged to seek their own fleeting pleasures in prostitution 
of themselves and others, and live in grim mistrust of one another. 


This Christmastide we remember afresh that God's news for us is good and 
it is one of great joy for all the people. Joy (chara) is the effect and 
expression of grace (charis), the self-giving love of God. It is God who 
created the universe, our planet earth, and humanity as male and female for 
good. It is God who, as the Psalmist Says, makes us glad with the joy of 
his presence, because his purpose for us is that we be made free by his 
love to have life in all its fullness and to share it with others. It is 
God who in a divided world of Jew and Greek, free and slave, male and 
female, rich and poor, gave himself in Christ that we may have the joy of 
life together in integrity and community. It is God who sends the Spirit 
to bring the fruit of love, joy and peace in our hearts and through us to 
others. Joy is the very nature of God, ever communicating who he is to 
all. Joy is God's gift which enables us to be fully what we are created 
to be, and to communicate it to each other. 


But joy, like grace, is not cheap or easy. The very coming of Christ was 
through the birth-pangs of a woman, Mary, who was full of grace, self-giving 
love. Motherhood is the very symbol of joy -- the bringing to birth through 
pain and travail of something new for the life of the world. That is why 
mystics have called Jesus our mother who gave himself in caring, suffering 
love for us that we may have life and joy. Indeed, there is no joy without 
suffering. And suffering is the struggle with the fractured realities of 
our lives and of our world in order to be united with God's will of peace, 
wholeness, for all. 


The joy which came at Christmas is our calling today. We bring the good 
news that we were not made to live in fear and mistrust of one another, 

to confront and threaten one another, to be twisted and broken in ourselves 
and in our relations, to deprive one another of life, or to become 
merchants of death. 


We rejoice that there are those who give themselves in the service of others, 
even to the point of imprisonment, torture, and death. We rejoice that there 
are millions who refuse to accept that we must preserve our selfish security 

by preparing for collective suicide. We rejoice that there are those who turn 
their sufferings and disabilities into means of witnessing to the grace of 

life. All these are bearers of joy to the world. And they do so because, 
whether they acknowledge it or not, the Christ has come. May Christ come to 

us this Christmastide bringing joy to our hearts and lives that we may celebrate 
this joy and be a joy to others, that the world may know and practice self- 
giving love and have the peace which embraces all. Therefore, les us rejoice 


in our incarnate and risen Lord now and always. 
REF 
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ECUTEXT : Message From European Church Leaders* 


..-We call upon all Christians in Europe to gather together, with growing confidence, in joint prayer, 
witness and service so that we can be strengthened in our common hope and be completely open to the 
Gospel which gives meaning to our life. 


We are summoned to fellowship in the hope which is founded upon the triune God... 


Every one of us must become permeated anew by this common hope. For our credibility as witnesses 
to this hope is today put to an inexorable test in view of our continuing divisions, in face of 
the acute threat to life and peace in the world and the growth of fear and resignation. 


As we here in Légumkloster remembered the sixteen hundredth anniversary of our commonly held 
Creed of the second Ecumenical Council of Constantinople, we felt our divisions, particularly at 
the Lord's table, to be a painful contradiction to it. We confess in humility before God and one 
another our shared responsibility for the great gulf that still exists between our confession of 
unity and our ability to live in that unity. 


Many serious injustices which are the result of sin have been stamped upon the world and are a 
constant and dangerous source of conflicts. The poverty, hunger and misery of millions of people, 
especially in the Third World, stand in unbearable contradiction over against the prosperity of the 
European countries. In our continent, too, such conditions remain undiminished. New weapon systems 
of unconceivable annihiliating power are continually being set up. We cannot allow ourselves to 
remain silent when the world - and not least our continent - could become the theatre and starting 
point for a totally destructive war and when international cooperation for securing peace is seriously 
threatened. 


This menace, the uncertainties of the future and the problems of growing unemployment in some 
countries of Europe, fill people with fear and induce bitterness and resignation. Discouragement 
and indifference are spreading. 


We shared with our members from Ireland in the distress of the situation there and the misunderstanding 
of it so commonly entertained in many lands. We applaud the courage shown by so many Irish clergy 

and church members who speak and work for peace and reconciliation in the face of violence. We pledge 
ourselves to renewed solidarity and prayer with them in their call to Christian hope. 


In this world, we are called to hope against all hopelessness. Let us together testify to this hope 
through confident prayer for each other and for the world, through a bold confession of the Gospel 
of reconciliation and through selfless service for all humankind, particularly the disadvantaged, 
the oppressed and the weak... 


God will grant us the final fulfilment of his promises at last when he establishes his Kingdom. 
Yet even now in this still imperfect world we should demonstrate our hope in God's future through 
acts of righteousness, love and brotherhood. 


This is particularly so in the case of confessional and ethnic minorities, migrant workers and other 
social groups who are in need. Young people in their longing for a better world should have our 
trust and our understanding, so that they may be strengthened in faith for the future. 


When churches and Christians have relations of fellowship with one another across national 
boundaries, sharing their joys and sorrows, and are prepared to lead a simple life, this can be 
a sign of hope for many people. 


As churches and as Christians in Europe, we must commit ourselves to an order of peace in our 
world in which all humanity and all peoples can live in freedom, justice and mutual respect. 


In view of the impending danger, the churches of Europe must commit themselves to work for the 
building of confidence and the peaceful resolution of present tensions. Discussions between the 
super-powers leading to an end of the arms race on all sides are an urgent necessity 


KKK 
* 


*This is excerpted from a message issued by approximately 80 bishops and other Christian 

leaders from almost all European countries. They met in Légumkloster, Denmark, [16-20 November] 
for the second such "ecumenical encounter" co-sponsored by the Conference of European Churches 
and the Council of European Roman Catholic Bishops' Conferences. Its theme was "Called to 

One Hope - Ecumenical Fellowship in Prayer, Witness, and Service". The agenda included two 
hours of daily prayer and meditation and a daily celebration of the eucharist. 
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AAINGUU LA 
[See story on the new church aid appeal for US$ 1.3 million for Angola, whose life is 
disrupted by drought and South African military actions; EPS No.32, page 5]. 


(2716) 35,000 Namibian refugees live in this camp in Kwanza-Sul, 

(2717) A government sign near a parish church in Lubango reads: "Firm in the defence 
of our threatened nation; forward in the general offensive against liberalism and 
disorganization". 

(2718) Choir in a Baptist church in Luanda. 

(2719-20) Followers of the Prophet Simon Kimbangu have formed an African Inde pendent 
church. In Luanda, achurch theatre group presents the story of his life on the 
30th anniversary of his death. A church band plays during worship. 

(2721) At the top of this Portuguese-built road from Lubango to Mocamedes is a 
point at which a 1979 South African helicopter attack on vehicles killed 15 people. 

(2722) The Kwanza-Sul Namibian refugee camp has a meagre hospital. 


ZIMBABWE 


[See story on the visit of President Canaan Banana to the Ecumenical Centre in 
Geneva; EPS No.31, page 2] 

(2723) President Canaan Banana addresses staff at the Ecumenical Centre. World 

Council of Churches assistant general secretary Wesley Kenworthy looks on. 


ZAMBIA 


(cover) A refugee boy at the Meheba settlement sails his boat on an artifical 
lake also used for irrigation and fFishing.. (2721) 
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ASSEMBLY POSTERS: 


Three posters have received awards in a contest in advance of the next assembly of the 
World Council of Churches. First prize went to a work by a Canadian, Heather Dau. 

The circles around the cross are a rainbow of colour. Another Dau work (left) shared 
second prize with that of Neils Wamberg, a Dane. [See EPS No.31, page 5]. Theme of 
the assembly, 24 July - 10 August 1983, is "Jesus Christ, the Life of the World". 


"25 OCTOBER 


Brazilian journalist Vladimir Herzog 
died in Sao Paulo police custody 
five years ago. This year, 
journalistic and other organizations 
gave 31 awards in his honour to 
efforts to defend human rights. 
Copies of this work by Elifas 
Andreato, 25 October, depicting 
Herzog's death from torture, were 
presented to the winners, which 
included Clamor, publication of a 
commission of the Roman Catholic 
archdiocese of Sao Paulo. 

[See EPS No.32, page 7]. 


Photos are available trom the World Council of Churches, Film and Visual Arts Department, P.O.B. 66, 


photo oikoumene 12117 Geneva, at the cost of Sw.Fr. 12.— or equivalent in your currency. Free of charge to Eastern and 
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CONSULTATION CONSIDERS 
CHURCH AND THE DISABLED 


San Bernardo, Sao Paulo, Brazil (EPS) - The church has enormous potential 
to champion the rights of disabled people and to support them spiritually. 
But to do that, it must free itself from the paternalism and prejudice it 
shares with the rest of society. 


That message came from an international ecumenical Consultation on. the 
Humanity and Wholeness of Persons with Disabilities, here [23-30 November]. 
Organized mainly by disabled volunteers, the majority of its 52 participants -- 
from 15 countries in Latin America, North America, the Caribbean, Europe, 

Asia, Africa, and Australia -- are physically disabled. Also attending 

were ministers, psychiatrists, educationists working with mentally retarded 
children, and relatives of disabled people. 


The meeting was sponsored by the World Council of Churches family education 
office, whose executive secretary, Masamba ma Mpolo, said "health is not 
dependent on the beauty, the strength and the weakness of one's physical 
body, but on the fundamental recognition and acceptance of the reality of 
creation". The Latin American Council of Churches and the 156-group Brazil 
section of the Christian Fraternity of Sick and Disabled People were also 
involved in the consultation. 


In many countries, the church pioneered organizations for the welfare of the 
mentally and physically disabled. Nowadays, as feed back from participants 
showed, there is a growing number of imaginative church-sponsored projects 
around the world helping disabled people secure education and employment as 
integrated members of society. 


Nevertheless, said Uniting Church in Australia minister John Howard, "the 
history of the church and disability has not always been a happy one". A 
paraplegic, Howard said views of disability as a punishment for sin or as a 
test of faith must go. Rather, he said, like Jesus, the church must "listen 
to the disabled and... share her life with disabled persons". 


Mentally retarded people, the consultation suggested, are in many ways the 
most "hidden" and most in need. Retarded children, especially, tend to be 
either over protected or abandoned by parents who in their turn suffer 
terrible strain and isolation, even in countries where more material 
resources are available. Participants agreed that personal prejudices, lack 
of access to public places and facilities, and lack of government and even 
church resources to help them live as independently as possible, are still 
major problems. 


The consultation also focused on the urgency of preventing and fighting the 
poverty and repression that cause many disabilities. A Chilean psychiatrist 
working to rehabilitate torture victims and their families told the meeting: 
"We have towden our definition of disability to include those disabled by 
society". Added a Brazilian priest, "we want disabled people to become 
conscious of their own worth so that they can fight not only for their rights 
but join the common struggle with others who are marginalized... the poor, 
the workers, Indians, blacks and homosexuals..." 

- Kathy Lowe* 


*Lowe is associate editor of the WCC magazine One World. 


The recommendations of the consultation appear as an ecutext, page 10. 


The personal testimony of one consultation participant appears on an ecuview, 
page TQ. 
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WORLD CHURCH GROUP AND 
TURKISH OFFICIALS MEET 


Geneva (EPS) - "Some progress'' was reportedly made as a result of a weeklong 
visit by an international church delegation to Turkey. The group met with 
government officials and leaders of the Orthodox communities which account 

for most of the country's approximately 100,000 Christians among its 45 million 
mostly Musiim citizens. 


Under the auspices of the World Council of Churches, the group was chaired 
by André Appel, president of the [Lutheran] Church of Augsburg Confession 
of Alsace and Lorraine and of the Conference of European Churches. It spent 
the week in Turkey "frankly" discussing ''concerns of the ecumenical family" 
regarding Christians in Turkey, according to Ghassan Rubeiz, WCC Middle East 
secretary, a member of the delegation. 


He added that the visit was meant to "open channels of communication with 
the government". Reports of difficulties for Eastern(Greek) and Oriental 
(Armenian and Syrian) Orthodox Christians in Turkey have circulated outside 
the country. 


Rubeiz said Turkish government officials explained their view of the "reported 
anxieties of Christians related to freedom of running educational institutions, 
religious activities, and questions of human rights". 


He said the government offered to study "any project of assistance" the 
WCC might propose. "Some progress has been made on procedures to follow up 
the process of dialogue", he added. 


Some Christians from Turkey are reluctant to return to their country for 
fear of government retaliation. Said Rubeiz, "Turkish officials told us that 
their country is free and this is not a justifiable anxiety". He did 
observe, however, that in terms of Turkish social structure and economic 
conditions, Christianson average are at some disadvantage. 


EPS 


BIG ROLE FOR LITTLE 
COUNTRIES PROPOSED 


Amsterdam (EPS) - Smaller nations could play an important role in encouraging 
alternatives to the current international superpower arrangements. 


So suggested a meeting here of 35 representatives from church-related efforts 
in development education and funding in 15 North American, European, and 
Australasian countries. It was convened by the development commission of 

the Geneva-based World Council of Churches. 


The group urged churches and related groups to work towards what a summary 
of the meeting describes as a "small nations policy that could advocate 


more freely yet forcefully measures towards détente and peace, and towards 
international justice". 


The group also suggested a collection of "stories of concrete efforts of 
groups and movements that propose alternatives in the fields of food, 

energy, technology and others" in order to produce a "people's ... report... 
based on the hopes and aspirations of the poor and marginalized for a better, 
more humane life for all". 


EPS 
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UN PASSES RELIGIOUS 
FREEDOM DECLARATION 


United Nations, New York (EPS) - ~ The UN General Assembly has adopted a 
declaration on the elimination of religious intolerance, which has been 
discussed for two decades. 


The action creates no legal rights or obligations, but does set forth a 

J upags of fundamental principles. The declaration says "freedom to manifest 
one's religion or beliefs may be subject only to such limitations as are 
prescribed by law and are necessary to protect public safety, order, health 
or morals or the fundamental rights and freedoms of others". 


Others of the declaration's eight articles say that "no one shall be subject 
to discrimination by any state, institution, group of persons or person on 
grounds of religion or other beliefs" and that "all states shall take 
effective measures to prevent and eliminate [such] discrimination..." 


Article V says parents "have the right to organize the life within the 
family in accordance with their religion or belief". It adds that "the 
practices of a religion or beliefs in which a child is brought up must not 
be injurious to his physical or mental health or to his full development", 
noting state powers to legislate in this regard. 


The declaration lists nine "freedoms" related to the "freedom of thought, 
conscience, religion, or belief" and also subject to state power to 
legislate to "protect public safety, order, health, or morals or the 
fundamental rights and freedoms of others". 
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POLISH RC PRIMATE 
APPEALS FOR CALM 


Warsaw (EPS) - In the wake of the declaration of military rule in Poland, 
the primate of the Polish Roman Catholic church, Jozef Glemp, has appealed 
for calm to avoid the shedding of Polish blood. Glemp's appeal came in a 
sermon broadcast by the state radio. 


In the days before imposition of martial law, the archbishop had warned 
that there could be a tragic social explosion if the Sejm (the Polish 
parliament) approved proposed emergency laws making it legal to ban strikes. 


The archbishop also sent letters to Wojciech Jaruzelski and Lech Walesa, 
respectively the party and union leaders, calling on them to renew their 
efforts to reach agreements on issues dividing their two organizations. 


There are an estimated 30 million Roman Catholics in Poland, most of the 
population. The church has played a notable role in mediating party-union 
disagreement since Solidarity's formation in August 1980. 


Earlier, Andrzej Wojtowicz, press officer of the Polish ecumenical councad,. 

which groups denominations including most of the country's other 700,000 
Christians, said they support the Roman Catholic leadership's mediation efforts 
"which with all its means is trying to prevent a catastrophe". 


EPS 
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NORWAY CLERGY: NO TO 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS USE 


Oslo (EPS) - Two-fifths of the pastors of the [Lutheran] Church of Norway and 
half the church's bishops have signed a statement calling "the use of nuclear 
arms... inconsistent with God's will_as creator". 

A similar statement attracted support from four-fifths (45 Of 57) of the 
country's Methodist clergy. Lutheranism is the chief form of Norwegian 
Christianity. 


The more than 500 Lutheran signers include a wide spectrum of theological 
traditions and ages in the Norwegian church. "Limited war can be seen as 
an act of self-defence", they say, "in order to avert something even worse. 
But, the use of nuclear arms makes this thought absurd, as these weapons 
wipe out all life over vast areas." 


The "prester mot atomvapen" ("pastors against nuclear arms'') statement also 
urges individual Christians and congregations to renew efforts for disarma- 
ment and peace through prayer and other action. It asks the Norway 

government to press the world's major powers to seriously move toward the 
goal of halting production of nuclear arms and destroying nuclear arsenals. 


EPS 
US CHURCH REPS MEET 
ON LANGUAGE, LITURGY 
Nashville, Tennessee, USA (EPS) - In some countries and societies, movements 


for women's equality have drawn attention to questions of language which 
some consider sexist. That was a major item on the agenda of a three-day 
language and liturgy consultation, here, sponsored by the 10-denomination 
Consultation on [US] Church Union. 


The 100 consultation participants came from COCU task forces on women and 
persons with disabling conditions, and its commissions on worship and 
church order. Other participants included seminary professors, parish 
pastors, and regional church officials. 


United Church of Christ minister Yvonne Delk said concern about language is 
important because "such discussions are about existence, the right of people 
to be". She urged church language that is more specific, less obscure, 

less "trapped, domesticated, exclusive and limited". 


Gail Ramshaw Schmidt, a Lutheran liturgical scholar and writer, said the 
contemporary church is in a "muddle" when it comes to language about God. 

All human language about God is inadequate, she suggested, with the notion 

of God as "he" as metaphorical as saying "God is a rock" or "God spoke". 

And even for persons with loving fathers, she added, "father is an inadequate 
description of God". Since any pronoun -- he, she, it, they -- used 
exclusively for God is problematic, she said, it might be better to use 
different pronouns depending on context, or avoid them altogether. 


COCU General Secretary Gerald Moede also warned against other uses of 
language which may be insensitive. He noted that his daughter, confined 
to a wheelchair, feels excluded when a worship leader says, "now let us 
stand and sing". Moede said that as denominations slowly find words to 
bridge doctrinal divisions, they are becoming aware of other divisions, 
related to racism, sexism, and disabling conditions. 
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CHURCH DISARMAMENT PANEL 
HEARS USA, USSR WITNESSES 


Amsterdam (EPS) - In the week before the opening of USA-USSR talks in 
Geneva on nuclear-weapons reductions in Europe, witnesses from the two 
superpowers appeared before an international church hearing on nuclear 
disarmament here. They came not as government representatives, but several 
are or have been involved in government policy making. 


Former US presidential advisor McGeorge Bundy, now history professor at 
New York University, said it "would be an act of considerable presumption 
to conclude in any hasty way" that the superpowers nuclear arsenals do not 
discourage war. 


Nonetheless, he said, "minimum deterrence" is sufficient. He said a 
"properly managed, carefully designed reduction" of half the USA nuclear 
arsenal, "with or without matching reduction" from the Soviet Union, would 
leave the USA adequately defended. 


Bundy called scenarios which limit nuclear war "inherently implausible". 
He said it is "to the advantage of all that destabilizing moves" in the 
"balance of terror" be avoided. 


Bundy particularly urged church contributions to discussion about ways to 
"stop fighting on any terms available at a point where the only alternative 
appeared to be an all-out war". He also suggested that though conventional 
forces have a certain "moral ambiguity" support for them in preference to 
nuclear weapons is desirable. 


US Air Force Lieutenant General Brent Scowcroft also supported deterrence 
as "the best vehicle we have found so far" to prevent nuclear war. 
Paradoxically, he said, "the more usable a weapon is, the greater is its 
deterrent value", and he judged the control of USA nuclear weapons "far 
more solid" than 10-15 years ago. That, he said, reduces the risk of war. 


Asked about the possibility of a limited nuclear war, Scowcroft said he 
doesn't "think any of us really knows" what would happen if a nuclear war 
broke out. 


Three witnesses appeared from the Soviet academy of sciences -- A.A. Baev, 
academician secretary; Alexi Arbatov, chief researcher in its world economy 
and international relations institute; and Paul Podlesni, section chief of 
its USA and Canada studies institute. Their presentations dealt with 
causes of the development and introduction of new nuclear weapons system, 
current attitude towards the use of nuclear weapons, and prospects for arm 
olay k ey 


Arbatov said the concept of "mutual assured destruction" does not provide 
for long-term stability. He was critical of proposals for a "limited 
nuclear option". Both he and Baev said nuclear weapons cannot be used 
selectively. 


Podlesni urged especially that what he cited as the gains of strategic 
arms limitation talks between the USA and USSR in the 1970s be preserved 
and built upon. "If we fail", he said, "we face an unlimited arms race". 


The consultation was sponsored by the World Council of Churches [Stories: 
EPS No.33, pages 1 & 2; Related ECUVIEWS: This EPS, page 12]. 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 

The president of the National Conference of [US Roman] Catholic Bishops 
has written to the US navy secretary urging that the nuclear submarine 
named after the Texas city of Corpus Christi (Latin for "body of Christ") 
be called something else. John Roach said "the naming of a war vessel in 
this manner is not merely inappropriate but very nearly sacriligeous". 


In a letter being circulated to European and North American churches, 

General Secretary Desmond Tutu of the South African Council of Churches 

says there is massive starvation, family disruption and other suffering 
among the country's black majority because of the white-minority government's 
race-separation policies. He adds that South African blacks are embittered 
and disillusioned, and unless there is rapid change, a bloodbath is 
inevitable which would spark World War III. 


The first round of official theological dialogue between USA Lutherans 

and Baptists has ended. Participants said the 30-month effort was valuable 
in shedding light on stereotypes each group has of the other and in high- 
lighting the strengths and insights of each tradition. Throughout the 
discussions, differences in the understanding of baptism repeatedly 

cropped up. 


Two United Methodist bishops have urged the USA administration to stop 
threatening military action in the Caribbean and Central America. Jesse 
DeWitt and Roy Nichols made their appeal following a request from the 
bishops who head the Methodist Church in Cuba and the Council of Evangelical 
Methodist Churches in Latin America. 


"Because there may be extreme circumstances that warrant abortion and 
because we do not believe the constitution of the United States should 
reflect particular religious or sectarian points of view, we stand strongly 
opposed to a constitutional amendment designed to prohibit abortion", said 
US. United Methodist bishops at their November meeting. Earlier, US . Roman 
Catholic bishops voted support for an amendment which would permit states 
to decide abortion laws. 


The seven Roman Catholic bishops of north Canada have protested parliamentary 
approval for a national constitution which eliminates special rights and 
recognition for the country's Indians and Eskimos. Hubert O'Connor, head of 
the Whitehorse diocese, said the government action "constitutes a direct 
betrayal of Canada's native peoples" and "illustrates a moral crisis we 

face in this country today". 


A thousand Protestants opposed to the projected visit of Pope John Paul II 

to the UK next year took over the Anglican cathedral in Liverpool [6 December ] 
for an hourlong protest. The regular congregation of about 80 gathered for 
evensong retired to a side chapel... And the Scottish Reformation Society 
says the pope's visit will cause trouble, not promote peace. It calls him 

a "hardliner in the authentic papal tradition, in spite of the flattering 
propaganda of the image-makers in the media", and urges prayer that "he may 


be brought to see that salvation is through faith in Christ alone". 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


Ethiopian Lutheran church editor Duro Burje has been released from custody. 
He was arrested while trying to take pictures of the government takeover of 
the national headquarters of the Ethiopian Evangelical [Lutheran] Church 
Mekane Yesus last month. [EPS No.32, page 1; EPS No.33, page 6]. President 
Khotso Makhulu and General Secretary Maxime Rafransoa of the Nairobi-based 
All Africa Conference of Churches have expressed their shock and concern 

at the takeover. 


The first anniversary of the deaths of four US missionaries in El Salvador 
[2 December] occasioned several religious protests of USA policy in Latin 

; See ee ee ee ee OY? AG CAA 
America. 


About a score of Roman Catholics have reportedly been arrested in China 

for demonstrating a public preference for ties with the Vatican by refusing 
participation in activities of the Chinese Catholic Patriotic Association, 
the approved form of Roman Catholicism in the country, without Vatican 
links. 


Ovadia Soffer, Israel's permanent representative to the United Nations in 
Geneva, has told the World Council of Churches that it is the "sincere 
wish of the government of Israel that all educational institutions in Judea 
and Samaria ... should pursue their normal work without interruption". 

The ambassador was replying to a WCC protest of the closing of Bir Zeit 
University following protests there of Israeli occupation of the area, 

[EPS No.32, page 3]."Most students are unaffected by the occurrences at 

Bir Zeit", the letter says, because the other three institutions of higher 
learning in the area continue to function. It adds that Bir Zeit was closed 
reluctantly because of the student "disorder", and that the military 
authorities expect the university re-opening on 4 January. 


The November synod of the Evangelical-Lutheran Church of Finland has suggested 
that proposed changes in the country's Freedom of Religion Act should make 
it easier for children under 18 to officially have a religious affiliation 
different from that of their parents. 

The synod also referred to the bishops’ conference proposals having to do 
with the church's female lectors, theologically trained but unordainted 
parish workers. Those who favour the ordination of women as pastors, not 
permitted in the ELCF, have indicated that expanding the responsibilities 
of lectors is not an approach they desire. The bishops' conference has 
scheduled a second seminar on aspects of women's ordination next April as 
part of an effort to increase church consensus on the question before it is 
presented again to the synod. 


Reuters reports more and more Roman Catholic leaders in the USA are 

"urging the 50-million members of the American church, which has traditionally 
supported strong military forces, to join the movement against nuclear 
weapons". 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


The Canadian [Roman] Catholic Conference [of Bishops] has condemned the 
US decision to go ahead with the neutron bomb, which, it says, "offends 
the deepest sensibilities of humanity". 


Back from a 10-day visit to Namibia, a delegation of the British Council 
of Churches says there is "appalling suffering" among the people there, 
especially in the war-torn areas of the North. The group's statement 
adds that church leaders in the South-African-ruled territory "made clear... 
their abhorrence of violence in any form and from whatever quarter, and 
their wish that life and property should be respected rather than abused as 
at present. We experienced at first hand the deep desire of the great 
majority of the people of Namibia for independence under a government 
elected fairly and freely". Also, "we... record the convictions of many 

to whom we spoke that they suffer far more from arbitrary actions by the 
security forces than from the guerillas". 


More than half a century after biology teacher John Scopes was fined 

US$ 100 in Tennessee because he disobeyed that US state's law against 
teaching evolution, a trial opened in Little Rock (Arkansas) [7 December] 
to test the validity of that state's requirement that evolution and 
"creation science" be given equal treatment in state classrooms. Opponents 
of the law say it unconstitutionally establishes religion. 


The council of the Evangelical Church of Lutheran Confession in Brazil 

has decided to launch a campaign to involve its members in thinking about 
the connection between the international arms race and the misery of 
many people in the Third World. The denomination complains that the 
Brazilian armament industry is part of a "supermarket of weapons", and 

its profits -- estimated at US$ 22 billion this year -- are at the expense 
of other sectors of the economy, such as agriculture. 


The assembly of the Presbyterian Church of New Zealand has voted, 160-85, 
to have aiternative investment plans for its funds prepared because the 

New Zealand South British group has financial links with South Africa. 

In another action, the assembly reaffirmed its stand against sporting 
contacts with South Africa until that country's system of white-minority 
rule is ended. In his address PCNZ Moderator Lawrie Hampton urged 
reconciliation in church and society following the divisions in the country 
which surfaced over the tour of the South African Springbok rugby team 
earlier this year. 


Presiding Bishop John Allin of the [US] Episcopal Church says large 
international church gatherings such as the 1983 assembly of the World 
Council of Churches in Vancouver should be "evaluated with a cold eye", 
in light of rising costs and what some consider their questionable 
effectiveness. His countevpart, Archbishop Ted Scott of the Anglican 
Church of Canada, moderator of the WCC central committee, agreed that 
questions about such large assemblies should be raised but asked, "If it 
is not to be assemblies, what is the best way to relate internationally 
and regionally?" The two led delegations of Anglican bishops from the 


two countries who held their first joint meeting, in Mississauga (Ontario) 
Canada. 
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ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


Theologically, Lutheranism stresses the gospel as God's gracious action to 
Save sinners without reference to their works. But a recent survey of 

US Lutherans found that two-fifths of them agree with the view that the 
gospel is "God's rules for right living". The survey was sponsored by 

Aid Association for Lutherans, an insurer. It also found sizable differences 
of view on some theological issues between lay people and their pastors. 
Joseph Burgess, theological studies director for the Lutheran Council in 

the USA, said the results suggest that "in spite of our strong Lutheran 
emphasis on confirmation, our culture is making a greater impact than we 
are". 


The formation of an "Association of Theological Schools and Institutions 

of the North" has been recommended by a conference of educators from 
Iceland, Sweden, Finland, Norway, and Denmark at the Nordic Ecumenical 
Institute in Stigtuna, Sweden. The proposed association is described as a 
"small instrument for communication and contact... a forum or platform for 
dealing with theological and educational issues in ecumenical perspective." 


EPS 


ECUTEXT: Message from Consultation of United and Uniting Churches* 


--- Our Sri Lankan setting has reminded us of the contributions towards church 
union made by such pioneers as Metropolitan Lakdasa de Mel and Dr D.T. Niles. 
Their memory encourages us to persevere in the journey towards an incarnate, 
realized ecumenism that cuts across the barriers of confession, nationality, 
race, culture, sex and class. 


We have been pleased to learn that, since our last meeting in 1975, new 
united churches have been formed (Australia and Italy), that previously 
united churches have successfully negotiated further unions (United Kingdom 
and Belgium), that progress towards union is being made in a number of 
negotiations, and that new initiatives are being taken in several parts of 
the world. We are also encouraged by the developments in mutual Christian 
understanding made possible through international conversations, both multi- 
lateral and bilateral... 


We have learned of developing models of visible oneness —- such as covenanting, 
"integration" and joint councils - which are proving to be valuable steps 
towards greater unity in particular situations. 


Perhaps most importantly, we have challenged one another to expand our vision 
of what a united church can be. Our unity, we affirm, must encompass not 

only the various traditions - Protestant and Anglican - which have already 
entered into united churches, but also the Orthodox churches, the Roman 
Catholic Church, and the diverse life of charismatic and pentecostal witness... 
If it is Christ who lives in us (Gal. 2), then we can risk sharing our 
identity to gain new life. We have learned in Colombo that where churches 
have united and shared with others, they have not been impoverished, but 
enriched... 


*The fourth world consultation of united and uniting churches took place 
in Colombo, 18-25 November. [See EPS No.33, page 4]. This is excerpted 
from the participants' message at the close of their meeting. Copies of 
the full text of the message and the report of the consultation are 
available from the World Council of Churches faith and order secretariat. 
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ECUTEXT: Recommendations of the Consultation on the Humanity and Wholeness of Persons with Disabilities* 
Recommendations: 


1. Churches, including ecumenical organizations such as the World Council of Churches, regional 
and national councils, should establish a department dealing with the concerns of disabled persons. 
Persons with disabilities or those knowledgeable about disabilities should be employed to direct 
such a department. 


2. Churches should include disabled persons as full participants in their commissions and decision- 
making bodies. 


3. Churches should be encouraged to provide competent counselling services at all levels for disabled 
persons, recognizing their physical, emotional, social and psychological needs resulting from the 
disabling trauma, whether of accidental or societal origin. 


4. Theological institutions should not discriminate against the entrance of persons solely on the 
basis of their disabilities. 


5. Theological curricula should include courses and practical SESS in dealing with the causes 
and effects of disabilities on both individuals and families. 


6. All forms of independent living as advocated by international and national organizations for the 
disabled should be supported by the church and other interested bodies, in cooperation with governments 
throughout the world. 


7. The continuing affirmation of the church should be that we are all one in Jesus Christ and that 
all people are declared whole persons through the work of Christ. We pray for the time when the 
church will no longer need to speak of able and disabled but all persons will rejoice together in 
the new life given in Christ. 


8. Conditions which hinder the wholeness (fulfilment) of life (such as malnutrition, illiteracy, 
alcoholism, oppression) should be reaffirmed as disabling and meriting the churches' active concern. 


9. Leaders of churches should examine with congregations the attitudes which determine the 
behaviour towards the disabled, especially those which hinder accessibility. 


*Story, page 1. 
ita 


ECUVIEW: Testimony of a Disabled Christian* 


Up to the age of 20 I worked, studied - led a normal life. Then I developed a disease of the spine. 

It was very serious. Soon I couldn't even sit in an upright position. For five years I did everything 
I could to fight it. But after each new operation I wasn't getting any better and I finally realized 
that there was no chance of living any other way than lying on my back. 


As I had chosen to live for God, I said "yes" to God, not only accepting my changed life but also 
determined to work and to make my work have a meaning for others. I felt I had great possibilities 
as long as I could be available to people. And so I organized my new life - my life of survival. 


I made contact with sick people in Sao Paulo and those visiting them. God helped me to listen, and 
as I am always in the same place and have time I listened to many people and learned to recognize 
their needs. . 


I started a home for single mothers, then a house for the babies of those mothers who didn't want 
to leave their children but had to work. 


It was 1972 when I first met other disabled people and decided to work with and for them. So in 

Sao Paulo state I founded a branch of the Christian Fraternity of the Sick and Disabled, which is 
part of an internationalmovement. First and foremost the fraternity helps us to recognise our worth 
as people. We bring disabled people to speak to our groups and we try to discuss our Christian faith 
in the light of their experiences. 


Now I am the fraternity's coordinator for the whole of Brazil and we are presently preparing for a 
world meeting of the organization. Our work has always involved a struggle for our rights but we 
also keep in view all those in society who, like us, have been set aside. 


We held a meeting where there were Indians, underprivileged people and ourselves. We noticed that 
the Indians and those living in very poor conditions had similar difficulties to ours. So we are 
trying to work with these marginalized people, not just thinking about ramps for sidewalks and access 
to city buildings... 


*Maria de Lourdes Guarda has been lying flat on her stretcher-bed for 34 of her 55 years, paralyzed 
from the waist down and partly encased in a plaster cast. With the help of a few volunteers and a 
telephone she coordinated preparations for the WCC Consultation on the Humanity and Wholeness of 


Persons with Disabilities from her hospital bed. This is her testimony, edited from the Portuguese, 
at the Consultation. Story, page 1. 
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ECUTEXT: Letter from International Ecumenical Workshop on Women in Church and Society* 


-+. There cannot be security in the absence of social justice. -The nuclear balance between East and 
West, and the oppression of poor countries by the present economic order is the kind of peace which 
Jesus calls the peace of this world, whereas he brings a peace based on justice and loving care for 
avis 


We worried not only about the future victims of a nuclear war, but the tears of one sister moved us 
to see that already today the testing of nuclear weapons has destroyed water, food and health of her 
people in the Pacific Islands. People in many areas of the world have never had a chance to choose 
life. They lack the very basic human necessities. 


As signs of our destructive world order we saw the use of food production for sheer profits, the use 
of farmland in poor countries for the production of luxury food products for the rich nations by food 
multinationals, the devastating effect of advertizing to create artificial needs even amongst the 
poorest, and the political vulnerability of countries depending on food aid. 


We clearly discovered the close interlinkage of these developments in the North and South since more 
and more money is used for arms production and purchases and less and less is available for people's 
basic needs. 


We saw the interdependence in many unexpected areas, when we heard about the problems of New Zealand's 
participation in the Middle East peace-keeping forces, because its high export of sheep meat to Iran 
might be negatively affected by this. We also identified the relation between the transnational 
corporations coming from the USA and Europe who go to Asia for cheap labour. Most of these employ 
women workers who carry a double burden of being oppressed as women and as workers. 


We discovered that the development of sex tourism of European and Japanese men to Asia,which benefits 
the tourist industry at the expense of many women, has something to do with the emancipation movement 
of women... 


We were greatly concerned that the Bible is often abused in a pagan way to worship all kinds of false 
Gods like money, material wealth, race and other idols. Selfish individualistic interests are often 
justified by quoting Biblical passages out of their historical contexts. By splitting the world in 
material and spiritual halves, many Christians escape their responsibility for the world... 


As those who want to be peacemakers, we committed ourselves: 


1) to strengthen and expand peace-education on all possible levels and areas, taking into consideration 
that in each specific context the sources of injustice and violence must be clearly identified, the 
concepts of security investigated and the question of social justice never isolated from questions 
of the arms race. 


2) to look into the teaching of the churches related to peace,and denounce all interpretations of the 
Bible which inhibit people from participating in the struggle for justice and active engagement in 
peace work. 


3) to build stronger networks between peace-workers in all parts of the world. Such networks should 
be built around issues. To strengthen the mutual concern for marginalized people, disarmament, the 
environment, social justice and human rights we support each other with information and encouragement... 


As Christian women we must not isolate ourselves in the traditional "women's corner", but participate 
fully in the whole life of the church and the world and create greater awareness amongst church women 
on social and political issues and their relatedness to our faith. In having experienced discrimination 
as women we are concerned that nobody be discriminated against because of sex, race or class... 


In -ur workshop we had baby Eric in our midst. This two month old child taught us by his presence 
to see that the future of the present and next generation is at stake. Peace-makers have no easy life. 
They live often in conflict with the forces of evil, are suspected and may even lose their life. 


We looked at the troubled and often ugly face of our world. But we also celebrated our community and 
the presence of God's empowering spirit. We helped each other to deepen our commitment to follow 
Christ and work for a world without hunger and without arms... 
KKK 
* Under the auspices of the World Council of Churches, a group of 28 people, mostly women, met in 
Nassau, Bahamas, 28 November - 6 December, under the theme "Choose Life - Work for Peace”. This is 
and excerpt of the group's message. 
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ECUVIEW : Brief Excerpts from the Testimony at the World Council of Churches International 
Public Hearing on Nuclear Weapons and Disarmament * 


"Nuclear weapons are contradictory to the dignity of human beings and violate basic human rights. 
We must say that the nuclear weapon as such is the Absolute Evil, and therefore it must be 
delegitimatized and eradicated from the earth." 

(Mitsuo Okamoto, professor of philosophy, Shikokugakuin Christian University, Tokyo) 


"The identity of the church is really at stake in the question of whether it is permissible for 
political ends to sacrifice the lives of countless innocent people and even the future of our 
planet... For the sake of our common future, the policy of deterrence must be replaced by the 
policy of confidence building." 

(Giinter Krusche, dozent for practical theology, Sprachenkonvikt, Berlin) 


"There is no question about the uses that nuclear and other modern technologies can be put in order 
to further humanization and development in Africa. But the threshold that separates such uses from 
the manufacture of lethal weapons of destruction bristles with moral and ethical dilemmas." 
(Burgess Carr, visiting lecturer, Harvard Divinity School, Cambridge, Massachussetts, USA) 


"There is a great fear among large segments of the European population today. They are suddenly 
beginning to realize what a war in Europe should mean... Europe is a battlefield. It is prepared 
for war, and is being more and more prepared through more and more [Soviet] SS-20s and [American] 
cruise missiles... It is the most equipped battlefield in the history of mankind, with thousands 
of nuclear weapons on each side, aimed at intensely populated areas. No wonder that people are 
frightened." 

(Olof Palme, former prime minister of Sweden) 


"The one situation more dangerous and more fraught with injustice than a balance of terror is a 
monopoly of terror. The unilateral renunciation of nuclear weapons may be a rational and ethically 
responsible act for some nations. It is not a political possibility for all nations." 

(Roger Shinn, professor of social ethics, Union Seminary, New York) 


"I am convinced that very many protesters believe that we have at this moment in Europe the chance 
to make a big step forward to a new security system in Europe, which gives more security and more 
freedom, justice and peace to all the people of Europe together. It is the most important task 
for the west European peace movements in the near future to develop a political concept for the 
future of Europe and to describe the steps which will bring this future nearer." 

(Ben ter Veer, leader of the Inter-Church Peace Council (IKV), Netherlands) 


"The [South African] apartheid regime equipped with nuclear weapons presents the single greatest 

threat to international peace and security and it is in everyone's interest to act with a great 

sense of urgency for time is short." 

(Abdul Samad Minty, World Campaign against Militarism and Nuclear Collaboration with South Africa, Oslo) 


"Preaching to Third World nations about dangers of horizontal proliferation is sheer hypocrisy and 
diversionary tactics. If the industrialized nations talk of warfighting doctrines, vest nuclear 
weapons with prestige and surround them with a mystique, and attempt to continously convert their 
nuc.2ar arsenals into a kind of current of international power, it will be perfectly logical and 
legitimate for major Third World nations to defend their newly won sovereignty with acquisition 

of nuclear weapons." ' 

(K. Subrahmanyam, director, Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses, New Delhi) 


"Barring a near-term resolution of outstanding issues in the Arab-Israeli dispute, or a highly 
improbable drastic turn by the world's leading states towards active nuclear disarmament (of an 
order of magnitude akin to George Kennan's 50 percent cut proposal), nuclearization of the Middle 
East is in my judgment practically inevitable..." 

(Paul Jabber, Mofessor of Middle East Studies, University of California, Los Angeles) 


"I would, taking everything into account, venture to maintain that the strategic slogan: 'Free the 
world of nuclear weapons, and first .:? all our own country’ implies a responsible historical 
decision which is closer than any others to the demands of the Gospel." 

(Edward Schillebeeckx, professor of systematic theology, University of Nijmegen, Netherlands) 


* Stories: This EPS, page 5; EPS No.33, pages 1 & 2. 
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SHOPTALK | 


Last year, a spectal committee of reltgion journalists evaluated EPS and 
prepared what has come to be called a mandate for tts future. 


A new EPS editor arrived in the middle of this year, and has begun to 
tmplement the mandate's vtston. EPS readers have noted some changes 
already. Others are projected for the months ahead. 


The debut of a new EPS destgn and colour ts planned for the first tssue of 
the new year, to mark this ongotng evolution. Also, the numbering of 
indtvtdual stortes, bits, view, texts, and other ttems wtll be changed to 
make reference easier. (The three-part code tndtcates year, month, and 
number of the item that month. For example, 82.04.13 wtll tdentify the 
13th item publtshed in April 1982). 


In addition, each tssue of EPS will be tdenttfied by a pertod of time, 
usually a week, and by a code indicating the year of publicatton (1982 ts 
the 49th) and the number of the tssue that year. (E.g. 49-17 wtll be the 
h/t, BPS Apt oo) 3 


Because the editor ts tn Lima to cover the trtenntal meeting of the WCC 
faith and order commisston tn January, the first tssues of the new year 
will cover longer pertods. 


EPS its first and mostly a printed news service of the eeunentcal movement. 

But the editor and hts WCC colleagues with other journaltstte responstbiitttes 
are ready to respond to requests for spectal coverage in particular 
etreumstances. Just let us know. Comments and suggesttons to make EPS 

more journaltstically useful are also most welcome. 


Thomas Hartley Dorris 
Editor 
December 1981 
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STATEMENT ON POLAND BY WCC GENERAL SECRETARY PHILIP POTTER (14 December) 


We are deeply concerned about the escalation of events in Poland, in which 
the Polish authorities have felt compelled to declare a state of martial 
law, with the suspension of civil and political rights. 


We underline our conviction that the crisis in Poland is and should remain 
a matter internal to Poland, which the people and the government of Poland 
must be allowed to solve without interference from outside. 


We profoundly hope that dialogue will take the place of confrontation and 
that a peaceful resolution can be found to ease the tensions and to lift 

as rapidly as possible the dangerous state of martial law. In this we 
support the reconciling efforts of the churches in Poland and pray for wisdom 
and strength for their leaders, especially Archbishop Glemp, whose fervent 
appeal to reason and dialogue is the only constructive approach. 


EPS 


ECUBITS: News in Brief from Church and Secular Sources 


The US navy secretary has rejected church requests that a nuclear submarine 
named after the Texas city of Corpus Christi be called something else. 

[See EPS No.34, page 6]. John Lehman cited Augustine and Thomas Aquinas 

as support for the view that a nation may maintain arms for its defence. 

He also suggested that the name, Latin for "body of Christ", would remind 
military personnel of the "humanistic values of peacekeeping". 


According to a new 175-page pastoral letter from Pope John Paul II, 

marriages between Roman Catholics and persons of other Christian traditions 
contain elements "that if developed could well be made more use of, both 

for their intrinsic value and for the contribution they can make to the 
ecumenical movement". Other sections of the document reaffirm Roman Catholic 
teaching on the indissolubility of marriage and the impossibility of divorced 
Roman Catholics who remarry being allowed to receive holy communion. It 

also reiterates rejection of abortion, premarital sex, and methods of birth 
control considered artificial. 


A museum honouring the memory of UN Secretary General Dag Hammarskjold was 
opened in November in the Zambia copperbelt town of Ndola, near where the 
Swedish diplomat's plane crashed under mysterious circumstances 20 years 
ago. Markings, his reflections on his life and work published after his 
death, has become a noted work of contemporary Christian Spirituality. 


A Roman Catholic and a Eastern Orthodox leader of the Boston region, an area 
of US Albanian concentration, have appealed for religious freedom for 
Christians and Muslims in the Balkan nation whose communist government has 
vigorously worked to ban religion there. The [28 November] appeal was co- 
signed by Humberto Medeiros, cardinal archbishop of the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Boston, and Mark Lipa, bishop of the Boston-based Albanian 
Orthodox Dioces of America. Most Christian Albanians are Catholic or Orthodox. 


EPS 
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ECUVIEW: The Church in El Salvador* 


The Christian churches in El Salvador are playing a constructive role in 
the present situation -- in analysis of the current reality and its root 
causes, in the provision of spiritual and legal assistance, in furnishing 
humanitarian aid to the suffering and in the search for a just and peaceful 
political and social order. 


The Roman Catholic Church is under increasing attacks, misrepresenting its 
work and threatening physical harm and even death to clergy and lay leader- 
ship alike. The campaign has been stepped up during the past month. 


All Christian churches in El Salvador, despite immense difficulties which 
include the assassination, disappearance, and imprisonment of leaders and 
members of many congregations, are witnessing magnificently to the Lordship 
of Jesus Christ. Adversity has driven them to the roots of the Gospel. 


The churches' ministry -- prophetic and pastoral, challenging and 
compassionate, reflective and reconciling -- takes on a compelling 
immediacy. 


We were impressed by the youth of many of the church leaders, and by the 
prominence of lay persons in the churches' witness. The unbiblical 

dichotomy between evangelization and social witness is resolved as the 

needs of the nation elicit a powerful ministry for justice and reconciliation. 


We thank God for the Christian community of El Salvador, and we believe it 
calls us to a more relevant witness in the United States, a witness of 
biblical and theological depth in which we too often fail to engage. In 
El Salvador it is evident that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is indeed 
redemptive and liberating. 


The Christian churches of El Salvador do not just talk about cooperation; 
they live it. Evangelical groups are working with CARITAS, a Roman Catholic 
agency. Baptists cooperate closely with Roman Catholics in ASESAH, the 

relief agency which the World Council of Churches and Church World Service 
support. The Student Christian Movement membership cuts across denominations. 


Amazingly, many churches seem to be revitalized by current suffering and 
persecution. In some churches membership is growing. The congregations 
we visited were well attended. In the Roman Catholic church persons 
seeking Christian vocations are growing in number. 


The martyrdom and memory of the late Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero is 

a powerful force of inspiration and example for the Christians of El Salvador, 
Protestant and Roman Catholic alike, referred to constantly. We give thanks 
for his remarkable ministry to the church and the nation, focussed 

primarily on the poor and the oppressed. 


KKK 
* 


*This is an excerpt from a report by a nine-person delegation from the 
[USA] National Council of Churches. The group spent half a week in 
San Salvador, the country's capital, in late October. [Related story, 
EPS No.32, page 4]. 
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The Index provides a cross reference in two 
categories: 


- Geographical and Organizational 
- Subject 


Stories are listed in chronological order 
according to the number of the issue in which 
each appeared. 


CATEGORY I : GEOGRAPHICAL & ORGANIZATIONAL 


Countries 

International, Ecumenical and Regional 
Christian Bodies 

International Organizations 

Ecumenical Patriarchate 

Roman Gatholic Church 

World Confessional Bodies 

World Council of Churches 


CATEGORY II : SUBJECTS 


Assemblies and Meetings 

Christian Unity and Ecumenical Attitudes 
Church Leaders 

Church-State Relations 

Church Union Negotiations 

Communication 


Confessional, Denominational and Organizational 


Life and Structure 

Dialogue with People of Living Faiths and 
Ideologies 

Disarmament and Militarism 

Ecumenism 

Education 

Ethics 

Financial Matters 

Festivals and Anniversaries 

Health and Healing 

Human Rights 

Inter-Church Aid 

Inter-Faith Relations, Contacts & Exchanges 

Liberation 

Liturgy and Forms of Worship 

Lutherans 

Methodists 

Migrants 

Ministry 

Mixed Marriages 

Orthodox 

Pea -e 

Personalities 

Presbyterians 

Race Relations 

Refugees and Relief 

Religious Liberty 

Sacraments 

Social, Political, Economic and Legal 
Problems and Christian Action 

Spiritual Life 

Theology 

Transnational Corporations 

Violence, Non-Violence 

Women 

WSCF 

YWCA 


CEC 
CICARWS 


CLAI 
CWME 


DFI 


ECLOF 
EDCS 
EKD 
ELTSA 
EECMY 


LPC 
FRG 
FSPC 


GDR 
HEKS 


JWG 
LWF 
MECC 
NCCC 


PAC 

PCR 

PTE 
SACC 
SACTU 
SODE PAX 
SWAPO 


TNCs 
UNHCR 


WACC 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


All Africa Conference of Churches 

Australian Council of Churches 

Africa Church Information Service 

African National Congress 

British Council of Churches 

Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs 

Commission of the Churches’ 
Participation in Development 

Conference of European Churches 

Commission on Inter-Church Aid, 
Refugee and World Service 

Latin American Council of Churches 

Commission on World Mission and 
Evangelism 

Dialogue with People of Living 
Faiths and Ideologies 

Ecumenical Church Loan Fund 

Ecumenical Development Cooperative 

Evangelical Church in Germany 

End Loans to Southern Africa 

Ethiopian Evangelical Church 
Mekane Yesus 

Federation of Protestant Churches 

Federal Republic of Germany 

Federation of Swiss Protestant 
Churches 

German Democratic Republic 

Relief Agency of the Swiss 
Protestant Federation 

Joint Working Group 

Lutheran World Federation 

Middle East Council of Churches 

National Council of Churches in 
Christ in the USA 

Pan Africanist Congress of Azania 

Programme to Combat Racism 

Programme on Theological Education 

South African Council of Churches 

South African Congress of Trade 
Unions 

Committee on Society, Development 
and Peace 

South-West Africa People's 
Organizations 

Transnational Corporations 

United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees 

World Association for Christian 
Communication 

World Alliance of Reformed Churches 

World Methodist Conference 

World Student Christian Federation 

Young Men's Christian Association 

Young Women's Christian Association 
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CATEGORY I : GEOGRAPHICAL AND ORGANIZATIONAL 


Countries: 


ANGOLA 


Mi ITH.on (Angolans sealed srefusees sinsownecoumtinyaee « seleis + oh-fausiel a steko) aio cle ahananeReipNekehede @ Sicko) oie casts 


Chureh aidvappeal for AneG lam be cull mretersnerorists si 6.siele -keke 


ECUViEW: Angola - Impressions and Observations ......... 


AUSTRALIA 


eeceeeee 


seeecereeeeeeeeere ere ese ees essere eseeseeseseeeees 


eeeeeeee 


AbOriginal poverty shocks international Church team . cee sess ss cae see vie Seas sulin cee oes Sees 


International support urged for Aborigines ............ 


Government officials Comment on church Aborigine report mais. o> meen sd + ales B+ Serlencien> exetods opts cand 

Ireland, Adstralia focus of world Council actions .1.ce cee ore eres sat ts esas es Me a erltie sre A olbel saniay s 

Australtan church acts On ADO VEINS! i. steteletens crete Soa bee ote betatemehate co GREE: oleate ee eel « shablere. «che ove te ataine 
BRAZIL 

Gonsuitataonnconsidersechurehgand, they dacalmieds: co. .cuis croveh-ueclevekenonolers moter caoesyanseevere io) susie e cretleieae ies ana 
CAMEROUN 

Restrictions,on churchwing Francophone: Afr reamnoted M.e8 19.8 . Wend. oie ees oe hoy ha esd ae 
CANADA 

Consultation considers global perspectives in theological ed ...........eeeeseoeee ee Oe SOO Zhe. 

Wor ld> CounéLivassemb 1 y pre par ations ,COntaiieeyeeeh Ff eyes s comme. <p eptibeerm carey > spo aire diols Bic reds SOR P sey. 
CHINA 

World's churches aid) Chinasflood.victimSaseq...2.essvasecseses cad ek eee ws 60/6 POONER eos TEs wage 
CYPRUS 

People’s ‘Stories important," church consultation advises ... :saketteos > fame IEP EUSt ten Je carey fuss ana Son 
EGYPT 

Coptic church head disavows USA group ..........ssese6. Pas 9 OM. a eee te Ne wnede cusps aman e Pee Sets he ak 

Coptiew popepursesd eat m) bm tales 06+ « oicees «lah Mie ob sijo"Bicy, 6) m8 ie ARS, eRe S01 QRS lor egheese auels. ciloLa Crate e tieie RSME aoe Aen ete 

Bishop among those killed with Sadat ...............2.- ASA ORE acetic Hin lane satacirue bee Ee : 
EL SALVADOR 

News. agenty apologizes for’El Salvador churth reports. .. skews «ees bod -“aepe tl o-8n sate oat <a keene 
ETHIOPIA 

Government chuees jHehtoprany DaSNOD! «crc cctes< Sethe sls ae ote tel alwis ee) chalets/ere clelis ctenc alletaaietchetete 2n4 SP ie aa 

Ethiopiar.takesr oversee hurehphesdquar ter Sit sttsbies sine dsiaww syasayeps od ayanene s shags™ Poisogd RE ANE wassds dt oe a4 
FINLAND 

World Lutheran President urges combatting paganism ..... ET ee ee, te ee ee ey ee 

"Practical “steppe asked 10 Lutheran-RC, Fe labionse:.« us nan's.ds +n o5't< ad cm) Se sits dodebshs teuaaon Cidade st sits 

Churches Ser telsinks accords CONSUICALLOMS «caw mnes eee eR CN re cule wes eae rsa ge nen SPT Ca ieee 

Finnish church Sstuggests™ itm? eration’ princes ples been sta. lee teeny, seer ety crete RETA. STU UD aes > be 

Finn. sttdy? critiques, scace-cnurch,. Salvatwon  MOn@NOLa a )miaials <tes.cctcyis' ee ein einiaumerie ale ease Ses Ries uPaniasaremtacs 
GERMANY 

WCC Central Committee opens in Dresden, GDR .......... sige akaae @ ELEY. ae a eR ea oe ee 6 6 10a 

Dresden; church meeting, Teealls allied bombing 6.5%. ee ers cee cess Lows 2 ChE BION fates a LS 

Leaders discuss! GR.elnirchglife 12.8. BEG. Mew. ae Viebieer es « oe , Hert claztok ole cee 

GDR schureh@leadersy wedicomegWGG meeting pipgaees «6c 6 5. ae c10) oicis octal sl olela’ 6 cle alee erele! sce) eenetedele ster wie cc's OMe he ne 

World Council Committee concludes meeting in GDR ..... PO ee ae ee ke LS PRE E . 4 GAM 


German-S. African church meeting brings criticism ..... 
C7R church leader suggests info in schools about church 
Church consultation held on transnational corporations 


HUNGARY 


eeoeeeree eee eee ees eee eee eee eee eee eee 


eeoeoeer eee eee ee eee eee 


Hungarian Marxtete~iGheidgthans in talke week <2 Fe boxe canon ve cdew cs bak ce none a oe ee 


ECUVIEW: Christian-Marxist Dialogue in Hungary ........ 


INDIA 
Conversion to Islam by Indian Hindus increases ........ 


IRELAND 
Ireland, Australia focus of World Council actions ..... 
Roman Catholics, Disciples complete five-year dialogue 
Irish RC bishops delay mixed-marriage document ........ 
UK churches assembly acts on Ireland, alcohol, peace .. 


ECUTEXT: Madras Recommendations-Energy and the Churches .........ceeeeceeeeees 


eee ee toe ee eee reer eens 


oeceeereoe eer ee eee ee eee eee eee ees eee eeeereeeee 


eoeeeeeee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee 


eooeee eee eee ere eee ee eereeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeee 


Pai 
32 
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27 
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34 


26 


30 
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22 
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25 
29 


24 
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ISRAEL 

Israel closes university; churches council protests .eeccsesecveciviece OR Ce ee ny See ome are 32 
ITALY 

Waldensian-Methodist group notes several agreements ............ sete ccenccbeeserseecseeeetereees 28 
JAPAN 

Japanese churches in effort on behalf of ‘untouchables’ ...........00. pieGehatetsdcle Nols teks iekeksVolsiskvuchous (eke us ia 28 
KAMPUCHEA 

ECUVIEW: Background Update on Kampuchea .......eseescceesees 5 pip d bins ed GRR ine Ph SR GRAIG RRA RE CF ve | 
KENYA 

Kenya President opens Africa church assembly ........... sak ahohanahehovstepehe tata tcta teeter cs tee ee Ete aE ie id 21 

Tosver proper te minretey urged "for AlY tan Church totaal oe Rs AAR. LOANED, SBSID, PBSY, 252M; 22 

New presidente elected" ty Afr ica Churdclies Assembly’ Aan c 55.7 OO PERN RS BOSE Sh, SARE AG, BBOLLASA, J 24 
LESOTHO 

Hesotho church leaders dead, missing, arrested 45 a0 5s ou» syeye dances Ach s sen eacuenoeel > (cle sual ohovchnnsgs: ca darnchohed® 25 
MALAWI 

Atticay evance 1icsis “médt “on “i6caT’churen sess veces oe eee ere ls se pista ite ister eons she Toone arettele eo on onatentr ol states 28 
MOZAMBIQUE 

Pertucuese=speaking Chit ches eit earl Ga eet “ity MOZAMBPLQUE «6 oi cro orere) eters: weherensierenehorersrei sherere: eareuseese: exsetnayine 26 
NAMIBIA 

Mubheransus peak (On Bpeace,, Nami Dil alas isis s¥eisheis) abe, «'s.0. 10.01 351 3%5, ol aie sacbalonahel ex <Voschalioh> col sealstios> :cvokbenvaborssb¥s ta: dee decsterscass 24 
NETHERLANDS 

Mrincn NOClear nea in eepat CLCLNOMES PSUTIOUNICES ©) dois 3 oo 6h oi ol ou atate oo eon sh Hedi wish w bas Ore! orn siepsienspenenecten si eee 27 

ECUTEXT: Witness List for the International Public Hearing on Nuclear Weapons and Disarmament .. 30 

CHupehedasaemanent "panels. LOOM sy DUCE GLENS OF NOP) \ vers oa s.nigie 0-0 eperetersheisver ann aravet ei ohapsvanoreneesioysranerejeneoniarave 33 

Ducvear Weapons "cOncemmed  @eawor te COUNCLE hearin & 6 4 <0 s sicia oes ete wie war erahar wher sar aratansueranst ouniiarehprera anemia tO Oe 33 

Pie tote ror lite le *countries proposed es os POF b5555555-055 rae coe ae) hale Sra sve or eta of ANT Soa Oa ARE 34 
NICARAGUA 

Bee eee Oe SUCie EON eR Sl CAT AGUS lies oop wiec.304 40S bic s Siva Hip eh b's oles Mee ee eNO ie Ma Sued eyes Ob os Belees wave 26 
NIGERIA ; 

Consuitation?°No”™ "never" toWAfrican nuclear energy’ ..3853 5250... 2001827 208 £834 comued  .lacod Jeg3 21 
NORWAY 

Lutheran-Methodist group notes several agreements ......... ss aiden laiuaphal SB sas ins -ny Bi a ceil aste ahaa aca ms) ¢ res: 

NORWOveChOL OVA MDORCORDUC LO ate WOADOMS AILS OU cisiclels ele sues, «tts: wie «: aimpss Fis ia We pale uri « wslmaaasienabel oamediniaomcaia a, suk SURFS © EOF o 34 
PHILIPPINES 

CONSULTATION *GOns IES "ASIA and" Pacifie issues’ Post peelS4 4%. 1499 7 2058 2d eRe ae) es 31 
POLAND 

ORO BAS PCW EPO IAS COL ANIC ana ache G50 bee Byagniins seo 8S S'S ok pA ev 9.0 0. 0.8 8 8:0 0 0 RR ie ROR 19 

POIsSRo aiden y «Chute ne Gunanees US. St mL) LON' s> cess base bate ets ce eee eee ee tee eh tee eee ee, SOUT, Zi 

Polen RO Ot IMaLe sa pee | Se LOY VCH 1 bs citie cis sie sc 5.4.0.0 oe bie eee Oe eee eee Oe ee eT hig MURAL TT , FORCES hme 4. 
ROMANTA 

ECUTEXT: Communiqué on the visit of the Romanian state secretary for religious affairs ......... 26 

Romanian Patriarch Justin’ visits Eeumeniealscentre 22444 4% APT e Re EG U8 R68 e108 29 


SOU-d AFRICA 


South Alevea Shurthvcounerl calle charpesva “emearttiac:. Dest view. we A ELAS Wad mE Sy 25 

ECUIEXT:* Foreign’ Banksvand SouthvAtritan’ apartheid toe Yee ia ae A PASS. 89998 Lestiet 25 

USA chureh,;* business reps dialopue on Sbuth Africa «yess ves Peete CPA: BAT R: ae 28 

pouch, Africa Warriage Yaw disobedience counseled"... 0. eee eR Als, AASESE VW IMOCR. 90 ,Tadtes ag 30 
SRI LANKA 

DPC ee COE Oe ni Gee re IT aca. a acs trieennas svnrnhn, vuripeens leneiiapeinenkndogs Inge: wunigatomila: seapeyasioa inl *70b «chs 33 
SWEDEN 

Tourist comesiimens  Wproposed to conte renee ia'e' fo ta's'ataPahstehe’ete’a's JU BO. AAS Ag 28 ak 31 
SWITZERLAND 

Swiss banks criticize World Council decision ......... eaten Nate Aenea ates ote ce eh ate Lee afite 25 
TANZANIA 

Church conference considers African refugee situation ..... eee h ee aia asides A ancisc\ Sgcacivarieiedelle) > saTstaNtcbeitene 31 
TURKEY 


ot i eee Oe RECENT GLEE CL ALG MEGE <ul cwtic asic sees cocecewaacesrcsrcvecewccuaceucases 34 
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UNITED KINGDOM 


British Methodists back five-church covenant .........- cyotal oatekeletenstehenecone tate Stole testa inie oes evoke rereaye Bias, al, 
Some divorced may marry in church,, Anglican synod says s...+sseccusseasces etal thers vareiot sieksvaievere stele ate o etd 
Consultation views role ‘of ‘Christian ‘educator *. FF 2PFPaMU. FFPONE RR. od RE OOO. aU BIOV ERY. BPRS oP. PR I8ZZ 
Fifth Anglican Council meets ........ aiepete ok cate acetate petite Me AEE rrr ore ee mais Wn dans muleie Bigiatk 24 
Anglican Counci) acts’ on“ecumentcal) matters 1. uemiueeees Sas auscdisey “iuanhs.aie aed iat S ake era tea re eee 
Two church unions delayed, UK church covenant debated .......ccccccsecsecee nis elaxe cela ve reheseanis Baas: ce BS 
UK churches assembly acts on Ireland, alcohol, peace ..........0e:. Siatione terete UAC AERORCIOR A RCRAIS see on oS 


UNITED STATES 


YMCE Council “looks (at (five, world *2ssues .. wdvteas< saison reed terse a ee sh re ee eee Se. ews t22 
World student assembly meets ............- ST a eiocatenareeahote creer chanel uatenarare SES, FO, SIREey. pe a aretha ctetete cd Sahay 24 
World ‘student assembly considers. role in ‘S08. ..2..4 0s eee eee cia «ures oe chauis Lona eietatage terre paaee. ee 
USA church, business reps dialogue on South Africa ..... sBekelod cols aksielnisWss «isk td) sich o's isle oaere sop suchorakabaisusne ta BANS 
Reficee plan tdraws Church crltiClsms «isis care cele sieb core lenerars SOOO CE MIN ols Gaia ie cee Sicak ss. 9) Seal shefal cial shale 29 
USA Anglican bishops tin weekly ‘peacee fasten. snae dandeasakdoaseas as eee gee Trrrcrir ere ee 30 
Christian World: Communion execs. hold annualimeeting 2... .4- ate see eee Gna aoe cae 5 esi, 
USA churches council asks meeting on USA budget cuts ......eeeeeeees sieteerche Sout nOr S56 otto Onna. 32 
UN passes religious freedom declaration ........ Ps 6 PIIRPI IS a PR9 BPS Me PRM. 2 FRPHRE 5S PINT 2. CAI PROZS 
US church reps meet on language, liturgy ..... BORO e OOOO SOrSU OIG OO OG COONS eho ic pi oWeretsnene sfoceeec 34 
Church disarmament panel hears USA, USSR witnesses ......... FO nie me WOR ie eee a ater eae. « sates 34 
USSR 
Old Catholic, Orthodox group sees agreements ......... DSSS s 8S ss. HEI. tere oo ate eo SOS ee 29 
Church disarmament panel hears USA, USSR witnesses .....seeccccececes ah chick st chich alah ovate AOA Meet e 34 
VIETNAM 
ECUVIEW: ‘A visit<to the church in Vietnam’ .....c......05. FPECSIIOS PTS IGF. PSE E8007 ES TET Z2 
ZIMBABWE 
Racist groupe Said to co international, /. vues aca wae © aan oma eee hie wound tons cee orig ie Oui a eee 
Zimbabwe Salvationists criticize resignation from World Council ......... jie: ileella: oi Sustievenck seta Oh alemeney ea DS 
Zimbabwe president-urges more churchi@involvement) 025, «stocaneceddenddeoddddecsedeeeeeee sd een 31 


International, Ecumenical and Regional Christian Bodies 


Salvation Army. resigns: World Council regrets: ¢...15.c..ssueesees ses miele caterer ate ers siete state aie oun ote enshers 23 
ECUTEXT: Documentation in the Oikoumene - Salvation Army Letter of Resignation ............e00. 24 
ECUTEXT: Documentation in the Oikoumene - WCC Central Committee reply to SA letter ...... Sea 4 
World YWCA convenes refugee consultation ........eeeees aie, Havre state Seret are: metarevereteral sere) ote EA «a Si a Ou a PLS 
Christian World Communion execs hold annual meeting ......secceccccccccscccscecers SIO 3 
United: Churches urged) to expand thal rave pianed. svi Agia eiek Stet ay oa vials Suche ictatet Ud ose sie ae ee 
World church ‘grouprand) Turkish officialaimeet Maen leh F veiresarsintebetatenateh Achar het chat dares d te Sh AS ah tate 34 


International Organizations 
UN Fund. suggested’ toy backidi sab led: Ta ght Sry ome \crerciswrcerces aietebaislofielis stoke clistataliset sh che scot hatch hahol st slichetslat tots 23 
UN -passes, reli gious. freedom. dec Larabar wae seo icte\chaleneralor ovate %oilhehetalaig’ si etaltalsticha be aati gtah lt ahs ped dee ae 34 


Ecumenical Patriarchate 


Roman Catholic Church 


Pope names new Polish primate .......... ace a his » SAARI SIE Duc ik ke ee ee ee sito lens..c tou ohags! seas 19 
"Practical steps’ asked in Lutheran-RC relations .........-. 50 Seale fs Sick calle geeslslho cake iia opus sucusmaucne ins ocasdenons 22 
Roman Catholics, Anglicans conclude dialogue series .....-... 9 a dish ha shake «maka Se 
Papal letter on labour: unions 'indispensable' ......... ee en Te er ee ee ya ade 
New World Council-Vatican consultative group meets .......++.0.- dba daieame 6 va weet kpiees poe A gsi) 5 26 
Roman Catholics, Disciples complete five-year dialogue: ..cccccsscceccncscsascvevessstveune OU 27 
Irish’ RC’ bishops’ delay’ mixed-marriages: document® %*.%.%". PRUs ee SP SO, I Aan, del 29 
Lautheran-RC document suggests unity steps .<s.sne.ncwe sense ems ike leprisKaloieitel sis eve iorateiei ei che o lets oA ,e aioe oa 30 
Polish! RC*primate: appeals for? Caley APTN. echoes‘ eta shakes aiate EE CR ER oe Ae Re Be) Choe et nS Oe 34 
World Christian Communions 
YMCAv council looks at five world issues ij. .w.- 5 o<s5.40 aaah SE oe we i. ae Ree CN 22 
World student ‘assembly meets Wil. Cea. SARS, nc en aPatalaNehotavetatate tat atetetetet ters Boe yew abet a ae Cueucucurgs 24 
World’ student assembly rontkiders-role id’"80e 47. FOR oA mtonatetettat telat st atohatctetetatet ety HETNIIZS 
World YWCA convenes refugee consultation .....e.cceceeecccceces POF A IB. PIP PIRI D: PIAL AIDS IAM 25 
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Presbyterians 
World. Council of Churches membership: 3 l= SUN a6 ou Wigs ibb Gi een oe Sei. Wien hee Zs 
South Africa marriage. Law ‘disobedience ounseli eda. «252k oc bik “iste Pak Gee Cee nee be cee en eee 30 
Two. church unions, delayed, UK church cavenant debated s.s'550.066 ule ahi Lo aie a eee ae ee 32 


Race Relations 


Racist* groups’ said’ to-go: international: «+... M240RRAsiAR, ALARA. RRR. CURE, ARE ene Leen ee Ze 
World: Council: ends’ relations: with 3: banks) over: apar the lad Aren..ARen. CAAae. RANA ....26 tees. Be A. 25 
World: Coune11: anti~racism grants: totals as$ 587',000; +... Ae... BA RARER. DO EL, okie Rake 23 
Australian’ church* acts: om Abori gimes: ree Lee tetstte cAI eras oh MAL OMIRU Uns Mes MUM LORE A Ton nc a nee a 28 
ECUTEXT: "Message ‘of Nyanga Bush peo plete pitts Pe ime DAP ea ate des NETS Me chloe Male Pods baci ek teehee 28 
Refugees and Relief 
Church action’ urged: on: world’ refugee verte! y wietetetstirsns tors eteteterens OMA SIAL AA. Loar 24 
World YWCA ‘convenes ‘refugee consti ta biome pte lake, o:4c4cicopey onnndecintereneuspedelnt senechxed ie ea laa tabektd neh lai Rae SOO S os, 
World's. churches aid Chinaw£1ood» vitic tiie ent “<. o/ais. seis lain: w:agoejacoustugssscegansyensid meee Mace Ten eee aR eT ae ee 26 
Million..mgolane, .calied,.refwgee si anqOwAe COUIEEY Goi <cilens dense ssccucuesidescrabtpeaaasteuekeiabebeanlce: eeacamiob hte aia ee eee am 
Improvements: (in, world: irefugeessitua thon scien aA altel. sisls\larinsossbennknds canalti alavstorensibedten-avbaben intlerr is eee 28 
Refugee plan idrawsichurcly cevtdetismnns Heptetctet shale eer serene. Patek Modena RAM petema AA Moleh «Sebadoh catch Navel 29 
ECUVIEW:: The Africam Refugee! Crise isc: -1.r.-Menerstanst tes, MIND AAMA MP EAM Nal SUh PRMD. 5, YL Me ANNA ETA cs 30 
Church conference: considers African refugee SbtuatLoOm setetsterrsten MASLIN i POM. 18h AS. ead. on 


Religious Liberty 


IN passes relisousatreedom declaration... si..« 5 se coterie euisin® finches e's cgetaantsiais ciate eerste aren ee 34 
Sacraments 
Some’ divorced may marry ‘in ‘church, ‘Anglican -Synod ‘says «. SFPITEVONHRT. UPAR. FIGG, aed. Sigal ssa. 19 


Social, Political, Economic and Legal Problems and Christian Action 


Aboriginal poverty «shocks "international: church ‘team 78H. Cada ag Ade hone. eae PM TM. RASA 19 
I-ternational ‘support ‘urged ‘for ‘Aborigines «<0 s<cnsd sedans sen. aul DADT.. 14 ARNG. HIBS HOGI I. OLS, 21 
Church ‘reps: ‘speak ‘on peace. :threabe, + #eiis 30) BANAT a. Petes ete ae ae PAA 6, es SUOS Tha. Ov hel«. oy aneest vebebst 23 
Ireland, ‘Australia :focus “of World sGounciltactiions Vaasa amet sal. tere). Bile Rote ea. Chee oe. 24 
Methodist gathering condemns ‘apartheidis ssase.ie See. ae Oe ee ROT SLT SUG Aico each Oe Ras Se Ee 26 
Japanese churches in effort on behalf of ‘untouchables’ .....  PRIOD. FUVTE . TRLOO IS SP eMe see 208, 28 
Israel ‘closes ‘university; schurches ‘council *prétésts 700 os. Coie). ox. 1 POUR OU. WOOLEY osteo ove. az 
Polish RC “primate appeals Fue Gal cece eet e omc riae Getta cute cele Metin date ore dis cla te etary eae 34 
Spiritual Life 
Pope mames new Polish pramate |. 3.««vcpun wees sy Weenie see eee Tee CEE oe cr 19 
Coptic church head disavowg USA proup iss. cass» Puaeeweaa head Avene bandages bateckeanns aaa es 24 
Romatian Patriarch Justin viaits ecumemaceal COntee 4.45 sine sere eis sepa one ao arte cena gee ere +. 29 
Consultation considers an ecumenical Church HiStGry «s2s.0a0ssoneseesacenneses sane $2 5 AA ae 30 
ECUVIEW: The Task of Contemporary Church History ........ SUERTE NIE S NSCOR 808 Bade <taitiotatee Dre 31 
Theology 
Theologians réact ‘to women/men ‘constil®ation «oc. ces sce ve eee eee ee ne eae ia aie eaten eee Spryeeriay/40 


ECUTEXT: Madras Recommendations - Energy and the Churche@i iv vi... 000s seule es we eubes veins ene sae 20 


EPS Index / July - December 1981 


CATEGORY II : SUBJECTS 
Transnational Corporations 
Church consultation held on transnational corporations ......... 


Violence Non-Vio lence 
Bishop wamons those killed swith> Sadat cc vss ec. «a> aces shale a av es bs 


oor e eee eee ees eee eens 


Wi OlenCemeard rants GUea LN 1Es VES POWGES wii’y suo 1's 4.0 v's alsld buinleid ole dias 6 nie wlodieilcie ee cévcccaees 


Women 
Women/Men consultation releases open letter .......... Ay Sa 


Women/Men consultation issues recommendations ........ Bare tevabens Shere 


Theologians react to women/men consultation ....c.sssccccecccess 


Worley eaunes fy con ler eddal Vepresentation o:4.4ssscsbcsdheasovedecne 
ECUTEXT: Letter from International Ecumenical Workshop on Women in Church and Society 


WSCF 
World student assembly meets ............ MEeisL che rekei test casos Sioa Sana 
World student assembly considers role in '80s ...... pie ip abevemiensle su 
YWCA 
Been MMA EDO MCE. Gal Uriavave statin a eles imaenwon e & «aoe oie 6 Se > ni rar a shevsls 
World YWCA convenes refugee consultation .....ceccceeees eo one Cie 
Krk 
se 


ECUDATES: Some World Council of Churches Events in 1982%* 
a ee VERE ORES VEVeNeS 220s) 


216 Jane Lima Triennial Plenary: Faith and Order Commission 
15-18 Feb. Venice Consultation: Councils of Churches in the Ecumenical Movement 
15-19 Feb. Geneva Semi-Annual Meeting: WCC Executive Committee 
22-25 Feb. Bossey Consultation: Ecumenical History 
23-24 Feb. Geneva Meeting: WCC/Vatican Joint Consultative Group 


25 March-3 April Bossey Workshop: Local, Ecumenical Dimensions of Worship 


28 March-2 April Colombo Meeting: Christian/Muslim Dialogue 


March Consultation (Middle East) : Faith, Science, Technology 
5-18 April Bossey Consultation: Orthodox Theology and Spirituality 

14-17 May Geneva 1983 WCC Assembly Preparations Committee 

22-18 May Bulgaria Consultation (East Europe) : Ecumenical Sharing of Resources 

May or June Budapest Consultation (East Europe) : Faith, Science, Technology 
May Lusaka Consultation: Churches' Involvement in Southern Africa 
5-12 June Moscow Meeting: WCC Communication Commission 

20-29 June Bossey Consultation: Education for Effective Ecumenism 

29 June-6 July Ibadan Consultation: Christian Lay Centres Participants 

16-18 July Geneva Semi-Annual Meeting: WCC Executive Committee 

19-28 July Geneva Annual Meeting: WCC Central Committee 


eeeeereeeae 
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ee eee eeee 


*Dates and places are subject to change. Additions and deletions are likely in the course of 


the year. A longer list, including other WCC meetings of a more routine or specialized nature, 


is available on request. 
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